ene 15 
Fiern Vorvne 


A Giving, an impariel 5 to the Divan. 

at Conſtantinople, of the moſt remarkable 

Tranſactions of Europe; and diſcovering 
ſeveral Intrigues and Secrets of the Chriſt- 

uin Courts, (eſpecially of that of France) 

© "continued 8 the . 264 to the 
Trar 1682. 8 | 
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| ſo much like the Printed Bills 
paſted upon the Booths in Bartholomew 
Fair, to give an Account of the En- 
tertainment you are to expect within; 
that, were it not in pure Compliancei to 
Cuſtom, one would forſwear Writing 
any. But the World is Humoroug, 
and muſt be ſerved according to its 
own Faſhion. Every Thing is damn- 
ed that is not A-Ja-mode, And he 
that publiſhes a Book, without civilly 
accoſting the Reader at Wy Begin- 


* READER. 


7 ese it is th e & ht. 2 * INC . more 
to ſay a Word or two, not in Praiſe 
of this eee 2 3 (even let it 
take its 1. b er Four have 
done) but by W TRL for ſome. 
Things, which — ſeem liable 40 


| | | 3 
Cebſure. i 11 5 a3 a 
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155 Some, perhaps, will be offended at 
che Zeal which appeabs in this. G- 
874, when he 'writes i Hondur & 
the Mabvnrerun Faith. Others wilt ar 
much: wonder at-his Lookneſand Fr 
difference, his © Doubt 

Things: 


be appears a deere 
fats e 


Theſe ie * to ob. 
fillet, 'Thar his Stiſe aud Sentiment 
ate foited to che Quality ef che Pers 


for 16 * Ws. To his int 
mate 


mate Friends he unboſoms himſelf 
with Abundance of, Frankgeſsz hut, 
when he addreſſes to the Mufti, on 
ather Grandes of the. . be, 18 
cautious and: PSs. n TY 


"It may be 3 chat he 1 
derſtood himſelf very well, or elſe 


he was not fit for that Employment 15 


in Parii. And, without doubt, liave- 
ing had his Education in the Seraglio, 
as he profeſſes, he was no Stranger to 
the Punctillos of Addreſs uſed, in the 
Turkiſs Court. a was his Policy and 
Intereſt. to appear a; very devout 
 Mahometan, | when en he wrote to the 
Miniſters of State: And it is poſſi- 
ble he was ſo in Reality, or at leaſt 
perſuaded himſelf fo at certain Sea- 
ſons. And yet this hinders not, but 
he might, at other Times, take the 
Liberty to fleſcant on ſome Abſurdi- 
ties in their Doctrines and Practice, 
when He wrote to his Familiars, 
and was mind to converſe with; 
Freedom. | 
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1 in Kinds Piints he a ts wives 
Credit to the Arabian Writers, :who 


have treated of Egypt and its Anti- 
quities; in others he ſhews himſelf 


a Man not over- fond of F ables and 
Romances. Ek aff 


* 
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| However, let his Opinions be what : 
they will, and his Sentiments never ſo 
extravagant in Matters of 8 eculation 
and Controverſy, ſo long as is Morals 
are ſound and good, there is 55 Occa- 
ſion to be captious. We need not 
fear that any Chriſtian, or any Man 
of Senſe will be proſely ted by his Let- 
ters to a Religion, which he himſelf, 
though profeſſing it, yet ſo 2 doubts 
| of, and ridicules, #209 

„ £ . 

He ſpeaks very honourably of 

CHRIST, and impartially of Chrif. 
lans, accufing their Vices rather than 
their Doctrines, and appearing all a- 
long a moderate Man in his Sentiments 
of Religion, and a Friend to Virtue and 

_ Reaſon, 


To te READER. 
Reaſon. If he diſcovers ſome Failings, 
in being too . melancholy, conſider, 
That he was a Mortal like other Men. 
However, Reader, admire his untaint- 
ed Loyalty, and imitate it. 


3 will td in this Volume true 
Hiſtory, with Variety of ſolid Re- 
marks; and not a few Secrets of Car- 
dinal Mazarim and Oliver Cromivell 
uncabinetted: Particularly that famous 
Intrigue carried on by Colonel Spinte- 
let, and his Confederates, to fave O- 


tend from being ſurprized by the 


Frencb, in the Year 16 8, and to bub- 
ble Two of the ableſl Statednen in 
Europe. : | | 


After all, aſſure thyſelf, that mY 
next Volume will contain more illu- 
ftrious Relations than any that hath 
gone before: Where you will hear of 
an End put to the War between France 


and Spain, after it had laſted five and 


twenty Years; and the Marriage of 


Lewis XIV with the Spaniſh Infantas 
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as alſo of an univerſal Peace in. Chriffs 
.endom :* The Reſtoration of Charles 'the 
Second to his Crown and Kingdoms, 
after Twelve Years, Exile in Foreigi 
Countries, and Twelve ſeveral Revo- 
Jutions of Government here at Home ; ; 
with many other: memorable and im- 
portant Events and Tranſactions in the 
World: As the dreadful Earthquake 
- which overturned Part of the Pyrencas 
_ Mountains; the more deſtructive 
Plague, which: ſwept away almoſt an 
Hundred Thouſand: People in London; 
and the deplorable Fire, which con- 
ſumed: the greateſt! Part of that famous 
| City i in-the Space of three Days. 


You will there alſo find an 1 
of the Death of that great Miniſter of 
State Cardinal Magurini Of the 
Duke of Orleans, Uncle to the French 

King: Of the Dutcheſs of Savoy : Of 
Can Foſephus, the Emperor's Bro- 
ther: Of the Duke of Yzndoſme: Of 
| the ages n-Mother of France and of 

| Philip- 
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Philip IV King of Spain, with other 
Perſons of Printely e, 4 


Far this W Was canal; 20 
3 to the Ottaman Porte Intelli 
gence of all Things, which were moſt 

remarkable in Eunane. And that his 
Letters might not ſeem tedious, he 
intermixed Moral Neflections, with 


| ſome Maxima of Policy, Effays. .of 


Reaſon, and; now and then, a Fouch 
of Pbiloſophy: And if we may gueſs 
at the Cauſe of his more abounding in 
theſe Kind of Miſcellany | Diſcourſes 
after the Vear 16 59. than he did be- 
fore; it ſecineth probable, that a gene- 

ral Peace, about ak Time, being & 
ftabliſhedr is Furmpe; he had little elſe 
to! vrite but His Obſervations on the 
ſeveral States and Courts of Chriftian 
Princes, the different Manners, Cuſ- 
toms, and Laws of People; the Coun- 
cils and Intrigues of Stateſmen ; with 
ſuch other Matters as occarred wor- 


thy of Notice, 
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If, e in this Volume or thoſe 
chat are to come, he ſeemeth in any of 
his Letters to alter his Opinion, and 
contradict his former Sentiments, re- 
member it is no more than what the 
greateſt Writers have done, Who have 
ied to old Age, as: this Agent did. 
o Body is ignorant of St. Auguſtine's 
Retractions, and Cornelius Agrippa's 
Vanity of Sciences : Wherein thoſe two 
great Authors ran counter to all they 
had writ before. And it were eaſy to 
one an hundred: ca bel ides. 
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= congratulates his Succeſſion to Darni dramas, 
a, Of the EletHon of a new German Empe- - 
— 7 Be Death 7 a 5 a the French De- 
en on Oftefid. ,-* 
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cient Heroes. 


| XIV. To Zeidi Alamanai, a Merchant at Venice. 264 
He recommends to him Fidelity, and gives him a Mort 


Account ef his Life. 
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Mahmut the Arabian, and vile of the 
Grand Signior's Slaves, io the Myſterious 
Eſad, Arbitrator of doubtful Probl, | 


 Pounee of the Mufties. 
HEN I firſt came to Paris, my In- 
ſtructions were not ſo full and — 


| cular, as to direct me 15 all Emergen- 
cies. A great many Thin — 7; 
left to my own Conduct and 2 

boch in Civil and Religious Matters. So, that if E. 


have made falſe Steps, I hope it will be excuſe- 
Vor. V. Ga * B A able 


* 
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able; in regard it is not ſo much my Fault as that 
of the Miniſters who reſide at the auguſt Porte.” 1 
have often addreſſed to them, defiring on ee 
Rules and Cautions in ſome peculiar Caſes which 1 


propoſed: But they have been very ſparing of their 


Counſels. It is true, indeed, about five Years ago 


I received ſome Eee ve Orders from the Vizir 
Laimacham, as alſo from thy San- al 


Azem, and the 
city: Wherein I was commmanded to write with all 
Freedom to the Grandees. This, with the other Di- 
rections, has been of great Uſe to me, It has armed 
me with freſh Courage, and removed the melancholy 
Apprehenſions I had of ſome Men's Revenge, whoſe 
Vices I reproved. Praiſe be to GOD, King of the 
Day of Judgment, I have accuſed no Man wrong- 
fully. Yet I was full of Fears, even in the Perform- 
ance of my Duty; knowing, that Mortals general-- 
ly love to have their Faults concealed, and purſue 
thoſe with Malice, who diſcover or apprehend them. 
But now all my Fears of that Kind are. vaniſhed. 
Yet I have "Bana of another Nature, which 
none but the infallible Guide of the Faithful can 


_ diſperſe. 


Ever ſince I have reſided here, 1 have been pre- 
ciſe in obſerving all the Precepts of our holy Law, 
ſo far as conſiſted with the Security and Succeſs of 


my. Commiſſion. For I have been forced to le 


over many Lies and falſe Oaths to conceal myſelf. 

T have likewiſe done Abundance of other irregular 
Things, to promote the Cauſe'T ami engaged in, for 
all which thou haſt vouchſafed me a Diſpenſation. 


There remains one Thing in which thy Advice is- 


neceſſary. | . | | 

I have been hitherto punQual in keeping the Faſt 
of 'Ramezan, at the Time appointed to all Muſſul- 
mam; which, thou knoweſt, falls earlier by eleven 
Days every Year than it did the Year before. So 


| that in the Space of Four and Thirty Years, it 


* paſſes 


— 


E. +” 
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paſſes through all the Four Seaſons. Now this fuc- 
live Variation of the gre reat Faſt cauſing. it ſome- 
times to fall at the very Times of the BY ſolemn. 
Feftivals among the Nazarenes, | ſuch as that which- 
they call their Chri/ Imas, which i is a Feaſt of thirteen, 
755 I fear, lea 'T may be tak 55 Notice of, ſhould, 
I. by celebratitig the Rae at thoſe Times, con 
tradict the univerſal Practice of all the Fra "iy 
ſtart Suſpicions in thoſe with whom 1 converts,” 8: | 
my Diſadvantage and Ruin. 
To thee, therefore, who art thewiſeſt of the Wiſe, 
I fly for Counſel in this Exigency, beſeeching, thee, 
to dictate plainly v wh am to do. : 
x þ know that, the . Wounded, or Travel- 
ers, al 'diſpenſe@ with, if they violate the ſacred 
Moon.” At ch ite the G ah of Paradiſe are 
opened, and inviſible Favours are done to the devout 
Obſervers of this Precept: Whilſt the Ayenues of 5 
Hell are barricadoed, and all the Devils ch te up 
from appearirig Adro od, or doing any. Thief i in 
the World. 3. Ry, Lam not ignorant of. The Indul- 
gence Which is ziwen yi Men under Rh Circum- | 
ſtances ;. provided the Garisfy th th Law, keeping 
the Faſt at fome « other Seaſon, mor 2 reeab ble to their 
Health, or other Neceſſities. And thus "har I.could * 
have filenced- the” Afarms' of my own Conſcience, , 
RG qr: _ knowing, &, that a Maſſulman 
is always allowed this iberty in oreign Cou 1tr 
much dice a Region of Inf fide ba 8 I TI 
But that which Laim at is to informed, whe / þ 
tler to püt the better Diſguiſe on myſelf, and 
more e to proſecute the Intereſt of the 
Grand Signior, I may not always celebrate this Faſt. 
at the preciſe Time that the e ans keep their 
Lent? For then I ſhould paſs unſu uſpected, and no 
Man would take me for any other than a Chriſtian ; 
and a Catholick: Nay, my Manner of daily Faſting , 
at that Time would raiſe me a Conſiderable Credit 
B 2 | _— 


Punctilio of Relig 
' Merciful, and it is his Will that the Empire of the 
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ay, the Chriſtians that know me, they would | 
me up for a Saint, or a very holy Man. For 
the Faſt of the Chriſtians i is /a Feaſt in Compariſon 


With the rigorous Abſtinence of the Mu ſulmans. 


Thoſe indeed refrain all Sorts of Fleſh, but th load 


| their Tables with Varie Parke of Aus and wh he ajn- 
at 


ties; neither have they 


Mans taſte” of nothing Gur the e, till the 

n i gone down, and the Stars appear. No, not 
even in the feen Deſarts of Arabia, where Men 
are ready to periſh of Thirſt ; yet no Man will ex- 
tend his Hand to the Water-pot to refreſh himſelf in 
thoſe unſpeakable Agonies, till the Shadow of the 
Earth is advanced into the higher Region of the 
Air, and has baniſhed the Wend | fe of the 
Sun. When, therefore, the Franks ſhall ſee me faſt 


after this auſtere Faſhion in their Lent, they will ſay, 


I am a very Frog fed Man, and a devout Catholick : 
For they ey ju e 8 by the Outſide. So if any. 
Danger ook threaten me, I ſhould find Friends 
among the Zealots, and the Indifferent would not 


Ge my Enemies: But the Wicked, whoſe black 


ilt has rendered them a Terror to themſelves, a8 
well as an Abomination to others, would ſtand in 
Fear of me. Thus, on all Hands, a Way would 
be open for me to Soak a Diſcovery of the Secrets 


committed to my Cha 


E would be much — to my Satisfaction, if 1 
could with Safety celebrate this Faſt in the very 
oon Whetein the Alcoras was brought, down, from 
feaven, as all good! Maſſulmans generally do: But 
I am taught not to betray, or fo much as hazard the 


Affairs of my rear Maſter for a mere Nicety or 
ion. GOD is the Merciful of the 


true Faithful ſnould be extended wherever the Moon 
or the Sun ſhine on Earth. 6 
Great 


„„ aThor' 2 
Great Oracle of the Muſſulmans, Doctor of Faith 
and Verity, it is in thy Power to confirm or ſhake 
my Reſolution in this Point : For from thy Sentence 
there is no Appeal. - . 
Paris, 5th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Tear 1654. 
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LETTER Il. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna, 2 


Mob informeſt me, that the King of the 
Romans is dead, and that divers Prodigies 
happened about the Time of his expiring. Whilſt 
others report, that the German Emperor himſelf died 
the gth of the laſt Moon. However, I ſhall tranſ- 
mit thy Advice to the Shining Poe; not truſting to 
the uncertain Intelligence of Fame. 1 
Kings and Emperors muſt reſign up their Breath, 
as well as other Mortats. It is a Tribute we all owe 
to Nature, who will be paid one Time or other. 
Neither has ſhe ever exempted any from the com- 
mon Lot, fave Enoch, Elias, and Jeſus the Son of 
Mary. Theſe were holy Prophets, perfect Saints, 
and void of original Sin, and therefore received an 
Indulgence : Though thoſe of your Nation, , and the 
Chriſtians believe, that the laſt of theſe three died 
ES THE 1 
As for all others, they have either been diſſolved 
by Sickneſs, or ſnatched away by ſudden Death: 
Some by an inviſible Dart from Heaven; others by 
the ruder Hand of Mortals like themſelves; Millions 
by the Sword and Spear, and ten Millions by the 
ſwifter and more unavoidable Stroke of the Arrow 
and Bullet: Whilſt not a few have received their 
Za "WS 3 Death 
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Death from the ee whieh ſupported their 
Life, An unruly Fire has crumbled ſome into their 


firſt Atoms, and mingled their Aſhes with thoſe of 
their Houſes and Beds'of Repoſe ; Whilſt Water, a 
contrary Principle, has quenched the vital Flame in 
others. There is but one Way to enter into this 
Life; but the Gates of Death, and the inviſible 
State, are without Number; and the greateſt Mo- 
narch may as well fall by the Prick of a Thorn, as 
by the Edge of a Sword. Every Time I ſwallow my 
Meat, I remember the Fate of him who was choaked 
by a Grain of Pepper; and that of Anacreon the 
Poet, who was ſtrangled by the Stone of a Raiſin. . 
Let I am not ſolicitous in chufing or avoiding par- 
ticular Deaths, knowing, that no human Counſel 
can prevent the Decrees of Deſtiny. It rather pleaſes 
me to think (ſuch is my Ambition) that by whatſo- 
ever Method I am ſent to the Grave, there I ſhall be 
equal to the Alexanders, Cæ ſars, Timurlengs, and 
the greateſt Mortals; for there is no Diſtinction of 
Noble and Vulgar in that Region of Anarchy, where 
all Ranks are levelled in the But As Diogenes told 
Alexander the Great; when the Monarch, beholding 
that Philoſopher in a Charnel-Houſe, his Eyes at- 
tentively fixed on the Bones of the Dead which lay 
in Heaps, aſked him, What he was doing? To 
which Diogenes replied, I am looking for thy Fa- 
« ther Philip's Bones, but cannot diſtinguiſh them 
from thoſe of his Slaves.” , Some: ſuch Thoughts 
as theſe might, perhaps, firſt occaſion the Cuſtom of, 
writing Epitaphs'on the Sepulchres of eminent Per- 
ſons. Among which I have read ſome made by the 
Entombed themſelves, whilſt they were on this Side 
the Grave, and for their ſingular Fancy were thought 
worthy to be recorded by Hiſtorians, Such as this, 
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1 Sabbas of Milan, y Blood a Caſtilian, 
Friar and Knight of Jeruſalem, wiſh a 

. happy Reſurrettion to my Aſhes. White 1 
was alive among Mortals, a Little ſa- 

\. tisfied me. Now I am dead, and alone in 

my Grave, 1 am content with Leſs. 1 
neither knew myſelf what I was, nor do 
thou enquire. 7. raveller, whoever thou art, 
if thou be pious, pray for me, and paſs on. 

| Farewel, and live mindful of Death. Live- 

ing. J provided this Epitapb knowing 4 
muſs die. 

The Birth and Life of — are 1 
but Toil and Death. 


Such. another was that of Heliodorus, a Moor; who 
cauſed himſelf to be buried near to the Pillars of Her- 
cules, with thls Inſcription. on his Tomb. 


I Heliodorus,. 4 mad Carthaginian, hw 

commanded by my laſt Will and Teftament, 

' that 1 ſhould be interred here in this fartheſt 
Angle of the World; to make Experiment, 
whether any Man, more Mad than my- 
felf, would travel thus far to v OW t 

Sepulchre. 


But that which Semiramis cauſed to be inſcribed 


on her Tomb was a perfect Satire on che Living. 
It was this: 8 
B 4 N J Se- 
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I Semiramis, whilft Living, never was in 
Need of Money; yet was always compaſ- 
fonatè to the Poor. Now 1 am dead, my 
Grave is my Treaſury. If any of Royal . 
Race be in Want, let him open this Dormi-„ 
zory, and he ſball find a Supply. | = 


When Darius conquered Babylon, and was told 
of this Epitaph; ſtung with Avarice, he cauſed. the 
Sepulchre to be opened in his own Preſence. But, 
inſtead of Money, they only found a Tablet of Braſs, 
with theſe Words engraven on it. 


My Epitaph is a Riddle. This is the Inter- 
pretation : I never was Covetous; only 
ſuch are Poor, theſe I pity; and have 
therefore provided ibis Leſſon as a Trea- 
ſure, for the Man who for Lucre ſhall pre- 
ſume to violate my Tomb. 5 5 


IF thou wilt Rob the Living, forbear to Plun- 
der the Dead ; leſt they bring thee to Shame, 
as I have done. EE 


Thou telleſt me, That the Emperor ſeems not to | 
de much grieved for the Death of his Son, the Ro- 
man King. Perhaps his Sorrow is ſo great, that it 
cannot find a Vent. Violent and uncommon Paſ- 
ſions are apt to ſmother within the Heart, whilſt on- 
ly ſmaller Griefs break forth into Tears. | 


\ 


N 
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It was a memorable Saying of a certain King of 
Egypt, who was overcome by Casbyſet the Perfian + 
| Monarch, and taken Captive with all is Children; 
ven the cruel Conqueror, to ſport himſelf in the 
Miifery of his Royal Priſoners, aid inſuft over the 
= vanquiſhed Egypriens, firſt cauſed the Daughter of 
the captive King to be employed in the meaneſt Of- 
0 fices with the common Slaves, before her Father's 
JFace: Then his Son to be bridled and curbed like a 
= Horſe, with à vaſt Burthen tied on his Back, at both 
= which diſmal SpeQacles, the poor Egyptian Monarc 
fhed not one Tear : But when he 8 ond that ha 
| formerly been his Servant, feduced to great Poverty, 
he wept bitterly. Camby/e/ aſking him the Reaſon, 
why he ſeemed ſo inſenſible of his Childrens Cata- 
mity, and yet was touched with fo tender a Grief 
for the Misfortune of a Stranger? He anſwered, 
« Son of Cyrus, the Deſolation of my Family af- 
« flicts me with fo profound a Sorrow, that no 
« Tears can expreſs it: But my Compaſſion to this 
1 diſtreſſed Servant, being not ſo violent, eaſily 
« breaks forth into Fears. r 
' Nathan, Lwiſh thee neither extreme Joy, nor Grief, 
for they are both hurtful to the Heart. 1 


Paris, 1ſt of the 8th Moon, 
P the Tear 1654. 
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" Wonders. go 
W 1 contemplate thy Life ſo full of "wy 
cence, and void of the very Shadow of Vice, 
I am like a Serpent rouzed-from his Sleep by a Breeze 
of cooler Wind, q the. Noiſe of a Traveller on the 
Road: My Soul | ſtarts z and, unfolding all the drowzy 
Curls of enſuality, ſtretches itſelf; at full Length: 
Surprized: and aſhamed of its own Lethargy, it ſwift- 
y retires into any dark Corner, to cover itſelf from 
the Light of its own Faculties, and from the bright- 
er RefleQians of zby Mule wen e 2 
Beams of the FR, N 1 
I do not p pref ſy curſe. my fell, the Hour of my 
Nativity, riends that — flattered me into an 
erroneous Belief of my own Virtue; or my Enemies 
that have provoked me, and by various rains en- 
tangled me in the Paths of Vice. Such Malediction 
only becomes the Mouth of a Jew or a Ljbertine : 
For we arrive at Perfection, not by. curſing the 
Evil, but by imitating the Good. 

I had rather bleſs the Hour of Conjunction, the 
Influence of my better Stars, and the Conſtellations. 
of a more propitious Horoſcope, the Moment when 
J had the Honour to touch the Sand before thy Feet 
with my Lips in that Sandtuary of Holineſs. Oh 
thou Patron of good Intentions; ſincere Reformer 
of human Brrors; refulgent Pattern of the Pious ; 
Glory of the Wiſe ; moft excellent of the Excellent, 
Phoenix of the Age! 

Praiſe 
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a Spy at Paris. th: 
Praiſe be to GOD, the Firſt and the Laſt: Peace to 
the Angels who ſtand round his Throne, and to the 
Prophets who rejoice in his Preſence. An univerſal 
Jubilee to all the Inhabitants of Paradiſe: An eter- 
nal Felicity to the Saint of the Deſart on Earth, 
whoſe Soul is expanded as wide as the Firmament. 
Ils am raviſhed, and full of Eeſtaſies, becauſe there 
is not found thy Equal on this Side the Clouds. 
When thou ſhalt be — from the Earth, the 
Mirror of Mortals, the Flower of human Nature 
is gone. The Trees of the Wilderneſs will lament 
thy Death, by whoſe Preſence they flouriſhed, and 
brought forth their Fruit in due Seaſon. At thy 
Departure, the Graſs of the Field will fade and 
wither, conſcious: that thy Merits drew down the 
Rain and Dew of Heaven, to render Arabia fertile 
in Herbage. i „ 
The Beaſts will languiſh for Want of Paſture; 
and Men will bewail the Dearth of the Land; know- 
ing, that the Life of the Juft cauſes the Ground to 
produce a plenteous Harveſt, | 
But no Mourning: will be like that of Mahmut, 
who can. boaſt. of thy particular Friendſhip ;: and 
in loſing thee will be as if he were deprived of the 
Light of the Sun, or the Morning Air, or the Be- 
nefit of Fire and Water: For ſo thy Favours are re- 
—_—_ as the Elements, without which we cannot 
ive. e | 
— Therefore as oft as F turn my Face to the City, 
ſanQified hy the Birth of our Holy Prophet; I fend 
up my Vows to Heaven for thy long Life; beſeech- 
ing GOD for the univerſal Good of Nature, to con- 
tinue the Man on Earth, the Veſtment of whoſe Soul 
- compoſed of Rays darted from all the fortunate 
tars. - | f N 
Tell me, O thou Holieſt of the Holy Ones in the 


Eaſt; Favourite of the Angels; ſecret Friend ofithe 
Eternal, Envoy-Extraordinary from he Omnipotent; 


Agent 
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Agent incognito for the Court of Heaven! Tell me 
by what Chart I ſhall ſteer my Courſe through this 
Life, uncertain as the Sea, and toſſed with as many 
Tempeſts, I find in myſelf manifeſt Inclinations to 
Virtue, and whatſoever is Good; yet I ftill miſ- 


take the Methods of attaining my End. I would 
fain be perfectly pious, juſt, and wiſe ; but know not 
how to compaſs my Deſign. One Event or other ſtill nn 


fruſtrates my Labour: Either a Friend or an Enemy, 
a Relation or a Stranger, Caſualties without, or my 
Paſſions within, ſtop me in the Beginning, or the 
Midſt of à glorious Career, the Race which cannot 
de run without noble Agonies. 

Then I take Breath; and rouzing myſelf with 
freſh Vigours; I chearfully addreſs to the Combat, 
which crowns the Victor with Immortality. My 
Courage is great, my Reſolution fixed, at the firit 
fetting out: I gain Ground on a ſudden; the Wheels 
of = Chariot are, for a Time, like thoſe of the Sun, 
whoſe momentary Advances are not perceived by 
Mortals. But before I get half Way tothe Meridian, 
ſome unſkilful Phaeton, an erroneous Thought, or a 
giddy Paſſion, overthrows me. Either old Habits, 
or new Temptations, hinder - me from gaining the 
Prize in the Olympicks of Virtue. | > TI 
Thus, often foiled, I retire with Shame and Weaks 
neſs; and, finding no Redreſs within, I fly to thee, 
who art created a Director of the World. ! 

It will be an Offence to make Repetitions, and aſk 
Counſel again: I wilt henceforth endeavour to fol- 
low thy Example, which is certainly the moſt correct 

Rule of a Religious Life. But then I cannot ſerve 
the Grand Signior in this Poſt. Refolve my Doubts. 
Is it lawful for me to abandon my Duty, and retire 
into a Deſart? If nat, I will ere& a Solitude in the 
Mlidſt of this populous City, and build an Hermitage 
in my own Heart. If I cannot arrive at the Per- 
fections I aim at, I will at leaſt endeavour to — | 

good 
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good as I can. There is a religious Dexterity, b7 
| which a Man may, in the Midſt of worldly Buſineſs, 
make for himſelf Paths of Innocence, and walk free 
| HE from the general Contagion of Mortals. If I cannot 
perform any eminent Good, I will take Care to ab- 
ttain from enormous Evils: Neither will I commit 
tue leaſt, without a good Intention; which, I am 
EF affured by the Mufti, ſometimes ſanQtifies a bad 
Action. If I lye, or forſwear myſelf, it ſhall be to 
We ſerve my great Maſter. If I diſſemble my Religion, 
and counterfeit a Chriſtian, I will propoſe to myſelf 
the greater Advantage of the Muſſulman Faith: Thus 
== ſome higher End ſhall always direct my Intention 
and Performances. | 
Baut if thou wilt tell me after all, that this is not 
the Way to Paradiſe, I will forſake all worldly In- 
W tereſt, wherein I find ſo many Entanglements, and 
take up my Reſidence in ſome humble Cave, or 
| Cleft of a Rock, or Hollow of a Tree; where I 
W will ſpend the reſt of my Days in c— 
the Firſt Eſſence, and all that flows from it. I wilt 
bid a final Adieu to this perfidious Age, to the vain 
| Generation of Mortals that live in it, to whoſe Con- 
| verſe I ſhall have Reaſon to prefer that of the Beaſts, 
who are far more innocent, and leſs debauched than 
Men. For Lions and Tigers, in the utmoſt Fury 
of their Hunger, abſtain from preying on thoſe of 
their own Kind. Man is the only Cannibal, who 
devours his Brother, and greedily ſwallows down 
2 Blood of him who bears the ſame Image as him- 
I ſpeak not of the ancient Scythians, Maſſagetes, 
or Tartars; nor of the more modern. Savages in 
America,” who ſtuffed their greedy Paunches with 
human Fleſh. Their Barbariſm has crept, by Tranſ- 
migration, into the moſt civilized Empires and States; 
and is not the leſs cruel, becauſe it bas changed its 
3 | e 
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Nor do I tax the more excuſable Epicuriſm' of 

thoſe, who ranſack all the Elements for Dainties; 
whoſe Tables are loaded with the ſlaughtered Car- 
Laſſes of Birds, Beaſts, and Fiſhes ; their Houſes 
_ polluted with an extravagant Profuſion of the Blood 
of thoſe Creatures, which the Eternal Mind formed 
to live, and enjoy the Fruits of the Earth, as well 
CO oo, Se at Es = 
But II accuſe the Oppreſſors of Men, thoſe Canni- 
bals in Diſguiſe, whoſe very Bread is mingled with 
the Marrow of the Poor; and their greater Delica- 
cies are Ragoos, compounded of the Blood of Wi- 
dows and Orphans; whilſt they ſtarve and ruin 
whole Families, to ſupport a needleſs Grandeur, a 
momentary Pomp, which vaniſhes almoſt as ſoon as 
it appears. „„ 067 8 1 | 
Yet thefe Men think to pacify Heaven by build- 
ing magnificent Temples and Oratories ; by entail- 
ing their Eſtates on Convents and Hoſpitals : As if 

the Omnipotent were to be bribed ; or took Pleaſure 
in Gifts, which are but the Fruits of Robbery and In- 
juſtice. Can the Sacrifices of Infidels be more ac- 
Ceptable, becauſe they are made on Altars of Gold? 
Or even the Prayers of * in that they are 
breathed out in Moſques, built of the fineſt Marble, 
cruſted over with precious Stones, and adorned 
with Carpets, and Hangings of the richeſt Tiſſues 
_ Brocades > The ancient Pagans can inſtruct us 
THT. © | . 

Thou wilt not think me tedious, if J relate a 
Paſſage, which juſt c omes into my Mind, of a cer- 
tain great Man in Aſia, who poſſeſſed vaſt Herds of 
Cattle, and was accuſtomed to make magnificent 
Oblations to the Gods. This Grandee once made a 
Pilgrimage to Delphos, famous in thoſe Days for the 
Oracle of Apollo. He carried with n a Hundred 
Bulls, whoſe Horns were enchaſed in Gold, being 
| ſpurred on with extraordinary Devotion, and deſign- 
„5 . » ing 


a act nee rate. 
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ing to do a ſingular Honour to the God. When he 
arrived at the Place, puffed up with his coſtly Preſents, 
and the Flatteries of his Attendants; he boldly ap- 
proached the Temple, thinking no Man on Earth more 
vorthy of the God's Friendſhip than himſelf; de- 
8 manding of the Py:honeſs, (for ſo they called the Wo- 
man, who performed the Office of Prieſthood there) 
Who, among all Mortals, made the moſt acceptable 

= Sacrifices, and departed with the greateſt Bleſſing 
from the Oracle? (for he preſumed the Pre-eminence 
would be granted to himſelf.) When ſhe anſwered, 
= T7 hat one Clearchus of Methydrium, was the moſt de- 
vout and dear to the Gods of all len. 
Aſtoniſhed above Meafure at this unexpected Re- 
ply, the vain Bigot reſolved to find out this Man, 
and learn of him what Method he took to pleaſe the 
Divinity. He haſtens therefore to Methydrium : And 
when he firſt came within View of it, he deſpiſed 
the Meannefs of the Place, judging it impoſtible, 
that one Man, or alt the Town, could be able to 
preſent the Gods with more magnificent Oblations 
than he. Having found out Clearchus, he aſked him, 
What Sacrifices he ufed to make to Apollo? To 
whom | Clearchus replied, < I am a poor Man, and 
© when I go to Delphos, I carry neither Silver nor 
* Gold; but only a Baſket of Fruits, the beſt that 
« my Farm affords, which TI freely offer to the 
« Powers which govern All Things, and from 
hom ch receive . enjoy. Moreover, 
« F keep the appointed Holy Days; and my poorer 
* Neighbours go chearful from 7 Table. 7x never 
e killed any Thing: Nor have I done to another 
4 that which I would not have done to myſelf. I 
« pray to Jupiter every Morning before the Sun 
« ares, and at Night when he goes down: I keep 
„ myſelf and my Cottage clean. In all Things 
© elſe I live like the Beaſts, that is, according to 
Nature. C 
„ Thou 
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Thou wilt perceive by this, O pious Eremite, that 
Simplicity and Innocence are the — acceptable 8a · 
crifices to the ſupremely Merciful: And that the 
moſt High God takes no Pleaſure in the Smoak of 


__ burnt Offerings, or the pompous Addrefſes of the 7 
© Great; but only in the pure Flames of a devout il 


Heart ; the Integrity of a juſt Man, void of Deceit 
and Guile. - 


Thou, illuſtrious Mabuntmed, art the Perſon in 


whom theſe Things are verified. May GOD ſhelter 
thee with his Mercies, tothe Hour of ranſmigration, 
and beyond the laſt Flight of Time. | 


Paris, iſt of the 8th Moon, 
ef the Tear 1 655 
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7 the Kaimacham, 


HERE are two Actions which. ak up all 
\ the Diſcourſe at preſent. One is the Siege of 
| Fre, a ſtrong Town in Flanders, before which the 

French Army is newly laid down, The other is the 
inveſting, of. Arras by the Spaniards. 

It is the Preſence of many illuſtrious Perſonages, 
that renders both theſe Sieges conſiderable. In the 
French Camp are preſent, the King, Cardinal Ma- 
' 2arini, and all the Grandees of the Court. In the 
$ aniſb, are Arch-Duke Leopold, the Prince of Conde, 
ancis Duke of Lorrain, with others. of Prime Qua- 

it | 
They are very vigorous on both Sides in preſſing 
and defending theſe two Places; as if the Fate of 
both Kingdoms were now at Stake. In my Opinion 


France runs the greateſt Hazard: For, if the Sga- 
| * mniards 


ol 4 Serv at Pants. ty 
Wd; ſhould prove ſucceſsful in what, it is faid, 
3 they have reſolved upon, that is, the Relief of Ste- 
if they ſhould give Battle and get the ee 
Way would be open for them to penetrate into the 
oowels of France. And it is thought many Towne 
n this Kingdom would . their Gates to them, 
SS hilt the Prince of Conde is at the Head of their 
army, who does all Things in the Name of the 
rench King: Even his Rebellion itſelf is maſqued 
under the ſpecious Title, „Of taking up Arms to 
eſcue the captive King from the Hands of Magarini, 
and his Adherents.” A pretty Way of ſeducing the 
People from their Obedience. The Partizans, and 
indeed all the French, are divided into Cabals and 
Parties; ſome eſpouſing the Prince of Conde's Inter- 
eſt, whilſt others manifeſt an incorruptible Loyalty 
to their Sovereign. I approve the Morals of the lat- 
ter, yet | rejoice at the Treaſons of the for- 
mer, wiſhing their inteſtine Quarrels may continue 
until the Day of the Earthquake. „ 
Eliachim the Jew follows the Court, which ra- 
ther ought now to be called the Camp. His private 
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1 Affairs call him that Way: From him I receive fre- 


quent Advice of the moſt important Matters in that 
Theatre of War. He informs me, That the King 
of Frances Preſence, in the Siege of Stenay, inſpires 
his Soldiers with more than ordinary Vigour: And 
that he ſhews daily Proofs of an extraordinary Cou- 
rage. He was one whole Night on Horſeback, 
giving Orders, and directing his Engineers. Next 
orning he ſendeth a Summons to the Governor; 
| who made a ſtout Reply, being reſolved to hold out 
to the laſt Extremity ; and therefore allied out of 
the Town with a Party of reſolute Men, who killed 
near Four Thouſand of the Beſiegers. = 
Baut, alas, theſe Infidels are only ſtout whilft well 
fed: Not knowing what it is to endure the Rigours 
of Famine, and other intolerable Hardſhips. __ >; 
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the Weſtern Hiſtories they cannot match the Bravery 
of a Garriſon in the impregnable Fortreſs of Merdin, 
famous, in our Annals, for ſuſtaining a Seven Years 


Siege, where the mighty Timurleng lay before it 1 


with his invincible Army. That Scourge of He- 
ven, to terrify the Beſieged and give them an Earneſt el 
of his Reſolution, cauſed all the old Trees round 
about this Place to be cut down, and young ones to 
be planted in far greater Numbers; declaring, at 
the ſame Time, 'T hat he would not raiſe the Siege 


« until thoſe Trees ſhould be mature enough to bear 


4 Fruit: When that Time came he ſent a Preſent 
of the Fruits to the Governor of the Garriſon, as 


likewiſe of Mutton ; with this Meſſage, _* That he 
« took Pity on ſo brave a Man, fearing leſt he ſhould 
« ſtarve for Want of Neceſſaries.” 85 
As ſoon as the Governor had received theſe Pre- 
ſents, turning te the Meſſenger, he faid, Go tell 


4 thy Maſter I thank him for his Preſent of Fruits: 
« But for the Fleſh we ſhall have no. Occaſion, ſo 


1 Jong as our Ewes afford us Milk enough to ſuſtain 
„ the whole Garriſon. And that thy Maſter may 
c be afſured we are not in want of that, I will ſend 


„ him a Preſent of Cheeſes made of the ſame.” 


Accordingly he commanded four Cheeſes to be de- 
livered to the Meſſenger; which when Timurleng 
ſaw, and had heard the Words of the Governor, he 
deſpaired of reducing that Place, although he had 
lain. before it Seven Years wanting only Two Moons: 
But had he underſtood what Sort of Cheeſes theſe 
were, he would, no Doubt, have changed his Re- 
ſolution: For, it ſeemeth, they were made of the 
Milk of Bitches, and were the very laſt Suſtenanee 
the Garriſon had, except the Flefh itſelf of thoſe un- 


clean Animals. 


| Believe me, ſage Miniſter, ſuch Examples of Pa- 
tience and Fortitude are very rare. And this was 
the more. remarkable, in that it was the hrſt —— 
Rug EO where 


- (. 
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err bere that invincible General's Hand met with 4 
Zin, 1 Lepulſe. . a „ 
ars 
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he \HIS is the Anniverfary Day of my Nativity: 
Id which I celebrate not, as others do on ſuch 


kn Occaſion, with Mirth. and Revelling, with Mu- 
ck and Songs. My Chamber is not perfumed with 
the Incenſe of 2 nor with any extraordinar 

Odours: Neither is it adorned with Flowers, Laurel, 
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o or the Branches of green Trees. I am not at the 
n xpence of coſtly Oils to burn in a Multitude of 
Lamps, and make joyful Illuminations, as at a Feaſt; 
| Such pompous Vanity leave to thoſe who, perhaps, 


have more Reaſon to be merry in this Life, than the 
thoughtful and penſive Mahmut can find out. 

On the other Side, I ſpend not this Day in extreme 
and fruitleſs Mourning: But, retaining an Indiffer- 
ence of Mind, I conſecrate it to the Service of my 
Reaſon and Contemplation; which are the only 
Things confiderable in mortal Man. VVV 
From the Minute that I firſt awakened this Morn- 
ing, I have been pondering on myſelf. and Human 
Nature. I ſuffered my anxious Thoughts to ſtart 
back beyond the Hour of my Birth, reflecting on 
the Impriſonment I ſuffered. in my Mother's Womb, 
. which yet I cannot in the leaſt remember. And this 
is the Caſe of all Men. We know not how we came 

into this open World of Light from that oy of 
WI ar 
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Darkneſs; nor that ever we were ſo ſlrut up, bat a 
we are told by our Parents; and common Exper- 
ence confirms us, that this is the Lot of all Mortal, 
How then ſhall we be able to diſcover what Staten 
we were in before our Conception? Whether well 
were in the Rank of Things which have Exiſtence ne 
or whether we were not hid in the Womb of No-. 
thing? I tell thee this Thought has filled me with 
great Inquietudes. I am' reſtleſs to know my oπỹ 
Original. I would fain be informed if that which 
they call the Soul be a Subſtance diſtin from the 
Body, or only a finer Part of Matter, a Quinteſſence 8 
of the Elements. If it be diſtin, as I have Reaſon 
to believe, it would be a fingular Happineſs to be 
ſatisfied where it was, before united to this Machine 
of Fleſh and Bones; and whether that Union be vo- 
luntary or forced: For I muſt profeſs myſelf to be 
Dark as to theſe Scrutinies. Some- nn 
times I join with the Platonifts, and conclude all hu 
man Souls to be Particles of the Divine Nature, 
Beams of the eternal Sun: And, that although our 
Light be now obſcured and veiled under this Cloud 
of earthly Matter, yet we have formerly ſhined with 
an undiminiſhed Splendor, when only embodyed in 
the clearer Air, or more, refined Subſtance of the Sky, WW 
Perhaps, I think, for fome Errors committed in that 
ſuperior State, we are ſent down into theſe Bodies, 
as into Priſons, for our Puniſhment. Then I am 
vexed at the fatal Dulneſs of my Memory, that re- 
| tains no Idea of my paſt Condition. 5 
At other Times (for like all Mortals I am ſubject 
to Change) I embraced the Doctrines of Eythagorat, 
which, thou knoweſt, are generally entertained all 
over the Eat: And, believing the Tranſmigration 
of Souls from one living Creature to another, I can- 
not be certain but that I have been an Elephant, a 
Camel, or a Horſe; or, perhaps, ſome more con · 
temptible Animal: And for aught I know I have un- 
= dergone 


© Spy at Pants, | * 
gone all the various Kinds of Metamorphoſis that 


t a8 
er. er Ovid mentioned. 


SE However, be it how it will, I ſee no Grounds to 


tals 

tate ke any extravagant Solemnity on the Account of 
will being born to what I am now, that is, a Man: 
ce, r I think we are the only Spectaele of Folly and 

No ſery among all the Creatures of Go. | 

ith We boaſt of Arts and Sciences; yet the wiſeft of 


will Wortals are always moſt ſenſible, 'Fbat they know 
thing. One Man builds a ſtately Houſe, a Place 
Repoſe and Refuge for himſelf and his _— | 


ace other cometh and pulls it down, demolifhing the 
on ly ſtanding Monument of his Brother's Prudence, 


1 rather of his Folly, who, perhaps, conſumed the 


ne eated Part of his Eſtate in that coſtly Fabrick: 

o- bhereas, among all his Sciences, had he but learn- 
be to Know Himſelf, an humble convenient Cottage 
e puld have ſerved his Neceſſities during his ſhort 


e, and ſo he might have avoided the Stroke of 


I tell thee, my Friend, I cannot build Altars to 
une, nor adore the external Pageantry of the 
ich and Great. I equally bate to be flattered my- 
it. as thoſe: who. invite their Friends to ſolemnize 

cir Birch- Dax. CF 
vet in thus contemning external Honour I do the 
reateſt Reverence to myſelf, whilſt I preſerve my 
eaſon free from being violated or prophaned by 


vf the Tear 1674. 
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LETTER. vI. 


2 0 the Selictar Aga, or Sword-Bearer 1 „ g 
a the Grand Signior. at Srv . 7 


8² ME 8 8 we e to be. 4 a nl 3 
this City for want of News. But of late we 


| have been rouzed by Poſt upon Poſt; Some brivg- 1 
ing Intelligence of the Surrender of Stenay to the 
French King; others of the Revolt of Barcelona from 
the Spaniards. But that which is of -freſheſt' Date, 
and for which all the Streets of Paris are this Night 
illuminated with Bone-firesj. is the Relief of os 5 


where the French have obtained a glorious Victory 1 
The Number of the Dead is not yet known, but ſaid i 


to be very great. And it is certain the Victors have 

taken above Seven "Thouſand Priſoners, * Can- al 
umber 

ate and rich Furniture of 


non, Five Thouſand A el an equal 
of Horſes, with all the P 3 
the Prince of Conde, Arch-Duke' Leopolal, Francis of 


Lorrain, and the other Grandees of the Spaniſſ Ar- 


my. In fine, the French are Maſters of the Town 
and of the Field, and all Flanders proce now WE 4 
little to hoid them. Mr neee . 29 

"Theſe continual Succelles and mock to whe 
Eftabliſhment of Cardinal Magarini, who now ſeem- 
eth above the Stroke of Misfortune or Malice} Vet 
no Man can call himſelf happy until the Hour of 
his Death, which alone relea 8s from all buman 


Miſeries. | 45 „N 0 
Some Days ago I received a Laner Go des 


Zen Saddi, which informeth me of the Death of the 
Roman King, and of ſeveral Prodigies which were 


ſeen before, and about the Time of his Departure. 
When he was firſt taken ſick, there aroſe a violent 


Tempeſt of Wind, which blew down the Croſs from 
| IT one 


5+ | | 4 Spy at Panis. >. 0 
We of the Churches. After this followed a terrible 
rthquake, that ſhook the whole City, threatening. 
remove its Foundations. Moreover an old Eagle, 
EDomeſtick of the Imperial Palace, and that had 
ed there many Years, took Wing, the Day before 
King's Sickneſs, and flew quite away. Then 
gBells of the Imperial aye," rung thrice, of their 
= accord, in the Space of Twelve Hours. Thus 
te Jew aſſureth me is true. There are additi- 
al Reports of ſtrange Apparitions that were ſeen 
out Vienna, during the Sickneſs of this Prince, as 

g Funeral Proceſſion, after Midnight, through the 
ourts of the Palace; and of a Shower of warm 
good, that fell at Noon-Day, in the Streets of that 
ity. But theſe I have only from the Mouth of 


1 mmon Fame, which, thou knoweſt, does not al- 
MH ays ſpeak Truth _ | | 


== 1 deſire thee, and all the Miniſters, to make Diſ- 
Ynction between thoſe Paſſages which I aſcertain -_ 
nd the doubtful Relations of the Multitude. In 
eeſe Caſes Men are prone to Superſtition, and love 
be the Authors of portentous News. But thou 
ayeſt believe what the Few relateth ; for he never 
ffecteth to be fabulous. FN lot” 
It would tempt one to aſk, What ſtrange hidden 
Power produceth theſe unuſual Signs? Whether we 
ortals are under the Cuſtody of inviſible Beings, - 
ho teach the Elements, and other Creatures, to ut- > 
Ser the future Events of Fate? Or whether all theſe: 
ST hings, which appear fo ſtrange and ſurprizing, be 
Pot mere Caſualties; Accidents of Nature happening 
f Courſe, and only made remarkable by tlieir time- 
Ing? Who knoweth but that the voluntary ringing * 
f the Bells might proceed from the Motion of the 
lower wheie they hung, during the Earthquake? 
or, Why need we wonder that a Croſs or a Creſcent 
hould be blown down from the Lop of an high Mi- 
aret, by a violent Tempeſt of Wind? © 
24 = Theſe 
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Theſe Things appear to me as natural as for the 
Rain to lodge all the Corn in the Fields; or for 
Storm to tear up the Trees by the Roots; overturn 
Houſes, and commit a Thoufand other Violences, ne 
Neither do I perceive any Thing worth Admiration 
in the Flight of the Eagle. Perhaps ſome royal Ca. 
price ſprung in the Head of that King of Birds, 
which he never felt before. There is nothing of 
Prodigy in all this, but only becauſe it happened at nel 
ſuch a critical Juncture. Had it been at another nl 
Time, no Body, perhaps, would have taken Notice 
ol it, any more than they do of Earthquakes at Va- 
_ ples, which are common in that Country, where the 
Earth is very hollow, being made ſo by Veins of con- 
tinual burning Sulphur. They have felt ſeveral in 
that Kingdom within theſe Two Moons, as alſo at ll 
Rome; but no great Hurt has been done. 
Nathan informs me alſo, that the Venetian Am- 
baſſador at Vienna hath diſtributed great Sums of ⁵⁶ 
Money, in Token of his Joy, for the late Victory 
that — obtained againſt the — xp 4 
This appears to me a real Prodigy, that the Otto- 
mans Who are invincible by Land, yet ftill come off 
nnen, | x 
Queen Chriftina of Sweden is expected here before 
long. She came to Antwerp in the Habit of a Man, 
which occaſions Variety of Cenſures. The French 
eall her the Learned Amazon, ſhe being well verſed 
in many Languages and Sciences. They extol her 
Virtues. and Perfections, ſtiling her the Phenix of 
the Age. All the Weſtern Nasarenes are devout Ad- 
mirers of Women: And one of their famous Sages, 
whom they call Henry Cornelius Agrippa, wrote a 
ſeleQ Treatiſe in Praiſe of that Sex; wherein he en- 
deavoureth to prove that they are more excellent 
and noble Creatures than Men. But he would find 
few, Proſelytes in the Eat. | a 


It 
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| YTis certain, there have been very famous Women 
1 all Ages, 1 be Envy . | 
5 their due Praiſe. | Such was Dido, Queen of 
. , the 3 Lucretia, the Sils, Theana, 
1 ychagoras s Wife, with his Daugliter Dana, Sappho 
ee Poeteſs, with innumerable others, both of Ea 
nd Hieft, renown'd for their Virtue, Learning, or 
1 alour in the Wars. But it does not follow, that ; 
at Whey therefore ſurpaſs Men. 79.7 
Let us beep the Rank in which G0 and Nature 
ee placed us, without being churliſt or effeminate. 
and wis! is the beſt Way to get and retain the Eſteem 
1 pf that nice er, who hate a Clown and deſpiſe 4 
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To Regen Hali, his Brother, Maſter 7 the Z 
_ Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. | 


re 
b i HOU. art the to 0 TA Loo unmaſk : With 


others I convenſe (like our Women in Turi. 


r e e « Veil. When Lite to the Grandees of 
fie Porte, 'tis neceſſary for me to difſemble 7 
|- Things ;- and to feign ſome, that I may be credited 
„ ia others, and not be ſuſpected in But with 
a thee I uſe no Artifice or Diſguiſe : Thou. haſt a 
- kind ef natural Right to my ferret. thoughts be- 
t 


DV) ond the Claim of 2 Brother. I owe thee an entire 
NJ Contdence on the Score of Friendſhip ; and T ſeem - 

o-wrong my ſeif, when I conceal my Sentiments 
an For, Belides the Tie of Blood, we were 
Partners 3 in the 1 of Youth: _ 
- e 


26 TLJLerrers Writ by 
the mutual good Offices that paſs'd between us faſt- 
ened our Affections with ſtronger [Bands than thoſe 
of our Birth. Nor were we ſosunhappy as toiſuffer 
the little youthful Emulations, which are common 
between Sons of the ſame Mother, to ſtifle the more 
folid and generous Efforts of real Love. Our Friend - 


ſhip grew up with our Years, cemented by Intereſt as 1 4 
well as affection; and I eſteem Pefl7, but my elf, | 1 


in another Figure. If thou haſt the ſame Regard to 
me, I am happy. Let us continue to: cheniſh this ll 
voble Paſſion: The leaſt Coldneſs or Reſerve now Wl 
would appear to me more hateful than a Divorce, 
more terrible than Death. 32 ot 7 
Tis but reaſonable, that among the many Services 
our Great Maſter claims at our Hands, we ſhould 
employ ſome of our Time and Care on ourſelves. 
We owe the Sultan much, but both He and We owe 
Nature more, without whoſe Bounty and Provi- 
dence,” We had never had the Honour, nor He the 
Profit of our being in his Debt. He is more deeply 
engag'd in Fortune's Tally than We; but in the Ac- 
compts of Nature we are all equal. She is the uni- 
verſal Creditor of Mankind. We are indebted to her 
for all we have; yet, methinks, nothing ſo much 
enhances our Score, as the ill Menage of Time: 


In that we ſtill run in Arrears, whilſt the haſty Wl 
Minutes poſt forward, never to be revok d: and 
yet we neither lay hold on em in their Flight, nor ſa Wl 
much as imprint on any of them the leaft tranſient 
Mark of Vertue and Wiſdom. Thus our Lives ſlide 
away without Profit, till the laſt Sand tells us, Ne 
are Bankrupts ; Nature will not truſt us with a He- 
ment longer. | VFC 
Tias Fu therefore, dear Brother, for Thee and 
Me, to look about us; and ſince tis impoſſible for 
us to make a full Payment, let us at leaſt compound 
with Nature, and, getting an Acquittance for what 
is paſt and irrecoverable, let us be ſure to cancel the . 


— 
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Wh nnaining, Part of the Score, by a wiſe, Improve- 

Went of every Minute. El, ene 
Think not that Mahmut is perſuading thee to turn 
erviſe, or to beſtow all thy Time in Pr ers: Such 
eLaorous Devotion is not conſiſtent with the Life of 
Man in thy Station. But, permit me, dear Pefelr, 
—_— counſel thee not to build Altars to Fortune, and 
nſecrate all thy vacant Hours to her Service. Me 
n told, thou art grown a great Gameſter, hot only 
tte Polemick Traverſes of. Cheſs, but alſo at 
lays of Hazard: The former of the TW o is the 
oſt innocent, yet tis too intricate and puzzling, 
eſerves the Name of Buſineſs, rather than of Re- 
reation: It commits a Rape on the Mind, whilft 
requires as much Attention and Abſtractedneſs of 


nl 


4 2 


hought, as would deſerve to trace out the Con- 
. uct of a Battle or a Siege. But the latter have 


far worſe Influence on Our Paſſions, by exciting 
s to immoderate Deſire, Hope, Joy, and Grief, 


„r were Trifles, the uncertain ProduQts of Chance. 


Therefore are they forbidden by our Holy Prophet. 
nd 'tis not to be numbered among the Commenda- 
ons of a Muſſulman, to be dextrous at managing 
e Cards and hes . 
When thou art diſpoſed to unbend thy Mind, I 
could rather counſel thee to uſe ſome heaſthful Ex- 
WW ciſc ; ſuch as may ventilate thy melantholy Blood. 
ur Fathers were wont at ſuch Times to divert them 
tlves with Bows and Arrows, Hunting, Wreſtling,” 
d the like Manly Paſtimes ; thus making their pri- 
ate Recreations ſubſervient to the Publick, whilſt 
| 7 ſported themſelves into the Diſcipline of War, 


4 Ind inured their Bodies to Labour, even at thoſe 
ours, when their Minds ſought Reſt. 
; What! though laudius Cæ ſar devoted himſelf to 


gaming with Dice, and wrote a Book in Praiſe of his 
W olly. What ! tho' Domitian the Emperor, and Ther- 


: orick, King of the Goth, ſpent whole Nights and 
£ SE > — Days 


| 
| 
} 


\ 


28 LEE Writ by. 


— 


Days in this = rofitable Play ? hou hat 1 not read 
of Near of rh n e the Renowned 


Sons of — Our Glorious Sultans were never 
Vacant to theſe Fooleries: And, if they had, theit 
Practices cannot juftify a | SubjeQ”s Imitation. Nei- 7M 
ther would thou be ſo in Love with Gaming, didt 
thou confider' what unh Deſtinies have com. 
monly attended the Votaries of Fortune. Whole 
Estates have been ſquandered away at Dica in al 
; Night, Families ruined, and the Gamefter himſelf 
 imprifaned i in tue Morning. He that Yeſterday was WM 
Maſter. of great Poſſeſſions, and a Companion for 
Princes, by the Effects of this accurſed Vanity, has 
bereav'd himſelf of All, and is To-day become the aut 
Scorn of Beggars. 4s 
The Chineſe are ſo bewitch'd with Love of Game. 
ing. that when they have loſt all their Stakes, they Jl 
pawn a , their Wives and Children; Which 3D 
K the f 17 of the _ turn againſt them, become 9 
all Bond-flaves to the Winner. Here is a vile in 
this City of the Order of the Jehle, ho lately 
came from China. Among other learned Men, [ M8 

ſometimes. converſe with him. He relates mamy 
pretty Paſſages of that People, but one is tragical, 
whereof: he himſelf was an Eye-Witneſs. 9 
He: fa 8. That in the Province of ucintong, a cer- 3 
tain Nobleman who had ſerved in the Wars, and ac 
', quired great Fame and Honour, was envied by one 
of his Rt bours who likewiſe had been a Captain, 
and much inFavour at the Court. Their Emulation 
carried them to many ill Offices, and at laſt to open 
Defiance. The Emperor being made ſenſible of the 
Hatred that was between theſe two Officers, and be · 
ing unwilling their Fury ſhould precipitate them o 

the Ruin of each other, became himſelf an 'Arbi- 
trator of their Quarrel; laying his Commands on 
them, to embrace and eat gether, which is an aſſured i 
Token of Neconeiliatien and Friendſhip in that 
Country. 
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Country. They obeyed the Will of their Sovereign. 
hut a. 1 one Night at Dice, it was the 


aa aptain's ill Fortune to loſe all he had to the, Noble- 
tell | m Mad at his unlucky Chance, and in to 
lei. "TH - etrieve his Loſs, he ſends for his Wife and three 
1d oung Sons, who with himſelf he pawn' d to the 


’ obleman for a conſiderable Sum of Money, and fell 
EYE afreſh to play : But Fate was his Enemy ; he > loſt All. 
ih in Deſpair he ſtabs his Wife and three 
ſelf Ws Children, and laſtly, falls on his Sword; glorying, 
fl — he and his Family ſhould thus eſcape a hated 
{38 ivity to his old Enemy. ee 
1 Nel me, dear Peflets, badft thou ſeen this Tragedy, 
would it not have made thee reſolve a . — Gaming 
i Hurin thy Life? Aſſuredly, our Holy Prophet * 


ne- from his Paradiſe on thoſe who violate his La 

1c) lie knew our Paſſions, and which were the. m 

ch, dangerous ; therefore” he prohibited ſuch T 175 gs, 
me gas are moſt likely to betray us to Violenee, 15 
nan incurable Di rder. If ou wilt iP 

ely A ſelf a good Muſſulman, thou muſt not 125 p. Fe 
11 Prohiþitions, accounting them 

m Triftes. Remember the Saying of the 1155 


and Leader of the My Amen Armies, the chaſt 4 of. 
man, A little Spark will ſet a whole City on Fire.. : And 
che Roman Satyriſt has obſerved, Theta 10 W 75 
c. comes wicked all at once. Think then with thy. ſelf; 
nc tis for this Reaſon the Meſſenger of GO ) bas forbid 
Gaming to the True Faithful, not as a Thing i in it⸗ 
| ſelf naturally Evil, but only morally, ſo as it is a Steg 
to the greateſt Vices, For whilſt we captivate ourſelyes 
WT to Chance, we loſe our Authority over our Paſſions: 
We ſtand or fall at the uncertain Caſt of the Dice. We 


to are Slaves to the feebleſt Wiſhes; which i they ſucceed 
1- BR not, we grow Furious, Profligate, and Impious. Ba- 
+ We niſhing all Prudence, Temperance, and Juftice, we 


f become Impudent, and 1 75 the ee 
| 3 


„ 


30 N . Writ, y 
Take not in ill Part the wholeſome Admonition or 
a Brothier, who manifeſts. his Love im thus reproving 


thee Without Flattery. «Uſe the fame Freedom when 
thou heareſt I am guilty of any unneceſſary Vice: 
For the e publick Service. turns ſome Vices1 into Virtues 
| Paris} 4th of the 10th Meon, - 
* Toer 1654. 88 
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r Believe "OE haſt a Mind to try my Temper, | = 
Aimake an Experiment upon me, and ſee Whether 
m Proof : againſt thy Anger : Elſe, why ſhould Ke- 
rien Ba a's Boſines be rey iv d again, after it had been 
1 Me 1 theſe four Years ? I examine nof what 
15 Intereſt thou Paß 7 in that Officer, that thou 
why 0 ouſeſt his old Quarrel, as if it were thy own. 
Affairs, are deſt known to thyſelf. But let me 

oy Hi twill not redound much to thy Credit to 
be add partial. I honour thee with all the Devoir 
that is due to a Miniſter in thy Station, and with 
eching more, for the Eſteem a Man has for his 
Friend is ſingular and beyond Ceremonies : But 
ſtill ke owes ſome Regard to himſelf. Self-preſer-. 
vation is rooted in the Center of our Nature; and 
few will be knowingly complaiſant to their Ruin. I 
am Puzzled what to think, or how to write, thy laſt 
Letter has put me into ſuch a Hurly y-burly. A 
Thouſand Ts inations, like Whirtwinds, tear up 


my moſt ſolid Thoughts by the Roots. Im in as 
wild x Condition as a Man in an Earthquake, leap- 
ing this Way and that Way, yet knows not where 


11 


10 o hy Us Foot in * 
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II 1 perſevere in calfing thee Friend, perhaps thots 
wilt accuſe me of Preſumption. If F change my 
Stile, and fu poſe thee under another Character, In- 
gratitude il be laid to my Charge. To vindicate 


my Actions will be interpreted Gbſtinacy; and to 
own myſelf in the Fault will be counted eakneſs: 
Nay, all the World will call me Fool, in condemn- 


ing myſelf for Things, whereof I never was Guilty 
What" ſhall 1 do in this Caſe? T am naturally 
Thoughtfuf and Melancholy. The Words that 


ſpring from Reſentment cleave faſt to my Mind, 


and breed a Thouſand Inferences. My buſy Appre- 
henſion extracts Menaces out of the moſt artificial 
Expreſſions. I look on myſelf as marked out for a 
Sacrifice one Time or other. The Will of Deſtiny 
be done, early or late: I will not ge out of my 
Road to avoid it: Since it is but ill Muſbandry of 
Time to borrow it from the ineffable Joys of Para- 
diſe, to multiply a few. Days or Years of a miſerable 
Life on Earth. Io Oo 
As fer the Treaſurer, and the reft of my Accuſers, 
Jet them know, that I will perſevere in doing my Du- 


ty to the Grand Seignior, without warping to the 
Right-hand, or to the Left, for Fear or Favour. 


But if my Private Agency in theſe Parts meets 
with Rubs and Checks for Want of Money, let the 
Blame reſt on thoſe, whoſe Charge is to ſupply me 


with what is neceſſary for a Man in my Station: For, 


henceforward, Mahmut will be reproached no more 


* 


for demanding his Penſion. 


Fhink not it is an eaſy Thing for a Man to be al- 
ways a Counterfeit, and never to have his Mind un- 


bent; to act two contrary Parts at the ſame Time, te 


be true and Falſe; a Muſſulman and Servant of the 


Grand Seignior in Reality; a Chriſtian and Subject of 
France in Appearance. My Soul is perpetually ſtretch- 


ed upon the Rack of watchful Thoughts, ànd buſy 


Invention, leſt by ſome improvident Word or Deed 
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my Diſguiſe ſhould fall off, and I appear in my na- 
ked C ours: FVV 5 
Ti but Reaſon. therefore, that whilſt this vaſt 

Solieitude takes up all my Faculties, the Care of my 
gubſtance ſhouſd reſt on thoſe who employ me: Let 
not the Miniſters of the Benign Porte be peeviſh at me 
without a Cauſe: for I imprecate, Serene Grandee, 
That God would ſplit my Soul in Ten Thouſand im- 
mortal Splinters, if ever I betray my Truſt. But 
needleſs Suſpicion would tempt a Man to Treachery. 


. 5 * 
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Jo the Venerable Mufti, 5 


IE Pope has Been ſick for a confiderable Time, 
1 and tis now ſtrongly reported he is dead. 
"hey talk of an Expreſs that is come to the Chancel- 
lor of France, to certify, him of it, and to conſult 
about the next Election. But this is hot credited here; 
being only look'd upon as a Roman or Spaniſh Arti- 
fice, to ſound the Inclinations of this Court before- 
hand; that ſo they may be able to countermine the 
French Intereſt, when the Pope ſhall really die. And 
*tis not expected he ſhould live long, being of A great 

Age, and worn out with Cares and Sickneſs. 
Tis certain he has made his Will, wherein two 
Millions of Gold are given to the Treaſury, founded 
by his Predeceſſors, to ſerve the Church in its extreme 
eceſſities. But tis a Thouſand to One, if ſome fu- 
ture Pontiff, ſucceeding in that Chair, do not, in his 
unerring Judgment, interpret his own perſonal Oc- 
caſions, or thoſe F his Nephews, to be the _— 
- Ek : 5 e- 
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a Spy at PANT 3. 3 
Maſs of Wealth is entirely gone. 
He has likewiſe bequeathed large Legacies: to his 
Siſter-in-law, whom they call Donna Olympia, and to 
others of his Relations and Creatures. And*tis thought 
this Lady will more than une pay herſelf, having. 
the Management of all his Aﬀairs. Indeed, Cbure i 
his Reign, it may be ſaid, the whole Roman Churc 
was governed by a Woman : For this Prelate would 
never do any Thing without her Advice. 
She was born of an obſcure Family, but is a high 
Spirit, ambitious of Rule, and a Perſon of great Abi- 
lities : Extremely covetous and ſubtle ;: turning and 
winding all Events to her own Profit. All Lim 1 
ments were at her Diſpoſal : She ſold Biſhopricks, 
Abbies, and other Ecclefiaſtical Dignities, at her 


3 De 
Neceſſities of the Church; and t en Muß huge: 5 


own Rates, and to whom ſhe pleaſed. In fine, Who: 
ſoever had any Buſineſs with the Pope made their 
. Addreſſes to her; by which Means ſhe hath heaped - 


together a prodigious Treaſure, and is eſteemed the 
richeſt 2 in 3 Tis thought, ſhe would have 
ſold even the Pope, and Rome elf the Capital Seat 
of the Chriftian Empire, rather than refus d a propor- 
tionate Offer of Gold, could ſhe have met with. a 
Chapman to her Mind. This would have been 3 
Merchandiſe fit for the Grand Seignior, were it not 
reſerv'd as a Prize for the victorious Arms deſtin'd to 
conquer all Things . I I. 

The French feem mightily concern'd for the Tra- 


pu acted in Poland by the Muſcovites. *Tis af- 
r 


med, That they have taken the Town of Vitebsto 


by Storm (putting Men, Women, and Children to 


the Sword) with divers other Cities, and Places of 
Strength: And that they have laid in Aſhes all the 
Towns and Villages round about Salento; fo that 
there is Nothing to be ſeen but Ruin and Deſolation, 
for above an Hundred Miles round that City; which 
alſo is now cloſely beſieg 5 by the Forces of the — 


kerri Wriely 
f theſe. Northern Infidels go on, and make ſuch 
y Work where-ever they come, they will in a 


” 


hort Lime over-run. and diſ-people all Europe. But 
tis to be hoped the Tartars. who are lately entered 
' Into' 4 League with Poland, will put a Stop to the 
cruel Vigtories of the Muſcovites, and chaſtiſe the 
Treaſon, of the Cſſacls, who join with them con- 
trat to their Faith given to the King of Poland. 
They fay, four Grandees of Tartaryare arrived as 
Hoftages at Warſaw, and as many Lords of Poland, 
are ſent on the ſame Errand to the Court of the Cham; 
who, as farther Evidence of his Integrity, has re- 
leaſed all the Poliſh Captives in his Dominions, and 
ſent the Ambaſſadors of the Cofſacks home, without 
their Noſes and Ears, as a Mark of his irreconcile- 
able Indignation at their Infidelity. IS 
In the mean while, I am extremely afflicted to hear 
of our continual. Loſſes by Sea. They fay here, that 
above Six Thouſand Muſſulmans were killed in the 
late Fight in the Helleſpont ; and that we have loft 
Sixteen Gallies, beſides Ships of War. That, Element 
one would conclude, is fatal to the Ottoman Empire. 
Neither have we had much better Succeſs by Land 
this Campaign. Yet Chuſaein, the Vizier Azem, and 
Geheral in Candia, has performed very Heroick 
Things. To ſpeak impartially, and give due Ho- 
nour to onr Enemies, the Malteſes, Venetians, and 
French, have not been wanting in any Point of Bra- 
very. Which alſo redounds to :he greater Honour 
of the Muſſulmans, in that they drew their Sword 
againſt the Flower of Chriſtendom, and not againſt 
wis and Pigmies. Such are the Perfians, when we 
encounter em; for either they dare not endure the 
Luftre, and ſtand the Brunt of our Invincible Arms; 
or if they do, they ſink under their firſt Shock. 
When I name theſe Hereticks, I ſpit on the Ground 
in Deteftation of their Errors: For they are worſe 
than the Zindicis and Giafers, I have more 3 
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for a Chri/tia pr 2 than, ve for theſe Ver- 
RE es a lie, I with 9 hbig re extir- 


and Thar th Cy 117 „ After this 


ted from 
1 8 r hoſed 688, which 


ife, be either 


Creature, thou Rv is Th ien to all good 


Men and Angels (and they already reſemble it in 


their Uncleanneſs) or elſe that they may become 
the Aſſes of the Fes in Hell, to l their 1 8 0 


thens for a Thouſand Ages. 
Moon, 


25 


Paris, 17th of the 11 
15 the Year 5 
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70 0 Peſtel i-Hali, Bis Brother, Maſter of the 


Grand Scignior” 5 ee 
"HE God of our Fathers grant idea i! Lg js 
every Minute of thy Life as L feel at this In- 
ſtant. Wil thou know the Occaſion of this unuſual: 
Tranſport? I hardly believe myſelf, when I tell thee: _ 
of an. Adventure, the moſt ſurprizing that ever hap- 
pened to me fince my Arrivel in this City. And per- 
haps thou wilt think I romance in relating it: But aſ- 
ſure thyſelf, that. of a Truth Oxcomiche our Mother 
is at this Time in Paris, with our Couſin 1ſouf. 
May a Thouſand ſoft Paſſions thrill thy Heart, 
when thou readeſt this News, as they did mine, 
when at my Chamber Door I firſt ſaw, and knew 
the Face of her that bare me, after T had given her 
over for Dead long ago; for I had heard no Tidings 
of her theſe eleven Years. Good G OD! io ſtrange” 
and unexpected a Sight, had almoſt diſmantled my 
Senſes, thoſe Out-works of the Soul. For a while 
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I ſtood ſtill, aſtoniſh'd and trembling with Ecſtaſie, 


1 was not preſently fatisfi d, Whetber J beheld. a 
F Mortal! 


466 Ti #n%  _ 
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Mortal, er the Ghoft of one; For tic) ſay, tele 
| appear in the. op *ormis 46 they bore when alive, 
Neither Age nor 1 wel, wil all | 

and Croſſes of Human Life, had io : 


Theſe were my firſt Thoughts, in that Waking 
Trance: but her Voice and Addreſs ſoon put me out 
of Doubt; when, impatient to ſee me ſtand like one 
'Thunder-ftruck,.. ſke ran to. me with open Arms, 
and Tears of Joy in her Eyes, crying out with a 
Tone and Afﬀection peculiar to Women, Art thou 
alive my-Son Mahmut ? do theſe Eyes ſee thee, or am 
33.8 Prechh 7, e 1 

For my Part, I was as much upon the Rapture as 
ſhe, and Bard knew how' to deport myſelf, or what 
to ſay or do. Yet the Fear I was in, leſt ſome body 
in the Honſe ſhould over-hear us, and make ill Con- 
ſequences of this paſſionate Interview, taught me a 
Leſſon of Moderation and Prudence. Wherefore I 
. -beckonedto her to ſuppreſs her Paſſions, and converſe 
n, as the Cuſtom is at the Myſterious Porte. 
Thö ment Expreſſions of our mutual Love, Joy, 
and Admiration, were not leſs fignificant, becauſe 
not cloath'd in Words. Thou knoweſt there's Elo- 
quence enough in this mute Language. And I was. 
jealous of Words, left ſome inquiſitive Soul might 
underſtand us, though we converſed in Arabick 

After our firſt Endearments and Tenderneſſes were 
over, in which my Coufin Iſouf alſo had his Share, 
(for we were all reciprocally overjoyed to ſee one 
another in this Neft of Infidels) I began to conſult 
the Safety of us all Three, in providing convenient 

odgings for my Mother and Kinſman. In order 
to this, we made a Viſit to Eliachim the Jew, who 
efitertained us at a Banquet, after the Faſhion * 1. | 
aft. 


_ 
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afl. We adviſed with that honeſt Hebrew about | 
our Affairs, I. having made frequent and ſufficient 


Proof of his Fidelity and Friendſhip. In fine, e 


took them both into his Houſe, under the Notion of 
Greeks, his Acquaintance ; judging this the ſecureſt 
Way to prevent any Diſcovery, or even the leaſt 
Suſpicion of our Circumſtances. - They have conti- 
nued there theſe five Days, and their Character hath 
not been queſtioned by any. I viſit them daily, and 
we paſs away many Hours in recounting the-different 
Adventures of our Lives, in diſcourſing of our Friends 
in Arabia, Greece, and other Parts of the World, 
and in concerting the beſt Methods to ſerve one ano- 


0 


ther, until Death ſhall divide us from ourſelves, as 
well as from our Friends, and rank us in the Lift of 
inviſible Beings, whoſe State and Quality we know 
not. | | * Fu 
Well, but all this while, I believe thou art impa- 
tient to know what Motive of their own, or Turn 
of Fortune, drove them into ſo remote a Region as 
France, a Country inhabited by none but Infidels : 
Shall I tell thee in a Word? * Twas Love, on her 
Part, and the Deſire of Novelty, on his. 
Our Couſin Iſeuf, from his Childhood, felt pow- 
erful Inclinations to travel: Which encreas'd with 
tis Years, and were much heighten'd by his Converſe. 
with Greeks, Armenians, Franks, and ſome Muſſul- 
mans at Conſtantinople, who had ſeen many Foreign 
Countries both in the Zaft and Weſt. „ 
The Relations they made of the Curioſities they 
had ſeen, and of their own Adventures, fir'd his 
youthful Blood, and he form'd a Reſolution to de- 
part with the firſt Convenience from Conſtantinople, 
and viſit all the Regions in the World, if his Life 
and Health would hold out. I formerly acquainted 
thee, that he ſurvey'd the greateſt Part of Aſia: 
| Since which he ſet forth again; and having finiſhed _ . 
his Travels in that Quarrer of the World, he * 
| is 


\ 


his Courſe for, Africt; where he viſited Egypt, Bar- 


Baty, the Empire of Morocco and Fes, with that of 
the Ætbiopians, and many other Regions under the 
Torrid Zone, too tedious for me, at this Time, to 
mention particularly, becauſe I write in Haſte. 
Hereafter T ſhall give thee a more particular Account 
of his Obſervations; Ic. wherein thou wilt find, 
that Iſouf hath not aſtogether loſt his Time. 
At length, having ſatisfied himſelf with whatſce- 
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ver he thought worthy to be ſeen or known in fun 
Southern Tract, he parted from Vz, with a Deſign 
td ſee Europe. Some Bills of Exchange caufed him 
to take Grand Caire in his Way, where he encoun- 
tered my Mother, She, perceiving that he would 
take Ship! ng directly for France, reſolved to lay 
hold on fo favourabfe an Opportunity of ſeeing me 
once more before ſhe died. Wherefore, imparting, 
her Deſign to him, 1/ouf offered her his utmoſt Ser- 
vice. And having ſettled her Affairs at Caire, and 
packed up her Money, Jewels, and other Neceſſaries, 
they took the Road to Scanderoon, where they ſoon 
arrived; and putting themſelves into the Habit of 

Greeks, 1ſouf alſo ſpeaking pretty well that Lan- 
guaze, and the Lingua Franca, they bargained with 
the Maſter of a Veſſel then lying in the Harbour, 
and bound for Marſeilles, He took them on Board,. 
and, under the Protection and Favour of Heaven, 
oy arrived fafe at Marſeilles, and are now in this. 

_ e ed wr oe | 
hs. amidſt all the Pleaſure I conceive in the Pre- 


ſence of ſo near a Relation as a Mother, T am not. 


without ſome Qualms of Fear, leſt ſome unfortunate 
Occurrence ſhould difcover her to be no Chriſtian: 


For then the Iffue might prove dangerous both to 


her and me. 


than to inform himſelf of what is moſt remarkable in 


* 


this City, and to ſatisfy the other Ends of a Travel - 
TO 3 ts 433 | DIE VV 


„ e A,wu e e A 


As for 1ſouf, he deſigns to tarry no longer in P arise, 
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2 Svr at Paris. - 
| Jer. From hence, after he hath viſited the chiefeſt 
Cities of France, he talketh of travelling.into Flan- 
ders, Holland, Germany, Swedeland, and the other 
Kingdoms of Europe. But for Spain or Portugal he 
has no Thoughts; either out of Fear of the Inquiſi- 
tion, which 1s very ſevere in thoſe Countries, or out 
of an Averſion to thoſe People, who expelled the 
Moors, of which he relateth very tragical Stories, 
which they told him during his Reſidence at Morocco 
and Fez. In a Word, he giveth this Character of a 
Saniard, That he is a Mongrel, between a Man and 
a Devil. He likes the Company of the French, uf 
regard they converſe with a natural and unreſerved 
Freedom, which becomes them very well. But he 
hath ſpoke with none but Travellers yet, who have 
been otherwiſe employed than in ſtudying the artifi- 
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cial Diſguiſe of Courtiers. If he ſojournes the Space 
of three Moons im this Kmgdom, be will find ſome 
of the French as affected in their Way as other Peo-— 
ple: He will encounter with a new Sort of French 
men in every Province. For France 1s a mere Galli. 
maufry, made up of the Fragments and Remnants of 
other Nations. They differ alſo in their Language, 
as well as in their Manners, one from another. 80 
that the Fnhabitants of Gafcoigne and Bretagne can 
hardly be underſtood by thofe of Paris and Blois, 
with the adjacent Parts. The Veſtern People are 
not curious in preſerving the Dialect of their Fathers, 
but every Age introduces a Change in their Speech: 
Neither are they diligent in retaining their Genealo- 
gies; Whereas in the Eaſt, thou knoweſt, the Lan- 
guages remain uncorrupted, the ſame now as they 
were two Thouſand Vears ago, or from the Confu- 
ſion of Babel. The ſame Care we Arabians have of 
our Tribes and Families, | ; b |: 
Son of my Mother, when thou readeſt the two en- 
Cloſed, and fhalt fee the very Hand-writing of the 
dear Oucomiche, and Tfouf our Kinds, let thy Heart 
be like the Valley of Admoim, fragrant as "_—_ 
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of Spices: For then thy * will convince > ag that 
what J write is Truth. 


Paris, 224 of the 1205 A 
kl ed Year IO 
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LETTER XI. 


Th Alon, a Jew, Priſoner in the Tower 
of Nona, at Rome. 


1 IS cometh to thee by the Hand of a truſty 
Friend: Give entire Credence to his Inſtructi- 


ons. To ſay I am ſorry to hear of thy Misfortune 
would but faintly expreſs my Paſſion: ki is not eaſily 
deſcribed in Words: I am as melancholly as an An- 
telope, when the Sun is in Conjunction with Saturn. 
This is a fad Sort of a Beaſt, that will neither eat, 
drink, nor ſleep, during that dull Af wot; -..--- 

In Gov's ame, how cameſt —4 to be ſo free 
with thy Tongue among the Romans? Or what 
tempted thee to ny with their Religion and Laws? 
| by; it not enough that thou, and all the Jews in 

that City, had Liberty to frequent your Synagogues,. 
and there curſe the Chriſtians in antiquated Hebrew ? 
Muſt you needs rail at them in plain Italian too? 
And that over your Cups, when Men ought to- » 

ood-natured to all the World? Of wha 2 

it to you whether they be Idolaters or no, * 
as they 1 you leave to adore one God, Creator of 
the Wor 
of ten Thouſand Injuſtices and Follies. among them- 
ſelves, whilſt you live quietly under their Protecti- 
on and Government? Adonai, I am aſhamed of the, 
Immorality of thoſe. of thy Nation. I bluſh for your 
Ingratitude, Pride, and Malice. Surely if the Na- 


 Sarenes did 2 believe what they profeſs, they 
15 would 
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ds? Or what ſignifieth it if they are guilty. 


So Pani © 
would  facrifice you all t the Ghoſt of their Mefras 
whom, they ſay, you crucified; . They would not 
leave a Few living in Chi ſtendom, but do their ut- 
moſt to exterminate'you from the Earth. I ſpeak 
not this as my Wiſh;' but only to upbraid your Im- 
pertinence and Vanity, in thus fooliſhly provoking 
thoſe with whofe Permiſſion it is that you live anc 
enjoy, the „ Teirfine bp, 

The Prophet e your Law-giver, left you an- 
other Rule, a Leſfon of Civility, when he ſaid, * Ye 
« ſhall not Uliſpheme ze Gods of the People,” Had 
thou and thy ing nts obeyed. this | recent ye 
might have been at Liberty: But it is bad falling in- 
to che Hands of the Inquiſition, However, I am 
glad'rg hear chat you are not tranſported to the Caſtle 
of $7; 1 55 that would have been a tragical Re- 
move at this Juncture. But now, as I am informed, 
not onè of you is in Danger: For they ſay that all 
the Pliſoners in Rome are, by Cuſtom, releaſed up 
the Death of the Pope, except thoſe who are in that 
fatal Fortrefs, And it is generally ſuppoſed the good 
old Caliph. is vp Jong-lived Man For they never 
uſed to remove the Priſoners deſigned for Death un- 
til the W $08 paſt all Hopes of the Holy Fa- 
has Ln 8 
| However, in regard there is no Certainty in hu- 
man Affairs, but a p. 
on of Events; leſt ſome unhappy Turn of Fortune 
ſhould either now continue thy Reſtraint, or hereaf- 
ter bereave thee of thy Liberty, I ſend thee here en- 
cloſed a Receipt of a Chymical. Liquor, which may 
be of ſome Service to thee in the ſtrongeſt Priſon on 
Earth. It was revealed to me hy my Mother, who 
learned it of an Egyptian Artiſt at Caire. Deſpiſe 
it not, becauſe it cometh from a Woman's Hand; 
for I have made an Experiment of it, and find it ef- 
feQual, It will render Iron as brittle as Glaſs. It 
is more powerful than the Water of the a 
5 whic 
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rpetual Change and Circulati- 
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which no Veſſel could hold but the Hoof of a Mule 

After an Hour's Appli 1 ou mayeſt make the 

thickeſt ny, W 1 7 fly in a ee 
made Y 115 * in, 91 
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ing into the Nennt of 1 8 1 a eee i0 
their Searches. Above a DONT ath broughy 
to Light. the greateſt Prodigies of Art and Know. 
ledge. This, myſterious Science Was the r 
ee of the rimitjve Ag ans, fro hence al 
ther Nations earned it. nd had n not Moſes, papel | 
been inſtructed from his Youth: in All the Lea Jo. To 
pt. perhaps he would h ve been 55 [ok 
He calcined the Golden Calf, ind gore 45 to 
the 1/razlites to be mixed in thei ink, zs the only 
Expiation of their Idolatry. opbtleſs th RT Secret, 
among others, was tranſmitted down to thoſe 1 80 
from Philemon the Good Prieſt, who Was in 
Number of them who eſcaped the Flood Nha 
ye. and whoſe. Grandſon Maſar was the e en Ko 
ee after the Deluge. 
„the better to eftabliſh the State of bi 
Offepring, revealed to them many hidden Things; 
taught them the Hieroglyphicks of the Dgebel Pha- 
ran, or the Pyramids, with all the Myſteries of the 
Taliſmens, and the Chymical Preparations of Mon- 
catam; the forcible Waters and Eſſences, Powders iſ 
and other Ingredients, by which they made Marble 
as pliable as Wax or Clay. T heſe Things. he. had 
Kaner of thoſe who peri od. in the Flood: He re- 
tained the Wiſdom of the Ancients, his Coevals and 
Predeceſſors, leaving the Rudiments of fo profound 
a Knowledge to his Poſterity as an invaluable Trea- 
ſure, of which they could mg of be robbed. Thus 
Science became hereditary e Coptites, who. bear 
that Name from Coptim, Abe Dn of Maſar, the firſt 
BG of Fgype fince the Rainbow, ci 1 
uds, 
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Clouds. And it was from one of that Race my Mo- 


1 cher learned that admirable Secret. vo 
FF Truſt not to Words, but try the Experiment. 
2 The Receipt will give thee: all neceffary Directions: 
er et I counſel thee not to be big with it, like him 
y: who having found ont the Art of making Glaſs maß- 
a leable, or fit to be beat by the Hammer into any 
by Shape or Figure, as the Silyerfmiths'work their Me- 
= tal, muſt needs go and diſcover his Secret to the 


Prince, expecting a great Reward: When en the 
contrary he loft his Head en the Spet; the Prince 
thinking it great Injuſtice that ſo inany thouſand 
People as got their Bread by making of common 
Glaſſes ſhoutd be all ruined, o promote one Man's 

Proft ant AdvVildge:: . FIDE. 
In fine, uſe this Seeret to ſerve thy ſelf, or the 


7 Cauſe thou art engaged in: But truſt it not to ane- 
85 ther, unleſs on the fame equal Terms as I commit it 
eto thee, wherein the greater Hazard is thine in di- 
J CD it. „c 
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r 
To Mehemet, once an Eunuch Page in the 
Seraglio, but now an Exile in Egypt, at 
| Grand Care, 1 % % 7 al 


T7 HEN I firft heard of thy Baniſhment from 
| the imperial Palace and City, think not that 
I was fad, or entertained the uſual Sentiments of a 
Friend on ſuch Oceaſions. No, I tell thee on the 
contrary I rejoyced (yet not with the Joy of an E- 
nemy) at that ſeeming Misfortune, as knowing it 


v 
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hath delivered thee from a real One, in which, ac. 
cording ta my Preſages, all the Attendants: of thy 
Miſtreſs, the old Queen, were ſoon after involved 
Thon art obliged to Bacchus. for that. fortunate 
Calamity, which although it for a while eclipſe thy 
Honour, yet was the only Means to fave thy Life. 
When I formerly ſent thee an Account of my Im. 
1 here, and how I was regaled by ny 
Keeper at a Banquet of Wine; when in that Letter 
I played the Advocate for the Juice of the Grape, 

Hittle thought that thou wouldeft ever make. an Ex 
peri of that Bug- bear Liquor: Although I know 
it is common, even in the Seraglio, to drink Wine 
privately, and chace 8 Melancholy, the conſtant 


Familiar of Reſtraint 
Compotations. n bas 
I am no Stranger to the counterfeit Sickneſs of 


thoſe who, for the Sake of this ſtolen Mirth, pu 


themſelves into the Infirmary, that they may there 
carouſe with Freedom, and drink Healths to the 
Grand Seignior without guſpiciaoa nn 
Were it not for the convenient Situation of that 
Apartment, and the Favour of the Boſtangies, no 
ine could find Admittance into the Seraglio, fave 
what is for the Grand Seignior's Uſe. But now his 
Slaves drink it as merrily as he: And J am not forry 
that thou art one of the Number. It is a groundleis 
Superſtition to refuſe the Gift of divine Liberality, 
and deny ourſelves the Uſe of that Plant, which was 
made to chear the Hearts of Mortals. Nay, our ho- 
ly Traditions themſelves and all our Doctors tacitly 
own. that the Vine is allowable, and that it was ſaved 
among the reſt of the Vegetables, by Noah, in the 


Ark: And that holy Prophet curſed the Devil for 


ſtealing it away. Perhaps the Story will not be un- 
pleaſant. to thee. + | 


„When Gop commanded Noah, with his Compa- 
nions, to deſcend out of the Ark in Peace, they built 

them Houſes, and began to exerciſe TT 
rn: ey 


Servitude, with generous 
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They ſowed Corn and the Seed of other . tables: 
M | hep planted alis all Sorts of Trees; but they 
FL came to look for-the'Vine it - could not be foun 
Ate Then it was told:Naab, by the Angel, that thee: 


vll had ſtolen it away, as having ſome Right to it. 
Wherefore Noah cited the Devil to before the 
Angel, in A. Name of God, to anſwer his Theft. 
The Angel gave Judgment, that the Vine ſhould be 
divided een them into three Parts, Whereöf the. 
Devil ſhould have Two, and Noah One; to Which 
both Parties conſented: Whereby it is evident that 
Man bath ſome Share in the Juice of the Grape. For 
this was the Deciſion of Gabriel, that when two 
thirds of the Liquor of this Fruit was eraporated 
away, in boiling over the Fire, the Remainder 
And hs tawful for Noah and his — 0 , 
And thou 1 we bnans 
Law i be.) wing ar Wie.” mn ini ro off | 
T Weder in the Name of 805. | 
ve his Share in this tempting Fruit, and then 
thefe can be no Injuſtice in enjoying our own Part. 
For when that which inebriates 1s ſeparated, by Fire, 
from the reft, this Liquor becometh pure, holy, and 
bleffed. This i is the Semeiice. of the Ancients, the 
immediate Auditors of the Meſſenger of Gov, as'is 
to be ſeen in the Manuſcripts they el chind them; 
which although the _ rare 154 difficult to be met 
with, yet fuch as thy feek Wiſdom ſhall not 
loſe their Labour. Becre Eb'n Mabumet hath 
taken great Pains to collect the Memoirs of e 
ty. He was a learned Doctor among my Contryme 
of the Houſe of Sulpha (may he re de the Un Um- 
brellas af Paradiſe.) Pom bim I bad this Relation. 
But tell me, my dear Mebemet, if thou knoweſt, 
how cameſt thou to be the only Man that kad the 
good Fortune to be ſentenced to this hax 7 Dil þ 
Or, if thou art ignorant, I will tell t For it 
ſeems the reſt of the Company: in that Night's Rove ” 
were diſcovered as well as thou, Jt eſcaped all For 
| 2 29 
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_ _ fare; It leoketh as if they were deſignedly reſerved 
for Victims to a mere inexorable Revenge. And the 
Event juftiies this Conjecture; ſince, within the 
Cireuit of the. Moon, not only they, hut all the ſur- 
—_ Creatures of the Sultana Nieſem were ſtran- 
„ J . | | | 
on, e again -I.;pronounce thee happy, and 
doubly bleſſed in being an Exile, fince thereby thou 
haſt eſcaped the Hands of the Executioner, and art 
now living in Egypt, the moſt fortunate Region on 
arth. Aſcribe this to thy propitious Deſtiny, and 
to the Favour of Solyman Kysglir Axa; who, ficke- 
ing the Slaughter that would be made of that old 
Queen's Servants, took this Opportunity to accuſe 
thee to the Grand Seignior, that ſo, he might ſave thy 
Life: For jit;yas. at his Intercefſion thou wert baniſh- 
ed into this happy Province, which is called .the 
Nurſe of all Nations. Improve thy Exile to the beſt 
Advantage, and from this Nurſe ſuck the Milk of 
Science, with. which ſhe hath formerly nouriſhed the 
whole Earth. Be grateful alſo to thy Deliverer, for 
he is a truſty. Friend, and unchangeable where he 
once places his Affection. He had a particular 
Kindneſs for thee. . From him I received the News of 
_ thy Eſcape; for that is the proper Name of thy Ba- 
niſhment. Pour forth devout Oraiſons for his Health 


and Happineſs, ſince thou art in a Land where the 


Prayers, of :Mufſulmans are as effectually heard, at 
ſome;particular Places, as if they were uttered at the 
Tomb of ( #2 

I | counſel thee to viſit the Priſon of Joſeph, which 
is in the Dungeon of the Caſtle of Caire. This is 
a Place of great Devotion among the Faithful, and 
hath been ſo in all Ages ſince the Death of that Pa- 
triarch. Moſes the Prophet, of whom it is ſaid, 
that he. died in the Embraces of Gop,” made his 
Prayers in this Place; and fo did Aaren his Brother, 


When they performed thoſe Miracles in Egypt. Jeſus 
the Son of Mary vifited this Place, both he = — 
SOT e Mot 
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other (on Whom are centered the Smiles of the 


64 reator:) They there . rac their n 
wa hen they fled kom the: erſecytions of. Herod.” 80 


lid the Prophets and Apoſtles, as many a8 vete in 
pe, with all true Believers. Nay ſome of the In- 
idels themſelves, having heard of the Renown of this 
danctuary, "made their Addreſſes to Heaven there in 
— of great LEG For here Prayers are infal- 
ly. heat 1 ly if they be ſaid atter the. Sun 
all acted the Meridian, when the wicked 72 | 
1ons are aſleep, who walk abroad until Noon n 
ng all the Miſchief they can. te 
My Friend, when I think, of the Region wha 
hou art, I can hardly forbear envying thee.” It is a 
Land of Prodigies and Miracles. It is the Support 
of Men, and the Granaty'of the World: Thoſe who 
inhabit it are full af Complacency and Joy; and 
thoſe who abandof̃ it burn with a perpetual Deſire to 
return. Its Riyers are clear, and the Waters ſweet 
and rich as Wine! the Eye of Ge is upon it, who 
cauſes the Nile to flow at its accuſtomed Seaſon; 
whence the Land is made fertile, beyond all the Pro- 
vinces on Earth: This Mie is one of the Rivers 
which: God cauſed to deſcend from the rings of 
[Paradiſe on the Wings of Gabriel, and id the 
Place of its Deſcent . the inacceſſible Heighths 
of Mountains. | 
There are many ſtrange Things related of the 
Land of Apbiom, and how it was firſt manured b 
Fo ſe , being, . his Time, but a Fen or Marſ 
e Story alle of , the Mother of all the > 1ſma- 
elites, is not cho ant; thou wilt find it in the 
erm of Egypt: For ſhe was an Egyptian, of the 
—_— of the Coptites; and was beſtowed on Sarah, 
ife of our Father Ibrahim, by Charoba the 
King of Egyp's Daughter. After the was Uiſmilſed 
from her Lady, ſhe travelled to Mecca; from whence 
they ſent a Diſpatch to the King of Egypt, to acquaint 
225 with her Affairs, and with the Birth of her Son 
| Iſenael, 
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Eat e nd ar nal 10 be cut the Wile, at the 

| 5 of the Eaf tern Mountains 1 the to the Reg. 
Sea, and ſent Veſſels laden with Corn, Fruits, and 
all Manner of neceſſary Proviſions, to. Hagar. 

If LIE 1 eſt A the Fra of 1 Fon Fo th 
venerable Prelates 0 e, they wy ni 
thee of ore ſtrange Things: than theſe. It is a no- 
le Exerciſe to contemplate the Kingdoms of the 
Heavens and the Earth; to ſearch into their, Won 4 
ders and Frogs to trace the Footſteps of ancien 
Nations, and the Traditions which know no Origin 

Mebemer, IT am an Exile as well as thou: Let w 

continue our fc r Friendſhip i in this State, and do 

another all t f e 4 5 the 
HR of uman let us bear t hem With 
Mind; for they. 12 von have an End, a 

17 as we ourſel ves. 

May Gop, whos the Time of band Magy 
took up from the Earth the great Alcoran, and the 
Sheets of ang 2 ack Stone, and the Shrine 
of Moſe;,; with the Five Nivers, have thee in his ho- 
ly A Times * dee at the ren Ae ap 
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To „ Kerker Halt, Bat. 


ih hb Hou mayeſt report it ie the Dinan: for 
certain Truth, that the chief Mufti of the 
Chriftians is dead: Which puts ay the Courts in Eu- 
— ER * 
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He eas ginge ge Nl. Alt ho. 
Papacyi For his true Name was Panpbilio. 
Bat ſome — it has been a Cuſtom for the Popes. to 
thei? Names, even' ſince a certain Prieſt was. 
to that Dignity; which was called E de 
— Or Hog Face. He, 2afhitned. of this | 
minious Name; as ſobn she ſate in the Chair o Pl. | 
er, aſſumed the Name gf Srrgfu Pet all his Süd- 
cefſors have not obſerved that Rule 150 85 1 
0 — sihave an Authority g ares than off 
fti : For they are obe) 500 b King 
— rors. And being e Hiele Ne than 13 
— they aue ſolemnly adored · on the Da of 
their Coronation, A the Cardinals, Princes, Pri 
 [ates; and fbregrr” At thæt Time in | 
And for that End 'are feated/on'the Altar, Which 6 
the Nazarene) call "Tabernade- a and Habitation 
of their Goo)! f Oe re 
If I miſtakeindt in ayObſervacion, thi Roman 
Caliphs: aſpire at a Sovereignty ever all gu and 
Princes: en — chat which they call 8 
Hierarchy, a! ve ependent Mon 
e 
Gol 1 | 
puts ane — een, Preacher at 
fax 4 She ine ears ago Nen Adom the Few 
725 'in that City; and happened to de Reg is 
hurch, having made à very elaborate 8 
12 rluade the People, that the Prieſts were rior! ad 
Kings: at length he broke out- into this paſſionate 
12 — Oe Princes of S e e Ar 
i Phargohrg\hnd we Prieſts are you r Gods. 972 | 
* Phargobs, :obeyiybus'Gods.”' Ye can only Com- 
{. mand; the! Cieatureʒo but we make the ert he 
himſelf · came down o the Altars, at our Pleaſure.” 
his Relation I had from the Jer in his Travels 
through. It AH : And it is aſſerted 97 of their 
Doctors, That 9 y Power te er- 


Vor. V. % communicate 


— 
0 — 
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@ communicate the greateſt. Prince on Earth, but 
« alſo to pull a Saint out. of Paradiſe, ang: lend him, 
« to Hell. 
If they could perſuade the 8 8 * 
People 3 to believe Aae have ſuch an exorbitant Pon 


7 ip Me the might reduce them to as, 
blind. a. 1235 2 the. antient; Kings of Egypt. 
were. —.— ſo beſatted ta their Prieſts, 


that when m be 3 they call the; Cater or -Mafter of, 
8 _ Celeſtial. Influences, commanded: the King to 
Rune, for that it was the Will of * So 
Par bigotted Monarch durſt not diſpute the Orders. 
| received but in imple. e became 
oo 7 i 2020000 3191 


oh SE ience, profound Ss; excellent — 


at! 5 ON d 8 1 
Wa Mage they = — _ 
ſcendiag che more common andi obuious/Woiks o 
5 ature.: By 772 it was eaſy to ſtribe a Terror into 
the Hearts 117 ignorant Mortkls, Aut as ö 

Sareng. 17 8 "all that they can bnaſtiof is, Cn 
. reed the Hiſterieq:;oþ farmer Times; and 
to diſcourſe in Philoſophy i atida Other 1 

t having the Bowes to work any: 
ae Walt, count. it one, te:-keep:i fo — 


YEE: 


s. in a ſervile Awe of their Authority, 
1 ie bare Þ retence of turning a e u es 
into a G OD. 13845 75 14 * * 1 7 2 11 : 


Vet ſor all this, there are many poor Pretates, mi 
| her Eccleſiaſticks, who) are inveſted :with- — zee 
itles, having little or no Rehennes: Among wh 


4 | the Poverty of ſome 1 18 b remarkable a8 to 


a Proyerb. Thus it is oommon in the Mouths of hs 
Romans to fay,: The Hupe Mule fares Setter chan "whe 
Biſhop of Orvieto. 

Illuſtrious Baſſa, live thou in che Faith: . * 
1 " the F _ eh iths Grand eng, 


for 


eden Piet beten ve oe 45 dig of. i 
dlin the Secrets of 


* au 1 RR 


4 Srv at Pawns! -- on5 


for in that State thou mayeſt. _ the! greateſt of 
_ theſe Eccleſiaſtick Infidels. 
Paris, 13th uf the 2d Morn, 

7 4 Tear 1655. 
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J De the Kiimachar 

. 

if Believe the Secretary of 5 ee Afar 
= I takes me to be a Conjurer, and thinks that I can 
divine of all the Changes and Alterations that hap- 
”. BY pened at the Porte; or that I have ſome magical 
ti dae which repreſents to me the continued Series of 
1 te Events, with all the Tranſactions of the Im- 
f Court, Camp, and City: Or elſe he would not 
d — late in his Diſpatches, and ſend me ſuch imper- 
- fet News. I am forced many Times to addreſs my 
7 Letters by Gueſs, not knowing whether the Perſon to 
0 whom I write be in the ſame Station he was a while 
5, ago; or whether he be among the Living vr the 
Dead: Whether I ſhould direct m Diſpatches: to Con 
y. RE /antinople, or to the Eliſian Sha 7 

„ My Intelligence of the Muſſilman Affairs is many 
d times more owing to the French Merchants who trade 
in- the Levant; or to the Expreſſes which come from 
d Ambaſſadors reſiding at Conflantineple, than to that 

y [ Secretary, whoſe Care it ought to be, that I ſhould 
be timely informed of whatever: happens. in the Of 

e nan Empire. 

e Surely Kiſur Dramelec has ſonie Dean upon me, 


in being always thus tardy and negligent. : I ſcarce 
hear from him-once in half a Yearz whereas he is 
commanded by his Superiors, as well as mine, to 
write to me every. Moon: And then he ſends. me 
r ſuch a lame Account * Things, ſuch Fragments 


and 
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and Scraps of News, that his Letters need a Com- 


ment to make them inteligible.  -- 


About four Years ago. I modeſtly A 


this Neglect, when I had Reaſon to do it in my own 
Vindication to Minezim Aluph, Baſſa. But Kiſur 


heard of 4t, and was _—_— - He ſent me 2 


Letter full of InveQives, which I anſwered with a 


Kind of Indifference, mixing Raillery wichmy juſter 


Reſentments. How that worked on him I know not; 
but his Reſervedneſs ever fince makes. me conclude 
that he ſtudies Wenge and that he takes this Me- 
thod to accompliſh it, by keeping me as much in 


Ignorance, as he dares, of the Changes and other 
important Occurrences at the myſterious Porte. He 


knows it would be a Crime, little leſs than capital, 


not to write to me at all: Such a vilful Contumacy 


would ſtraight proclaim him a Traitor; ſince, among 
the other Inſtructions which were given him with his 


Commiſſion, this Charge was none of the leaſt, 
that he ſhould ſend frequent Intelligence to all the 


Grand Seignior's Agents, whether publick or pri- 

vate, in the Courts of Nazarene Princes. He is ſen- 

ſible, that ſuch a manifeſt Contempt of ſupreme 

Authority would abſolutely ruin him. Therefore he 

por more ſubtilly to work; for he writes, indeed, 
u 


t very ſeldom; and then, with cunning Artifice, 


either quite conceala, or at leaſt diſguiſes the moſt 


conſiderable Tranſactions, only filling up his Letters 


with trifling Stories, and impertinent Relations, no- 
thing to my Purpoſe; thinking by this Means to 
bring upon me the Diſpleaſure of the Grandees, 
through the Miſtakes I may commit for want of bet- 
ter Advertiſement. Te. IO ES 
Be it how it will, I am ftrangely at a Loſs ſome- 
times what to think, or how to write to my Supe- 
riors, or what Sort of Conduct I ſhould uſe in this 


Place, amidſt ſo many various Reports as are conti- 


nally ſpread abroad in Europe concerning the Af- 


fairs 


W Milian ah - As r PP. 
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fairs of the Seraglio, the ſhining City, and other 
Parts of this Ottoman Empire; whilſt this Kifur ſtill 
delays to aſcertain me of any Thing. 
have been wholly a Stranger, tilF within theſe 
few Days, to the Fate of the Captain Baffa, who 
was ſtrangled about a Year ago, for his Cowardife 
and ill Conduct againſt the Venetians. Neither 
knew I any Thing of the Adventure and Flight of 
his Sons. I was equally ignorant of the Sueceſſion 
of the Baſſa of Buda in this important Command; 
and of many other Changes both by Land and Sea. 
So at preſent here are a thouſand Rumours ſtirring 
about one Thing or other in the Eat. Some ſay, 
that Chuſaein Baſſe is ſtrangled, and that the Captain 
Baſſa is made Vizier Azem- in his Stead. Others 
report, - that this firſt Miniſter was only depoſed from 
that ſupreme Dignity, the Seals being taken from 
him; but that, nevertheleſs, he ſtill continues to be 
General of the Sultan's Forces in Candia. A third 
Sort affirm, that he intended to turn Chriſtian, hold- 
ing a fecret Correſpondence with the Patriarch of 
Jeruſalem, by whoſe Means, and a general Revolt 
of the Greeks, Armenians, and other Chriſtians, un- 
der the Grand Seignior's Juriſdiction, he ſought to 
_ the Olioman Blood, and exalt himſelf to the 
rr... Rd hy 1 E ho 
I am not willing to believe, that ſuch monſtrous 
Perfidy could enter into the Heart of that illuſtrious 
Hero; yet know not how to contradict it, for want 
of true Advicſe. „„ 
It is reported alſo, That Seignior Apello, the Ve- 
netian Ballo, or Reſident at the happy Porte, has kil- 
led himſelf with a Poniard; being driven to Deſpair 
by his long Confinement, and the cruel Uſage he had 
received from the Muſſulmans. Gop knows whether 


it be true or no. It would be much to my Satisfaction 


to have a particular Account of all theſe Things, and 
of whatſoever elſe occurs worthy of Notice, For 
D 3 8 
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how can I diſcharge my Truſt, whilſt I am thus kept 
in the Dark. LT OE | 9 8 
JP They talk here of a violent Plague that rages in 
Mu ſco y, and that above 200,000 People have died 
of it in the City of Moſcow only, befides Millions 
that have been ſwept away in the Provinces of that | 
vaſt Empire. Thoſe that really know not themſelves, 
nor are acquainted with their own Nature, will yet 
pretend to penetrate into the Councils of the Omni- 
potent, and pronounce this as a Judgment on the 
Muſcevites, for the Cruelties: they have committed in 
Faland. Doubtleſs, the Methods of Fate are infcru- 
table. a „ A 3 —_ 
In the mean: while we are plagued here with a 
Crew of Vagabonds,whom they call Gypfies or Eg yp- 
tians: For they pretend to be deſcended from that 
Place. They ſwarm up and down the Country like 
Caterpillars, devouringthe Fruits of the Earth. They 
boat of a profound Skill in Palmiſtry, Phyſiognomy, 
and other}Sciences,-cheating People of their Money, 
under the:Noxion,of telling them their Fortunes. N 
Body knows from whence they come, or whither they 
go; for they are as uncertain as the Wind; a naſty 
Generation, and the very Burthen of the Land. If 
any. Creatures be obliged to them, it is the Mice and 
Rats, with whom they ſeem to be in League: For 
they Kill and eat all the Cats they ſeize on. 


luſtrious Miniſter, I pray Heaven defend thee . 


from all Sorts of Plagues and Vermin, but eſpecially 

from Monſters in human Shape. „ 

Paris, 26th of the 2d Moen, 
of the Tear 1655. 


- pt, 
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LAT . 
o the- ſame. 


A 5 I am alive, thefe Gypſies have enchanted me; 
41 I cannot put them out of my Mind. And 
perhaps it will neither be impertinent nor trouble- 
ſome to give thee a farther Information of them. 
There are feveral Opinions concerning the Origi- 
nal of theſe 8 und they have been thouglit 
worthy to be inſerted into Hiſtories. Some ſay, th 
came out of Tartan or Scythia, and that they fil 
appeared in theſe Parts about the Year 1417, of the 
Criftian Hipira. At which Time they entered into 
$axony in Troops, having the Paſſport of Sigiſmund, 
King of Hujigaria, and Son of Charles TV. The 
had alſo the Recommendations of divers other Princes, 
who looked upon them as holy Perſons or Prophets. 
For they pretended, that they were commanded by 
Gop to travel over the whole Earth, and not to 
have either Hoùſes or Lands in their own Poſſeſ- 
ſion: And that this was enjoined them as a Penance 
to expiate the Sins of their Anceſtors ; who inhabit- 
ing Egypt in the Days of Jeſus the Son of Mary, the 
Chriftian Meſfias, refuſed to entertain that holy Pro- 
Phet and his Mother, when they fled from the Per- 
_ ſecution of Herod. . ö 
Others are of Opinion, that they came firſt out of 
Perſia, and are of the Race of thoſe who adore che 
Fire: Being förcèd, once in ſeven Years, to make 
Decimations of their People, and ſend away many 
Caravans, to feek their Fortune in foreign Couf- 
_ Perfia not being able to ſuſtain their numerous 
rogeny. | ; 1 
A third Sort affirm, That they are the Poſterity of 
the ten Jewiſbß Tribes that were carried away Cap- 
tives by Salmanaſſer King of Aria. No Body 
1 | — 4 knows 
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Knows for certain what they are, or from whence; 
They are of ſwarthy -Complexions, wrapt up in 
Mantles of Cotton or Wool. They ſpeak ſeven Lan- 
guages ; profeſs three Seiences; obey one King of 
General; who always travels with them. The 1:a- 
lians call them Cingari, from a Word in theit-Lan- | 
guage which ſignifies a Kind of Water-Fow!l, / that 
hath no certain Neſt, but is forced every Night to 
ſeek a new Lodging: For ſo theſe Gypſies rove from 
Place to Place. The Germans call them Zingener, il 
from the Word Zindel, which is the conſtant Appe- 
lative of the King of theſe Ramblers; as Pharaab 
was of old among the Egyptians, and Cæ ſar amon 
the Romans. In many Things they reſemble the 
cTorlakins and Faquirs of the Eaft ; boaſting of er- 
traordinary Illuminations, and a conſtant. Familiarity 
with God: Though ſome learned Men among the 
 Nazarenes eſteem them no better than a Crew. of 
Cheats and Hypocrites: Even as they do thoſe Ori- 
ental Santones ; who they ſay, under the Maſque of 
an uncommon Holineſs, commit a thouſand Villainies. 
Go beſt knows what judgment is to be made 
either of the one or the other. But theſe, Egyptian, 
as they call them, whether they are really ſuch or 
no, have no great Marks of Sanctity, in that they 
are very unclean. They ſeldom or never waſh them- 
ſelves, but, like the Swine, wallow in all manner of 
Filthineſs, eating prohibited Meats, and having their 
Women in Common, which are the two Sources of 
all Impurity. _ | | | 


As to the Faguirs of the Eaſt, they are ſtrict Ob- 
ſervers of the Law of Abſtinence and Cleanneſs; 
whether they be Muſſulmans, or the Gentiles of India: 
And if in other Matters they may be found faulty, 
it is very rare: And then they exceed not the Cha- 
racter of Humanity, which thou knoweſt is by Na- 
ture prone to Error, and ſubject to a thouſand Frail 
ties and Overſights, We are all Men, and Gop does 

8 | | :.: = 
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not expe& our Conduct to be that of Angels. His 
Repoſe is in himſelf; and if he takes any Compla- 
cency in the Things of the World, it is in behold- 


ing every Thing according to its Natare. The ex- 


quiſite Form and Symmetry of a Bee, a Spider, or a 
Piſmire, with the inimitable Architecture of the two 
former, and the admirable Providence of the latter, 


may, for ought we know, afford him as much De- 


light as the moſt celebrated Beauty, Strength, Science, 
and Performances of Men. For his Power and Wif- 
dom are equally manifeſt in all Things. Every Crea- 
ture is perfect in its Kind, only a wicked Man is a 
Blot in the Univerſe. — 10 
Wouldeſt thou know what the Wefterrs Nazarenes 


W are moſt buſy about at this Time? It is the Election 


of a new Pope. He is to be choſen by the College 
of Cardinals, who are Princes of the Roman Church. 
They are all ſhut up in a Place which they call the 
Conclave, This ts a certam Gallery in the Palace 
of the Vatican at Rome, where every Cardinal has 
his Cell or Apartment by bimſelf, having only two 
Servants to attend him. The Conclave is farrounded 
by the Roman Militia, to prevent all Intercourſe by 
Letters or other Ways, between thoſe without and 
thoſe within. The very Diſhes which are ſerved = 
at the Tables of the Cardinals are narrowly ſearched; 
left any Letters ſhould be conveyed in them. The 
laſt Poſts from Rome aſſure us, that there were no lefs 
than 66 Cardinals thus ſhut up when they left that 
City. And there they muſt remain Night and Day, 
without taking the. freſh Air, or ſeeing any Body, 
till they have agreed in their EleQion. There are 
two Phyſicians, a Surgeon, and an Apothecary, ſhut 
up with them, to ſerve them in Caſe of Sickneſs. | 
One of the Conclave is the Cardinal de Retæ, who 


eſcaped out of his Priſon in this Kingdom, and fted 


to Rome for Protection. From Whence he ſent a Let- 
ter to the Archbiſhops and other Prelates of France, 
F< which 
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which, being pronounced a ſeditious Libel againſt the 
King and the Government, was, in the End of the 
laft Moon, burnt publickly by the King's Order, and 
all Copies of it prohibited. „ 

The King has alſo ſent private Inſtructions to the 
Cardinals of his Party at Rome, to keep a ſtrict Watch 
i mo Conduct of de Retæ, and to oppoſe him in all 

ings. _ | OE | 

Here 1s nothing but Caballing and Intrigue amon 
_ theſe Infidels ; they are good at a Stratagem, an 
know. better how to undermine one another, than to 
face their Enemies in the open Field; which is a Cha- 
racter more ſuitable to Women than Men. Whereas 
thou knoweſt, 'our Heroes in the Eaft know no other 


Way to Honour, Victory, and Empire, than by down- 


right Bravery and Reſolution, ſubduing all Things 
by the Force of their Arms. But Gop, when he 
divided the Nations of the Earth, and ſeparated the 
Sons of Noab,; aſſigned to every one a different Con- 
ſtellation, according to whoſe Influence the Genius 
of each People is diſpoſed. They all obey the Di- 
ctates of their particular Stars, and the Orders of 
eternal Deſtiny. „ 
Therefore, ſage Miniſter, ſince Mars is the Pla- 
net of the Sons of 1/mae!, and the Aſcendant of the 
Ottoman Empire, there is no Need that we ſhould 
turn Apoſtates from the Star of our better Fortune, 
to court the Glances of Mercury, who is only the 
Guardian of Knaves and Cheats. ; 5 


Faris, 26th of the 2d Moon, 
Eibe Tear 1655 - 
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To. Cara Hali, Phy/ician to the Grand 
- Seignior. 


much Freedom as I could to Egri Boinow, 
(on whom reſt the Favours of Gop;) or as 
I can now to Dgnet Oglou, to my Brother Pefteli Hali, 
or to any of my familiar Friends. But when I con- 
fider the eminent Station thou poſſeſſeſt, in that the 
Health and Life of the mighty Emperor is now 
committed to thy Skill and Care, I am many times 
at a Stand how to addreſs myſelf. Methinks thou 
art tinctured with the Majeſty of that Perſanage, 
whoſe Hand thou ſo often haſt the Honour to 


Finz I could have writ to thee with as 


3 


his pulſe the interior Maladies which afflict his 
Royal Soul. Yet I know thou ſtill retaineſt thy Hu- 
. | manity | 


touch, when required to diſcover by the Beating of : 
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manity, and will not deſpiſe thoſe whom thou haſt 
once thought worthy of Friendſhip. | 

Suffer me then to converſe with--a philoſophical 
Freedom, that is, in an Addreſs void of Formalities 
%%% Boe, op _ 

I know it is of no Import, whether Mahmut be | 
fick or well, provided the Grand Seignior be ſerved. 
What ſignify the ——— Pains, or more acute 
Agonies of a Slave, ſo long as he is able to carry 
on his Maſter's Intereſt? We are not born for our- 
ſelves only, but by the very Condition of our Na- 
ture are obliged to conſecrate our Lives to the Ser- 
vice of others. It is a reciprocal Debt, from which 
no Mortal is free, Every Man owes ſomething to 
nis Relations, more to his Friends, but moſt of all 
to the Publick. NE — . 

Therefore I make no Complaints of my Lot, nor 
murmur at the Will of Deſtiny. I accufe not the 
Stars of my Nativity, nor tax them with unkindly 
Aſpects: But am contented with my Fortune, be it 
good or bad, and reſigned to the Pleaſure of Heaven. 
As Nature has framed my Body infirm and weak, 
ſubject to a thouſand Maladies ; ſo is my Mind alſo 

harrafſed with Diſtempers which have no Number. 
But above all, I labour under a Kind of intellectual 


Fever, a perpetual Thirſt of Knowledge, which all 
the Books and Converfe in the World cannot ſatisfy. MW 
There is no End of my Doubts and Scruples. Every 

Thing appears to me as ambiguous as the Anſwers 


of the Helphic Oracle: Nay, 1 am a perfect Riddle 
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Tell me, dear Hali,how:F ſhould cure this Dropſy | 
of the Mind, and J will not trouble thee with the 
inconſiderable Diſeaſes of my Body. I have a high 
Opinion of you Phyſicians : And ſhall put more 
Confidence in thy Advice, than in the Fefta of the 
Mufti. Conceal not thy Art from Mahmut, who 
admires thee with a Reſpect equal to that which he 


pays 


4 
ö 
5 
a 


E err 
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$ to the Memoirs of Auicen, A Raza, Felal, 


and the reſt of thoſe excellent Phyſicians, mentioned. 


in. our Arabian Hiſtories. : .. 1 50 AS 
And now theſe Ornaments of our Natien are come 
into my Mind, permit them to divert me from ſaying. 
er thinking, any more of ee at preſent: For it 
will be better to turn the Diſcourſe to ſuch Hluſtrious. 
Themes. At worſt, it will be but an innogent Dr 

grefjjions;) ff SL ont ek 
In perufing the Lines of thoſe. famous Men, I meet 
with ſome Paſſages which are very delightful. Per- 
haps thou haft ſeen the ſame. Vet. it will do thee no 
Hurt, to call them again to thy Remembrance. | 
I have. read in a. certain Manuſcript, penned by 


Thrahim-the Son of Heleh,. a renowned Phyfician at 


Bagdat, this Memoir of his Father. Ona. certain 
© Day, ſays he, that my Father had adminiſtred 
« Phyſick-to the Emperor Fuzan, for which he was 
© preſented with a royal Veſt, rewarded with Five: 
5 Thouſand. Piaſtres, and by the Emperor's Com- 


© mand was carried through the Streets in State; L 
© obſerved that he was penſive amidſt all thoſe Ho- 


5 nours, and-troubled-in-Mind,. when I thought he 


„had greateſt Reaſon to rejoice. Therefore I faid 


to him, © My Father, how came it to paſs, that you 
% ars thus dejected at a Time when all the World ex. 
« pects to ſee you diſſolved in Pleaſure? He anſwered, 
« Son, he that has beſtowed theſe Honours on me is a 


: Fool, and-does things prepoſterouſſy without Rea- 


« ſon, and therefore I cannot rejoice at theſe: untimely 
Favours he has ſhewed me, being ſenſible they are 
not the Effects of his Judgment, but of his Igno- 
rance. I gave him a cathartick Potion which 
worked ſo ſtrongly with him, that it exeoriated his 

Bowels and brought forth Blood. So that I was 

« forced to uſe a different Method, both to remove 

his Diſtemper, and ftop the violent Flux. In the 


mean while, he 1gnorantly believing, 'that the 


« voiding 
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+ voiding of ſo much Blood, procuredhim' the pre. 
«ſent Eaſe and Health he. feels, therefore ordered 


«theſe Honours to be done me which thou ſeeſt. 


% Now that which ſaddens me is my Fear, leſt ſome 


Time or other he may through his Ignorance com. 
« mit as great an Error on the contrary Side, and 
«« ſuſpe& that I have done him an Injury, when there 


& is no Ground for it, and fo put me to Death.” 


Tell me, my Friend, had not this Phyſician aſon | 
for his Behaviour and Words? He was a Man of great 
Abilities, accompliſhed with divers Sciences, and ih 


high Eſteem with the Princes and Nobles of Arabia. 


It were worth thy Pains. to. peruſe. frequently the 
Life of Avicen, written by himfelf, wherein thou 
wilt behold the Methods he uſed to acquire a pro- 
found Skill in the Sciences: How. he was at firſt | 
puzzled in the Metaphyſicks, and was almoſt driven 
to Deſpair, till a Dream unfolded to him whatſo. | 


ever was difficult. When he was at a Loſs in any : 


Diſquiſition, he uſed to frequent the Moſques, an 

pour forth devout and fervent Oraiſons to the Source 
of Intellectual Light, till the Thing was manifeſted 
to him. He ſat up late at Nights, having a Lamp 


perpetually burning in his Chamber, applying him- 


felf attentively to Books and Contemplation. This 


was his Courſe, till he was conſummate in all the 1 
Liberal Sciences, which was in the Eighteenth Year 


of his Age. 


But of all the Phyſicians whoſe Names adorn our 
_ Hiſtory, none ſeems comparable to Thabet En Abra- 

him, for his. Skill in exactly indicating the Cauſes of 
a Diſtemper by the different Meaſures of the Pulfe. 


Abul Pharai, his Contemporary and Friend, writes 
thus of him; On a certain Day, ſays he, when I was 
« with Thabet Eb'n Abrahim of Harrain, in the Houſe 
© of Abu Mohammed the Vizir, Abu Abdalla Ebn#l 
Hlejai the Poet being there alſo, #eached forth his 
Hand to Thabet, deſiring him to feel his Pulſe. 2 

"BY s Whom 
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whom the * forthwith replied, © Thou haft 
« ufed a groſs Diet, and been intemperate in eating 
« four Milk with Veal.” The other anſwering, that 
it was true, and all the Company admiring: Ab. 
Abbas the Aſtrologer alſo reached forth his Hand, 
But when Thabet had felt his Pulſe, 'T hou, ſaid he, 


Things; for, as Tjudge, thou haſt eat about eleven 
« Pomegranates.” Immediately Abu I Abbas cried out, 
« This is a Prophet certainly, and more than a Phy+ 
« fician, for he ſpeaks the Truth to a Tittle.” Every 
Body was aſtoniſhed at his wondrous Knowledge; 

and I more than all the reſt. Wherefore when I had 
u 

of Phyſick is common to us both; therefore hi 


« you were able to tell, that the Poet eat four Mil 


« this to me, and prompted my Tongue to utter it. 
© 'Then I defired him to ſhew me the Scheme of his 
Nativity; which he did at his own Houſe. And 


net Jupiter was Lord of the Horoſcope. - Then I 
« faid to him, It is this ſpeaks, my dear Friend, not 
<« you, ſo often as you make theſe fortunate Conjec- 
« tures.” Thus far Abul Pparai. GY; 

God knows whether the Stars have any ſuch Influ- 
ence on Men in their Birth, or no. I am not very 
credulous in this Point. Nor can the Authority of 
the Antients, or the Character of the Perſian and 
Chaldean Magi captivate my Mind in an implicit 
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what the Stars are made of, or for what Ends they 
are created? Yet I muſt own, that ſome Men ſeem 


can never acquire with all the Art and Induſtry in 
the 


« haſt committed an Exceſs in taking too much of cold 


« him alone, I fſaid, My dear Thaber, the Study Pn 


ſ 


nothing from me, but diſcover freely by what Art 
« with Veal, and not as with Beef or Mutton; a 

« that the Aſtrologer eat no more nor leſs than eleven 
« Pomegranates. He anſwered, My Mind ſuggeſted 


« conſidering it attentively, I obſerved, that the Pla- 


Faith of Things ſo liable to Doubt. Who knows 


to be born with inherent Faculties, which others 


"ad 
8 
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the World. One Man is of a poetick Conſtitution ; 
another is genally inclined to Phyſick; a Third e- 
_ cels in Mechanicks: Every Man has his peculiar Gift 
And yet, 228 all this while, the Stars have no- 
thing to do in the Matter. However, if there be 
any Truth in Aſtrology, the Per/fians, Chaldæan, 
Arabians, and Indians, ſeem to be the only Men off 
all Nations, conſtellated to underſtand this Science 
perfectly. One knows not what to think, amid if 
fo many Appearances of Truth and Falſhood. Nor 
can our Thoughts be of any great Import, be it how. 
it will in theſe fpeculative Matters. At the Day off 
Judgment, we ſhall not be aſked, what Proficiency iſ 
we have made in Logick, Metaphyſicks, Aſtronomy, 
or any other Science; but whether we have lived 
according to our Nature, as Men endued with Mo- 
rality and Reaſon. In that Hour it will more ava 
us, that we have thrown a Handful of Flower in 
Charity to a Neſt of contemptible Piſmires, than that MW 
we could muſter all the Hoſts of Heaven, and call 
every Star by its proper Name. For then the Con- 
ſtellations themſelves ſhall diſappear, the Sun and 
Moon ſhall give no more Light, and all the Frame iſ 
of Nature thall vaniſh: But our good and bad Works i 
ſhall remain for ever, recorded in the Archives of ml 
Eternity. pos | , 
- If from this Manner of Writing thou [halt con- 
jecture I am melancholy, and wilt alſo reveal the 
Cauſes and Remedy of this Diftemper, thou ſhalt Jl 
be more to me than a Thouſand-Awicens, Helals, 
Thabets, or alt the Phyſicians and Aſtrologers of the 
Eaft. For theſe kind of Thoughts are mournful as 
the Shadow of Death. 5 | = 
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EKnow not whether thou wilt praiſe or condemn 
1 theiSentence,: which the Rlecter of Saxony pro- 
nounced no6t long ago on a: por Fellow for killing a 
Deer. Vet, :becauſe'there:1s ſomething. very ſingular 
in it, Iwill relate the whole Paſſage, as I received it 
from Nathan Ben Saddi,. the Few at Lieuna. 
In the Moon of Ghouvel, a certain: Citizen of ir- 
tenbergi was accuſed before the Elector for hunting 
in his Foreſta aud killing one of his Deer. The 
Duke, in a Rage, eommanded him to be ſet upon:a 
1. Stag, his Hands rhained to the Horns; and his Feet 
under the Belly of the Beaſt; ordering that the Stag 
with his Burthen fhould be let looſe to run whither 
che would. Fhe poon frightened Stag, not being ac- 
euſtomed to ſuch a Load, and terrified: with the rat- 
- ling: of thei Chains, ran away full Speed over Hills 
and Dales, through Thickets of Briars:and:Thorns, 
neven ſtopping till he had meaſured above three and 
thirty German Leagues; and then, tired with ſo vaſt 
à Race, he fell down. At which Inſtant, a Caravan 
was coming. by that Place out of Sile,tt. 
The poor Wretch on the Back of the Stag, almoſt 
dead with the Pains he had undergone, in ſo eonti- 
: Nued and violent a Motion, being alſo ſurely bruiſed, 
and his Fleſh torn. and mangled by the Boughs of 
Trees, as the Stag. ruſhed through thick Woods, 
sried aloud to: the Caravan, begging. that ſome of 
them would in Mercy diſpatch him out of his Tot- 
ments. But they, either for Fear of the Duke's Diſ- 
Pleaſure, or for other Reaſons, refuſed him this Kind- 
neſs. S0 that after the Stag had reſted a while, and 
| . Fecovered new Spirits, he began a freſh Career s 
a an 
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and never ceaſed running, till he arrived at a certaii 
Monaſtery or Convent of -Neligious, where he bea ne 
againſt the Gate With his Horns, till ſome of thlf 
Derviſes opened it, and let him in, They, aſtoniſ. 
ed to ſee a Man thus pinioned tb a Stag, his Face 
Arms, Legs, and all his Body covered with Blood ern 
and himſelf ready for expire, Imriediately-biouplM 
him:Cordials and other; Refreſhments, whilſt ſon 
"were employed in lofing:chis Chains. But being in. ar 
formed by his own Mouth how. he came into tie 
Condition, they began to think of turning him loc n 
again, for Fear of the Duke's Anger. However, ful. or 
ſering themſelves to be overcome by the Importuniij o 
-of the miſerable Man, and relying; on their Ecelel . 
+aftick Privileges, (for here in the Weſt the Convent 
are generally allowed Sanctuaries for all Sorts of Of. 
fenders) they took him into their Protection: But kl 
ian Night. 5 
Itlis hard to determine, whether the Duke, or theſe 
Derviſes, were in the Right or Wrong: The French 
ho of late have by a Faſliion learned to. grow ob- 
*Uurate, juſtify the Proceedings of this Prince; ſij - 
ing, that Pity is a Paſſion fit only for Women; Child - 
(ren; und Fools. They eſteem it a Mark of a great 
Spirit, a Mind capable of Empire, not to be moved 
Wirh the Sighs. Or Tears df the miſerable; but wi 
frown or laugh at the Misfortunes of others. This, 
they ſay, is the only Method to harden Men for 
War, Conqueſts, and Plunder; where the Victors de 
to cut their Way to Honour and Riches through the 
Hearts of the vanquiſhed, to quench the ardent Thirſt 
of Glory with human Blood, and to celebrate their 
Triumphs onty in the Midſt of horrid Maſſacres and 
Funerals. e 55 = 
It is true, theſe Principles and Actions are atlow- 
able in Men of the Sword, when they fight the Battles 
of their King and Country in Heat of Blood. But 
Clemency and Compaſſion are Virtues becoming the 
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rreateſt Prince, or moſt valiant General, when their 


tai 

ben nemies are reduced by the Fortune of War to kiſs - 
the Ine Duſt of their Feet, and beg for Mercy: Or when, 
nil. n Time of Peace, their Subjects fall into a Crime 


rn Infidels have wrong Notions of Humanity, in 


ature, or 2 Step to true Happineſs : Since the moſt 
aard-hearted Tyrant, one Time or other, will have 
eed of Compaſſion himſelf; eſpecially in Sickneſs 
ind the Agonies of Death, which perhaps _ more 
ormenting to him than the merciful and the gene- 
ous. It is recorded of Al Hejai En Heſbam, a fa- 
ous Arabian Captain, that when in a — Fever 


re called-for Water to drink, and it was denied him 
y the Phyſicians, ho had Care of his Health: It 


A enough, 'faid he, Rueno'ddaula, once my Lieute- 
nant, to whom I forgave three Freaſons, and Who 
died a natural Death, has refreſhed me at this Mi- 


h nute with a Liquor unknown: Sure it is the Wikie 
b- © of Paradiſe.” And from that Moment he began to 
-ccover-his Health, after which he lived many Years, 
| often rehearſing this Paſſage: amongft his familiar 


Friends to his laſt Day, © 
But the Infldels are either ignorant of theſe Er- 


4 mples, or if they know them, Pride will not ſuffer 


them to learn Morality and Juſtice. They are de- 
tſtined, the greateſt Part, to be incredulous to the Day 
of Judgment. How many Prophets has God fent into 
all Nations, to teach them the right Way, and not the 
Way of ſuch with whom he is difpleaſed! yet they 

vill not be converted; they look on the Apoſtles 
and Meſſengers of the Eternal, with the Eyes of 
vine; they grunt under the Burthen of their Sen- 
Wh fuality, and, like thoſe filthy Animals, return to their 
Mire again. Yet that-ſuperlatively Merciful winks 
at their Frailties, and viſits them with his Graces 


Ears 


hich may admit Indulgence. Certainly thefe Weſt - 
ſſerting, That Cruelty is either a Sign. of a noble 


every Morning. But they put their Fingers in their 
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ars, and turn away in Diſdain, as from a Beggt P 
They reject the King ef all Things, as a Fugitive n 
Vagabond on Farth  - + J 
From that delectable Eſſenee, the Odour of whe 
- Sweetneſs is diffuſed through the Elements, and AR” 
: freſhes the Minds of the True Faithful, let us 
eontinuab Devetion and Virtue attract divine Th 
: Etures, till our Hearts be all transformed mto-Inceniffi 
and in this aromatick Pile, our Souls expire like if 
; Phenix, to revive again in the Joys of Paradiſe, 
Amours which know no End. | 
Paris, 8th-of #be' 5th Moon, 
of the Tear i655. 
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7 Nathan Ben Saddi, & Few at Vienna 


5. nothing; much leſs at the extra 
1 gant Caprice of Tyrants. Methinks there i 
pears no Novelty in modern Tranſactions: T 
are but a Repetition of antient Practices, under nei 
Forms. Of all the Events of this Age, no one hl 
.come to my Knowledge which gives me a Surpria 
Jet F muſt confeſs there is ſomething very ſing 
lar in the Puniſhment the Duke of Saæony inflicted 
as thy Letter tells me, on a poor Deer-ſtealer. Anu 
if it be juſt to put a Man to Death on ſuch an A 
eount, as the Indians hold, the Duke ſeems. very in 
enious and accurate in the Choice he- made of al 
Lxecutioner. VVV 

The antient Nomnus had a Raw which they calle( 
Lex Talionis; which in all Criminal Cafes appoint 
the Puniſhment to be in ſome Circumſtances ade. 
uate to the Fault. And thou knoweſt, Moſes, you 
aw-giver, left much the ſame Statutes; requiring 
the Loſs of the Eye of him, who had put another 
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in's out; a Tooth for a Tooth; an Arm for an 
m, and ſo proportionably of other Injuries. But 
s Prince ſeems to have made à Supplement, where 
ſe Laws appeared ſhort; and has fhewed a'moſt- 
quiſite Niceneſs of Revenge in the Deſtiny of the 


{ vHlainoufly murdeèred one of the ſame Species: 


ughtered Beaſt, and not im Vindication of his odπ n 
ght, I could not forbear to pronounce it a Fro- 


an the Altars of Gluttony, ſmoaking with Fleſh 


eſtern People. 


preſerve himſelf and his Family from ftarving : 


ner has. But there is no Talk to be made of 
Naht or Wrong, where Power over- rules all. 
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7 f nd, for ought I know, he had as much Right, ac- 
ir ding to the Law of Nature, to killa Stag, as the 


* 
s , 


— 


* * 
s 


- 


fortunate Huntſman, to cauſe a Stag to be, in ſo 
uliar a Manner, the Inſtrument of his Death, ha 


ubtleſs, it was a princely Freak of Juſtice: And 
d it been done purely to avenge the Blood of the 


— 
'3 


* 


worthy of a Hero. But he himſelf is frequently * 
ilty of the ſame Kind of Murther, as are moſt of 
great Men in Europe; whoſe Tables are no other 

d Blood; whilſt Hecatombs of Animals are there 
+ {Fr ificed to voracious: Appetites, the Idols of theſe 5 


Methinks therefore it had been more generous, and 
coming a Prince, to pardon the poor Fellow a 
heft, which perhaps was the only Method he had 


1 
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1 India is at preſent the only publick Theatre of 


3 ſtice toward all living Creatures. There it is a 


A pital Crime to ſhed the Blood of any Animal, and 
gniſched with Death no leſs than the Murther of a 
an. The Princes and Nobles indeed incloſe Deer, 
ga other innocent Creatures, in Parks, not with a 


eiign to prey upon them at their Pleaſure, but to 
fend them from the Violence of others; whilſt 
oſe happy Animals range and feed where theß 
caſe within thoſe Pales, free from Peril, and never 
Fig any other Death, fave what they pay to Na- 
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ture, -whan-they-have ſpun out the accuſtomed: Ten 
of their Life. They alſo build Hoſpitals for a lik 
Purpoſe; and. are at a great; Charge every Year, 
redeem a certain Number of Oxen and Cows fron 
Slaughter: For they eſteem it a barbarous and inh. ie. 
man Cruelty to murther thoſe Creatures which are ib 
Nurſes of our Lifſe. 
Ihe Law of Moſes, if I miſtake not, obliges all 
thy Nation to certain ſpecific Tenderneſſes toward 
the dumb Animals. And Eeſa the Prophet, a Man o 
no obſcure Extract, but of a noted Race among the 
Hebrews, ſays, Hethatkil leth an Ox, is as if he ſſen 
« .a Man; and he that facrificeth a Lamb, as if hf 
ic beheaded a Dog.” And in another Place, the ſan 
Prophet ſays, in the Perſen of God, To what Pur 
«poſe is the Maltitude of your Sacrifices to me? 
« Amoffended with the Smoak of your Burnt- offering, 
« and nauſeated with the 8Smellof broiled Fat. I tak 
4 no Delight in the Blood of Bulls, Lambs, or Goat 
« Mho hath required thoſe Things at your Hands! 
« Bring no more vain Oblations, which my Soul 
ec hateth. 8 5 
By theſe Expreſſions, one would think the Pr. Pig 
phet brings in God, denying that ever he command. 01 
ed; any ſuch Satrifice or Shedding of Blood, anna. 
prateſting againſt it as an Abomination. When 
then is the. Reputation of thoſe-Writings which gon 
under the Name of Moſes? For in them theſe bloody r 
Victims are expreſsly enjoined; God cannot be con. 
tradictory to — Doubtleſs, a great Part doc 
the — »hich God gave to Moſes was loſt ul 
the former Captivities of your Nation, when you ps. 
Cities and Provinces were quite diſpeopled, your Fa-. e 
thers led away by the victorious Monarchs of the at. 
Eaſt, and your choiceſt Memoirs aboliſned. So than 
what remains now is only a Collection of Fragments ha 
patched up by E/dras, and other induſtrious Scribes, i 
to which they gave the. ſpecious. Title of the Law oi 
Meafes, that ſo they might faſten the wavering People 
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fogr Bodies“ The Zealot is ſubjec to Choler, the 
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-iples. 'And for this we. muſt thank Galen and Hip- 
crates. © 


But if we conſult the "Aftrologe ers 6, they. will aſſign 


"We Stars i ied the Heaven, at leaft as Conſtel- 


ations.” ey will t ly ye of the a! 


und God 1097 Aut r evenly Stories. he Di 
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Herb i im the Field but has; its parygular Star, hol 
uence cauſes it to grow and proſper; though 

Moles tells us, that the, Vegetables: appeaſed on the 

Earth, even / before the Stars abemſt es em 
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Phyſiogmony of Faith is infinitely various 

believes in 2 another in Jeſus the Son of Mary, 

a thud in holy Lawgiver:- - Then the 
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ſacring one another for Conſcience-ſake. Both Sides 
appeal to the written Law, to apoſtolical Traditions, 
to the Teſtimony of the Ancients, the Decrees of 
Councils, and the Practice of thoſe whom they call 
the primitive Church. Vet neither Part will allow 
the other a ſufficient Judgment to interpret thoſe Me- 
moirs of Antiquity, nor an authentick Power to de- 
cide Controverſies of this Nature. Thus their Diſ- 
putes are like to laſt till the final Day of Deciſion, 
when all human Quarrels ſhall be determined before. 
the Grand AMEN ,,... ]˖9( | 
In the mean Time they take all Advantages to 
execute their Spight and Malice on each other; under 
the Notion of Juſtice and Piety. We are daily alarmed. 
here with tragical Relations of horrid Murthers and 
Butcheries committed on the Proteſtants of Piedmont, 
and other Parts under the Duke of Savoy. Whilſt 
ſome ſay, that all theſe Reports are falſe, and the 
Sufferings-of thoſe People are, according to Law, the 
due Puniſhment of their rebellious Actions. | 
It is not in my Power to adjuſt their Differences; 
nor is it ma to a Muſſulman, which of them has. 
the Law on their Side. Yet if I were inclined to 
take any Part, it ſhould be that vf the Oppreſſed. 
Wy Cruelty I abhor; and our holy Prophet has forbid 
Force to be uſed in Matters of Religion, hace the 
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g = Conſcience is reſponſible to none but God. 

1 May that God, from whoſe Unity have ſprung all 

0 the different Eſſences in the World, and all the Va- 
e riety in Nature, give us Grace to love the whole 
Creation, and not to ſhed Blood, unleſs in the ſacred 
t, Combat. j 

: Paris, 13th of the 6th. Moon, 

5 of the Tear 1655. 
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7 8 Terrine Writ * 
„ T, N ren . 
20 William Voſpel, 4 Recluſe of Auſtria. 


1 Had concluded thee dead, till thy Letter certified 
me to the contrary. So long a Silence between 
Friends would put any Man upon the ſame Thoughts, 
4 Ten Years have ſlipt away between my laſt to thee, 
9 and thy Anſwer. I hope thou doſt net meaſure 
70 Time after the Rate of the Seven Sleepers. Perhapy 
thou haſt been enjoined a ten Years Silence and Ab. 
ſtinence from all Manner of Converſation by the Su- 
perior of thy Convent. Such Severities are not un- 
common in religious Societies, where the main Buſi- 
neſs is to acquire Perfection. The Armenian Mo- 
naſteries are much more rigid, where, but for one 
extravagant Word, I have known a Man's Tongue 
locked up for the Space of two and twenty Years 
under Pain of Excommunication ; and then releaſed, 
only for the Sake of a moſt ſignificant Jeſt put on the 
$1 ' Patriarch in mute Signs. Wit will find a Wy 
is -to vent itſelf, though it be at the Fingers Ends ; and, 
1 for ought I know, thou haſt obliged the Abbot to 
take off thy Cenſure by the like Method. There wa 
Abundance of Satyr in the Subſannation of the a- 
- cient Romans; and no leſs Rhetorick in the Shrug of 
Grimace of the modern /talians. The Mimicks a 
' Scaramoucht are a perfect Lampoon ; and Harlequin 
is Burleſque all over. I 
Thou knoweft I always entertain thee with on 
frivolous Diſcourſe or other to divert thy Melan 
choly ; and thy 'own Letters give me Encourage 
ment. They ſeem to be writ in a pleaſant Humoul. 
But, tell me, have I gueſſed right at the Cauſe of i 
tedious a Reſervedneſs, or no? Haſt thou bee! 


forced all this while to ſpeak with thy Hand, Dey 
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Noſe, and the emphatic Motions of thy Head and 
Eyes? If it were fo, I fancy thou wert excellent 
Company among thy grave phlegmatick Brethren, 
and in à fair Way to underſtand the Language of 
the-Beaſts, who by: curvetting, creeping, leaping, 
friſking their Tails, and other Poſtures, expreſs 
their various Paſſions, Deſires, and Neceſſities, as 
intelligibly to thoſe who are uſed to them, as we can 
do by the moſt elegant Addreſſes in Words. 
But to be ſerious: If for the Sake of Virtue this 
Penance: be impoſed on thee by him who preſides 
over . thy Convent, or thou haſt voluntarily under= 
taken ſo difficult a Part of Self-denial on the Score 
of Philoſophy or Religion, thou haſt approved thy- 
ſelf wiſe and brave in not flinching. - A Coward-in 
religious Mattes is as deſpicable as in the Engage- 
ments of the World. It is honourable to face Tem- 
ptations, and come off with Victory. 

As for what thou deſireſt to know, concerning the 
Sepulchre of King Childeric, it is eſteemed a Piece of 
great Antiquity, in regard he was the fourth Mo- 
narch of France. He reigned over the Gauls or 
Franks in the Year 458, Severus being Emperor of 
Rome, Severi nus am Degalaiphus Conſuls. Vet in little 
more than three Years, he was depoſed and baniſhed 
by his Subjects, whilſt Ægidius, a Roman, was 
crowned in his ſtead. Neither did this Man pleaſe 
the People ſo well, but that, after ſome Experience 
of his Oppreſſion, Avarice, and other Vices, they 
expelled him alſo, and recalled their lawful Sove- 
reign. For Ægidius had vexed them with unreaſon- 
able Taxes, fleecing them of many Millions, which 

he privately ſent out of the Kingdom, diſpoſing of 
this vaſt Treaſure at Rome, and among his Friends 
in other Parts, as a Support againſt future Contin- 
gencies: For he Iooked for ſome Back-blows of Fate. 
Childeric therefore, being reſtored to his Crown, en- 
Joyed it till his Death, which was in the Year 4 34. 
| S424 - TT © 


46 Lerrzgs Writ by 
After whom ſucceeded in the Kingdom, Chdwwgny 
the Great, who was the firſt French King that em- 
nnn hoo 15 
The Time when CBilderic's Tomb was firſt diſco- 
vered was about two Years ago, when the Cathe. 
dral of Tournay wanted Reparation. For as the La- 
bourers were digging up the old Charnel-Houſe, they 
encountered a long Stone ; which, giying them ſome 
Fatigue, they brate in Pieces, and found under it 
the entire Skeleton of a Man lying at Length, with 
Abundance of Greek Medals of Gold, and ſome 
other Curiofities of the ſame Metal, among which 
was a Ring with this Motto 


'$IGILLUM CHILDERICI REG1s. 


For this cannot be ſypppted, during the preſent Wars 


oye © 1 


grant Civilities of this obliging Nature. 
"1 


together in my Trayels, and during my Reſidence in 
this City. | | = a+ 
The Agates, which you will find in the uppermoſt 
Drawer, may eafily be dated by their Figures, which 
are all after the Faſhion of Gentile Rome. As for 
the Shells in the Second, I leave them to thy own 
Judgment ; only this I will fay, that they are not 
common. The Third containeth a Miſcellany of i& 
veral Antiques, The Knives were uſed by the an- 


- 
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tient Roniſb Prieſts in their Sacrifces. The Weights 
are at leaſt twelve hundred Years old, by the Parat- 
lels which J have ſeen in the King's Library. The 
Rings are alſo of the Parthian Make; and the Arrow 
to which they are faſtened retains its oriental Ve- 
nom to this Hour; as thou wilt find by trying it on 
any Animal that deſerves it. But, after all, the 


lowermoſt Drawer contains nothing but Counterfeits. 


For thoſe Medals are the Works of Parmesan, the 
fineſt Graver in the Werld. If thou knoweſt not his 
Character, I will tell thee in a Word; he was famous 
for imitating ſo exactly the moſt antient Medals, that 
the Tranſcripts could not be diſcerned, even by the 
moſt ſkilful Artiſts, from the Originals. 4 

Accept theſe with the ſame good Will as I did, 
when they were preſented to me, and tell me wherein 
elſe I can gratify thy Wiſhes. SEES. 8 

You Monaſticks are infinitely happy in the Ad- 
vantages of Retirement and Tranquility. You are 
free from the Cares which moleſt other Mortals. 
The Bell rings you to Prayers, and to your Repaſt. 
You have nothing elſe to regard, but your Contem- 
plations and Studies, Many great Lights haveſprung 
from your various Orders. And I will tell thee, Fa- 
ther William, the World. will be diſappointed if thou: 
ſhouldeſt prove a Dark-Lanthorn, and only be wiſe 
for thy ſelf. 


Paris, 2 5th of. the 6th Moon, , 
of the Year 1655. | | * 


78 < rin, Fit by 
LETTER VI. 


| T 0 the 1 Nuaſtri ous and Ivinrible Vizir 
Azem, at the Porte. To 


"Y the Sound which the Sun makes at "His go- 

k ing down, I ſwear I was not miſtaken in the 
Idea I had of thy Generoſity. And the Diſpatch, | 

with which thou haſt honoured the Slave Mahmut, 

confirms me in a perfect Security of thy Favour and 
Protection. 

I ſhall, with exquiſite Diligence, obey thy Orders: 
But it cannot be attempted without vaſt Sums of 
Money. And if I may be thought worthy to give 

Advice to my Superiors, the moſt effectual Way to 
.- accompliſh this will be by ſending one of the princi- 
pal Miniſters to this Court, with a ſplendid Embaſſy ; 
for this young King expecteth very honourable Ad- 
dreſſes from all that ſeek his more intimate Friend- 
hip: Therefore a Chiaus would be lighted on ſuch 


an Occaſion, and marr all the Deſign. I would 


counſel, that ſome Body be ſent who perfectly un- 
derſtands the Genius of the French, and che particu- 
lar Aims of Cardinal Magarini. 

Under the Protection of ſuch a One, I ſhould be 
able, without Hazard of a Diſcovery, to act all that 
is neceſſary to carry on this Deſign with good Suc- 
ceſs. Here are Abundance of needy Courtiers, on 
whom Gold will have a powerful Influence, But 
neither I in Perſon, nor any one whom I ſhall de- 
pute, can make ſuch Tenders, unleſs there were here 
ſome known publick Ambaſſador from the Grand 
Signior to countenance the Buſineſs. For otherwiſe 

tt will preſently be whiſpered, that ſome private 
Agent lurks here incognito. They will ſtart a thou- 
fand Chimeras of Jealouſy, and fo I may run the Ha- 


Zard of a ſecond Impriſonment, when the C_ 
| | all 
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all- call to Mind the Occaſion of my firſt. All that 
I can then ſay of my being a Moldavi an will find no 
Credit; and it will be no leſs than a Miracle, if they 
do not expoſe me to a Scrutiny for the Mark of Cir- 
cumciſion; which, if it be found, all is betrayed and 


% * 
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ruined. 3 
I do not value the Puniſhments they will inflit on 
me, nor the Loſs of my Life: But I dread the more 
important Conſequences of ſuch a Diſcovery ; the 
unmaſking the Secrets of the Grand Signior to In- 
fidels.: © „„ 
Theſe are the chief Reaſons I have to offer in Be- 
half of an honourable Embaſſy. As to the Perſon 
whom thou ſhalt think fit to employ in fo glorious 
a Truſt, I will not preſume to add any Thing to 
what I have faid already, that he be a Man of Ex- 
perience in the French Affairs, well verſed in the 
Knowledge of Chriſtian Policy, the different Inte- 
reſts of the Courts of Europe, and one that exactly 
knows what Advantage to make of the new Pope. 
For, after long Debates, the Cardinals have at laſt 
elected one, Who has aſſumed the Name of Alex» 
h v on road 
It is hard to judge at his firſt Acceſſion to that 
Sovereign Chair, what Intereſt this Prelate will em- 
brace, whether that of France or Spain; or whether 
his Conduct will be neutral, deporting himſelf with 
an equal Indifference to all the Nazarene Princes, 
whom he calleth his Sons, endeavouring to compoſe 
their Quarrels, and. unite their Forces againſt the 
Muſſulmans. I tell thee, no Body can be yet aſſured, 
what the 'Temper of the Roman. Mufti may prove 
for it is uſual for the aſpiring Cardinals to promiſe 
many Things, in Hopes of the Papacy, which they 
never perform when they have once obtained the un- 
- Controulable Command. Diſſimulation is ranked 
among the principal Virtues in the Court of Rome : 
Aud he that knows not how to diſguiſe his Affections 
| . : ; : "WS 
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is not thought worthy of any important Truſt. 44. 
nai the Few: hath loft his Liberty in that City for 
being defective in this courtly Accompliſhment. It 
ſeemeth he, and ſome others of his Nation, railed too 
33 and openly at the Idolatry of the Romans, 
et I expect daily to hear of his Releaſe, for I under- 
ſtand by a Letter from him, that he was excepted out 
of the Number of thoſe whoſe Condemnation is irre- 
coverable. | L208 
I reproved him for his Immorality in reflecting on 
the eſtabliſhed Religion of the Country where he re- 
ſides. But this Kind of Arrogance is the peculiar Vice 
of the Hebrews. They defpiſe all other Peoplein the 
World: Whereas, thou knoweſt, the impartial God 


reſpecteth not one Nation more than another; for 


they are all equally the Works-of his Hands. And, 
for ought we know, he tolerates the Variety of Re- 
ligions that are extant in the World, with the ſame 


 Indifferenee as he difpenſeth his common Bleſſings to 


ſuch an infinite Number of Men of diverſe Faces. 
The Multiplicity in the Univerſe exalteth the di- 
vine Unity, which is:the Root: of all. And if there 
be ten thouſand Myriads of Worlds, they. all ſprang 
from one Cauſe, and there they end. For He is the 
Firſt and Laſt of every Thing. 


Paris, zd of the 7th Moon, 


of the Year 1653. 
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7 Nathan Ben Saddi, @ Jew at Vienna: 
HE Feyptians have a Proverb, that he who 
thinks and ſpeaks of God only when he is me- 


Ancholy, ſacrifices-to the Planet Pharovis or — 
5 8 1 es | AN 


2 Svy at Pants '. oF 
and not to the moſt high and exalted King of all 
Things, who is the Fountain of Joy to Men and 
Ange. 3 e 
I counſel thee not to liſt thyſelf in the Number of 
thoſe who adore the Stars, by cheriſhing ſad Ideas of 
the ever indulgent and merciful Divinity ; nor think 
thyſelf the leſs liable to this Cenſure, becauſe it pro- 
ceeds from a Nation which was once at Enmity with 
the Sons of Jacob. Deſpiſe not the Wiſdom of that 
People, from whom even Moſes your Law-giver 
learned all his, and from whom all Nations borrowed 
Improvements of Learning, if they are not indebted 
to them for its firſt Rudiments. LY : 

By what I have ſaid, thou wilt perceive that I con- 
ſult thy Happineſs, and would have thee chaſe away 
vain Fears and ſuperſtitious Thoughts, the mere Pro- 
duct of an ill-tempered Spleen, which is the peculiar 
Malady of thy Nation. Let thy Heart be always. 
chearful ; for God loves every Thing that he has 
made: The Univerſe overflows with his Bounty. 
Be not too religious, nor ſtrain the Faculties he has 
given thee for thy Support, and not for thy Bane. 

I had rather hear from thee Matter of News, than 
theſe diſmal Scruples about thy Soul. If thou art 
not willing to embrace the Maſſulman Faith, in God's 
Name, continue to obſerve the Law of Moſes, and 
proſecute thy Affairs with Alacrity. ; 5 

Thou haſt been very ſlack of late in ſending me 
Advices of what paſſes at Vienna, and other Parts of 
Germany. We have flying Reports here of the Death 
of Eleanor the Empreſs; and that on the ſame Day 
whereon ſhe died, Leopoldus Ignatius Joſephus, the 
Emperor's Son, was elected King of the Romans. | 
know not how to write to the Miniſters of the Porte, 
until thou haſt aſcertained me of theſe Things. For 
God's Sake, be ſpeedy in thy Diſpatches, and inform 
me what is done at the Diet of Frankfore, Rouſe up 
thyſelf, and banun ſuperfluous Cares, Remember, 
| 8 E 5 | that 
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that as there is but One God, ſo. there is but One C 
Law, but One Thing neceſſary to Men, that is, Ty tc 
tive according to —_— This is engraven in every 8 
Man's Heart, and there needeth no Comment to ex- 

lain it. Thou art a ſufficient Lawgiver, Rabbi, 

Bogor, and Interpreter to chytelf. Let not others 
amuſe thee with Fables. 

I will now acquaint thee with ſomething of Cer. 

4 tainty. The French have gained Landrecies, a ſtrong 

Town in Flanders. It was ſurrendered to them on 

the 22d of this Moon; and the next Day all the 

Garriſon marched out, conſiſting of 1 500 Men, be- 

des 300 wounded: 
The King is gone, upon this good News, to view 
and take Care of his new Conqueſts: For this is not 
the only Town the Spaniards have loſt: They talk of 
 Maubeuge, Bowines, and Conde; all which, according 
- to freſh Report, are in the Hands of the French, 
This young Monarch is ftrangely fortunate. . 

If thou canſt inform me of ſuch ſucceſsful Cam- 
paigns among the People of the North, fail not to 
do it in Seaſon; for we are not placed in theſe Sta · 
tions to whiſtle to Sheep. ; 7 

Paris, 29th of the 7th Moons 

- of the Tear 1655. 
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LETTER XI. 


To 0 Muſtapha Lulu Beamtulla, a Mar 7 
: the Law, 


| T Would willingly be admitted into Paradiſe, as 
well as other Muſſulmans. Neither would I ll 
think, ſpeak, or do any Thing which might prejudice Mill © 
my Title, and baulk my Pretenſions to eternal Hap- Mal 
pineſs. This Deſire is natural to all Men; and when 
I profeſs it, thou mayeſt believe me _— 4 = 
A 
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Oath. Vet, methinks; I would not go hoodwinked 
to Heaven, but would fain enjoy the Benefit of my 
Senſe and Reaſon, in my Advances to that Region of 
believe the Alcoran is the Oracle of God; and it 
is ſo firmly imprinted in my Memory, that I could re- 
peat it verbatim from the Beginning to the End, with- 
out miſſing a Verſicle; . I give an entire Credence to 
the Doctrine of the Reſurrection; being naturally 


groſs Conceit, which the greateſt Part of Mauſſulmans 
have of the Reſurrection; that is, that our very Duſt 
ſhall be raiſed again, and organized into a Body. The 
Nazarenes are of the ſame Opinion. But, methinks, 
there is no Need of ſtretching and ſtraining Na- 
ture. Beſides, this Opinion is inconſiſtent with other 
fundamental Doctrines of the Muſſulman Law. 

We are all taught to believe, that the Souls of Juſt _ 
Men, Saints, and Martyrs, immediately on their De- 
parture from the Body, aſcend to Paradiſe. If ſo, 
then they either live there in an unbodied Eſtate, or 
they have new Bodies aſſigned them by the ſame Pro- 
vidence which gave them their old. Be it which Way 
it pleaſeth God, it will appear a manifeſt Botch in 
the Works of the Omnipotent, an Indecorum in 
Nature, to make theſe Souls either caſt off their new 
Bodies at the Day of Judgment, for the Sake of their 
old rotten Relicks, after they have enjoyed all the ra- 
viſhing Delights of Eden for ſo many Ages; or to 
ſtand in Need of. any Bodies at all, after they have 
lived ſo long in a ſeparate Condition. There is no 
Senſe in it. Doubtleſs, this Opinion was firſt hatched 
by thoſe who believed the Sleep of the Soul, and held 
that it was inſeparable from the Body. For then 
they had no other Way to comfort themſelves with 
any probable Hopes of a ſurviving Immortality, but 
maintaining, that as the Soul ſlept with the Body in 
the Grave, ſo both Soul and Body ſhould conjointly | 


riſe again at the Day of Doom. 


deſirous of Immortality : But I cannot entertain tage 


9 Lerner end Bb 
Or perhaps this Figure of our ReſurreQion wag. 
inculcated to inſinuate the Faith of an immortal State, 
into the duller Minds of thoſe who were incapable of 
comprehending either the Pre- exiſtence of Souls, their 
Self- ſubſiſtence after Death, or their Tranſlation into 

It ſeems to me much more eaſy to believe, accord- 
ing to the moſt obvious Works of Nature, that, after 
our Diſſolution here, we ſhall either aſſume ſome 
Body of Air, Fire, or other elemental Supplement, 
or by magnetic Tranſmigration ſhall be united to 
ſome vegetable or animal Embrio, than to dream of 
recollecting all our ſcattered Aſhes together after ſo 
many thouſands of Years, wherein they have been diſ- 
perſed, perhaps thro? all the Ranges of the Univerſe. 

Surely our holy Lawgiver, and all the other Pro- 
phets, intended no other Thing by the Doctrine of 
the Reſurrection, but only to convince the World, 
that the Soul was immortal, and that, conſequently, 
there would be a Reward of good and bad Works 
after this Life. We ſhall live for ever, old Lawyer: 
And what ſignifies it, whether we have the fame 
Bodies or others, ſo long as we are happy in any 
Stat : And if we are metamorphoſed we cannot fail 
of our ſpecifick Felicity, ſince every Creature is happy 
in his own Eſſence. Then let us be Apes, Drome- 
daries, Camels, or any- Thing -but Hogs, and we 
ſhall have Bliſs enough. That Creature is the very 
Emblem of Uncleanneſs, and therefore its Life cans 
not be the Object of a Muſſulman's Wiſh. Yet we 
know not the Laws of our Change or Tranſmigra- 
tion from this mortal Life: For the Soul, - accord+ 
ing to Pythagoras and the Ancients, 1s capable of all 
Forms. . \ EE 

If thou wondereſt what has put me upon this Diſ- 
courſe, it is the Remembrance of what I have heard 
thee relate of the Apparition of dead Men's Bones in 
ths Cemetery of Grand Caire in Egypt, at a _— 

| | Alon 
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Seaſon of the Year, when Multitudes of People 
Cuſtom flock thither to behold this wonderful 
cene of a Sham Reſurrection. Ican give it no better 
Title, ſince in all Probability tis only the Effect of 
ome Artifice uſed by the Chriſtians, to procure Mo- 
ney from the admiring Crowd. And I'm confirm'd 
in this Belief by a Letter TI received from Mebemet 
he Exi'd Eunuch, who now reſides at Carre ; and 
aving been curious to obſerve this celebrated Mi- 
racle, among the other Rarities of this City, ſent me 
ſuch an Account of this Paſſage, as convinces me 

there's fome Cheat init. {rae 
He tells a great many other Things of the Super- 
ition and Ignorance of the Egyptians as to the Pyra- 
mids, and the ſuppoſed Spirits which guard them. In 
all, he laments the Condition of Mortals, who have 
ſo; far degenerated from themſelves, and ſuffered their 
Reaſon to be debauched with Fables. OO. 

Sage Mu/tapha, thou art of the Race of thoſe who 
have preſerved. Science and Philoſophy. A Halo of 
Light inveſts thy Soul. Let no dark Opinion of 
Gop and his Works eclipſe thy IntelleR. | 

Paris, 2oth of the 8th Moon, 185 

of the Tear 1654. * 
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LETTER VII. 


f To Solyman Kuſlir Aga, Prince of the Black 
: Eunuchs. W 


18 Diſpatch eame in an happy Hour: Vet 
the Contents of it ſurprized me. Tis a ſtrange 
Turn of Fortune, that the Baſfa of Aleppo, after ſo 
many Rebellions, ſhould become the Sultan's Fa- 
vourite, and be inveſted in the higheſt Dignity of 
the Empire. Yet, who knows, but this may be -_ 
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only effectual Courſe to reclaim him, and of an Ene. 
my to render him a Friend: For Ambition is a Vice 
ſo nearly bordering on Virtue, fo refin'd and ſubtle 
. in Complexion, that when the Paſſion which cheriſhes 
it, is once gratified with its proper Object, it ſoon be- 
comes a Virtue. itſelf, and transforms a Libertine to 
a Hadgi, ranking a Man to Day among the moſt 
deſerving Heroes, who. but Yeſterday was in the 
Number of the Seditiou s 
Therefore, Icannot but highly applaud the Coun- 
| ſel of thoſe, who perſuaded the Grand Seignior to 
this uncommon Choice of the Vizer Azem. The 
whole Empire has languiſned for want of a Man of 
Abilities in that ſupreme Station, ever fince the Seal 
was taken from the moſt illuſtrious CHouſaein Baſſa 
through the Malice. of his Enemies. And in this 
Juncture, they could not have pitched on a Man 
more capable of a Charge, than this bold Baſſa; who, 
beſides his Experience in the Wars, both by Sea and 
Land, is looked on as the ſtouteſt Man in this Age. 
As for his former Crimes, they proceeded only 
from his Diſcontent and Thirſt of Glory, which 1s 
now ſufficiently allayed by the Bounty of our Sove- 
reign. The Cauſe therefore of his Extravagancies 
being thus ſeaſonably removed, the Effect will na- 
turally ceaſe. 3 5 8 
But ſuffer me to aſk thee ; Do they not reſent, at 
the Seraglio, his Approaches to that Sanctuary of 
Mortals with ſuch a formidable Retinue ? Thou 
telleſt me, he is attended with forty thouſand Men, an 
Equipage fit for a Sovereign Monarch. Perhaps, tis 
only the Effect of his martial Genius, and that he is 
willing to appear like a Soldier: Or, it may be, he 
really ſuſpected Danger, and that he was deſigned for 
a Sacrifice, which made him come thus guarded to 
the Feet of his Maſter ; that his Son might revenge 
his Death by ſome deſperate Attempt on Conſtanti- 
nople. Be it how it pleaſes Gop, it ſeems, the —_ 

| Win 
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wink'd at all, and received him with ſuch Marks of 
his Eſteem and Affection, as are ſeldom vouchſafed 
to Subjects. T hope the Event will anſwer his Ex- 
pectation. Theſe new Methods of Clemency may 
prove more ſucceſsful, than the ſevere Conduct of 
former Times. Men of great Souls are ſooner ſub- 
dued by Favour, than Force and Cruelty. 

I am extremely obliged to thee for thy Inſtructi- 
Wons, which I ſhall exactly obſerve in writing to this 
Wſupreme Miniſter. Thou haſt matched my own 
Thought in this Advice: For knowing that Baſſa's 

emper, it will be policy as well as Juſtice, frankly 
o own what I have writ againſt him, and not ſtuff 
my Letter with abje& fawning Submiſſions, or ſneak- 
Wing Excuſes ; he is brave himſelf, and will be pleaſed 
o ſee a Man reſolute in his Duty. 1 
However, let the Conſequences be what it will, I 
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here is ſomething, ſo ſatisfactory in Truth, and an 
oneſt blunt Carriage, as far ſurpaſſes the little faint 
WP lcaſures of Artifice and Piſſimulation. And I ſhould 
We weary of my Life, were 1 forced to preſerve it 
Dy ſuch effeminate Tricks. Yet, I muſt . confeſs, 
tis a vaſt Encouragement, to find thy Sentiments 
he ſame. What is this World, that we ſhould be 
fond of it? Or what is this Life of Mortals, that 
ee need be fo over-ſtudious of prolonging the Reſpi- 
ation of that Breath, which may with as much 
aſe be all breathed out at once, as by ſo many ſuc- 
eve Millions of Moments; for Death ' properly 
oſſeſſes but an Inſtant of Time; no more does 
ife. Every Gaſp renews the One, and the laſt 
ommences and finiſhes the Other. As to Pleaſure 
nd Pain, we generally have an equal Share of them. 
ad it appears to me an equal, if not a greater Hap- 
Wines, at once to-be freed for ever from the Latter, 
5 han by ſnch an irkſome Compoſition to protract the 
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njoyment of the Former, 


Brave 


nuſt follow the Meaſures of my own Integrity. 
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ever, thou generous Son of Cham. 


Life, which might have been loſt in the Pu 


Braye Solynian, when I contemplate thy Virtue, i 
inſpires me with Courage againft the vain Mitts 
Fear, which the Magick of Opinion has rais'd befor 


the Eyes of Mortals. I embrace thee with an ex. 


tended Soul, and wiſh thee the two Extremes & 


Happineſs, Plenitude of Joys in this Life, and aq 


immortal Series of Felicities in Paradiſe, Live for 


f Paris, 2d of the gth Moon, | 


of the Tear 1655. 


LETTER IK 
To the maſi illuſtrious Vizir Azem, at th 
1! 6 + 0 - ” 


me Souls of all my Progenitors, I was glad 
t 


to hear the News of thy Advance to this glo- 
rious Height of Power: Yet when thou wert Baſſi 
of Aleppo, and held Correfpondence with the Yene« 
tians, I accuſed thee to the Divan, doing thereby no 
ſmall Service to the Ottoman Empire: For which 
thou haſt now Reaſon in Honour to reward me; 
knowing that I prevented a great deal of Confuſion 
and Blood. It wilt not become the firſt Miniſter, 
to cheriſh private Revenges, or harbour ill Thoughts 
of a faithful Slave. In diſcovering thy Intrigues at 
that Time I did but perform my Duty to the Grand 
Seignior, thy Lord and mine. Nay, for ought thou 
knoweſt, I was happily inftrumental in m— thy 
uit of 

thoſe hazardous Projects thou wert then engaged 
in. Be it how it will, thou art now living, and in- 
ſtalled in the moſt illuſtrious Charge of the Empire. 
And without Flattery I ſpeak it, a bzayer Man could 
| | | Ls | got 
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pt have aſcended to that Dignity, May God * 
pntinue thee in it, to the Joy and Advantage of all 
Nc Muſſulmans. 5 5 | 

All the World extol thy Valour and Boldneſs; eſ- 
cially the Nazarenes, among whom the Baſſa of 
leppo is famous. They alſo highly commend thy 
uſtice. And thou wilt find in the Regiſter, that 
hen I acquainted my Superior of thy Revolt, 1 
7as not envious in concealing thy Virtues. 
Therefore I beg of thee not to be partial in thy 
eſentments; but conſider Mahmut as a faithful 
lave, who will never tranſgreſs the Commands of 
e Myſterious Bench, nor ſuffer any ſiniſter Motives 
d biaſs him, though *twere in favour of his own 
Zrother. For this is the ſevere Conduct that is ex- 
eted of me by my Superiors, and which thou thy 
alf wilt require at my Hands. 

But, I believe, thou needeſt not theſe Addreſſes 
> move thee to Generoſity. Thy own native Juſtice 


0 


in ſuggeſt to thee, that J rather merit a Reward 
4 han a Puniſhment for doing my Duty, though' it 


ere in accuſing thyſelf. — 
| Confiding therefore in thy Goodneſs, and my 
wn Innocence, Ffhall not deſpair of that Protecti- 
dn and Favour from thee, which all thy Predeceffors 
ave afforded me, fince my Arrival at this Place. 
ay, I think thy Friendſhip and Efteem is rather 
due to me than a thouſand Sycophants and Flat- 
W | : 
I will in this Confidence write freely to thee, as I 
ave been commanded ; and vent my Thoughts, 
ithout a timorous Reſerve : For thou art the juſt 
udge of the Judges among the Faithful. | 
here is no doubt but thou haſt heard of the 
Duke of Lorrain, a famous Warrior in theſe Weſtern 
Parts, but now a Priſoner of State in Spain. I 
ſent Intelligence laſt Year to Muftapha Berber Aga, 
of the Grounds and Circumſtances of this NO 


yy 
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98 -. „„ Writ by 
Confinement, whereof thou can'ſt not bei ignorat, 
For all my Diſpatches are made publick to the Me 
niſters of the bleſſed Porte. 

The Brother of that Duke immediately ſucceedel 
him, by the King of Spain's Orders, in the Con: 
mand of the Army i in Flanders ; they call him Du 
Francis. Every Body thought that he had conſentel 
to the Impriſonment of bis Brother, as being dif 
pre at his Inconſtancy, Avarice, and.other Vice, 
It was ſuppoſed alſo, that his own Ambition, and 
Thirſt of owns had corrupted the Fidelity and 
| Love he owed to the Son of his Mother; as knoy: 
ing that by his Fall, he himſelf ſhould riſe to thy 
' Dignity of General, which his Brother enjoyed dure- 
ing his Liberty, 

But now it is evident, that this Duke Francis di 
all along diſſemble his Refentments of his Brother 
Calamity : for he is lately revolted from the Kiny 
of Spain, and come over to the French, with fie 
thouſand Horſe and Foot. He has openly declared, 
That he will never give Reſt to his Sword, tiff K 
has either procured his Brother's Releaſe, or deep) 
revenged the Injuries have been done him. He wa 

received by the French King with all imaginable En: 
dearment and Careſſes. The whole Court is emu- 
lous in ſtriving to excel one another in the Demor- 
trations of their Civility and Reſpect to this Prince; 
and they have culled. out the beſt Quarters for bi 
Soldiers. This Nation is always hoſpitable to Stray 
gers; more eſpecially to ſuch as court her Friend 
ip after this extraordinary Way, who enter int 
their Intereſts, and engage in their Quarrels, Ya 
neither France nor all the Kingdoms of Europe to- 
gether can match the Bounty of the munificent Port, 
which pardons and receives, with open Embraces, he 
moſt implacable Enemies on their Submiſſions and 

Repentance, 


* 
* 


CJ 
Commander of the Muſſulman Grandees, thou art 
ut a Man; and hath not exceeded that Character in 
je worſt of thy Errors. Now thou art aſſumed to 
Charge which requires the Fidelity and Prudence 
fan Angel. If thou ſhalt reform the State, and re- 
ore the Muſſulman Affairs to their true Luſtre, we 
nall have Reaſon to contemplate thy Life in ſome 
eaſure as a Parellel to that of Craſſus, who was par- 
loned three Treaſons by Czſar,,and afterwards be- 
ame the moſt loyal and ſerviceable Man in the R— 
wan Empire. 1 . „ | 
Paris, 2d of the qth Moon, 

of the Tear 1655, 


LETTER Xl. 
To Mehemet, an exiled Eunuch, at Caire in 
. Egypt. | 


HOU telleth me wonderful Things of Egypt, 
Lk ſuch as almoſt ſurpaſs Credit. And I per- 
eive thou thyſelf doth not believe the Story of 
he annual Reſurrection of Bones, which is ſo much 
alkd of by Travellers. My Coufin Iſauf ridicul'd 
Wt with ſmart Reaſon, and was almoſt in Danger of 
his Life among the bigotted Moors and Coptites. 
But I could hardly imagine there had ſtill re- 
mained in that Region (whieh has undergone fo many 
Revolutions of Government) any Footſteps of the 
primitive Egyptians. Yet, it ſeems, the Prieſts of 
thoſe early Ages were particularly careful to tranſ- 
mit to Poſterity an exact Hiſtory of their Kings, 
with Memoirs of their Actions; the Building of the 
Pyramids; the Place of the -Statues ; the magical 
Mirrour ; the City of the black Eagle; thejCaſtle of 
= Demons 


Dæmons ſeated on the Brow of the Mountain of f fid 
Moon, the Palace of Adamant, with innumerayWive 
other Rarities. _ 1 e ( 
I tell thee, my dear Mebemet, I know net how ece 
believe all thoſe romantick Stories. It Cramps m hie 


Reaſon to hear of a Brazen Tree with Iron Branche avi 
and Verſatite Hooks, to catch Liars and Cheats, an irt 
there detain them till they ſhould do right to tho on 
whom they had injured, Altogether as improbabl 
is the Story of Gabdafarouis, the Statue ſet up Hav. 
King Gariac. | 
Who can read of that Monarch's being carrie"! 
in the Air by Eagles, but may as well believe th 
romantiek Voyage of Domingo Gonſales to the Moon e 
If thou knoweſt not that Story, Il tell thee in ſho 
That this was a certain Spaniard, who in a Paſſi 
to the Indies, being by Shipwreck caſt aſhore on thy 
Iſland of St. Helena, with a Negro his Slave, the el 
were put to their Shifts ſo far as to divide that unpee l 
pled and deſolate Iſland between them out of pure Nel 
ceſſity, that they might both find Proviſion enough 
keep them from ſtarving (for it ſeems, there was grei Ne 
ſcarcity of every Thing that ſerved the Uſes of Life ch 
In this Condition, Neceſſity, the Mother of cui 
ning Devices, taught them to hold Correſpondenc 
with one another, though living at oppoſite Ange * 
of the Ifle, by the Help of certain wild Swans which 
they took out of their Neſts very young, and brought" 
them up as they do Pigeons at Babylon, and Aleppo to be 
Letter- Carriers. - 
| Afterwards, as the Story goes, Domingo trying ſil 
veral Experiments on his Birds, and finding all fuc-Wil 
ceſsful; at laſt having got Four and Twenty of then 
together, and having brought them up to his Lure, 
he ventured his Carcaſs with them in the Air, faſten- 
ing them together with Ropes and other Materials 
But the extravagant Animals one Day took Wing, 
and carried their Maſter to the Moon ; w_ 
5 4 rende 
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efided a conſiderable Time; ſaw and conyerſed with 
ivers Inhabitants of that neighbouring Globe, viſited -* 
e Courts of ſeveral Lunar Princes, and was kindly 
; Mc ceived by them all, even at the Seraglio of the 
hief Emperor, or Grand Seignior himſelf. And 
leaving been preſented with three Stones of matchleſs _ 
an irtue and other rich Gifts, he had his Audience of 
onge, and came down to the Earth again, where he 
dubliſked a Journal of his Travels, out of which 1 
dave extracted this ſhort Epitome ; not thinking it 
vorth the while to trouble thee with the por pee, 5 
ation of his ingenious Whimſies. — FI PG 
Doubtleſs, there is nothing ſo eaſy, as to invent 
ew and unheard-of Fables, to amuſe the credulou 
orld, and captivate their Underſtanding. Andi | 
ave told thee this, ag a Parallel to thoſe monſtrous 
igments of Egypt: Such as that of King Gancam's 
being carried in a Pavilion on the Shoulders of 
Spirits: His magical Tables, and the reſt of hig 
lorious Whim-Whams. And that of the Queen 
Bor ſa, who ſate on a fiery Throne, and lived in an 
nchanted. Caſtle, whoſe Walls are full of Pipes, 
rhich conveyed to her the Addreſſes of all forts of 
Plaintiffs, and her Decree and Deciſion of Controver- 
ies back again to them. Such another is that of 
WPardefir's filyer Tower, and his fitting before his 
WPcople in the Clouds of Heaven: And Bedourd's 
ending an Angel who made ſuch a horrible roaring, 
at it cauſed an Earthquake. | 
= Who can without laughing read the Story of the 
ol of the Teſt, which diſtinguiſhed between Harlots 
ad Virgins by the Touch of their Hand? Or of the 
pirits which guard the Pyramids, one like a naked 
Woman, walking about in the open Air at Noon, 
Ind making Men run mad for Love of her: Ano- 
her in the Form of an old Man with a Baſket on 
his Head, and a Cenſor in his Hand? A third of a 
black Woman with a monſtrous Child in her Arms? 
| _ The 
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z There is no End of ſuch Fables. Neither can z 
M n of Reaſon, ſtoop to fo much Eaſineſs as to n 
ard them. And it is a Pleaſure to me, when I co 
fider thee as a Man actually ſatyrical upon Opiniq 
and Traditions repugnant to Senſe. 55 
Mehemet, whilſt thou art in Egypt, remember tig 
thou wert born in Arabia, where Science has floy 
iſhed for theſe thouſand Years. | 
Paris, 28th of. the gth Moon, 
F the Tear 1655. 
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1 Will not pretend to Divination, nor flatter the 
| 1 with Preſages of better Fortune againſt the / 
metiaus, during thy Command of the Navy, than ti 
Predeceſſors have had; yet I believe thou hath mar 
Honeſty and Valour than ſome of them. And I cot 
gratulate thy Riſe to this Dignity. = 
If my Intelligence be true, a more glorious. Flt 
has not failed out of the Ottoman Harbours, than 2 
e now at Sea, under thy Command. May tif 
Succeſs anſwer the Expectation of the Muſſulman 
But I tell thee, thou, hath need to look about thee 
for thou wilt encounter a valiant and ſubtle Enemy, 
Theſe Venetians are not like the reſt of the Neu 
renes, ſuperſtitiouſſy devoted to the Sentiments 0 
their Priefts. That kind of Bigottry chains up Men 
Spirits, and renders them effeminate : It blinds then 
and robs them of their Senſe and native Vigour. But 
| theſe are bold, reſolute People, fearing neither Ma 
nor the Devil. They are alſo well verſed in Strat: 
gems, being as cunning as Serpents. In fine, Vent 
is a Commonwealth made up of Soldiers and Stat 
5 | * men: 


* 
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n: And thou can'ſt not expect, that the Sea makes 
hem degenerate. Therefore look for hot Entertain- 
ent, whenever thou engageth thoſe Aboriginal Tax- 
pawlins. I ſpeak not this to diſcourage thee, but to 
rm thee with due Caution. Thou knoweth the 
ame God who made them, made thee, and all the 

en in thy Fleet. Thou hath alſo the Happineſs to 
erve the moſt Victorious Empire in the World. Fear 
othing therefore: But when thou looſeſt from the 
Helleſpont, with the invincible Fleet, adorned with | 
Enfigns of high Renown, the proſperous Streamers 
pf Mahomet ; when theu heareth the All-chearing ' 
Clarions and 'T'imbrels breathing the lofty Menaces, 
the vital Airs of War ; then Jet thy noble Heart 
fouriſh with brave Thoughts, and briſk Reſolutions. 
Yet let not a falſe Aſſurance of Victory make thee 
raſh, and bęreave thee of that Conduct, which is as 
neceſſary a Qualification in a General as Courage, 
Conſider that the Fortune of Battles is uncertain : 
Therefore do all Things with great Precaution, ” 
Truſt not to the Force of thy Commiſſion, in that 
[thou fighteth for the Law and Honour of the 
Prophet. But remember the Proverb of the Ancients, 
which ſays, The Dewil often carries the Standard of 
theliving God. There may be thoſe in thy Fleet, who 
are treacherous, and at the Devotion of the Naza- 
renes. For I hear that both Spahis and Janifaries 
were very unwilling to embark themſelves ; and God 
knows, how far the Venetian Gold may work on ſome 
of the Officers. Though their Reſentment ſeemed 
to be appeaſed by the Bounty ef our glorious Sove- 
reign, 2 the ſmalleſt Occaſion may renew their 
old Diſcontent again; and put them on more dan- 
gerous Tumults at Sea, than thoſe they were guilty 
of aſhore : Or at leaſt they will become more remils 
and cold in the Service of the Grand Seignior. 


"ih 


therefore the Freedom I take in adviſing thee, 


LEY 


reign of that Nation. 


all the neighbouring Kings and States court li 


Farts. 


Iſle, from the Time of the firſt Conqueſts in- 


of a new Empire. He has refuſed the Title of Kin 
ſublime Character, laying the Foundation of ti 
Hopes in a pretended Modeſty, afſuming only f 
Army to the Gates of Rome, and when he has {ul 
flantinople, and drive the Grand Signior out of hi 
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Be it how it will, if the Navy has not good $ 
ceſs the Blame of all will be laid on thee. Par 


it is an Argument of my Affectiou and Concern 
thy Honour and Safety: And no Man can with t 
ſon be offended at another for warning him of Dl 
gers. In a Word, I wiſh thee the good | For 
of the Engliſh, who have lately. taken an-Ifland 
the We/t-Indies from the Spaniards : They call it] 
MAatica. , | 


It ſeems, that the King of Spain had poſſeſſedi 


rica, where his Subjects have committed horrid Cr 
elties on the Natives; for. which they are now þ 
niſhed by that new Commonwealth, who boaſt tu 
they are eſtabliſhed by God to reform or overturni 
the Kingdoms of Zune. e 
Thou haſt heard, I ſuppoſe of Oliver the Son 
He appears like anothlf 

Gingiz Cham, ſetting up for a Prophet and Found 


* 


which was offered him by the Engliſb States, vi 
all the Enſigns of Royalty. But he aims at a ma 
Stile of Protector. They ſay, he talks of leading 1 
dued the Pope, that he will march or fail to G 
Seraglio. : FV 

I tell thee, theſe are not Things to be contemnel 
or laughed at. For this Oliver has the Fame of! 
Great and. invincible General: And I can aſſure the: 
Friendſhip. In fine, he makes the moſt formidabt 
Figure at preſent of any Prince in theſe Weſten 


U 
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If it will divert thee at Sea, to hear of the Tranſ- 
ions by Land, know, that Leopolaus Ignatius Faſe- 
h, Son of the German Emperor, is elected K ing of 
he Romans in the Room of his deceaſed Brother. 
here's alſo a Diet at Framdfort, where they have too 
| any Diſcords and Quarrels of their own, to have 
Leisure to plot np Miſchief _ the Empire of 
rue Believers. Theſe Infidels, in their pubtick 
ouncils, are like Women ſcolding away the Time 
hat ſhould be employed in Action. 
There arrives daily a great deal of News out of 
weden, Muſcovy, and Poland, One Poſt informs me 
ff a Plague raging at Moſcow, and other Cities of 
that Northern 'Tra& : Another alarms us with Intel- 
Wigences of 8ieges and Plundering of Towns, Diſpeq- 
pling of Provinces, and a Deluge of Blood and 
laughter; For the Swedes, eſpouſing the Quarrel of 
the Muſcowvites, endeavour to make their own Game 
Yin Poland; many Princes and great Men, with their 
na Towns, Villages, and Vaſſals, revolting daily from 
the unfortunate Caſimir, and ſubmitting to the Saue- 
4 Monategg 6-17 8 
nal And here in France, thoſe that go not to the Wars 
make private Campaigns at Home. Here's Nothing 
but Duelling and Murder among Men of the Sword; 
W whilſt the Eccleſiaſtichs are combating one another 
with their Pens, and the Lawyers with their Tongues. 
In Switzerland they're mad about Religion. At 
Dantzickh, two Eagles were ſeen combating in the Air. 
And, as if all Nature were in a ferment, the Winds 
have been at Variance in the Bowels of the Earth, 
which has occaſion'd frequent Earthquakes, in that Part 
of Germany. The King of Poland's Brother is dead, 
and the Queen-Mother of Sweden. 5 
We muſt all die at the determin'd Hour; and there 
eu is no other Terror in Death, but what is created by 
our own Opinion, nor any greater Pain than attend- 
ed our Birth, For at our Diſſolution. every Element 
Vol. V. | of 
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at Diepe, a Sea-Town over againſt the Engliſb Coal. 


lancholy, unleſs it were in the Evenings, which forc'd 


one Circumſtance with another, but ranking ever 


| Judgmentſenough for one of his Years. I tell ther, Aft 
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of which we were compounded, takes its proper 
Share, and that which is divine in us returns to that 
which-is divine in the Univerſe. | 
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25 Peſteli, Heli, bis Brother, Maſter of 
., - -.the Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople, e 
A u R 'Kinfman Iouf is now gone | for Mauſer, ba 
O: having viſited the moſt remarkable Places in K. 


this Kingdom. I receiv'd a Letter from him, datei Mon 


He was juſt going abroad, as he tells me, when he 
deliver'd his Diſpatch to the Poſt. GOD grant hin 
a: proſperous Voyage to that Region, and whitherſs Pa. 
ever his Genius or Fortune carries him. | 

I am extremely pleas'd with his Converſation, 
Whilſt I was in Paris, I was never ſenſible of Me. . 


us to part Company. He has an excellent Memo. 
ry, and recounts all the Adventures of his Life with 
a great deal of Eaſe, both to himſelf and his Hearer. 
He was never at a Loſs for Matter, or confounded i... 


thing in its due Time and Place, deliver'd all with: 
Clearneſs and Grace, which affected me with ſingul Miſc: 


Delight. | 
Beſides, He has a ready Wit, lively Fancy, ani Hall x 


the Relations he has made of his Travels, with hi 
regular Deportment here in Paris, of which I have part 
been a Witneſs, have imprinted in me ſuch at 
Opinion of his Ability, that I have . truſted = 

| wi 


* 
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with ſome” particular Inſtructions, in order to a ſet- 
tled Correſpondence between us, in whatſoever Court 
he reſides. For, in a Word, I find him mature 
enough for Buſineſs of Moment: And it is Pity his 
Parts. ſhould be buried, without ever appearing in 
Action. di TSE sen ed fie eic 

If qe facceeds in what I have put him upon, when 
be arrives at Aerhangel, à Sea- Bort in Ruta, and a 
place of great Commerce and Praffick,” I hall have 
good Reaſon to hope for more important Matters, 
when he comes to Hoſcou, the eief: City of the 
Men who worſhip the Eyes of their Emperor. And 
then it will be Time to give a due Character of hin 
to the Miniſters f che Por rel: Whierein thou wilt 


„ are many Opportunities: to perform che Office of x 
i Kinſman and Friend. Thoſe df: the iflatie Blood 


ought thus to ferve one another” with Integrity and 
Affection: For in ſo doing we help ourſelves, 


he ſtrengthen the Intereſt of our Family, and ſhall find 
n Returns in Time: of Need. As thou haſt receiv'd 


Favour from Munten Haiſar Baſſa, on tue Score: of 
being his Countryman; 910 there is greater Reaſon 
hat thou ſhould'ſt ſhew' Kindneſs to Tfeufz. whe 


le artakesob our Blood. % 0 er 4H 
cl There ariſes a vaſt Complacency from doing good 
no Offces, though to a Stranger, or even to an Enemy. 
in an is naturally generous, and he has debauch'd his 
* Soul, who acts contrary to this: Principle. Yet the 


greateſt Fart of Men are degenerated. - They purſae 
ions, Tygers, Bears, and ſuch like — — 
th: inexorable Hatred and Revenge; they bear 
ſecret Antipathies againſt Spiders, Toads, Serpents, 
ind other venomous Creatures; and yet they are 


and all theſe Things, or worſe, themſelves. Ever ſince . 
net, er abandon'd the Earth, there has been a ſtrange 
Metamorphoſis in our Race; Men have for the moſt 
Part forſaken their Humanity, :: and: chang'd Na- 
ture with. the, Savages. - Nay, we franſcend them in 
„ 1 what 


-whatſcever is cruel and vicious: As if our Reaſon 
were given us only to teach us the moſt refined Me. 
_ of Impiety, and to be a more exquiſite Spur to 
Vie... | | . 
Jef has preſented me with ſolid Obſervations of 
this Kind in his Travels, eſpecially in Afriche He 
ſays, That Region is not more prolifick. ef ſtrange and 
Sorrible Beaſts, than it is of monſtrous Men, Brutes, 
and Devils in Human Shape. And though he relates 
Tome fair Things of the /ndians, and other People in 
Aa, yet they are intermix d with tragical:Reports, 
and mournful Memoirs; ſuch as ſtain the Hiſtory of 
eur Race, and make it evident, that it is hard to 
meet with one good Man among Ten Thouſand. The 
whole World is over-run with Oppreſſion, -Cruelty, 
Avarice, Perfidy, and Luſt. . 
Hie relates ſtrange Things of the Antiquities af 
Egypt. He calls it the only Scene of Wonders and 
Miracles on Earth. Indeed this Country was very 
famous among all Nations for the Wiſdom and 
Learning of her Prieſts ;: who, in the firſt Ages af 
the World, underſtood all the Secrets of the Element 
the Virtues of Plants and Minerals, and were per. 
fectly vers'd in the Science of the Stars and Spirit, 
and in all Manner of myſterious Knowledge. They 
were ſaid to make Statues and Images, that could 
| ſpeak, walk, run, andcounterfeit all Human Adi- 
ons. They were alſo exquiſite in making mir 
culous Taliſmans and Mirrors, with any Kind of ma. 
gical Work, whereby they kept the People, and 
even the Princes, in a profound Awe and Veneration 
of their m_ ious Knowledge and Power, and like- 
wiſe de _ their Country againſt all Invader 
ſoon 


For no er did an Enemy appear with his Ar. 


mies on the Frontiers of Egypt, but theſe Prieſts had 
prefent Intimation of it by their Secret Art, even in 
their Chambers, perhaps at a Hundred Leagues Pi. 
ance, Then, by their Enchantments, they _ 
24 $1 Cal 
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cauſed. Eire to conſume them in their — or 
turned their Swords one againſt another, or ſent an 
Army of winged: Serpents to-deſtroy them. So that 
for many Ages no-King ever proſpered that fought 
againſt the Egyptians, OO = 

But let not Thou and I, dear Brother, ſuffer our 
Reaſon to- degenerate, by giving Credit to Fiction 
and Romances, .though vouched by ſome of our Coun- 
trymen; ſuch as Merat Alzeman, Ebmn | Abdalhokm,. 
and others. 1 | | | 

He alſo tells many remarkable Paſſages of the Py- 
ramids of Caire, the Overflowing of the Nile, the 
Mummies, and other Things, which I have not now 
Time to rehearſe; but in another Letter I will gratify 
thee with a more ample Account of his Obſerva- 
tions. | | 
In the mean Time, live thou to enjoy the Fruits of 
thy own Travels in the Faſt; which, if it matches 
not the South in Prodigies and ſtupendous Inventions; 
yet it ſurpaſſes both it, and all the reſt of the World, 
in Juſtice and Morality. => TE TO 


Paris, 17th of the 1110 Mon, 
of the Year 1655. 


_— — „ 


LETTER XV. 


To Iſmael: Kaidar, Cheik, a Man of the 
Law. 692 


H. O U haſt: the Character and Fame of a great 
, Hiſtorian; a Man of Intelligence both in the 
Records of paſt Times, and the Tranſactions of the 
preſent: Therefore the Name of Chri/tina, late Queen 
of Sweden, cannot be ſtrange to thee. I doubt not 
but thou haſt heard of this Princeſe, ſo celebrated 
| F 3 through · 


— 
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throughout the: Earth for her Learning, and other 
noble accompliſnments; and how ſhe voluntarily 
zeſigned the Crown to one of her Kinſmen. But, 
Perhaps, thou kneweſt not the true Motives which 
induced her to this Royal Caprice: For it deſerve 
no 8 Name, as thou wilt underſtand by the Se. 
I )J) Th 
Fer Father, who, for his ſucceſsful Wars and per. 
petual. Victories, was called the Great. Gu/tave, dy- 
ing, left her in the entire Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom, 
and new Conqueſts in Germany. But, dufing the Time 
gef her Reign, Piementelli, the Spaniſh Ambaſſador at 
Stockholmg: by daily converfing with this great Queen, 
uſed ſuch plauſible Inſinuations, as prevailed on her 
to have a more favourable Opinion of the Pope, 
and his Religion, than ſhe had before entertained: 
For all the Swedes: are educated in an Averſion for 
thoſe of the Roman Faith. I need not explain to 
thee: theſe Diſtinctions of Belief, among the Naxa- 
renes; thou art yerſed in their Hiſtory, as well as in 
our own. Suffice it to ſay, That this Ambaſſador 
poſſeſſed Chriſtina with ſo fair an Idea of the Cath 
lick Religion, that ſhe abandoned her Crown, and has 
ever fince been a Queen Errant, a Royal Rambler 
through Europe, being reſolved to make Experiment 
of the Generoſity of the Catholick Princes, whoſe Vir- 
tue Piementeili had ſo highly extolled. | 
It would be a Work of ſeven Moons for the moſt 
induftrious Scribe to relate all the particular Magni. 
ficences with which ſhe has been entertained in her 
Travels through Germany, Flanders, Alſace, Inſpruct, 
Ttaly, and Rome, where ſhe now reſides. Every Prince 
of the. Roman Church, through whoſe Territories ſhe 
paſſed, was ambitious to appear prodigal of his 
Favours and. Civilities to their illuſtrious Stranger: 
Perhaps to evade the Laſhes. of her Wit, which, 
they ſay, is very Satirical. Or it may be for other 
Reaſons more forcible and poignant, Be it 7 


2 
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it will, the Roman Wits have not ſpared her, as thou 

wilt perceive by the following Verſes, which, on the 
Firſt Day of the Moon of January, were found in the 
Hand of Paſpuin, and on the Portal of the Palace 
Farneſe, where ſhe refides:} * | 

 Pazza, Gobba, & Zoppa viene dal Norte, © © 

Del Monarcha Invitto 1 indepna Figlia, . 

Mentre Pologna Gente & ft Scompiglia, 

A wane Pompe Rome apre le Porte; 

Contra queſti Applauſi Þ ungrida forte, 

Et in baſſe Note I altro bis Biglia. 

Corre la Sciocca Gents, alza le ciglia, 

Ride Paſquin del Papa, & della Corte. 

Su ſu venite v Ruffiani Snell, 

Et portate a Chriſtina *firawagante, 

Di venere il Scettro ne i Pazzarelli : 

Vuol parer dotta, et roxxa Pedante. 

E in Braccioa mangiator di Ravanelli, 

Vuol parer caſta, & e Putana Errante. 


I ſend thee theſe Verſes in the Original, knowing 
thou art a Critick in the Lalian Language; befides, 
they will not be found ſo well in Arabick. Thou 
that haſt been in Rome, .knoweſt what Pa/quin is, and 
art no Stranger to the Humours ef that City. 

Let not Lampoons of moroſe Taliaus abate thy 
Charity for this renowned Princefs : But let her Ex- 
travagancies be an Argument of the Greatneſs of 
her Soul; and remember the old Roman Proveth) 
which ſays, There's no ſurpaſſing Genius. without ſokie 
Mixture of Madneſs, + een 


Paris, 30th of the 1. Mn. 
of the Year 1666. = Ta 300089 
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| AVING the Space of an Hour before the Poſt 
goes, I could not forbear to inform thee of a 
new Star which lately appeared in theſe Parts, moving 
in a direct Line from Eaſt to North. The Aſtronomer 
have made accurate Obſervations on it, and yet are 
at a Loſs what to conclude. Some ſay, it is below the 
| Moon, others place it in the Sphere of the fixed Stars, 
One will have it a Meteor; a Second affirms it to be 
a Planet; whilſt the Feaus report every where, that 
it is the Star of Jacob, and a Sign that their Maſſias it 
at Hand. 3 
Nathan Ben Saddi, one of that Nation at Vienna, 
ſends me ſtrange Stories, concerning the Prodigies 
which ſhall go before, and accompany the Appearance 
of the Deliverer of /-ae/ (as he calls him.) 
Fe ſays, There ſhall ſpeedily come a Sort of People 
from the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth, of a black and 
horrible Aſpect, ſo that whoever ſhall but caſt an Eye 
on any of them, ſhall immediately die, as by the 
Glance of a Baſiliſæ, For every one of them ſhall 
have two Heads and ſeven Eyes, glowing and ſend- 
ing forth Sparks of Fire as poiſonous as the Flaſhes 
of the Wind EI Samiel in Arabia. They ſhall all 
be ſwift as Stags. And, about the ſame Time, an 
extraordinary Heat ſhall flow from the Sun, which, 
being diſperſed through the Elements, ſhall corrupt 
the Air, Earth, and Waters, and infe& all this 
lower World with ſuch peſtilential Qualities, that 
a Million of Gentiles (for ſo the Jeaus call all that 
are not of their own Nation) ſhall die every Day. 
And Men ſhall be in ſo great Conſternation, that 
they ſhall run up and down the Streets crying, V, 
Wo to us and our Children! They ſhall dig their 


own Graves, and go down into them of — 
. | 05 
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TW own Accord, expecting Death. But that all this 
Time the Jeaus ſhall be in Safety and Health. | 
This Hebrew —— that . — the . ſhall- 
be totally extinguiſhed for the Space of thirty Days; 
during which horrible Darkneſs: the Chriſtians and 
Ma bometans ſhall.acknowledge their Errors, and ma- 
ny of them: ſhall embrace the Law of Moſes; for 


lt BE which GOD, being moved to Mercy, will. reftore- 
that Planet again to its former Brightneſs. 

'S But what he ſays-next is an unhappy Preſage te: 

4 the Romans, whoſe Empire, according to this Tradi- 

» tion, ſhall be extended over all the Regions of the 


Earth, for the Space of nine Moons. After which 
Term, GO D-ſhall ſend the firſt Me ias, the Son of 
Joſeph, who ſhall gather the diſperſed Tribes of Iſrael, 
and conduct them to Feruſalem ; from whence he ſhall. 
iſſue forth, with a victorious Army, and lay: waſte 
the Roman Empire, ſack Rome itſelf, and carry away: 
the immenſe Riches of the Chri/tians 10 Ferufalem ;. - 
and: the very Fear of him ſhall reduce all Nations 
to his Obedience. He ſhail fight with Armillai Ha- 
ra/cha, the Antiehriſt of the Chri/tians, . and ſhall: 
deſtroy Two Hundred Thoufand of Armillai's Fol- 
lowers; but, in the End, ſhall be ſlain himſelf, and 
the good Angels ſhall tranſport his Body to the Apart 
ment of the Fathere. TE 
The Fews: hold; That this Armillai ſhall ſpring: 
out of an Image of the Virgin Mary in Rome, made 
of Marble, with which the moſt Wicked and Profli- 
gate among Men ſhall be enamoured, and commit 
the moſt execrable Uncleanneſs that can be named. 
the Reſult of theſe adulterous Congreſſes ſhall be, 
That the Statue, by a ſupernatural Power, ſhall prove 
Impregnate; and, cleaving aſunder, ſhall be delivered 
of this young Autichriſt, who is to vex and perſe- | 
cute the Jews, and afflift them with greater Cala- . b 
mities, than either they, or their Fathers felt, ſince the | 
Beginning of the World. They ſhall be forced to flee | 
E 4 5 + na 
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into the Deſarts, and hide themſelves in the Dem 
and Caves of the Earth, living only on the Graf 
and Herbage, with the. Leaves of Trees, till the grex 
_ Michael the Archangel ſhall thrice; wind his Hom, 
Then: ſhall: the Second Metal, the Son of David, 
with; Elias the Prophet appear, who ſhall reſcue them 
out aſ all their Tionkles, and. lead, them, triymphan 
to Paradiſe. - 

This is the Sum of what Nathan, and all the own 
believe concerning the Laſt Times, which, they ſay, 
are now approaching: As is evident by the Riſing 0 
this New Star, accompanyed with terrible Thunden 
and Lightnings. And the chief Patriarch, or Prince 
of the Jews, is come from Jeruſalem to Vienna, 

do prepare thoſe of his Nation in the Weſtern Part 
for the Grand Revolutions, which they believe are 
ready to fall out in the World. All the Jeaus in that 

City went out a League to meet him with great Pomp 
and Solemnit 7. 

In the mean orkile; I ben that = Son of the late 
Vixir Azem. makes a Confuſion among you at Con- 
fantinople, and the Parts adjacent, being at the Head 
of Fifty Thouſand Men, on Pretence to revenge the 
Death of his Father, but really to recover his ra · 
viſhed Miſtreſs, the fair Soltona Zamiouvre, who was 
forced from his Seraglio by the Grand Seignior's Tom- 
mand. Women and Wine, according to the Proverb 
of the Franks, make all the Diſturbance in the World. 
And without calling to Remembrance the Trajan 
Wars, the unhappy Effects of Helena's Perfidy, we 
Tay” conclude, that Women are the Occaſions of ma- 

By Quarels among us. 


7 here is a Peace lately concluded between the 


ee and the New Engliſs Commonwealth: By 
which Means, the Exiled King of the Scots was 
forced to depart from this Realm, which has been 
his Sanctuary for many Vears. He went away at 


the * of the nn and has wandered up 
an 
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and down Germany ever ſince; ſometimes keeping a 
Court like a King, at other Times living incognito, 


5 and very privately, with only two or three Attend- 
85 ants. That poor Prince is very unfortunate; yet, 
1 they ſay, he bears his Calamity with ſingular Mode- 


ration, and a certain Royal Stiffneſs of Mind, which 
will rather break than bend. 31 
This Pope is a great Peace- maker, and has fenk 
| Nuncioes with Letters to all the Princes in Chriſtendom 
within the Pale of the Roman Church, earneſtly per- 
ſuading them to Unity and Friendſhip, that fo their 
Arms may be turned againſt the Mauſſulmans. His 
Predeceſſor was of another Sentiment, and would 
not intermeddle with the 2 of any. One Day. 


with ſome Cardinals, they eſpied two Men fighting 
in the Street; whereupon they deſired the Holy Father 


But he refuſed, ſaying, Let them fight it out, and then. 
they'll be good Friends of Courſe.. And turning to the 
Spanih Ambaſſador, he ſaid, So. abi it fare with 


gladly embrace the Propoſals of Peace. HY | 
| Here is great Rejoicing for the Reconciliation 
newly made between the King and his Uncle, the 
Duke of Orleans, who haveing been eſtranged a long 
Time, the latter having eſpouſed the Prince of Conde 3 


to the Court. | oo x 
Theſe Infidels are as inconſtant as the Winds, which. 
vary to all the Points of the Compaſs, e 
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as he was looking out of a Window of his Palace, 


to interpoſe his Authority, and command Peace; 


your Maſter and the King of France; when they have: © 
ſufficiently wwearied one another with Wars, they, will. 


Cauſe. But now he has abandoned it, and is come - 


\ 
S 22 
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To Solyman, his Couſin, at Scutari. = 


1 See thou art given over to a Spirit of Diſcontent. 
Nothing can pleaſe thee. Thou murmureſt at 
Providence, and caſteſt Obloquies on the Ways of 
| GOD: As if the Order of all Things, and the Eſta- 
dliſhed Economy of the Univerſe, muſt be changed, 
to gratify thy Humour. 5 8 . 
ormerly thou wert troubled with dull, melancholy 
Thoughts about Religion: Now thou art angry with 
thy Trade, and pinefſt that thou wert not educated 
in the Academy. A Mechanick Life, thou ſayeſt, is 
tedious and irkſome; beſides, that it is beneath one 
of thy Blood to be always employed in making of 
Furbants. Thou wiſheſt rather to have been a Cour- 
tier, Soldier, or any thing, fave what thou art. 
Couſin, Let not Pride and Ambition corrupt thy 
Marners. Doſt thou not conſider, that all True Be. 
lievers are obliged to exerciſe ſome Manual Occupa- 
tion, and that the Sultan himſelf is not exempted 
from this Duty ? Did not the Prophet himſelf prac- 
tiſe it, and enjoin it to all. his Followers ? Haſt thou 
not heard his Words, when he ſaid, No Man can eat 
any Thing ſaueeter in this World, than what is acquired 
hy his own Labour, Doubtleſs, al the Prophets, and 
Holy Men, have gained their Bread by their lawful 
N Adam was a Gardener, Abel a Shep- 
herd, Seth a Weaver, Enoch a Taylor, Noah a. Ship- 
wright, Moſes, Saguib, and Mahomet were Shepherds; 
Jeſus the Son of Mary a Carpenter, 4buBecre, Omar, 
Othman, Gali, and Gabdorachaman, were Merchants. 
Doſt thou eſteem thyſelf of better Blood than 
Adam, from whom thou receivedſt thine? For 
Shame prefer not thyſelf to Noah, the — of 
: an- 
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Mankind, to Jeſus the Meffas, to Mahmut our Holy: 
Law-giver, and to the reſt of thoſe excellent Perſons, 
who thought it no Contempt to work at their ſeveral 
Trades, and eat the Bread of. their own. Labour s. 


Beſides, Doſt thou conſider the dangerous In- 


trigues of a Prince's Court? Art thou ſufficiently: 
armed with Wit and Dexterity, to ſecure thy Sta- 
tion againſt the wily Trains ef deſigning Men ? 
E do not reproach. thy Abilities: Yet I think thou 


wilt do better in the Polt allotted: thee by Deſtiny ; 


that is, in thy proper Calling, than in the perilous 
Condition of thoſe, who hana or fall at . Plea-- 
ſure of. others. Whereas thou art now thy own: 
Man, and needeſt fear. no Tempeſts of. State, or: 
Frowns of thy Prince, ſo long as thou purſueſt 
none but thy private Aﬀairs. Many Sovereign Mo- 
narchs have envied. ſuch as thee,. when they have- 
ſeen, how ebearfully and quietly. they paſs away 
their Time under the Umbrella of an obſcure and: 
private Life: Whereas, at. the Court, there is No- 
thing but Intriguing, Plotting, and Treachery; one 
undermining another, to make Way for their own 
Advance. The Court is a perfect Theatre of Rraud, 
Diſſimulation, Envy, Malice, and a Thouſand Vices, 
which there act their various Parts, under the Habit 


and Diſguiſe of ſeeming Virtues. There a.Man muſt. 
So Great, and ſpeak againſt his own Senſe: 


flatter 
and the Truth, to-procure the Favour of ſome digni- 
fied Fool: Than which nothing is more ignoble and. 
baſe. 


This puts me in mind of a pleaſant Repartee, which. 


Diogenes the Philoſopher gave to a ON The 
Spark paſling by Diogenes, as he ſat in a Tub eating 
of Turneps, put this Scoff upon him; Diogenes, ſaid 
he, F thou. wouldefl, but learn the. Art of Flatterys. 
thou needeft not fit here in a Tub, ſcranching of. Roots. 
To whom the Philoſopher replyed, And thou vain- 


glorious Man, If thou-wouldft but learn to- live contented 


aviih 
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woith my homely Fare, neede/t not condeſcend to thy 
Fawning of a Spaniel. | | . 
But Couſin, Let not this Paſſage cauſe thee to emu- 
late the Philoſopher's Manner of Life, for he had 
his Vices as well as other Men. If he was no Flat. 
terer, yet he was proud and opiniative: He laid 
Frains for the Applauſe of Men in all his Actions, 
and ſo taught others to become Flatterers, though he 
was none himſelf. All his pretended Humility, Mor. 
tification, and Rigour, were but fo many Decoys 
for Fame. Of this Plato was ſenſible, who was a 
far, more excellent Philoſopher than he. As this Sage 
was one Day walking with ſome of his Friends in 
the Fields, they ſhewed him Diogenes ſtanding up to 
the Chin in Water, whoſe Superficies' was frozen 
over, ſaving one Hole that Diogenes had made for 
himſelf: Pub, ſays Plato, Don't regard him, and hell 
ſoon be out: For had be not ſeen us coming this Way, 
he would not have put himſelf to this Pain, Ano- 
ther Time, this Philoſopher came to Plato's Houſe, 
and as he walked on the rich Carpets, with which the 
Floor of the Hall was covered; See ſaid Diogenes, 
how | trample on Plato's Pride. Tes, ſaid Plato, but 
evith greater Pride. Be, | 
Certainly, the greateſt Philoſophers, Doctors, and 
even Saints themſelves, have their Errors and Fail- 
ings, Do not therefore affect to change thy Calling, 
for the Life of a Student, or a contemplative Man: 
For the ſame Diſcontent will ſtill haunt thee in that 
State, which makes thee ſo uneaſy now. Thou art a 
perfect Stranger to the intolerable Anguiſh of Mind 
which afflicts thinking Men, and ſuch as apply them- 
ſelves to the Study of the Sciences. They labour un- 
der a perpetual Thirſt of Knowledge and the more 
they learn, the greater and more ardens is their Defire 
of farther Diſcoveries. So that the moſt accompliſhed 
Sages are no more ſatisfyed with their own _ 
ſitions, than he who has never meddled with * 8. 
| Then 


Id 


. 
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Then as to their Bodies, they are always vexed with 
one Malady or other, proceeding from the violent Agi- 


tation of their Spirits, the Intenſeneſs of their Thoughts 
perpetual poring upon Books, and their ſedentary Life. 


In all that I have ſaid, I do not diſſuade thee from 


ſeeking after Knowledge, I rather counſel thee to 
| read Books, and I gave thee the ſame Advice in a for- 


mer Letter: But do it with Moderation. Let not thy 
Studies intrench on the Afﬀairs of thy Calling. Read 
Hiſtories, or other Tracts, according to thy Fancy, 
when thou haſt nothing elſe to do. But do not fol- 
low it ſo cloſe, as if thou aſpiredſt to the Character 
of a compleat Hiſtorian, or Philoſopher, Still remem- 
ber that thou art a Turbant-Maker, and that by the 
Decrees of Fate thou art born for this Buſineſs, Fol- 
low it with Alacrity and Mirth. When thou art at 
thy Work, it will be pleaſant . meditating on what 
thou haſt read at thy ſpare Hours. Thou wilt find 
thyſelf much more happy, in thus .mixing Studies: 
with the neceſſary Offices of thy Trade, than in aban- 
doning thyſelf wholly to a contemplative Life. And, 
in the Midſt of thy | Diſguſts, thou mayeſt comfort 


thyſelf with this Reflection, That thou art of none 


of the moſt deſpicable Calliogs, which ſerve the Ne: 
ceſſities of Man's Body. Had thy Employment been 
only to make Papouches or Sandals, which cover the 
Feet, it might have been an Argument of Diſcontent 
to thee, in regard the Foot 1s the moſt contemptible 
Member in the Body. But now thou paſſeſt thy Time 
in making Ornaments for the Head, which is the no- 
bleſt Part, and Commander of all the Reſt, thou haſt 
no Reaſon to repine. 
Ik, after all, thou reſolveſt to change thy Courſe of 


Life, I adviſe thee to turn Soldier, for then thou muſt 
be contented and patient per F orce. | 


Paris, 13th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 
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LETTER XVII. 
To Melec Amet. 1 


HE Nazarems: boaſt much · of: the new Con- 

& verts they have made from. the Maſſulman Law 
to the Faith of 7#/us the Son. of Mary On the 23d 
of the laſt Moon, a Moor of Tripoli was baptized in a: 
Church of this City; and the next Day he was anoint. 
ed with the Chriſm or Holy Oil (as they call it) which, 
they ſay,. has a Virtue to confirm and ſtrengthen, 
him in his new Religion. On the 25th, he was 
cloathed all in white Linen, and walked in Proceſſion 
through the Streets, with Muſick playing: befbre them, 
whilſt the Ground was ftrewed* with Flowers. 
When he arrived at the great Moſque of this City, 
a Prieſt gave him that which they eſteem the Body of 
the Mas, but in Reality is only a; Wafer,, with 
the Figure of a Man crucifyed on it. Theſe Wafen 
are made, and ſold to the Prieſts by the common 
Bakers of the Town, and yet they make the poor, 
__ People believe, with-four Words they can 

iange them into an immortal God. 

The Renegado Mer appears very zealous and de- 
vout, frequenting the Temples, and: viſiting all Holy 
Places. He walks along the Streets with Beads in 
his Hand, which the People interpret: as an Argu- 
ment of his Piety to the Virgin Mary, the Mother 
of Feſas. For when they pray: to her, it is the Cuſ- 
tom to number their Oraiſons on Beads. But all this 
while, they conſider not that he may be an Hypocrite, 
as to their Religion, and, inſtead of addrefling his: 
Prayers to her, may direct them to GOD alone; as 
all the True Faithful do, who+uſe Beads in rehearſing. 
the Divine Ejaculations, as well as the Chriftians, . in 
repeating their Ave Maria, which they ſay, was the 
Salutation that Gabriel gave the Virgin, when he en+ 

tered her Oratory. — 0 1 
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Be it how it will, he gets Abundance of Money by 
his Devotion: For the Franks are really very charita- 
ble, and give plentiful Alms to the Poor: but eſpeci- 
ally to one under his Circumſtances they are extreme- 
ly liberal, that ſo. they may imprint. in him a more 


. fervent Affection, and profound Reverence for their 
Religion. | | (7 
d * PID 

8 But he is not the only Convert they brag of. Ma- 


Cbriſtians. Thus, he that was taken at Sea by the 
Ships of Malta Twelve Years ago, when it was re. 
ported through. Chriſtendom, that he was the Grand: 
Seignior's Son, is of late turned Cbriſtian and Friar, 
having folemnly, and in Publick, abjured the Maſpul. 
man Law, curſed our holy Prophet, and all thoſe of 
his Race, with the Believers of the Alcoran. He is 
like to come to great Preferments in the Roman 
Church: They call him The Ottoman Father; and 
boaſt, that the True Heir ef the Turk; Empire, is a 

Chriſtian, and in their Cuſtody. ä 

Yet after all the Proſelyte of greateſt Fame is Don 
Philippo, the Son of the Bey of Tunis, of whom I 
made mention in one ef my former Letters. This 
Prince is now at Valentia, under the King of Spain's 
Juriſdiction, Who allows him a conſiderable Penſion, 
and has given him Leave to marry a Princeſs of that 


Fartune: He has one Sen by her. It is faid the 


Ships; and, having furniſhed this Prince with. all: 
Things neceſſary for a: Warlike Expedition, will: fend: 
him thus equipped to claim the Government of Tunis; 
or, in Caſe of Denial, to make a Deſcent in that King 
dom, and fight for it. But I believe this will only 
po a Saniſb Rhodomantade, that Monarch having 


by the French and Engliſh, to divert him from any 
fuch wild Enterprize on Africk. However it be, 


ny Captives they either wheedle, or force to turn 


Country, very beautiful and ingenious, but of a poor 


King of Spain deſigns. to ſet forth a mighty Fleet of 


Vork enough cut out for him in Europe and America, 


this 


r 


be having many 
—_ thoſe Parts» - 
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this Don Philippo is much talked of in Chriftendn, inte 
and the Spaniards flatter themſelves with the Hope 
of conquering a | a Part of Barbary by his Mean; n 

riends, and a conſiderable Intereſt i lay 


Thou mayeſt acquaint the Divan, that O/man the 
Dwarf is ſtill living, and ſerves the Porte with: Ti 
| fecret and untainted Zeal. Two Days ago he diſco. 
vered a cunning Practice of Cardinal Mazarint, whoſe 
Motions and. Intrigues he watches very narrowly, th 
He aſſures me, That this Miniſter has diſpatched d.. 
away two Agents to the King of Sweden and Electot 
of Brandenburgh, with a Letter to each of theſe Prin 
ces from the King of France, alfo with blank Pa. 
pers, and the King's Seal, giving them Inſtructions to 
| fill up thoſe Blanks, and ſeal. them with the King 
Signet, according as they found the Treaty go for- 
ward between thoſe Princes. The main Defign of 
this Trick being to hinder them from entering in. 
to a League againſt the King of Poland, by all the 
_ Artifice theſe Agents could uſe, in exactly timing 
and. ſuiting their counterfeit Letters, to the Diff. 
culties and Miſunderſtandings that always happen 
in ſach Treaties, that fo they may exaſperate each 
Party againſt the other, as Occafion offered, with- 
out being obliged to ſend to France for freſh Letten, 
2 would breed too much Delay, and ſpoil ther 
Deſign. , 

By this thou mayeſt perceive, that Cardinal Ma. 
zarini comes not ſhort of his Predeceſſor Richlien, 
in managing the Affairs of Foreign Courts. He 
is the very Soul of all the grand Buſineſs in Chriſtn- 
dom. s 5 
A general Heart-burning has poſſeſſed the French, 
eſpecially the Inhabitants of Paris, ever ſince the 
Concluſion of the laſt Year, when the King iſſued 
out certain Orders, commanding that all the Gold 
and Silver Money in the Kingdom ſhould be brought 


into 
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into his Mint to be new-coined. The Merchants firſt 
[complained of this Edict; and then it was murmured 
at by all the Trading People. At length the Par- 
liament, of Paris tqok it into their . Conſideration, 
and oppoſed the K ing's Pleaſure: upon which he 
Baniſhed Eight of their Members, and has ſeveral 
Times prohibited them to aſſemble; yet they per- 
ſiſted to meet, till he Baniſned more of them: 
Which, inſtead of awing them into the expected 
Compliances, has but incenſed them more: And 
the diſcontented Clergy blow up the Coals, as do 
likewiſe the Friends of the Prince of Conde. The 
Parliament are very bold and peremptory in their 
Proceedings, having expreſsly forbid the Citizens of 
Paris to obey the King's Order, and decreed that 
Nothing ſhould be done in their Aſſembly, till the 
baniſhed Senators be recalled. 7 

Things being at this Paſs, we expect Nothing but 
Inſurrections, Maſlacres, and other Effects of po- 
pular Fury. The Rich are laying up vaſt Quantities 
of Corn and other Proviſions, as if they expected a 

Siege. And the Poor fare the better for it, whilſt 
| great Largeſſes are given among them by the Gran - 
dees of the Parliament, to engage them in the Facti- 
on. Beſides, Thou knoweſt, the Multitude al- 


for Plunder, and to enrich themſelves by the Ruin 
of others. 1 | | > 
I know not what Conduct is fitteft for me to uſe 
in this Caſe. Whether it will be beſt for me to 
& abide in this City, or follow the Court, which is 
now at La Fere in Picardy: Or whether I ſhould 
retire to ſome other Place, leſs liable to civil Diſ- 
turbances. I wiſh the Miniſters of the Porte would 
ſend me full Inſtructions, what J ought to do in theſe 
Emergencies, b . 
From Rome we hear, That the Pope and Cardinals 
are in great Conſternation on ſome Intelligence os ey 
= ö | ve 


ways delight in Novelty and State-Tempeſts, hoping 


16. Ferrers Fri. 5 KN 

have received, that the Fngliſb intend: to make 
Deſcent on the Territories of the Church. Thy 
Nation is now become the great Bug-bearof: all Euro, 
Ance they have moulded themſelves into a Commoi. 
Every Kingdom and Empire has a Time to riſe, ani 
another to fall. But who can determine the Periol 
wherein the Ortomun Glory will decline, which » 
not yet advanced to its Zenith? 9 


Paris, z 7th of the 5th Moon, 
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LETTER XVII. 


To: Sedree AI” Giraw'n, Chief Treaſurer il 
the Grand Seignior; 
13 have at length raiſed thee to aglo 
; + Tious Truſt,. the Charge of immenfe Wealth, 
Thou haſt in thy. Cuſtody the Riches which cannot 
be matched in the Univerſe, GOD inſpire thee with 
Graces ſuitable to a Dignity ſo full of Temptation 
I hope thou wilt not be affronted at my Prayer, a 
was thy Predeceſſor Kienun Baſſa at ſome Counſel 
of like Nature, which I gave him in a Letter. Some 
Men are ſtrangely cholerick, and look: on thoſe at 
Enemies, who give them-good Advice. Lonly: wan 
ed him of the ordinary Cheats that are practiſed at 
. eertain Times in the Treaſury, which thou knoweſt io 
be true, as well as I. And'Itell thee farther, he him: 
felf was ſuſpected by many in the Seraglio not to hare 
been altogether exempt from Guilt; 
Whether he were or not, I performed but my 
Duty. in giving him neceſſary Cautions. For ſuch 
is the Wall. of my Superiors, that I ſhould * Le 
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raid to unravel the Secrets Jof thoſe that Are Falſe to 
the Grand Seignior. I did not charge him - with ſuch 
a Crime, and therefore he had no Reaſon to be an- 
gry: But ſome Men will pick a Quarrel with their 
own Shadows. In a Word, this AT 
ſelf. - a 
In ſaying Jo, 1 do net refiefi on his Original, or 
that he was found. ſieeping on a Dunghill in'Re/fa, & 
poor ragged Infant, when the Tartars took him Cap- 
tive, among many Thouſands of others, in the Plun- 
der of {/inarow, and fold them to the Capa Agaſi, for 
thirteen Piaſters, by Reaſon of his Beauty. I do not 
call to mind the Circumſtances of his Youth.: ſince it 
is common for the meaneſt Slaves to arrive at an ex- 

traordinary Grandeur by their Merits, or at leaſt 
through the Favour of the Sultan. | 

But hat T aim at is, That in his: being diſgnſted-ar 

the Remonſtrances I have made of ſome private and 
ſiniſter Practices in the Treaſury, he forgot that he 
himſelf is ſtill a Slave to the Grand are as 
I, and therefore not above Inſtruction. at; 
Well, it ſeems he is now made Captain Baſſa, and 
thou ſucceedeſt him in the Office of Treaſurer. To 
him I wiſh all ĩmaginable Succeſs. and Victories at 
Sea, for the Sake of our Great Maſter and the M. 
ſulman Empire; to thee for thy own Sake, and fo 
my Brother's, whom I know thou wilt ever reſpect as 
a Friend, I wiſh Increaſe of Riches and Honours, 
even as thy Merits and Services augment in the Eſteem 
of the Sultan, and of all the Wor d. 

And I tell thee, I have far livelier Hiper ſee this 
latter Wiſh take Effect than the former: For what 
Reaſon have we to expect better Luck from the Cou- 
rage or Conduct of this Ources Kienan, than from the 
brave Zorneſan Mu//apha, who commanded the Fleet 
laſt Year? 

This unhappy Thought has put me into as me- 

lancholy a Humour, as /Zneas was in, when the Queen | 
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of Carthagey requited an Account of the 7705 22 
Warss: For I have heard that Cara Muſtapha Bu 
ſucceeded: Zorne/an in the Command of the Fleet, and 
1 the Revolution of a Moon was made Manſoul 
| for the ſake of Kienan Baſſa, or rather for the 
Sale of the licentious Soldiers, who, it ſeems, com. 
mand all Things. J have been informed alſo of all 
the other Tragedies acted: at the Seraglio, ſincè the 
ſecond Moon of this Vear. Neither are the Cauſez 
and, Origin of ſo much Slaughter and Bloodſhed hit 
from me. It is too apparent, that there is an univer. 
ſal Diſorder and e in the TT ron of the 
Fanizaries. 

I formerly wrote to the Kiaya Bey on this oxen 
But, i it ſeems, Avarice, the Root all Evil, had ren- 
dered him inſenſible and obdurate. 2} 1.996 

Is it not a Shame, that the Pay of colo who: ſein 
the Grand Seignior in the Wars ' ſhould be detained 
not three or four Moons, but five or fix Years, by 
their corrupt Officers? They fit at Home enjoying 
their Eaſe, Revelling in Taverns, and:committinp a 
Thouſand Riots; whilſt the others. undergo niinithr. 
leſs Fatigues abroad, and are reduced to the extremeſ 
Neceſſities, not having ſo much as the Veſts al. 
lowed them by the Sultan to cover their Nakedneſ! 
And if they complain of their Sufferings, inſtead of 
Redreſs, they meet with nothing but Taunts and Re. 

oaches, as if they were not worthy to eat the Sul- 
tan's Bread and Salt, though they freely hazard their 
Lives for him. It is no Wonder, the Zaxizarir 

are ſo unbridled in their Rage, aſter: fo. e 
Provocations. 

Yet I cannot but lament the Fate of thoſe un- 
fortunate Men, who were ſacrificed to the Fury of 
that inſolent Militia: Eſpecially, I condole the Loſs 
of the brave So/yman Kyzlir Aga. The Fanizaritt 
had an old n _—_ — erer ſince his hot 

Diſpute 
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Diſpute with the Boſtangi Baſſa, and now they were 
reſolved to execute their Revenge. e 

As for the Kiaya Bey it ſeems to be a Stroke of 
Divine Juſtice, that he, who had been the Cauſe of 
all this Mutiny, ſhould, in Remorſe ſtrangle himſelf, 
and ſo go to Hell as an Expiation for the many Lives 
he had caſt Way. U ml · T eee 

And there is little leſs to be ſaid in reſpect of the 
Mufti, who was Chief of thoſe that betrayed their 
Maſter, Sultan /brahim. To tell thee my Senti- 
ments, I am heartily ſorry for all the Reſt; But to 
thoſe who were concerned in that Treaſon, there ſeeme 
no Pity due. And the Mufti may thank G O D and 
his good Stars, that his Life went not with the Others. 
They report here, he is fled into Et. 
But what was that Celep Man, who headed this 
Rabble of Mutineers? JI had heard Nothing of 
him, before the Intelligence I received of his ſud- 
den Riſe, and equally precipitate Fall, during this 
Tumult. He was, I ſuppoſe, ſome paſſionate Fool, 
of an ill contrived Midriff, which uſed to make a 
Quarrel between his Heart and his Spleen: And 
from this inteſtine Broil he habitually learned the 
Way to ſet People together by the Ears. A po- 
pular Man, an Incendiary, and one that knew 
how to wheedle the Vulgar to his own Ruin. 
Who can give an Account of theſe 'Things? Or 
who can unravel the Web of Deftiny * Though 
there is Nothing ſtrange in this particular Caſe, yet 
in the general it is prodigious, that ſuch little In- 
ſtruments ſhould be able to give ſo terrible a Shock 
to 15 Frame of an ancient and mighty Govern- 
ment 

He was a Man of no Fame or Character, and yet 
for the Space of two Moons he may be ſaid to com- 
mand the greateſt Sovereign in the World, Sole Pro- 
prietor of Fame and Honour. And had he puſhed 
on hig. Intereſt, it is not improbable, but that he 
| | might 


bang _—— m_— > * K 4 0 


the Porte, who all adored this new-riſtng Comet, a 
 +barous Rabble. ' But it ſeems he was infatuatel 


<> 


to ruin him: And that his very Followers woul 


were aſſembled) in the Shape of an ancient Man, de. 


Counſels proſpered. 


dition, heaped together prodigious Sums of My. 
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might have exalted himſelf above his Maſter, ul 
ſecured his Poſt againſt all After-claps. For, a. 
cording to my Intelligence, he had, during the 9. 


ney, the Preſents of Baſſas, and other Miniſters q 
Jought his Protection and Favour againſt the ba: 


with too much Glory, and conſidered not that en. 
ry Body watched all Opportunities and Occafion 


be the firſt to betray him, as ſoon as the Hurry u 
their Inſurrection was over. This generally happen 
te all Ringleaders of Parties. When once the $i 
rits of a Faction are ſpent, the Lees, (which conſiſt i 
Regret and Confuſion) are diſcharged on thoſe wh 
— fermented them, mixed with the Revenge of the 
tate. * 

There are Abundance of Great and Brave Ma 
gone: But the old Negidher was of their Counci, 

d he brought them to Ruin, as he did the Corcis d 
Mecca, when they conſpired againſt the Life of the 
Prophet. 'This Devil entered the Temple (where the 


2 


crepid, and leaning on a Crutch . And when he ws 
commanded to withdraw, he told them, He ave 1 
Senior, who had feen all Ages, and remarked the 0: 
currences of Time; that he auas expert in unfolding &. 
crets, and rendering difficult Things eaſy. In a Word 
He uſed ſo many plauſible Infinuations, that the 
admitted him into their Aſſembly. But none of ther 


That malicious Dzmon is often preſent in the Cz 
bals of ſeditious Men; and though they ſee him not 
yet he ſecretly undermines their Plots, and bring 
them to Shame and Puniſhment. For he is the Spi. 
rit of Envy; and though he be himſelf a Rebel, and 
the Ringleader of a Faction in the Kingdom mo 
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Air; yet ſuch is his ſpiteful Nature, that he ſeldom 
ſuffers any Rebellion to thrive on Earth: Not for any 
| Love that he bears to . but becauſe he 


e 


Paris, Ar, the 7th . — [207 | 
Ef the Year 1656,” 5 
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Jo the ſame: - 


HE Troubles of the Sublime Porte colchia 
me ſo nearly, and embarked my Soul in ſuch 
2 Tempeſt of ſollicitous Thoughts and Anxieties for 
the Honour and Safety of the Oſman Empire, that T 
had no Leiſure to think of my own rticular Ha- 
zards whilſt I was writing the other Letter. Yet I 
have been engulphed in Abundance of vexatious 
Circumſtances and perilous Accidents. | 

mM generally happens, that when one Misfonuze 
befals a Man, it brings a Train along with it. 80 that 
at ſome Seaſons we ſeem to be beſieged with Evil: 

at leaſt ſo cloſely blocked up by an Army of 55 


mities, that there is no Paſſage left open "either 
Relief or Intelligence. 

So has it fared with me of late, and with thou- 
ſands of others, I doubt not, in this populous 

ty. The Rebellion of the Prince of Cond? "ihe 
Occaſion of all this. For the King, Lor. ſome 
Reaſons to apprehend a ſecret Cor the 
Prince's Friends and Well-wiſhers in Paris and other 
Vote .. G YR 


Wood of Vinciennes. It is faid, the King has a Lil 


that Prince, and that their Example would have been 


"any Likelihood'of- Succeſs or not. 


. bellions, when he had the Command of Aleppo. 
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Places, has cauſed a very ſevere Scrutiny to be made 
of all Strangers and Sojourners. The Soubaſhies or 
Officers go to every Houſe within their Precing, 
taking down the Names of all the Inhabitants in 
Writing, and ſeizing the Perſons of thoſe whom they 
ſuſpect. The Priſons are filled with People of al 
Ranks, and the Nobles are ſent to the Caſtle in the 


of many Thouſands of Condes Party in Paris, who 
deſigned, on a prefixed Day, to take up Arms for 
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followed all over the Kingdom. 

God knows what is in the Hearts of theſe Infidels, 
Jam ſure Mahmut is wholly a Stranger to their Plot 
Though laft Year Ireceived certain Inſtructions fron 
the Vizir Azem, commanding me to act ſecretly i 
the Prince of Condes Behalf, to abet the Faction, 
and uſe all the Endeavours and Art I could, to rail 
2 new Party for him among the Courtiers. But | 
. waved ſo dangerous an Employment, by propoſing BW 21 
to him the vaſt Expences it would require, and tit 
Neceſſity of ſending ſome extraordinary Embaſſy u p. 
this Court to countenance the Buſineſs, To tell the ec 
the Truth, I eſteemed it a Thing impracticable, aut p 
à mere Caprice of that active Baſſa, who had a ns 

tural Kindneſs for Rebels, and delighted to have: 
Hand in difficult Undertakings, whether there wa 
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hut he is dead, and let that atone for all his Re. 


| love not to load the departed Souls with Accufatiom 
What I have to ſay is in my own Vindication, wiv 
: could not approve his politick Chimera : In regai 


i had''it, ſucceeded, no Profit or Advantage woll 


8 but alſo it would have been an eternal 8 and 


from thence ariſe to the Ottoman Empire: And hal 
it been diſcovered, not only I, and all the Secrets a 
my Commiſſion would have lain open to the Infidels 
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Blemiſh to the high, reſplendent Porte, to be found 
uilty of violating, in fo notorious a Manner, the 
aith it had given to the ' moſt ancient and puiſſant 
Monarchy among the Nazarenes. ES | 
' Beſides, I know not but this Miniſter had a pri- 
vate Grudge againſt me, for accuſing him formerly 
to the Divan, when he held Correſpondence with the 
Venetians : And that he ſtudied this Way to be re- 
vengeds by employing me in an Affair which muſt - 
needs be my Ruin. However, I think I had Reaſon 
to be cautious and apprehenſive of the worſt. This 
made me diſpatch to him a Letter full of ſpecious 
Umbrages, 9 to approve his Deſign, but en- 
tangling it with ſuch Difficulties, as would divert 
him from farther Thoughts of it. . 
Yet after all, T have been really brought into 
Danger, on the bare Suſpicion of being concerned on 
the Prince of Condes Side; by which thou mayeſt 
gueſs at the Conſequence had I hearkened to the Vi- 
27's Advies. ro. 1, „ | 
One Morning early the Officers appointed for this 
Purpoſe entered my Chamber: And having demand» 
ed my Name, Buſineſs, and Quality, I anſwered, « My 
Name was Titus Durlach Nieſki ; but that for ſnort- 
* neſs, and to denote my Country, I was commonly 
called Titus the Moldavian; and that by this 
Name I was well known to Cardinal Magzarini, as 
© I had been to his Predeceſſor Richlieu, and other 
* Courtiers of great Quality. I told them likewiſe, 
* that I was a Clerk, who underſtood ſome. foreign 
* Languages, and therefore had been often employed 
Aby thoſe Cardinals, in tranſlating Books out of 
* Greek and Arabick into Latin and French : For 
* which Reaſon, being recommended by Cardinal 
EKichlieu, IT had been introduced into the Acquaint- 
* ance of ſeveral Nobles, whoſe Children I taught 
3 thoſe Languages: And that ſome of them had pro- 
miſed to make me Curate of St. Stephen's Church, 
as ſoon as it was vacant. | 
MH They 
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They ſeemed to be very well ſatisfied with what 
I ſaid; but told me moreover, © They had a Com- 
© miſſion to ſearch my Lodgings for Arms and trea- 
Zoo .. Sent 
It is impoſlible to. expreſs the Horror I was in; 
when I ſaw them go roundly to work, prying into 
every Corner, and ſearching my Trunks, Coffen, 
and even my Bed itſelf. Not that T' had any. Guilt 
upon me of concealing either Arms or Papers relating 
to this Conſpiracy, but my Concern was for my Box 
of Letters to the Minifters of the Porte. As for Arms, 
they found no other but an old Sword, which I told 
them I travelled with out of my own Country, and 
a Brace of Piſtols for the fame Uſe, to defend me 
from Robbers, Aſſaſſins, and other Injuries. | 
| Theſe Fellows ſeemed mightily pleaſed with the 
curious Workmanſhip of my Weapons, ſurveyed 
them all over, and having drawn my Sword out of 
the Scabbard, and made a Paſs or two with it againf 
the Wall, after the French Mode of Fencing, they 
put it up again, telling me, They had no Autho- 
© rity to take theſe Arms from me, ſince they wer 
* neceſſary for my Defence.“ But when they came 
to my Box of Letters, and ſaw them written ina 
ſtrange Character, which none of them could read, 
they began to.look on one another, and change their 
Countenance, as if there were ſome dangerous Matter 
contain'd in theſe Papers, and therefore writ inCypher, 
They went aſide to one End of the Chamber, 
whiſpering together, . and nodding their Heads with 
all the Symptoms of Jealouſy. At length, I, inter- 
. rupting them, ſaid, © You need not, Gentlemen, be 5 
concerned about theſe Papers: They were lef 
with me by a Merchant-Jew of my Acquaintance 
« and they are Letters of Correſpondence, . betweel 
« him and ſome of his Brethren at Rome, Venici, 
„ Amſterdam, and other Places in Europe. It is there w 
« fore they are written in a Character which to yo 
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« appears ſtrange, it being Hebrew, the national 
„Language of the Jews. They contain only Mat- 
| « ters of Traffick, being Letters of Mart and Ex- 
c change: For you know the Fewws are the greateſt 
« Merchants, Brokers, and Bankers in the World.” 
Theſe Words, with ſome Gold which I gave them, 
diſperſed all their Suſpicions, cleared up their cloudy 
Brows, and turned their Frowns into Smiles and com- 
plimental Addreſſes. They told me, I was a very 
« honeſt Man, and they would do me what Service 
« they could.” So bid me adieu. 
By this thou mayeſt ſee the mighty Power of that 
charming Metal, which commands all Things. For 
whatever I could have ſaid without that had been 
| inſignificant. But theſe Idolaters melted into an In- 
difference at the firſt Sight of gliſtering Piſtoles ; and 
when I had once rendered them thus ductile, it was 
eaſy to frame them to the moſt devout Appearance of 
Reſpe& and Friendſhip. * They promiſed and ſwore 
no Hurt ſhould be done meme. 
But T knew the Fickleneſs of human Fidelity bet- 


ter than to repoſe any great Confidence in theſe Mens 


Words. As ſoon as they were gone, Iconveyed my 
Letters to Eliachim, who could eafily conceal them 
in any private Corner of his Houſe, defiring him to 
furniſh me with ſome Letters of indifferent Concerns 
written in Hebreqw, that if theſe Searchers ſhould 
come again, .and demand a ſecond View of my Box, 
— 8 with Deſign to carry it to ſome Miniſter of 

tate, I might have thoſe Hebrew Diſpatches ready 
to ſhew, which, being put. in the 8 Box, would 
not be known from the other by ſuch ignorant Fel- 
lows, to whom Hebrew, Arabich, and Chineſe were 
all alike, and fo I ſhould be acquitted from all future 
Trouble of this Nature 
And this Event anſwered my Expectation: For 
within three Days the ſame Men came again, with 
others in their Company, pretending they had freſh 
e G 3 Warrants 
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Warrants, and were ſworn to be impartial. Where. 


fore I was forced to attend them, whilſt they carried 
; both me and my Box before a Cadi, or Judge, who 
| having examined very ſtrictly concerning my Name, 


Country, Religion, and other Matters, and ſeeming 
well ſatisfied with all my Anſwers, at laſt ſent for a 
Prieſt well verſed in the Hebrew Tongue, ordering 
him to peruſe the Letters; which when he had done, 
he aſſured the Cadi, that there was not a Word in 
any of them relating to the State, being purely Mat. 
ters of private Contracts, and Bargains between Mer. 
cChant-Correſpondents with Bills of Lading, &c. 80 
I had my Box of Sham-Letters reſtored to me again, 
and was honourably diſmiſſed. 1255 
Fet though this Storm was ſoon blown over, [ 
was very near running on Rocks and Sands through 
the Perſecution of thy Predeceſſor Kenan Baſſa, and 
e Dramelec, with many others in the Seraglio: 4 
Ihe firſt keeping from me the Penſion allowed by the 
Grand Seignior; the ſecond either ſending me no I” 
Intelligence, or elſe baffling me with trifling News, Wi 
nothing to the Purpoſe ; the reſt aſperſing me to the 
mar me Dons. tO: 
I defire thee to ſend me the Arrears that are behind 
for the Space of nineteen Moons, as thou wilt find 
in the Regiſter of the Haſna. Had it not been for 
_ Eliachim, that honeſt Jew, I ſhould have been ruin- J 
ed in this Place for N | 


ce for want of Money, 
I need not ſay more to thee, who knoweſt that x 
+ Gold is the Grand Taliſman, which works all the - 


Miracles in the World. . n 
Paris, 22d of the 5th Moon, | . C 
F theYear 1656, 1 a. C 
TTT = 1 AE a 3- ; tl 
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SPV at PARIS. . 
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LETTER I. e 
7 0 Dgnet Oglou. 


"HO can penetrate into the myſte- 
"od rious Conduet of Deftiny : Whether 


GOD governs this World, by the 
Influence of the Stars, or by the Mi- 
niſtry of Spirits, or by his own immediate Power? 
Or whether all Things did not proceed from 


Chance, and are ſtill ruled by the ſame? Be it how 


it will, tere remains ſomething adorable. Even 
that Chance itſelf, ſuppoſing Epicurus's Opinion 
true, is worthy of Supreme . Honours and Sacri- 
fices, which has, with ſuch exquiſite Luck, per- 
formed all the Parts of infinite Wiſdom, and Fore- 
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caſt in forming and preſerving the Univerſe. W ln 
Ja Diſciple of that Philoſopher, every Morniy w 
when. I beheld the rifing Sun, and at Mid-day wha 
I faw him climb the Meridian, and in the Evenigi = 
when he takes his Conge of this upper World to vir” 
our Antipodes, would I with profoundeſt Veneratig th 
cry out, .O eternal Chance j O omnipotent Cafual.l 
ty O incomprehenſible Blindneſs! I adore th 
„ burn Incenſe to thee, and do all Things whid 1 
« the duller Sort of Mortals think are only due to ail ? 
„ All-wiſe, AlliSoed, and an All-mighty Gor" 
Thus would I addreſs to that infinite Pell-Mell «MW * 
Atoms, could I. elieve with Epicugus, that from fu l 
van inconceivable. Hurly-hurly proceeded-all this a 
mirable Beauty and Order which we behold. 
Thou wilt pereeive by this, that I am religiouſ 
diſpoſed; and rather than not adore ſome Suprem 
Being, I would make a Deity of that which to othen 
is the Fountain of Atheiſm. And I think there i 
Reaſo um my Side. For let this Wortd be produces 
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/ in ſearching out the Root of E VII. 


there 
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there were almoſt as many Opinions about it it, as there re 


V. een 
by were Nations on Earth; ng ot 
he Some aſſerted, that all EVIL came out of ;the 
in North Others derive it from the South; as if the 
wo Poles were the Centres and native Seats of 
i this Malady of the World. But theſe ſeem ta be 
Men of ſhort Diſcourſe, and ſhallow Reaſon, ſupiner 
ly credulous, and willing to take up with any thing 


rather than to be at the Pains of attentive, Contem- 


Ic Y 0 
L plation. av 10 CC 
py vet this Opinion has ſo far prevailed in theſe Mf: 


ern Parts, that the Nazarene Prieſts, when they ce- 
lebrate their Maſs, ftand on the North-ſide of the 
Altar at the Reading of the Goſpel, turning their 
Back to that Quarter of the World. And the Rea- 
ſon: they give for this Ceremony is, : becauſe: in' the 
written Law it is ſaid, Out of the North comes all 
EVIL. Thave heard them ſeriouſly maintain this 
Argument. But God knows whether there be any 
ſuch Place in the written Law or no; or, if thers 
be, whether it muſt be taken in this Senſe. Yet I 
muſt confeſs the Romans have ſome - Reaſon to be» 
lieve it, having experimentally felt a great deal of 


il boom the Northern Goch and Vandaln who, 
in former Ages, ruſhed out of their frozen Regions, 
0 and came down like a Torrent upon Italy, and other 
. Parts of Europe, making Havock of all Things Ci- 


vil and Sacred. And if this be the Ground of their 
Ceremony, they have greater Reaſon now to change 
their Station, and turn their Backs to the South-Eaſt, 
having been much more fatally handled by the victo- 
rious Muſſulmun. +. b n 

The ancient Parthians held, that there were two 


and EVIL; and that there has been an eternal 
Quarrel between them; but in the End, they ſay, 
the GOOD ſhall get the Victory, and exterminate 
the EVIL. This Opinion was embraced by a 
x es beat 


Principles or Sources of all Things, vis. GOOD. © 


1 It 5 Ir 9s ems or Ir ar tors tne ma . 
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_ Interloping of the Devil. 
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Sect of Chriſtians whor they call Manic heet. Tl 
Founder of that Sect was a Petſan by Birth: Hi 
Name was Manes, à very learned Man, as Record, 
of the Eaſt teſtify ; yet the Chriſtians. rank him 2. 


 mong:*the moſt pernicious Hereticks. He: taught 
Thar Wine was the Bloa of Devils; and: Itheretore 


forbad it to his Followers. He alfo prohibited the 
Fleſh of Animals. This he learned from the Prieft 
of Egypt, where he reſided a conſiderable Time. 

But to return to the Sentiments of Men concern 
ing the Origin of EVI IL. There are ſome who af. 
firm God is the Author of it; which is not far from 


Blaſphemy. Others ſay, that when the Devils were 


exterminated from the Earth, they in Revenge ſowed 
the Seeds of EVI in the Univerſe. But that of 
the Srorcky ſeenis the moſt plauſible to me: For they 
aſſerted, that nothing is EVI of itſelf, but that 
the Contrariety which we hehold in the World is ve. 


ry good, and conduces to eſtabliſ the Order and 


Oeconomy of all Things. 
My dear Dęret, do not eſteem me an Atheiſt, be- 


eauſe of the Liberty I take in diſcourſing of theſe 


y ſterious Things. There are a Sort of People 
here in the Weft,: whom they call Deiſte, that is, 
Men profeſſing the Belief of à God, Creator of the 
Worid, but Scepticks in all Things elſe. They 


have no implicit Faith in Hiſtorical Religion, but 


think it the Part of Men, as they are endued with 
Reaſon, to call in queſtion the-Writings of Mortals 
like themſelves, though they had the Character of 
the greateſt Prophets. Thus they think it no Sin to 
canvaſs. the Books of Moſes, and the Hebrew Pro- 
phets, the Goſpel of Jeſus the Son of Mary, ani the 
Alcoran of Mabomet, our holy Law-giver ; chuſing 
what is agreeable to Reaſon, and rejecting the reſt as 
fabulous, inſerted either by the Craft of Men, or the 


3: 1 Pr oteſt, 
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I proteſt, there appears. to me no Reaſon to call 
theſe Men Atheiſts. or Infidels. They rather ſeem 
to deſerve the Title of Philoſophers, or Lovers of 
Wiſdom and Truth.' And it is from them T have 
tearned this Unwillingneſs to be impoſed on in Mat- 
ters of Religion. I find them in all Things Men of 
reat Morality and Goodneſs, far exceeding the 
Zealots of the Age in true Virtue and piòũs Ac- 


tions. But they make no Noiſe of what they do: 


And whilſt only their human Frailties are conſpicuous 
to all, their BenefaCtions lie concealed under the Veil 
of an unparallelled Modeſt 77. c 
Such of Old were the Aſſociates of Zeid EZn 
Raphaa, my Countryman. This was a Perſon of 
an ardent Spirit and prodigious Underſtanding, 
educated in the Muſſulman Law: But when he came 
to thoſe Years, wherein Men uſually;examine the 
Grounds of their Religion, he ſought the moſt 


learned Men, and ſuch as are verſed in all Sciences. 


After he had converſed ſome Time with them, and 
found them to be Perſons of Integrity, as well as 
Men of Senſe, he propoſed to them the Conve- 
nience of frequent 1 themſelves, where 
they might, with an unreſtrained Freedom, diſ- 
courſe of all Things, and, being united in an in- 


violable Friendſhip, might improve one another's 
Knowledge and Virtue, without regarding the 
Legends and Harangues of the Mollahs. This So- 
ciety compoſed Fifty Books of ſo many ſeveral Kinds 
of Science, that they called them Echwanoſſapha, or 
the Writings of the Sincere Fraternity, concealing 
their Names. They treated of human and divine 
Matters, without Reſerve or Caution: aſſerting, 
that the Muſſulman Religion was corrupted and a- 
lienated from its firſt Inſtitution, having imbibed 
many Errors ; and that there was no Way to reſtore 


it to its primitive Purity, but by joining to it the 


- * p 


Philoſophy - of the Ancients. In a Word, they en- 
| | - = deavoured 
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dedvoured ti to reform whatever 9 70 amiſs in i the Do- 


Krines and Manners of the Faithful, by reducing 


both to the Standard of Reaſon. 

I know not whether thou wilt approve or diſlike 
their Enterpriſe, - But I am ſure thou art ſenſible, as 
well as I, that there are Bigots among the Followers 
of the Prophet, and that thoſe deſerve Correction. 
The Devil will ſet his Foot in the 1 of God: 
But do not thou follow his Steps. If thou do, 1 
that made the L Devil fetch thee back , 2:5 ha 


Paris, Zoth of the 5th Moon,” 
| . 1 Tear "1056; mY 
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. p HE Chriftta s ſay, it is an Ae of God' 


Love helf he chaſtiſes them; therefore they 
1 no Redton to be peeviſh, or call it an Effect of 
his Anger, that a diſmal Plague is broke ont in the 
Territories of the Pope, the Kingdom of Naples, 
and other Parts of Traly. This Contagion rages ſo 
vehemently it Rome, the Capital City of the Weſtern 
Nazarenes, that above a Hundred Thoufand Per- 
fons of ſeveral Ranks have forſaken the Place. The 
Pope's Palace is ſhut up, and no Acceſs granted to 
any, not even to foreign Ambaſſadors, without great 


Precaution ; and then none or their Retinue are e ad- 


mitted with them. 
It is ſaid Seventeen Hundred die: daily: in that 


City, and Six Thouſand a Day in Naples. Nay, in 


ſome Places the Living are ſcarce A to 
ury 
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zury the Dead. The Grand Duke of Tuſtary, to 


— 

4 prevent the ſpreading of the Infection in his Terri- 
* WM orics, hath forbid all Intercourſe between his Sub- 
e je&s and thoſe of the Pope, neither will he permit 
$ ſo much as a Nuncto to pafs through his Dominions. 


This Mortality hath frighted Queen Chriſtina 


ö from Rome. She lath ſent to deſire Paſſes of the 
i Duke of Sac and other Princes, deſigning for 
Fance. She is already on her Voyage, having 


been preſented by the Pope with Ten Thouſand 
Crowns, to defray the Expences of her Travels. 
Here are great Preparations making for her Recepti- 
on; the King having ſent Orders to all the Govern- 
ors of Towns and Provinccs, through which ſhe muſt 
| paſs, to receive and entertain her with a Magnifi- 
cence due to her — Dignity, and wort of 
the French Grandeur and Hoſpitalit yx... 
In the mean Time this Court is in a füllen Hu- 
mour, by Reaſon of a late great Loſs they have fuf- 
fered at' Valenciennes in Flanders, This Place was 
beſieged by the French at the Beginning of this Cam- 
paign, but was relieved by the Spaniards this Moon, 
ho killed above a 'Fhouſand Men on the Spot, took 
Five Thouſand Priſoners, with all their Cannon aid 
Baggage. Among the Captives of Note is the Ma- 
reſchal de Ferte Seneterre, General of the French Ar- 
my. The Names of the others are wanting. Ma- 
reſchal de Turenne Himſelf very narrowly eſcaped; 
by timely withdrawing his Brigade.from the 'Fight, 
for which ſome ſtigmatize him with Cowardice and 
Treachery ; whilſt others affirm he acted the Part of 
a prudent” Captain in thus retreating, ſince it Was 
impoſſibld to feſtore the Battle with any Sucteſs. 
From Sweden we hear, that the Elcctor of Bran- 

denburgh hath entered into a League with the Kin 
of Szeden, by which both their Armies are united 
againſt the King of Poland: And it is ſaid their firſt 
Deſign will be upon Dantzich. That . in 5 f 
8 | reid 
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Courſe between the King and his Camp. 


\ 


horrid. Confuſion, the Nobles, Gentry, and Boon 
being all in Arms, ſome deſerting their Sovereign, 
others adhering to his Intereſt. King Cafimir hat 
inveſted War ſa with an Army of Forty Thouſany 
Men. In the mean Time the Hollanders have ſent: 
great Fleet of Ships of War into the Baltick d 
but to what End is not known, nor what Part they 
will take, whether the Swedes or Poles. . Yet the la. 
ter hope for great Aſſiſtance from them, there havin 
been lately ſome Miſunderſtanding between thy 


; Dutch. and the Swedes. The Muſcovites alſo hay 
entered Poland with a numerous Army, and the 


Tartars are coming with another to the Aid of King 
P N 

Thus is Poland become the Stage of a moſt terribl; 
War; and which Side ſoever gets the Victory tha 
unhappy Country will be near ruinel. 
Neha, Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienng, and a pi 
vate Agent for the Grand Seignior, ſendeth me Word 
that the Emperor of Germany hath an Army of Thir- 
ty Thouſand Foot and Twelve Thouſand Horſe in 
Silefia, who are to join with the Muſcovites, and do 
ſome conſiderable Action againſt the Swedes, whoſe 


3 Kay Victories, and growing Gr eatneſs, giveth 


nul to thoſe pyifſant Monarchs. He informeth 
me. farther, that the Emperor hath diſpatched a Cou- 


Trier to the Prince of Tranſylvania, wich Inſtrudtion 


and Letters, to engage him to a Neutrality, 
But the young Nagotsbi is as wild as bh Father, 

and hateth to be led by the Noſe. . 

Thou mayeſt inform the Miniſters of the Divan, 


that Adonai the Jean is dead of the Plague in Rome, 


having firſt taken Care to tranſmit to me all the Pa- 
pers which concern the myſterious Porte. ; 
This Court, at preſent, is at. a Place called Ia 


Fere in Picardy;. a Province, bordering on Flanders. 


From whence there may be a more frequent Inter- 


Prince 
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Prince of the hoh Line, I; have ſent! thee all the 


Ves that is ſtirring at- this Juncture, ſaving ſome 

rial Matters which are not worth a Muſſulman's 

knowledge, much leſs thine, who art diſtinguiſhed 

tcm the Croud of true Believers by wearing the ſa- 

ö cred Colour of-the Prophet. l % C007 zu 111 
ni 22,1 i ETD be e ie. 5 5 

| Paris, 3oth of the 7th Moon, wm 

| | of the Tear 1656. 
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not may Leagues. from Paris, which hath 
occaſioned various Diſcourſes, and put the Philoſo- 
phers upon a new Scrutiny. One Morning a gere 
tain Peaſant; or Farmer, ' walking over his We" 
25 his Cuſtom is, to number his Sheep and other 
Cattle, miſſed: a Barn; or Store-Houſe; which ſtòbd 
in a Field at ſome Diſtande from his Habitation:⸗ 
Surprized at this, he haſtened towards the Place 
Frhere he ſaw it but the Night before: When, to his 
no ſmall Aſtoniſhment; he perceived that not oply 
the Barn. but a great Part of the Field wherein it 
was built was ſunk into the Earth. He immediately 
ran and called ſome of his near Neighbours to be- 
hold this ſtrange: SpeQacle: ' And the Fame of it 
spread all over .the Country. Divers learned and 
ingenious Perſons have been there to make Obſerva- 
ons of this Accident. But none dareth venture 
near enough to the Chaſm to look down into it; be 
eauſe the Earth continueth breaking and falling in, 
which maketh a Noiſe like the Salvoes of the Jani- 
zaries, when the Grand Seignior viſits the Arſenal. 
e | One 


136 Letr2 ns Writ Sy 
One would conclude, by theſe uncommen 


ptoms; that the Earth gtowetk antient and ' weal 


that her inward Strength and Vigour decayeth, al 
that we are every where in Danger 6f being foul 
lowed up. I have not Time to write more, it 8 
ing Midnight and the Poſt ready tog 
The Almighty and es Gop have ther 1 
his holy Protection. ee Nr 
301 u e 

35 Paris, 30th of the 7th . 
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f W ILL Git e En F 3h bc a even 
| in this laſt Change of thy Nene which, a 
though. it be a Kind of Deſeent from the more loi 
Stations thou haſt poſſeſſedi in the Oſman Empir 
yet it is attended with; ;honanrable Circutnſtance, 
and an inviolable Security Thou art not out « 
5 Sultan s Fayour, baniſhed to Egypt, and con- 
0 to a narrow Penſion during thy Life, as hath 
en the Fate of ſeveral Grandees: But thou at 
withdrawn from the Intrigues of State, the Toils uf 
War, and the Plots of a Courtier's Life, to the 
cet Retirements of the Country, the peaceable 
fefſion of a rich and fertile Province, where thou 
2285 paſs thy Days in an A eg Eaſe and 
128 TEC? | W 
I am not ſurprized a at the Fall of ſo many gre 
Men at the Porte, nor do I much regret the Death of 


| thoſe who were known Enemies to the . 
et 
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7et it troubles me to think how the Brave and the 
oyal had their innocent Blood mingled with that of 
raitors and Villains. But thefe Things are una- 
oidable in popular Inſurrections, when the Sove- 
eign is compelled to ſacrifice to the Multitude 
vhomſoever they require. Thus fell the illuftrious 
ohman among the criminal Eunuchs, although he 
himſelf was free from Stain: But he was a Negro. 
and that was his Ruin; for the Malecontents.could 
not diſcern the fair Qualities of his Soul. 
= Curſe on that Fool Chaban x; and double 
Curſes on his rampant Wife Mulkly | Kadin, who 
gave the firſt Occaſions to all this Diforder and Spoil 
of noble Blood. I remember the honeſt So/yman gave 
me once a Hint of the feminine Debaucheries practiſ- 
ed in the Queen-Mother's Apartment: But he ſpoke 
of it with ſo much Modeſty and Reſerve, that it hard- 
y made any Impreffion on me at that Time: Other- 
wiſe I ſhould: have imparted it to the Vizir Azem, 
or ſome other Miniſter of the Divan; for fo am I 
commanded, in Caſes that touch the Honour and 
' Safety of the Grand Seignior, And I tell thee this 
was none of the leaſt Importance. For as it appears 
the Women were undermining the moſt ſacred and 
firmly eſtabliſhed Government in the World: They 
were not contented to wallow in their own impious 
and unnatural Delights, but -ould have fet them- 
' ſelves as a Pattern to others, and by Degrees have 
infected the whole Muſſulman Empire with a new 
Species of Dy Which as it began and was 
carried on by emkezzling the Royal Treaſures, ſell- 
ing Places to Men of no Merit, Buffoons, Pimps, 
and Aﬀes; ſo it would have ended in enervating our 
Militia, corrupting all the Faithful, and laying the 
Empire nakeFro Tilda: © 100505 76: RT 
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| How many Vizirs, Chaimachams, Captain Baſſas, 
and other Officers, have we had killed this fatal 
Year? Among the reſt I cannot but reflect on the 
| 5 poiſoning 


* of the 


138 LzTrTr ERS Writ by 
| pruning of the Chiaux Baſſa, after he was may 
 Vizir Azem, as a Stroke of divine Juſtice, for have 
ing embrued his Hands in ſo much noble Blood wha 
he enjoyed that Dignity once before. Gop purſus 
the Cruel with invincible Scourges. 1 
But what was that Achmet Baſſa, who took Adyzy. 
tage of the Sultan's domeſtick Troubles, and foreign 
Wars, to diſturb his Government in Aſia, and rai 
a Rebellion, which threatened even the Imperial Ciy 
itſelf? By the. Courſe of his Fortune it looketh x 
if he were not contented with his Command in 4%, 
and therefore took this new celebrated Method v 
obtain a higher Dignity, vis. by rebelling azaint 
his Maſter: Elſe why was he made Baſſa of the Sex, 
in the room of Ouraos Kienan? The Baſſa of 4% 
po firſt brought into Faſhion this daring Way of 
growing Great. And if it be thus countenanced by 
the Grand Seignior, in all Probability, he will har 
Reaſon to make Peace with the Chr Hans, that be 
may have Reſpite and Forces to employ againſt hi 
own Subjects. F 
Amidſt all theſe Things, nothing affliteth me 6 
much as the horrible Loſs our Fleet hath ſuſtained at 
Sea. We have various Reports of this Combat; but 
in general they agree, that the Muſſulmans have lol 
ſeventy two Ships and Galleys, with an infinite 
Number of Men; that the Yenetians have taken the 
Illes of Tenedas and Lemnas, and that they are ad- 
vancing to beſiege Conftantinople. This News is 
great while in coming to us: So that if it be true, 
and the Venetian purſued their rg. for aught! 
know, by this Time the Imperial City, the Refuge 
Word, may be laid in Aſhes. 


* . 


I have often propoſed the Neceſſity: of Platforms 
along the Helleſpont, to guard that important Ave- 
nue of the ſacred Porte. : Had they put in Practice 
 Mahmut's Advice, perhaps, the-Nazarenes would have 


| had no Occaſions for their preſent Triumphs, Bu 
| had nod 3 n 
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nak WW ow they banquet in the open Streets; all Chriſten- 
ave om rings with the News of our Diſgrace. The 
her Drunkards of Europe inſult over the Profeſſors ef 


dobriety: Amidſt their Bowls of Wine, they blaſ- 
heme our Prophet, and ſing in the Praiſe of Bacchus 


heir God. They menace the Conqueſt of Aſia, and 
1 WS hreaten to exterminate the Muſſulmans from the 


arth. | 


uit Enraged at theſe prophane Boaſts, I ſtop my Ears, 
ly nd, turning round in a divine Frenſy, I pray that 

a od would baffle the Infidel, _ 8 

0 3 

| Paris, 6th of the qth Moon 
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: 75 the moſt. Renowned and moſt luſtrious 


Mahomet, Vizir Azem, at the Porte. 


F 


HAT incomprehenſible Majeſty which has no | 


U | 

4 3 Reſemblance, at whoſe Pleaſure all Things are 
| WT diſpoſed and ordered in Heaven and Earth, by whoſe 
particular Providence, for the Good of the Ofman 
| Empire, thou art exalted to this glorious Truſt, to 


be Vicar of the Vicar of God; augment thy Graces 
and Virtues, and bleſs thee with ee Wiſdom, 
and perfet Tranquillity,, + 

I érevere thy accompliſhed Soul, conſummate in 
all moral and political Science. Thou art the moſt 
experienced Man in the Empire. And I ceaſe to 
condole the late Tumults and Riots at Conflantineple, 
though their Effects were fatal to ſome brave Men, 
Ance thou art choſen to this Dignity, from whom 
the whole Empire may expect, not only a ſerener 
State of Affairs, during thy Adminiſtration, by alſo 
SEE a RoOoOt- 


14%. v LTT IAA Writ by 
'z Rooting up of the Cauſes of theſe publick Dies 
pers, and of all other Evils which infeſt the M 
narchy deſigned for the Conqueſt and Reformain 
a Wor Wes: 7H THT TY 


According to the Cuſtom of the Eaſt, I appro 
thee not without ſome Prefent : But pardon Het 
Slave Mahmut, who can ſend thee” none worthy 
thy Grandeur. I have encloſed in a Box the ty 
Effgies of the preſent King of France, with that g 
his Uncle the Duke of Orleans, his Brother the Dit 
of Anjou, and his Couſin the Prince of Conde; 1 
alſo that of Cardinal Magarini, and Queen Chriflin 
of Sweden, who is now at the French Court. 4. 
cept alſo from an Exile, a little Cabinet containig 
twelve Watches, of ſo many different Contrivanca 
according to the circular Variation of the Moon i 
the Space of. thirty four Years.. They:are the Wat 
of my own Hands; thereſore I ſhall not comma 
hem Each is rapt up in à Piece of Silk, when 
in is wrought in Arabick Letters the Method d 
uſing it. Perhaps thou wilt find ſome Diverſion 
mrying the Experiments mentioned in thoſe Tablz 
However, deſpiſe not this mean "Teſtimony d 
Mabmut s Reſpect; but conſider, that if I con 
"ſhort of the curious Artiſts in Furape, yet my La. 
bour is paſſable encugh for a Mufſudman, among 
whom there is ſcarce another Watchinaker to N 
found in the World. / e. 
f thou wouldeſt know' the Ocean of Queen 
Chriſtina's being at the. French' Court: She cam 
thither from Rome, when the laſt Moon was in tit 
Wane. Her 'Paſſage was by Sta to Mar ſcill, 
| having touched at Cenoua, and received magihtficen 
Gifts from the Republick; but they Borg not pet. 
mit her to land, for Fear of the Plague, Wich the 
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raped in Rome, and was the Cauſe of her leaving ti 
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However, the French ſhewed no ſuch timorous 
\yeamiſhneſs, but received her and her Train with. 
pen Arms. She landed at Marſeilles on the 29th. of 
he 7th Moon; and when ſhe had made her poblick 
ntry, the Conſuls of that City, with all the Nobles, 
any ti in Coaches, the great Guns were diſcharged 
o welcome her, and ſhe was careſſed with all the De- 
nonſtrations of Honour that are ſhewed to the Queen 
f France herſelf in her Progreſſes 
The ſame Entertainment ſhe receiyed at fix, 
ſoienon, Lions, and, in fine, all a the Road to 
paris, the Keys of Towns being ſurrendered to 
er (for ſuch was the King's Pleaſure) and a Ca- 
opy of State born over her Head, when ſhe entered 
Eny Town, and received the Addreſſes and Compli- 
ments of Governors, Prelates and other great Men 
in Authority. She was likewiſe magnificently treated 
by the Princes, and the Chief Dukes of the Realm: 
ind, on the 8th of the laſt Moon, made her Entry 
nto this City on Horſeback, apparell'd like a Man: 
here having ſtaid ſome Time ſhe departed for 
Compeigne to viſit the Court, which reſides; there 
now. | , | | | 2 
It is not ſuppoſed ſhe will tarry long in France, 
but, as ſoon as ſhe hears the Plague is abated in 
Rome, and the adjacent Parts, ſhe will return thi- 
ther, to paſs away the Reſidue of her Life, in 
| ht ** of Princes and Prelates of the Nazarene - 
ellet. 5 | | 3 | 
Alittle before ſhe left Rome, the Spaniards there 
had conſpired to ſeize on her Perſon, as alſo on the 
Pope; to have murthered the Portugal Ambaſſador, 
and ſet the City on Fire. But the Plot was diſco- 
ver' d, and Confpirators put in Priſon : For the 
ventence of Death is never paſſed in Criminal Caſes 
among the Nazarenes without > formal Tiyal ERS 
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: Here 


'T Emperor of the Muſcovites devour all that oppoſe hin, 


Dane, and Hollanders, who now all declare for tte 


442 Lz:TtTrxs Writ by 
| Here is a Rumour as if a great Fire had, fo 
Moons ago, broke out in Conſtantinople, and conſuny 
much of that City. I wonder none of my Fri 
nor any other reliding there, have ſent me an he 
count of. any ſuch Thing ; which fills me with Hope 
that this Report is falſe. N 
From all Hands we are aſſured, that the Swe 
and Brandenburghers have obtained a great Vid 
over the Poles and Tartars at Go np ; the ya 
uiſhed having loſt above Six thouſand Men on th 
Spot, with all their Ammunition and Baggage : A 
unfortunate King Caſimir was forced to fly, with; 


ſmall Retinue, towards Hungary,  ' © 
It was the general Expectation of Europe, that it 
Muſcovites and Germans would have done ſomethiy 
Extraordinary for the Poles, and by ſome ſurpriziy 
Action put a Check to the Swediſh Succeſſes and Th. 
umphs. For when the Muſcovize Ambaſſador wat 
Koningsberg endeavouring to withdraw the Duke i 
Brandenburgh from the Swediſb Intereſts, he vomitd 
forth terrible Menaces, in caſe they complyed u 
with his Maſter's Propoſals. And one Day in a fl 
rious Zeal, he, took a large Goblet of Wine, in th 
EleQor'sPreſence, and having drank it off to the Czar! 
Health, the Barbarian ſaid aloud, Thus ſhall the gru 


But, now it ſeems, theſe were all 'empty-Bravados, 
and the Muſcovites were reſolved to ſtand by, and 
ſee who got the better. The ſame may be ſaid d 
the Emperor, and Prince of Tranſylvania, ſo of ti 
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manzett Party. ©. „„ | 
- „ ee Vizir, if the preſent Engagemet 
and Wars in Dalmatia and Candy, beſides the do 
*meſtic Troubles of the Ottoman Empire, did 0 
wholly employ the'Arms of the Muſſulmans, - doubt- 
leſs, it would be an Undertaking no leſs _ 


amo ww. cc a» ww 


4 


2 Sry 4 Pants. 143 


lun glorious, to ſuocour the diſtreſſed Cefimir, turn 
me e Tide of the Cothiet Conqueſts, and oblige the 
s to an eternal Fidelity and Gratiuade to the 
he. rand Seignior. A | 
6 Paris, 14th of the eth Moon, 

ed of the Year 1656. 
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Abraham Eli, Hogia, Preacher to the 
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55 Seraglio e 
Have frequent Acceſs tothe 7 Library , which 
Favour was firſt granted me by Cardinal Richelieu, 

who often employed me in tranflating ſome curious 

Treatiſes out of Arabick into French or Latin. The 

French ſeem very fond of Eaftern Manuſcripts, where- 


.cer they can meet with them: And t avenoleſs 
be Regard for Men who are ſkilled in thoſe Languages. 
That Miniſter eſpecially was very inquiſitive into the 
a Wiſdom and Learning of Aſia. He monopolized 


Wes, Syrian, and Arabick Books, and was a pro- 
feſſed Patron of Linguiſts. He coveted the Acquaint- 
ance of Strangers and Travellers, that he might, by 
their Means, inform himſelf of the different Laws, 
Cuſtoms, and Religions of, Foreign Countries, and 
of whatſoever was rare, and worthy of Obſervation, 
in any Part of the World. 1 15 

Hence it was, that I received evident Marks of 
his Eſteem, as ſoon as he knew that- I underſtood 
the Greek, Arabick, Hebrew, Turkiſh, and Sclavo- 
ian Languages. He often made uſe of me, as. I 
have faid, and fave. me free Acceſs to his own 
and the King's Library. And tho his Succeſſor, Car- 


144 Luvrruxs Writ by 
dinal Magarini, is not ſo much addicted to. Study 
of this Nature as to the Affairs of State; yet hy 
has continued to me the 2 of viſiting mee 
Treaſury of Learned Books, where I paſs may 
Hours. | | | 8 
One Day I caſt my Eyes on a Manuſcript writ" 
in Arabiel, and endorſed with this Title, 


| | [The Original Covenant ef Mahomet, 1k 
= Prophet of the Arabians, with the Pr." 
' feſſors of the Faith of Jeſus.] 


and underneath. was a Latin Inſcription, ſignifying 
That this Manuſcriꝑt was found in the Convent i 
AF Chriſtians Fryars on Mount Carmel. I have tr. 
ſcribed the Contents of this Parchment, and fenti 
incloſed to thee, that thou mayeſt judge whetk 
it be real or only counterfeit : For the Nazara 
aſſert it to be the true Agreement of the Meſlengetd 
: God and therefore reproach all the Muſſulnan, 
with Diſobedience to our Lawgiver, and breaking 
the League, ſigned and ſealed by Him, whom we al 
the Seal of the Prophets, and witneſſed by the Fon 
5 Lora pal Doctors, Abu Becre, Oſman, Omar, ai 
A. | : | 

If thou wilt peruſe the incloſed Paper, it will 

| eaſy to diſcern, whether We are guilty of ili 
Violation of Faith, or They. For though up 

' poling this to be the real Teſtament of the Propbe, 
as is pretended, that Favourite of Heaven grant 
many Articles of Peace, Aſſiſtance, and Friendſby 
to the Followers of Jeſus, with Immunity fron 
Taxes and Impoſition, Liberty of Conſcienc, 
Freedom of Marriages, Ac. Yet it is evident 
that he promiſed not ' theſe Things, but on cer 
tain Conditions to be obſerved on the Part of tht 

_ © Chriſtians; as, that none of them ſhould harbou 
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hold Correſpondence with the Enemies of the True 


d elievers, or Privately accommodate them with Arms, 
m Gy Money, or any other Neceſſaries of War: 
i zut, on the contrary, ſhould hoſpitably receive the 


uſulmans into their Houſes for three Days, and 
rotect them from their Enemies. If therefore the 
hriſtians ſhould, fail in any of theſe Points, the Pro- 
het declares his Covenant to be void, and that they 
jall not enjoy the Indulgencies granted therein. All 
his thou wilt fee is recommended ſolemnly to both 
arties to be religiouſly performed till the final Con- 
mmation. | | 
Now. all the Diſpute is, Whether We have firft 
anſgreſſed theſe Articles, or the Nazarenes ? For if 

can be proved, that they are the firſt Aggreſſors, 
Wen they have no Reaſon to complain of their Miſ- 
drtunes, or accuſe the true Faithful of Oppreſſion 
nd Tyranny, as they commonly do: Since it is ma- 


e, that they have drawn theſe Evils on them- 
ee, by their Breach of Faith and Infidelity, diſan- 
„lng the Covenant of God and his Prophet, and 
Er feiting the Benefit they might have claimed by 
me of it. Be it how it will, the Prophet is free 


ary ; let the Guilt reſt on the Perſons that were 
minal. 

I know not how it comes to paſs, That the 
hriſtians of this Age think and ſpeak more 
proachfully of our Holy Law-giver, than did their 
athers, who lived in his Time, or immediately 
fter it, and who by Conſequence could better in- 
orm themſelves of the Circumſtances of his Birth, 
te, and renowned Actions. Some ancient Wri- 
ers among the Nazarenes make honourable Men- 
on of him and his Fami y. They conceal not 
be early Signs of his Heroic Virtue, and the 
randeur to which he was deſtined. I have read 
a certain Chriſtian Author, That when the 
TTophet was but Nine Years Old, under the 
W. H 1 Tuition 
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Tuition of his Uncle Abu, Taleb, who carried h 
glorious Charge along with him to Damaſcus, al 
that whilſt they were at Bog r, a learned Monk 
whoſe Name was Bohira, came out of the Conven 
to meet them; and taking Mahomet by the Hand 
in the Preſence of many Chriſtians, he faid aloul. 
This. Youth is born to acco pf great Things : I 
Fame ſball be ſpread from Faſt to Welt : For ar h 
drew near to this Place I ſaw a bright Cloud deſeml 
and cover him. Sultan Dawid alto propheſied «f 
him, in that which the Chriſtians reckon the sol 
Pſalm, and the 2d Verſicle: Where that divine Pot 
thus ſings, from Sion G OD hath proclaimed the Fn 
Fire of Mahomet. But the Chriſtians have inte. 
preted this in another Senſe, though the Origind 
remains a ſtanding Witneſs againſt them. So Mo 
in the Pentateuch uttered a Myſtery when he fad 
God came from Sinai, he roſe up from Seir, and wa 
manifeſted from Mount Paran. Intimating here) 
the Deſcent of the written Law to 7 of the 
Goſpel to Jeſus the Son of Mary, and of the Aleou 
to Mahomet, The Meffas alſo ſaid to his Diſciple 
If I go not away, the Called of GOD will not om 
to You. But the Chriſtian Interpreters wilfully hid 
theſe Things from the Vulgar, left their Eyes ſhoull 
be opened. There appears an obſtinate Malice al 

Ignorance in all their Actions. N 
Who will not laugh at the fooliſh Spite of tit 
Spaniards ? who, in a certain Town, had a Cuſton, 
as oft as they entered into the Church, or came ou, 
to ſpit on a black Image of a Man fitting on 1 
Aſs near the Gate. But a Muſulman Ambaſſadi 
coming thither from the Emperor of Morocco, al 
obſerving this vain Ceremony of the People, alle 
the King, What Perſon that Statue repreſented? I 
made . That it was the Image of Mahome, 
the Arabian Prophet, That cannot be, replied the 
Ambaſſador, fince our Prophet never rods but * 
n 4 411 
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„: It 3s rather the Figure of the Meſlias ; who 
Mer is retorded' to have Ih * * A. Pie King, 
troubled- at this Anſwer, conſulted | the Prieſts and 
earned Men, who all concluded, That the Ambaſ- 
ſador bad ſpoke the Truth. And therefore, inflead 
of offering auy mote Indignities to this Image, they 
ell into angther Bitrethe; and bunt a Chapel ft 
it, burning Incenſe to the ſehſeſeſs Stock, and 
paying it divine Honours. Thus they prayed” to 
that, which but à little before they had curſed 
and turned into a God that, Which they ha 
eſteemed almoſt às bad às the Devil? God's Curſe 
Holy Prophet, and all his Fellewers; may Bleſſingg 
ſhower down, and reſt” till the Knot" of the Sphere 


Paris, 1 4th of the 10th Moon, 3 
f the'Vear 656% ß 1 


7 5 oP _ 
* 1 11171 ob. + & I F 
21 ind 2 
* 


. * * R x 2 7 
* 2 . . = 
rat 4 24 © 1 * o- WW off, AO 3 ls 1 * "0 b * * 4 . 
_—_—— > > w 4 — A. _- 1 kth — — — —— * 2 a — 
* 4 % K 4 
> 3 wy r 5 —*£ 2 J . 3 . * « 75 \ 3 4 4 p 5 * 929 
led 3 1 bi i [4 1 1 * ; 1 —— + * 4 "i" 8 24 7 S y f E ? ft 4 
; 5 — . 
91. E. f N. ITY . Fl 
4 — _ „ & * * Fer. 1 F Ex s  .Þ n . : 
1s £4 43% 20 Sx. Cas 244 
l h OO 2 f © 8 
I to; S509 . : is WW | : 


| ' : «<4 4 Ba 4 54 # +4 2 1 
0 as py 1 ' : - 
* ; RA » 1544 A277 eIeY , 
20 Murat, Baſſa. 
* 
1 a * YA 5 22 1 1 
. 1 1411. 4 » La  J3%I 5,3 4 * 0 
7 PEE” * 
| 3 


T7 NOW. for certain, that Don Juan de Braganza, 
late King of Portugal, is dead. He left this 

World on the Gth of the laſt Moon, after he had 
been tormented Ten Days with the Stone : His 
Queen has the Supreme Power in her Hands during 
her Son's Minority, whoſe Name is Don Alphonſo. 
This young Prince, was crowned within a few Days 
after his Father's Deceaſe, to preyent: the Plots of 
the Spaniards, who ſupport a powerful Faction in 
the Kingdom of Portugal, and are not without 
Hopes to reduce it again to the King of Spain's 
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Obedience. The World is always buſy, either in it. 
covering old loſt Intereſt, or ſeeking of new. _ 

: The M | 

by the Prince of Conde in the Battle of Yalencienne, 
and having a Price ſet for his Ranſom, had Liber 
to go whither he would on his. Parole, either to bring 


"4 
4 


the ſaid Sum, or ſurrender his Perſon by a certain 


Day; finding himſelf lighted at the French Court, it 
reſolved to perform his Promiſe at the prefixed Time, 
and go over to the Prince of Conde's Intereſt, who 
will not fail to beſtow a very honourable Command 

on a General of ſuch Meri, ' 4 $3 5 
In the mean Time, the Count of Harcourt plan 
Tricks with his Maſter, and holds private Core. 
ſpondence with the German Emperor. He is a ſer. 
viceable or a dangerous Man, according as he it 
pleaſed or diſguſted, and therefore they court lin 
on both Sides. He is now at Briſac in Alſace. | 
cannot admire a Man that is thus induſtriouſly trou- 
bleſome to his Prince, without any Thing of Me- 
rit or Bravery to boaſt of, ſave his former Services 
in Catalonia, which have been ſufficiently repail 
with Royal Condeſcenſions and Favours. And thoſe 
who make a Parallel between his Caſe and that of 
the Mareſhal de la Ferte Seneterre, conſider not that 
the laſt fell into his Enemies Hands only by the 
Chance of War: Whereas the other is a wilful Apo- 
Rate, if he embraces the Emperor's Propoſals when 
- Neceſſity conſtrains him, and Honour flies in his 
Face. Gi: „ 5 131 N 

From the North we are informed, That Count 
Coningſmark, Generaliflimo of the Swediſb Forces in 
 Pruffia, as he was ſailing from Wiſmdr, was taken 
Captive by the Poles, and impriſoned in the Caftl 
of Weſfſel-munden near Dantzick. And the Inhabit- 
ants of that City miſſed very narrowly of taking 
the Queen of Sweden herſelf. It is certain they 


have 
7 
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rs. bare got 2 vaſt Booty from the Swedes, conſiſting of 
eighteen Cheſts full of Gold, with Coffers of the 


ner King's Jewels, and other Rog 
ve, Ihbeſe King Cafimir demands for himſelf, with 
m Million of Rix: dollars, to be paid him by the 
ing Dantzickers ; requiring alſo, That they ſhould fur- 
au nib his Army with all Sorts of Ammunition and 
h Proviſions: Which, though it be 4 heavy Burthen, 
ne, bet tho'e loyal Citizens think nothing too much for 
ho BY thei! King: 1 . 
nd WY The Muſcovites in the gth Moon beſieged Riga, + 
city belonging to the Crown of Sweden, but have 
an newly raiſed the Siege, after they have loſt above 
re. Ten Thouſand Men before the Place. 
5 This is all the News I can ſend thee, ſave that the 
j French have taken Valencia, a City in [raly, 
an E with J may hear as proſperous Intelligence as this 
1 bt from Candia, after fuch immenſe Charges and 
u. laughter: But Victory is in the Diſpoſal of the An- 
e. el of Time. 3 ih | 
Faris, 2d of the 12th Moon, 
% of the Tear 1656. 
„p a 1, MO Tr 
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47 Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior of the 


Convent of Derviſes at Cogni in Natolia. 


. is difficult to define the particular Temper of 
my Soul, when I firſt received the News of thy 
Predeceſſor's Death, that Renowned and Venera- 


5 ble Bedredin, who, as thy Diſpatch informs me, is 
4 gone to Paradiſe. I was neither in Paſſion, nor 


t inſenſible, but wholly reſigned to the Will of 

eaven. I conſidered his immenſe Virtues, and the 

Courſe of Nature: His wonderful Age, and more 
| | 5 H 3 admi- 
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admirable Actions, a Life equally meaſured by Hour, 
and Prodigies of Piety: For he was not in the Num- 
ber of thoſe who let whole Days paſs away without 
the leaſt good Work, or without leaving any In. 
preſs on the Track of Time. I expreſs myſelf ze. 


Wing to the vulgar ſaying, e e 91 


Whereas in my Opinion, Lime ſtands ſtill, and on 
We paſs away, with all Things ſubject to Motion 
and Change: It is like the Miſtake of thoſe, who; 
ſailing on the Water, think the Trees and Mountain 
move, whilſt on they themſelves are driven before 
the Wind: Or like the Philoſophy of thoſe, who, 
truſting to their 4 Senſe, maintain, the Sun 
whirls;round our World, though according to Rez- 
ſon and better Philoſophy, that Globe of Light 
ſtands ftill, whilſt ours turns round its Axle-tree, 
and ſo deceiyes our Eyes. Thus, whilft we Mortal 
glide oyer the uncertain Waves of human Life, and 


paſs by the viſible and fixed Land-Marks of Time, 


Day and Night, we imagine thoſe Land-marks more, 
and not we ourſelves : Whereas Day and Night re- 
main for ever, ſtedfaſt and invariable in their fucceſ- 
five Interyals, and only the Elements and Bodies com> 
pounded of them are ſubje& to Change. - 

Minutes, Hours, Days, and Vears are not pro- 
perly the Meaſures of Time, but of the Motion and 
Duration of all corruptible Beings: For Time is in- 
finite, and beyond all Dimenſions. In a Word, it i 
no otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed from Eternity, than barely 
by a Name. | 
All that T have ſaid on this Subject is comprehend- 


dd in the Arabian Proverb, which ſays, Ta- Morro 


is newer. Doubtleſs there is no Paradox or Hereſy in 
ſaying, It is always To-Day. : Or that this Hour, this 
Minute is eternal. And from this Truth ſprung the 
Contemplation of thoſe who place Eternity in a Point 
er Inſtant. - . „ 


* - — > 
ww 
EC» + ; , 


Ie. e 


n "I 4 1 n 


2 br at Parts, STi 
But to return to Bedredin, that Faithful of the 
Faithful, may his Soul repoſe in the Mercies of God, 
and his Memory be bleſſed. May Gabriel, the Friend 
of the Prophet pray for him; then Michael, I/ra- 
phiel, and Ns Meſſenger of Death, with all the An- 
gels who made Oraifons for the divine Favourite, 
after his Tranſlation from this earthly State. And 
when thou and the religious Fraternity under thy 
Care have performed the accuſtomed Prayers and 
Expiations for the illuſtrious Prelate deceaſed, there 
is no hp" but that he ſhall be in a Condition to- 
intercede for you and for the whole Mu//u/man Em- 
oa ; for he was a perfect Saint, and the Beloved of 
0d... -; rm 5 | 
O ſage and reverend Succeſſor of that holy Man, 
fuffer me to tell thee, thy Name Hebatolla [the 
Gift of God] fills me with glorious Preſages of thy 
Life and Adminiſtration in that renowned College, 
where the incomparable Bedreiin ſhined ſo many 
Years. Now ke is gone to God, and to the Gar- 
dens of eternal Retirement, having left his Seat on 
Earth to-thee, repleniſhed with the ſacred Odour of 
Virtue. | 5 
He was a religious Imitator of the Prophets, and 
of all holy Men in general; a devout Admirer of the 
Meſſias, and a faithful Diſciple of the Sent of God. 
Now he is gone to ſet down with them in the Chi- 
oſes of Eden, on the Banks of immortal Streams 
and Rivers of Wine, Milk, and Honey, which 
lide along the Alleys of Paradiſe. This is the: 
— of heroick Virtue, the Crown of good: 
Works, the Bliſs prepared for chaſte and purified: 
Souls, who in their Tranſmigration from this Earth 
carry no Stains of Vice along with them: For no- 
thing impure can find Admittance into that World of- 
glittering Eſſence. | - 
O Hebarolls, what 1s there in this obſcure Globe 
that deſerves to. be compared with. thoſe ſerener 


H. 4 Joys 


. 5 Joys above, thoſe unſullied Pleaſures, that untarniſbel 


pointed Hour of Fate, and not hurry ourſelves out 


*. Decree of Deſtiny, muſt unavoidably aſcend to 2 
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liſs? And yet ſometimes we taſte ſtrange Felicitie 

here on Earth. But it is only when the Gates ani Wl thy 
Caſements of Paradiſe - are open, when a Celeſtia by 
Wind tranſports hither the Leaves of the Trees of ren 

| Eden, and perfumes the Air and Skies with the tran, in 
ſcendentOdour of that happy Region, wafting alſo in- Wl arc 
perfect Sounds, Muſick in ſoft Fragments, and Echou Wi co: 
from the Choirs of the Bleſſed. Then it is the Heart, Wi fe 
of Mortals feel a ſecret and inexpreſſible Joy ſpringing wa 
up from the Root; this lower World (if I may fo er- Wi v1 


e myſelf) is all entrenched with Pleaſure. Thi 
appens not every Day, but only at the Seaſons of 
divine Indulgence, on the Feſtivals of ſome particular 
Saints, and in the Time of the immortal Jubilee, 
when God exhilerates the Univerſe with uncomma 
Favours, and an infinite Largeſs. 

As for the Reſt of our Enjoyments, they are mit. 
gations indeed of the Pains and inſeparable Miſeriesdf 
this mortal Life ; they prevail on us. to wait the ap- 


of the World before our Time: But they deſere 
not to be placed in the Rank of true Felicities. 
However, our Patience under this Fatigue of 
Life, our Indifference to Pleaſure and Pain, Pover- 
ty or Riches, Sickneſs or Health, Honour or Dil- 
grace, with all the other Objects of human Paſſion, 
will prove a ſingular Argument of Merit, a prevail 
ing ee ee to the Life to come, and an 
effectual Paſſport for Paradiſe. For he that is thus 
inſenſibly, yet willingly weaned from the fulſome 
Joys of Earth by the very Courſe of Nature and 


purer Region, to a Place capable of ſatisfying his 
' aſpiring Soul: For Nature created no Apetite to 
baulk it. 


"Thi 
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This is the Life ſo. recommended by Jeſus the Son 
of Mary, whoſe Character thou haſt in the Library off 
thy Convent. Here I ſend thee in a Box that which 
by all the Nazarenes is eſteemed his true Efhgies. I 
remember I once ſaw another of the ſame Lineaments 
in the Treaſury of the Grand Signior. Theſe Pieces 
are very rare, becauſe not copied by the Hands of 
common Painters, but by the moſt celebrated Ma- 
ſters in Europe. And the original 4 — they fay, 
was made by the Meffas himſelf on a Handkerchief, 
which he claped to his Face, and ſo left his lively 
Pourtraiture. 5 | EY | 
I cannot aſcertain the Truth of this Tradition: 
But in regard this is one of thoſe Copies which is 
cloſetted by the greateſt Monarchs in Chriſtendom, I, 
ſend it to thee as a worthy Ornament of thy Cell, 
without either the Peril or. Scandal of Idolat x. 
The pious Bedredin was covetous of any Memoirs 
of the Meſias, whether written in Hieroglyphicks, 
or in the more uſual Characters of Speech. He would 
bave made no more Exception at a Picture, than 
at a Poem in Praiſe of that Holy Prophet; and I 
queſtion: not but thou equalleſt him in the fame In- 
aiterenge... EE. 55 „„ 
I could not fo eaſily procure the true Picture of 
John, ſurnamed the Vafer; but here I will give 
thee a ſhort Hiſtory of his Life. This was a fa- 
mous Prophet, who lived in the Days of the Meſ- 
ſias, and was of the Race of the Prieſts. His Ha- 
bitation was altogether in the Deſart, for he was an. 
Eremite, and lived in a Cave on one of the Moun- 
tains of Judæa : Some of the Jeaus took him for 
Elias, others for the M://ias, and a third Sort ſaid, 
he was Mahomet, whoſe coming was foretold in the 
Book of their Law, and in the Writings of their 
Prophets, +. 
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But J denied that he was any of theſe, cal} 
ing himſelf in Modeſty, a: Voice or Echo. Hy 
Life was very abſtemious ; for he fed only on the 
Tops of Plants and wild Honey, drinking nothing 
but Water of the Fountain which.ran by the Side $ 
his Cave; and his Body was only covered with t 
bb 1 Camel's Hair, uſing a leathern Thong fort 
JVVJV%%%½( h 
To that ſolitary Reſidence of his there was prey 
Reſort of People from. Jeraſalem, and the Cities 
round about; for thz Fame of his Sanctity bad ſpread 
through all Palefline and Syria, © 
He waſhed all his Diſciples with his own Hands in 
3 Waters of Jordan, from whence he was called the 
ajtift or Waſbir. He daily preached Repentans 
and good Works to the incredulous Jets; and oper- 
Iy declared, that Jeſus the Son of Mary, was the 
as. That holy Prophet it ſeems was one of 
Fohn's Diſciples, and had been waſhed by hiin in the 
River Jordan. „ | 5 
In, fine, after many Years of | herojek Viitte 
and Piety, Jobs had his Head cut off by the Or- 
der of Herod the Governor of Fud#a, becauſe he 
_ reproved the Tyrant. for marrying his Brothers 
Vife. J —— 8 
Behold theſe Memoirs are the beſt Preſents the 
poor exited Mahmut can ſend thee, when he con- 
ratulates thy. Acceſſion to that holy Chair: Yet 
duch as theſe were more welcome to: thy Prede- 
ceſſor than Gifts of Silver, Gold, or precious 
Stones; for he was a diligent- Collector of choice 
Antiquities, and ſelet Fragments of Hiſtory: He 
was alſo a liberal Patron, and. Encourager of Philo- 
ſophy and all Sorts of Learning. Follow thou hs 
Example, and the true Faithful will be eternal) 
abliged to thee. Thou haſt a fair Opportunity, 
there being, as I am informed, the beſt Library 
thy Convent of any throughout the Maſſulnan En 
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re: And the Dervi/er under thy Government are 


[Pity ſuch Inclinations ſhould want Encouragement, 
whilſt the Infidels are every where buſy in founding 
New Academies, and angmenting the Old. There is 
one lately erected in the Dukedom of Cleve, by the 
Elector of Brandenburg, where the Oriental Lan- 
guages and Sciences are profeſſed. If the Nazarenes 
are thus curious to pry into our Learning, why ſhould: 


i we be remiſs in _— the Knowledge of their Lan-- 
guages and Hiſtories, ſince thereby we ſhall be in a: 


Condition to know their greateſt Secrets? 


in dage Hebatolla, let not the Infidels have any long- 
ter Occaſion to term us Barbarous and Ignorant: 
But remember, That in promoting Literature thou: 
wilt perform a meritorious Service to the Grand 


Signior. | 


Paris, 17th of the iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 5 
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7 Selim Ar Moſel, Venerable Imaum - f 
the Moſch of Sancta Sophia. 


HDRAIS E be to God, ſole Lord of the Zenit“ 

Land the Nadir, Poſſeſſor of infinite Regions, who 

hides the firſt- Meridian in the Palm of his Hand 

The Names of Peru and Mexico are not now forei 

in the Ottoman Empire, eſpecially to Travellers- and 

Men of Science. 

When our Eathers firſt heard of America, they 

bad no other Way to. expreſs ſo, unknown a Part 

of the. Word, than by calling it the. Land of the 
8 — Colden 


Men addicted to the Study of the Sciences It iv 
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Golden Mines, becanſe of the Abundance of that M. n 
tal which was brought from thence by the Se- T 
niards, ſince their Conqueſts in thoſe ' Parts. But E. 
now we are no Strangers to the Geography of tha 
remote Continent. Commerce and Traffick hare OT 
rendered all the known Nations of the Earth famiiu P. 
one with another. And I remember, when I was x ec 
Conſtantinople, the Names of Peru, Mexico, . Florida, E. 
&c. were as common in the Copha Hans, as the w 
Nams of Jnaoſtan, Turguiſtan, Gurgiſtan, or any 0 Will fi; 
, ther Province of Aa. So that a Man would haye 0 
been laughed at, who in ſpeaking of America ſhould MW ar 


have uſed any Circumlocutions, as to call. it the EM. P. 
pire of the Golden Mines, the World beyond the hi 
Great Sea, or the like. W 


Vet we muſt confeſs, our Knowſedge in this Kind F 
is owing to the Franks, who fail into thoſe far diſtant L 
Regions, and at their Return communicate their In. B 
telligence and Obſervations to us; for elle we had fe 
been yet altogether Strangers to. the Hiſtory. of tht L. 
New World. 
It was firſt diſcovered by Chrifopher Columbus 1 iſ 
Ccnoeſe, in ihe Year 1492, of the Chriftians Hcyin. to 
This Man had a happy Genius in contemplating ib di 
Motion of the Sun, and the Frame of the Univerk, 


He was no Stranger to the Extent of our Continenh ce 
and the Situation of all its Parts: He had bet w 
often at Sea, and ſeen divers Regions: and partic n 


larly when he was in Portugal, the moſt Wefny 

Part of Zurope, he took great Delight to walk a v 
the Shore in the Evenings, and a Setting C 
of the Sun. This Cuſtom of his produced various e 
Thoughts in his Breaſt. But what was of moſt In- 0 
port, His Reaſon ſuggeſted to him, that it could not 1 
conſiſt with the Order of Nature, that the Sun, after 1 
he left our World, ſerved only to give Light to he i © 
Fiſhes, or gild the Waves of. the Weftern Occat: t 
Therefore, on good Grounds he concluded, * 

: | nu 
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nuſt be ſome unkown Land, beyond thoſe mighty 
Tracts of Sea, which waſhed the Weſtern Shores of 
| Europe and Aﬀrick.. 


on a Reſolution of attempting a Diſcovery. He made 
Propoſals to the Republick of Genoa, but was reject- 


i | 
5 ed. Then he addreſſed himſelf to Henry VII. at the 
4 Esgliſ Court; where not finding Encouragement, he 


went to the King of Spain, who, -approving his De- 
ſign, furniſhed him with two Ships. He ſailed on the 
Ocean for the Space of two Moons without ſeeing 


Wil any Land, which made his Mariners mutiny, their 
n- Proviſions falling ſhort. They threatened to throw 
he him overboard,, if he would not return. But he 


with mild Words, and ſtrong Reaſons, appeaſed their 
Fury; promiſing to fail dock again, if they ſaw not 
Land within three Days. On the third Day, the 
Boy on the Main-top-maſt ſaw a Fire, and within a 
few Hours afterwards, they came within View of 
Land. 1 e 

When he had made his Obſervations, and done 
what was requiſite in his Circumſtances, he returned, 
i oh the King of Spain an Account of his Expe- 

ition. | WE | 

After his Death, Americus Veſputius was ſent to 
conquer the unknown Regions; from whom that 
whole Continent is called America; but methinks, 
not without ſome Ingratitude to the firſt Diſcoverer. 

It would be pa 4p recount all the particular Ad- 
ventures of the Spaniards in theſe Parts, with their 
Cruelties and Maſſacres: Suffice it to ſay, to the 
eternal Infamy of that Nation, that, according totheir 
own Writers, they Butchered in cold Blood above- 
Twenty Millions of the Natives, in the Space of 
Twenty Years: And all this for the Lucre of their 
Sold; though under the Pretence of propagating 

the Chriſtian Religion. | 
| | | J 


This Thought made him uneaſy, and put him up- : 
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I will not lift myſelf in the Number of thoſe wig 
pretend to be God's Privy Counſellors, neither vil 
preſume to deſcant on Things out of my Reach: 
But the Spaniards have lately felt a terrible Blow in 
Peru; which, if it be not a Mark of the Wrath of 
Heaven, is at leaſt a Sign that the Earth is weary of 
them, eſpecially in thoſe Parts, where they hape 
ſtained it with ſo much innocent Blood. 
The City Lima, not many Moons ago, was all 
fivallowed up by an Earthquake; and Calao, another 
City not far from it, was: confumed by a Shower of 


Fire out of the Clouds. Eleven Thouſand Spaniardt 


Joſt their Lives in this Calamity : and the Earth de. 
voured a Hundred Millions of refined Silver, whick 


the Lucre of the Spaniards had forced out of itz 


Bowels. All the Mountains of Potaſi, from whence 
they dug their choiceſt Metal, were leveled with the 
Plain, and no more Hopes of Gold were left to their 
inſatiable Avasice. | | | 

I. leave the Judgments of theſe Events to thee, 
who art of the Holy Pine; full of reſplendent 
Thoughts, prophetick fcharif, conſecrated Enit, 


_ Glory of the Houſe of Mahomer. Vet give me leave 


to tell thee, that this Calamity of the Spaniards in; 
part reſembles the Fate of Sodom and Gomorrah, and: 
the reſt of the nine Cities of the Lake. The Inf 
ſay there were but Five. Let them alone. in their 
Errors; it is certain the Muſſulmans have the only: 


true Hiſtory of former Times. Doubtleſs, God is 


- whoſe Inhabitants were in one Hour all turned into 
Statues. of Stone, and are to be ſeen at this Day, as 
a ſtanding Monument of Heaven's Diſpleaſure. Yet 
no Nation is ruined till. it ruin itſelf, as God ſpeaks 


0 


ſevere in Chaſtiſements, when he is incenſed againſt 
a Nation. Witneſs the People of 4od and Then. 
with the Men of the Valley of Smoke, and the City 


in the. Alcoran.. 


@ 3ry Parr, 9 
| © Zan, in whoſe Veins run the moſt purified: 


vl6 

vil plood in the World, pray for Mahmut, That he 
ch: WW nay never turn Apoſtate from God and his Prophet, 
n cor do any Thing which: may hurry him to. an un- 
4 timely Fate. . 3 


Paris, rytli of the 11k Moon, 
of the Tear 1657. 
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1 2a Muſtapha, Baſſa. 

e HIS following Summer, if all Reports be: 


Blood. The general Diſcourſe here is, That the Grand: 
Signior will ſpeedily have an Army of Three-Hun-- 
dred Thouſand Men in the Field; Part to act in Dal. 
matia- and Candy againſt the Venetians; the reſt to- 
be employed againſt the Perfians, the more inveterate- 
Enemies of the Ottoman Empire. | 

That ſaucy Ambaſſador 1/4mae! Bir Couli Can de- 
ſerved the Puniſhment was inflicted on him for his im- 
pertinent Huff, and drawing his Sabre. in the Pre- 
ſence of the greateſt Monarch of the World. And: 
let it be an eternal Precedent to the Envoys of Fo- 
reign Princes, that they may learn a Leffon of Mo- 
delh, when they addreſs to the Lord of their Lords, 
= | "_ by Preſumption, incenſe. the King of the: 

arth. f | 

But it is apparent, this Ambaſſador took Advan-- 
tage of our Troubles: He. ſwelled with a vain: 
and falſe Idea of the Perſian Puiſſance: Beſides, 
they ſay, his Maſter has entered into a ſolemn 
4 * with the Czar of Muſcovy againſt the ſhine- 
mg Empire. And. it is. certainly known. here, that 


true, is like to afford ſome. Campaigns. of 
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two Ambaſſadors are arrived at Fenice from that. Ne R 
tent Emperor of the North; and others are expea i. 
from Perfia to negotiate a Tripartite League betwe i: his 
thoſe Crowns and that Republick, en the Vid. han 
rious O/mans. Hence ] ſuppoſe it was, that the rude s A 
Heretick took the Boldneſs to commit an AQion, 
which all the Eaſt puniſhes with Death. Neither j 
it any Thing to the Purpoſe, what the Chri/tian; of 
theſe Parts ſay, That the Perſons of Ambaſſadors an 
facred: For much more ſo are the Perſons of Soy. 
reigns. And ſo long as an Envoy obeys the Law of 
Nations, in only delivering his Meſſage with Reſpeg 
and Civility, that Law will protect him from all In- 
juries. But if he muſt needs leap over his own Fence, 
and, inſtead of appearing like an Ambaſſador, he vil 
act the Part of an Aſſaſſin, a Furioſo, a Contemner of 
Majeſty, he can expect no better Treatment, tha Wi. | 
what is due to his audacious Infolence : He throw Now 
off with Scorn the Protection that his CharaQa 
claims, and in a mad Bravado courts the Revenge of 
777 ß 
This mae has all along been counted a bold 
Fool in the Court of Pera. He has committed: inc 
Thouſand wild Pranks at Iſpaban, more becoming: 
efter, -than a Wiſe Miniſter of State. Yet his 
aſter ſtil] winked at his Extravagancies for his Fa- 
ther's Sake, who did many notable Services to that 
Crown ; among which, his recovering Candabar 
from the Mogul was none of the leaſt; it being the 
only Town which. commands the Frontiers of Perja 
and the Indies. 3 „„ 
For this and other Merits, Sha Sophi preferred 
both him and his Son to the moſt conſiderable 
Governments and Offices in the Empire; wherein the 
old Man acquitted himſelf fairly to the laſt. But 
this young Buffoon grew unweildy with too much 
Honour, affronted the Grandees, and played _ 
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de King himſelf, for which he had once like to have 
en caſt to the Dogs. But, at the Interceſſion of ſome 
{his few Friends, that Puniſhment was remitted, and 
hanged into Exile; whilſt his Enemies made uſe of 
is Abſence to ruin bim. „„ 
They were ſome of the greateſt Lords of the Court, 
ho bore him a Grudge, and they had hourly the 
Ling's Ear; which Advantage they made uſe of to 
gſinuate fuch an ill Character of [&mael, that he 
new no better Way to be handſomely rid of him, 
han by ſending him on this deſperate Embaſſy to the 
yſterious Porte: Chuſing rather that he ſhould fall 
y the Grand Seignior's Command, than by his own, 
ho had reaped 1 much Benefit from the Services of 
is Father. | „„ | 
By this thou mayeſt diſcern, That the King of Per- 
a is earneſtly reſolved on War, without regarding 
ow his Herald that proclaimed it is received: For that 
mbaſſador deſerves no other Title, who comes not 
ith the accuſtomed Preſents and Supplication ; but 
ith an Addreſs of a harſher Style, denouncing En- 
nity at his very firſt Approach to the Feet of the In- 
incible Sultan Mabomet. 5 | 
After all, it rejoices me to hear, that thou and the 
ther Baſ/zs of the Empire are ſo ready to aſſiſt our 
reat Maſter. For I am aſſured, that from your 
*erſona} and Voluntary Contributions he has received 
Supply of Thirty Millions of Aſpers, beſides the 
onſtant Revenues, Cuſtoms, Tributes, and Subſidies 
f the Empire. This is noiſed all over Chri/tendom ; yet 
ie Venetians ſeem not much to dread the Conſe- 
quences of theſe vaſt Preparations z judging that they 
vill be employed elſewhere, than againſt any Province 
f their Dominions, except in Dalmatia, where theſe 
nfidels truſt to the Strength of their Forts, and the in- 
ccellible Heighth of Rocks. 


But 


* 
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But He that laid the Foundations of the Ez 7 1 
and cauſes it to tremble when he pleaſes, the ſin 
God formed the lofty Mountains, and can level the 
with. Plains to ferve the Followers 'of his Prophe 
Even as the Stones came voluntary te ſalute Ms 1 
divine Meſfenger himfelf; the Trees rouzed then nd! 
elves as out of a deep Sleep, and the Earth ji 
ed on all Sides to the forcible Motion of the Hun 
i pired Roots, they walked out of their Places, u rev. 
compoſed an Umbrella over the Head of Mahn nd 
When he was ready to faint with the violent Hen 
ithe unn e 
Thus 'ſhall the Elements conſpire to aid the T 
Believers: And when they fight for the A con 
againſt Infidels, God ſhall endure the inanimate Beug on 


With Faith and Devotion. Fart 
: Paris, 5th of the 2d Moon, © on 
of the Year 1657. 1 atu 
3 : 1 — 
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To Mehemet, an exiled Eunuch, 4 - 


: Egypt. _ 
: \REPARE thyſelf with a Conſtancy of Spirit be 


T coming a Muſulman, when thou ſhalt underſai 
that the beſt Friend thou haſt in the World is gonev Hal 
Paradiſe. May God grant him the. Repoſe of a Im 
Believer, an Apartment of ſingular Delight. For k 
the brave Solyman I ſpeak of, who.not only deſene 
thy moſt grateful Vows for ſaving thy Life, but bs 
done a Thouſand meritorious Actions beſides, wht 
now crown him with Chaplets of Immortality. ne 


I wk 
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E488 I with J could have been the Relater of better News 
e my baniſhed Friend. But perhaps thou haſt heard 
f his Death already, by ſome Veſſels from Conſtanti- 
ple, and fo it will be needleſs to ſay any Thing as to 
is untimely Fate, or the Tragedies of the Seraglio, 
bd Imperial Ging ted 4722 1 
It ſeems very ſtrange to me, and a Thing unac- 
untable, that there can be no Means found out to 
event theſe dangerous Inſurrections of the Soldiers, 
ad that the moſt formidable Empire on Earth ſhould 
> thus frequently ſhocked by her own Subjects! 
echemet, the Things of this preſent World are a 
rfe&t Riddle, and our Life itſelf is but the Sha- 
ww of a Dream. Thou haft experienced the In- 
onſtancy of Fortune, and that there is nothing on 
arth deſerves a wiſe Man's Confidence: Therefore, 
I may adviſe thee, it ſhall be, to wean thyſelf 
om the trivial Affairs of Mortals. Let not the 
atural Fondneſs which thou mayeſt poſſibly have 
ar thy former Courtly Life in the Seraglio return 
d diſquiet thy Soul. A Man may be happy any 
chere, that knows how to be contented. Nature is 
kerved with a Little; and we ought to eſteem our 
regular Appetites as Foreigners. If our Fortune 
te not extended to the larger Meaſure of our Wiſhes, 
is eaſy to contract and adequate our n our 
ortune. Te Be » 2 RE 21 
Thou mayeſt carve to thyſelf various Sorts of 


elcities in Egyp/, and render Carre as pleaſant to. 
ee now, as Conſtantinople was formerly. Virtue 
Vnakes all Places delightful. If thou art for an 


ire Life, there is Buſineſs enough in that populous 
ty; and Opportunities are never wanting to a. 
an that is ready to lay hold on them. Beſides, it is. 
2 Popular Character of Egypt, That whoſoever: 
Wells in it finds an Employment ſuitable to his. 
nclination. But if thou art Melancholy and Con- 
emplative, in my Opinion thou. could 'ſt not have 
; choſen: 


| 
| 
] 
| 


= riſking State. And 1 would fain learn, When t 


the Hebrew Nation, amounting to ſome Hundredzi 


leaſt Certainty as to the Age of theſe Cages" 
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choſen a Country more agreeable to ſuch N 


i . . 

Were l in thy Station, I ſhould make frequent wil&.:c : 
fits to the Pyramids, and never be weary of ſearch 
out the Antiquity of . thoſe admirable Strucm lia 
There is hardly any Thing made by human i 
which has put me upon more important Studies: 
Diſquiſitions, than the Original of theſe ſtupend 
Fabricks. They far ſurpaſs in Grandeur and M 1 
cence the moſt renowned Buildings of the Greet y 
Raman Empires, even in the Zenith of their moſt fly 


were firſt etected, by whom, and for what Eee a 
For I cannot believe what Jeſapbus the Jeaviſb Hily 
Tian reports of them, That they were built int 
Time of Moſes their Law-giver, and that all thoſe 


Thouſands, were employed as Slaves in the Wo 
by the King then reigning in Egypt. : 
I have peruſed Herodotus the Grecian, Diudry 
the Sicilian, with Strabo, Pliny, and other Writn 
Who have all taken great Pains to ſearch into ths 
Antiquity of the Pyramids : Yet after all their Ti 
vels in Egypt, and their Converſe with the Priel 
of that Country, they ſeem to have received bi 
ſmall- Light in this Affair; leaving Things in U- Wire 
certainty, and not agreeing in their Accounts Wir 
One will have them to be only deſigned for Scpil 
chres of the Kings; another ſays, they were built b Wm: 
Jaſeph the Hebrew, the Vizir of Egypt, and thit 
they were the Granaries where he lay up ver 
Years Proviſion of Corn, againſt the Famine whid 
in his Days afflited the Earth. Thus they dil 
in their Sentiments. And our Countryman | 
Abd? Alhokm declares, That when he was in Eg). 
he could not draw from any of the Prieſts tie 
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r Founders. Which makes him conclude, That 
there was no Memory or Footſteps of their Ori- 

il left am Men, it is probable they were built 
ore the „ 3 1 N 


his agrees exactly with what others of our 
ian Writers, have delivered concerning King 
1-id, who reigned in Egypt Three Hundted Years - 
ore the Deluge. They relate ſtrange Things of 
Prince; and among the reſt, that he dreamt, 
fixea Stars came down from Heaven to the Earth, 
urning all Things with the Violence of their pre- 
rate Fell. Being much troubled at this Vion, 
ſent for the Prieſts and Sages; who when they 
re aſſembled together in the. King's Palace, Alci- 
their Cater, or Prince of the Aſtrologers, told 
King, That a Year before, be had ſeen a Viſion 
ich made a deep Impreſſion on his Mind. For theſe 
:ftial Orbs appeared to deſcend ſo low, as to touch 
Earth, fo that the Stars were mingled among Men. 
n be lifted up his Hands above his Head, in his Dream, 
ep the Heaven from quite oppræſſing Mortals with 
Weight. Whilſt Lu. in this Poſture, ſaid he, 
thought I addreſſed myſelf to the Sun, beſeeching the 
plenaent Odd to retire with all its glittering 7 rain 
Lights to their ancient Station on High. Whereupon 
Sun made Anſaver, When I [ball have accompliſhed 
ree Hundred Circuits, the Heavens will return to 
ir proper Places. DEA 1 f 
When Alcimon had related this Viſion, the King 
mmanded the Aſtrologers to ere a Scheme of the 
ent Configurations Above, and tell him what 
y preſaged. They did fo, and all agreed, That 
Deluge ſhould Firſt overflow the whole Earth, 
d that Afterwards it ſhould be totally deſtroyed by 


re. 
Upon the hearing of this, they ſay, King Saudrid, 
mmanded the Fyramidt to be built, carrying all 
Riches into them with the Tables of the Myſte- 

| rious 
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rious Sciences, and Laws, and whatſoever, vu 
teemed precious and worthy to be preſerved þ 
the General Deſtruction. And the Azxa/; of 3 
fay, that he commanded theſe Wo 8. 
on them. 34 Vp 47 Hr Van 


rds to be eng 


A 


'- ramids,” and finiſhed them in fix Tu 
| Tet” 1 challenge any future King u 
moliſo them in Six Hundred Years, tj 
it be: much. eafier to ruin than to bu 
I covered them with Silks ; lr any 
After me cover them with Mats, 
In thus aſſerting Saudrid to be the Founder aft 
Pyramids, it ought to be underſtood. only of fi 
of the Greateſt; and that the other ſucceeding ht 
ces (perhaps after the Flood,) ſpurred on with Eu 
the only Way to reconcile out Arabian Writers tol 
rodotus, Diodorus, and: other HiftorianPof the # 
who aſſign Cheops or Chemnis, with Chephren, G 
bryis, and Mycerinas the Son of Chemmis, as Founk 
of ſome. particular Pyramids. Whilſt $trabv 1 
Pliny aſcribe the Building of one to Rhodfy, 2 
mous Strumpet, or at leaſt to ſome of her Paramm 
Doubtleſs, there is. great Obſcurity and 0 
fuſion in the Records of the Ancients about 
exact Time when theſe illuſtrious Monuments u 
built, which yet is an impregnable Argument 
their Antiquity; ſince, when our Author aff 
this or that King to have built a Pyramid, andi 
demonſtrates the conttary, by proving, That i 
Pyramid was in Being long. before the Dai) 
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ſuppoſed Founder. Neither can I find any Con- 
rence of Authorities ſo rational and exactly 
ecing, as that of the Arabian, who all unani- 
ſly deliver as a certain Truth, That theſe un- 
ralleled Structures were built long before the 
ood. All which is confirmed by the Egyptian An- 
|s themſelves, penned by thoſe of the Coprite Race, 
ho deſcended from Coptim, Son of Maſar, the Son, 
Banſer, the Son of Cham, the Son of Maß; with 
zom and his Family, Philemon the 7 Prieſt 
ade an Alliance by Marriage, and in their, 
ſtody were the Records and Traditions of the old 
orld. EEE ix TY 
But, if it be granted, dear Eunuch, That thols, 
iſtories are true which relate the Tranſactions of 
e Kings of Egypt before the Flood; what Reaſon 
ave we to call in Queſtion the Fragments of Ma- 
thos, a Prieſt of Egypt; or the Genealogy and 
cceſſion of Egyptian Monarchs delivered by Heros 
us; or the Chronological Regiſters of Egypt un- 
ded by Diodorus, Which carry up the Reign of 
teir Kings to above a Thouſand Years beyond any 
her the moſt early Epocha of the Creation, except 
hat of the AHrians, or the intermiddle Aſcent 
f paſt Ages in the Records of the Chine/e and In- 
tans ? 8 | „ 
I know not what to call it, whether the Cow- 
rlice of the Intellect, which dares not venture to 
zunch into ſo vait a Speculation ; or its Sloth, 
rhich will not take the Pains to unfold and ftretch 
ts drowzy Faculties on the moſt natural Idea in 
he World. It is true, indeed, we cannot without 
ome Fatigue contemplate ſtedfaſtly the Eternal 
xiſtence and Duration of Things. It is an immor- 
al Thought, that can tranſport the Soul back 
rough ſuch an Infinity of Ages. Yet the Pleaſure 
s agreeable to the Undertaking ; becauſe Truth, 
rene as the Mornings in Egypt, enlightens the 
. £ Proſpect 
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Proſpect, and tempts the Mind, if it were poſily, 
to look even beyond Eternity itſelf : Whereas, ik; 
that only confines his View to the narrow Hori 
of particular Hiſtories, is like a Man in a Wilde. 
| neſs, or a low and ſhady Vale, where his Eye 
curbed with the Interpoſition of Thickets, ung 
Ground, and envious Encloſures. For ſuch are 
dark Controverſies, inextricable Difficulties, and x 
fected Umbrages of moſt Writers, who never dul 
peep over eee of received Opinion; ori 
they did, they fearfully or maliciouſly hid they 
Diſcoveries from the reſt of Mortals. I tel] thee, x 
God is Eternal, there cannot be aſſigned an Inſtand 
of Time, wherein the World did not exiſt. For ie 
firſt Matter flows as naturally from his Eſſence, 3 
Light from the Sun. 55 
| Te thou adoreſt any other God but this, tha 


E 
wilt be found in the Number of Idolaters and no, 
dels, who pay divine Honours to certain Mighy Du: 
Angels, Architects, as they, believe, of the Unig 
verie. 3 | | . | ſ 
They behold Houſes, Caſtles, and great Cia ve 
built by Mortals, and at a certain Period ruined oe: 
Fire, Water, Earthquakes, or other Accidents; rs 
deſtroyed by the Effects of War: From hence thy nc 
form a Notion of the World's Original and Cr Ny 
ſtrophe : They conſider the Animals, Plants, aid 
Minerals; that every Individual periſhes in Tine he 
and that even in the Heavens there are ſtrong d. 
ptoms of Corruption and Alteration. Hence they ies 
let Arguments to prove the Weakneſs and Dec WP-; 
of univerſal Nature, which they vainly compare ue 
the Life of a Man, a Beaſt, or a Tree. And as th it 
have their appointed Seaſons of Birth, Growth 
Maturity, Decay, and Death; ſo it is with WY x 


Univerſe. 8 

But all this is Sophiſtry; or, to ſpeak more favou. 

ably, we ought to charge it to the Account : 
e 0 
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U 
1 
Ide 
Fe i 
even 


— 


e SyY at PARIS. 169 


mort Mediation. For though the Individuals of all 
Kinds are changed, ceaſe, and diſappear at their ap- 
pointed Periods ; yet the Species or Kinds themſelves 
remain for ever before our Eyes. As faſt as one Man 
lies another is horn; and fo it is with the Brutes: 
and the Seaſons of the Year in their proper Courſe 
enew all the Vegetables. We find the Elements, 
he Sun, Moon; Stars, and Earth remain unchange 
ble. And why then ſhould we think they were nat 
ways ſo, and will not continue ſo for ever? Or'if 
his be too bold a Stretch, let us conceive them, at 
aft, much more ancient and durable, than they are 
generally thought to be. And if theſe greater Be- 
ge ſhall undergo a Change in their outward Forms, 

e may yet believe their Subſtances will remain for 
ver. 

But whether corporeal Beings are thus laſting or 
do, we have ſomething in us that can never periffi. 
Dur Souls are Immortal, and need not the Embalm- 
ng of Egypt to preſerve them from Corruption. 

Therefore, dear Mehemet, ſince we are deſtined th 
ive for ever in one State or other, let us not fear 
Death, which is but a Minute's Slumber, a ſhort 
Trance, out of which we ſhall immediately awake, to 
ncreaſe our Knowledge and Experience of thoſe 

yſteries and Secrets int Nature, which at preſent, ard 
id from us. In a Word, let us live. like Philpſos 
hers, and then we may hope to die with the famg 

quanimity of Spirit as he did, who in his laſt Ago- 
ies, being aſked by his Friend, here was all his 
Philoſophy now? Anſwered, I am juft entering on & 
ew Diſcovery concerning the Nature of Salt, And 
1th that Word he expired. | 


Paris, 7th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Tear 1657. 
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| at Cynſtuntinople; and if their Effects ſhall be equal 


and partial Addrefſes when I write to the greatel 
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T F the publick Seditions ſhould always continue, 9 
1 be as frequently renewed as they have lately bees 
fatal to the Grandees as has been this laſt horrid My, 
finy of the Soldiers; to congratulate any Man's Ri 
to an eminent Dignity, will be but to flatter him, an 
Addreſſes of, this Nature muſt be eſteemed noQ bete 
than mock Complements, civil Inſults, and faſhions 
ble Sarcaſms: Since at this Rate great Honours ougit 
to be looked on no otherwiſe, but as direct Advanca 
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and nearer Approaches to Infamy and Death; when ec 
Man is exalted from an obſcure P aſtneſs and humbe ar 
Security to the glorious Hazard of à precipia de 
It is therefore when I come to kiſs t he Duſt of i th 
thy Feet among the Croud of true Believers, and of 
welcome thee to the moſt ſacred and ſublime Vica-Wi th 
ſhip on Earth, I draw near with Indifference fuitabl | 
to a Muſſulman, wiſhing thee not more Joy than Say Wi to 
in that myſterious Station, but ſuch a Temperamen Mi a: 
of both, as is due to thy Sanctity and incornyt L 
Actions. In a Word, I with thee a perpetual Immo. 
nity from thy Predeceſſor's Temptations, and fron Mi tt 
his Crimes; and then thou needeſt not fear his M. C 
fortune and Diſgrace. | gl 
Let not what I have ſaid paſs for an Argunetil 
of Diſreſpect and Undutifulneſs to the Heir of Po. 
phetick and Apoſtolick Revelations, the great Pati fc 
arch of the Faithful. I reverence both thy Off in 
and Perſon, yet am commanded to avoid Flatten 
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\ w__ in the Empire. And had not this Injunction 
been laid on me, my own natural Temper would 
prompt me to ſhum that Vice which renders a Man 10 
much leſs: than himſelf, by how much he enalts an- 
other above his dumme. 1 
i have often propoſed to thy Prodeceiior; the mighty? 
Y genefit that would fedound to the Whole Ottoman 
Empire, if Learning were more encouraged, and the 
Hiſtories of foreign Nations were tranſlated i into the 
familiar Language of the Mufſulmans.., 

It is, that: thoſe who are deſtined. to. * all 
Things, and:have' already ſpread their glorious Con- 
queſt. thro' the greatest Part of the Earth, ſhould be 
acquainted: with the Franfactions of former Fimes,. 
the Wars of illuſtrious and brave Heroes, the Rite. 
and Fall of ancient Kingdoms, and, in general, the 
moſt noted Revolutions in the World. From ſuch Re- 
eords our Generals and Military Men may draw Ex- 
amples of Fortitude and Patience, Conduct and Pru- 
dence, in all the Fatigues, and difficulties of War.! 
Our Stateſmen may improve their Knowledge in all 
the Maxims of Policy and Wiſdom requiſitę in Time 
of Peace. In fine, Meni of all Conditions may learn 
the Precepts of Morality and Virtue: 

Methinks it is pity, that we who poſſeſs the — 
tories of the antient: Gvecians, the Kingdoms of Cor inib. 
and the Argi urs: the Common-wealths of Athens and 
Lacedæ mon; the Empire of Macedon, and the State 
of the Jenner ſhould be ignorant of the. Laws by which 
theſe divers Countries were of old governed and:the 
Characters, Lives, and Actions of their firſt Law- 
givers, and ſucceeding Governors. . 

But if thou ſhalt determine, that the Knowledge 
of theſe remote affairs is ſuperfluous and unneceſſary 
for true Believers ; let them at leaſt not be ignorant 
in their own a Hiſtory, and the Original of their Pros 
geattors. . rn 112 
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It is true, we Arabian, have all along taken Cate 


of our Genealogies, every Family and Tribe being 
diligent. to pteſerve the Memory of their Anceſtor, 
and all concur with an unanimous Zeal to. regiſter 
the holy Lineage of Mahomet, the Meſſenger of God: 
So that we can from bis Father AH run up in 2 


direct paternal, Line to Caydar, the ſecond Son of g 
mael (on whom be the Benedictions of God.) We 


are not ignorant how this Caydar (from whom the 
noble Corei's derive. their Pedigree) firſt ſettled at 
Mecca, in pure Devotion to the ſquare Temple, which 


was built by Angels; when he night as well hare 
choſen the more fertile Plains of Mrd/a;' Penſſa, and 


HMria, as did his Brethren Doms, Naplus, and Rel. 
ma. But he foreſaw by his Skill in Aſtrology, that 
the Inhabitants of thoſe Regions would be Idolaters: 
And ſo it came to paſs; for they were in the Num- 
ber of thoſe who adored the Fire. For the ſame 


Reaſon he choſe nor for his Seat Armenia, though 


that Country be renowned for: the Reſting of Noah's 
Ark on Mount Geudis, and the famous City Thema- 
nine, or the Work of Eighty, being the firſt City 
built after the Deluge by the Eighty, who eſcaped 
in the Ark. But Caydar knew that the People of 
that Province ſhould worſhip the Sun, and it was ve- 
rified in the Potterity of his Brethren: Neb/am and 
Maſna. Therefore he choſe Mecca, though a ba- 
ren Country, becaufe: he knew it was the Seat pre- 
deftined to the Elect Lineage, the Generation of juſt 
Men and Prophets, from whom was to ſpring the 
Light of the World, Mabomet, who in Paradiſe is 
called 4 Batrajim, and in Heaven Achmet. 
Cuydar was the only Son of Iſmael who took part 
with E Father, and followed his Example, worlhip- 


ping One God, Creator. of the Worlds, as he had 


teatned By Tradition from Abrabim the Beloved of the 
Eternal: Whereas Nabeyeth, Abhael, Thema, and * 
SEED | re 
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reſt of che Twelve either adored the Sun, Moon 

and Stars, or the Elements, except Faclour, who 
| paid divine Honours to the Tree Betlemer ; and Ha- 
dal and Maſſa, who ſacrificed Beaſts to the Idols Bo- 
hinun and Alxe. 

And as our Hiſtorians have been thus particularly 
exact in recording the Afﬀairs of the Twelve Sons of 
I/mael ; ſo they have ſhewed themſelves no leſs pre- 
cite in relating the. Tranſactions of the twelve Tribes 
which wr 6 from them, even down to the pre- 
ſent 

I do "wot inſiſt on this to dich thee ſomething” 
whereof thou art ignorant; bat to put thee in Mind 
of the Benefit and Advantage, beſides the vaſt De- 
light, which accrues: to a Nation by thus preſerving 
the Memoirs of their Anceſtors ; in which my Coun- 
trymen have exceeded che Fidelity. and Care of all o- 
ther People. 7: ee 

Had it not been for as Induftry of 3 Wed 
ters, the Hiſtory of the whole Saracen Empire, the 
Succeſſion of the Caliphs, with their Wars and Con- 
queſts, would have been either quite loſt this A © 
or at leaſt much depraved and falſified by the 
lice of Chrs/ian and Perfian Authors, both equ ally 
Enemies to the Truth; hy which it is evident, that 
wy Nation -vught -| regiſter their own Tranſ- 

ions. . 

What therefore I chiefly aim at is, that the glori- 
ous Oſmans, who have by their Valour entered into 
the Poſſeſſions and Territories of many ancient Nations, 
might alſo be acquainted with the Hiſtories of thoſe. 
Peonle whoſe | # ands th ey enjoy: But above all I 
wiſh, that after they: have found a Way to ſo much 
Wealth and Honour, they would not loſe themſelves 
and their own Original. 

I ſpeak of the Turks, properly fo called; the 
Deſcendants of the Scythiant, who by ſome were 
eſteemed che moſt ancient Nation on Earth; a Peo- 
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ple formed by Nature for the Empire of the World, 
were never conquered themſelves, yet ſpread their 
Victories over all 4fa. They routed Zopyrio, a Ge 
neral of Alexander the Great: and drove back a hug. 
ing King of Egypt with Shame and Loſs to his ow 
Country: in fine, they were a People naturally juf, 
Temperate, hardy, and endued with all the excel. 
Jent Qualities which the. Philoſophy of the Greeks and 
"Romans could never inſpire into their Subjects tho 
they aimed at it. 

Theſe were the people, 0 Oracle of the Beliercn 
from whom the preſent Turks deſcend. And is it not 
a Shame, that they can give no other Account of 
their Anceſtors, but what they borrow from the Chr; 
frians, who in the mean Time i the Mupſl: 
man with Ignorance and Barbariſm? 

It is for this Reaſon I renew the 0 Requeſt t 
thao, which I often made to thy Predeceſſor, that 
Learning may be encouraged: Let all the ancient 

Records and Hiſtories of the Greeks and Roman; be 
ſought out and. tranſlated, by Men ſkilful in Lan- 

ages, into the familiar Speech of the Ottoman, ſome, 
ar, are already common among the Grandes, a 
Herodotus, Plutarch, ànd others 3 but let not any 
credible. Writer he wantin 

In doing this, thou wile t put a Check to the Scofs 
of Infidels, augment the Honour and Intereſt of the 
Muſſulmans, and leave an immortal Name behind thee 
on Earth; which will make thy Joys i in Fadi 
more ſweet to an an of * | 


] | Faris, 49th of the 3d Moon, 
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To the Kaimacham. 


Il, . & LL Europe, except the French and Swedes, hangs - 
7 down the Head for the Death of the German 
1 q Emperor. He went to the Immortals on the ad Day 

of this Moon, after a long Fit of Sickneſs, and forty 
nine Years Life on Earth. 4 : 6 
Nathan Ben Sadai, Agent of the Porte at Vienna, 
informs me, that on the ſame Day, whereon the Em- 
peror died, the Imperial Palace took Fire on a ſudden, 
and with ſuch Impetuoſity, that a great Part of it 
was preſently conſumed, and the King: of Hungary 
and Bohemia, the Emperor's Son, narrowly. eſcaped 
with his Life. This is eſteemed a bad Omen to the 
Empire; and, without being ſuperſtitions, I can aſſure 
thee, that Germany is in a very bad Condition at this 
Juncture. The Electors are ſo divided on the Score of 
Religion, and their ſecular Intereſts and Alliances, 
that, in all Probability, they will. not with- Eaſe decide 
the Succeſſion. 2 F 
The Duke of Brandenburgh, having united himſelf 
to the Swedes, will not conſent to the inſtalling Leo- 
pold Ignatius Foſephus, the Emperor's Son, becauſe 
that Prince ſupports the Cauſe of the Poles and 
Danes. The Palatine of Heydelberg and Duke of Ba- 
varia are at odds about their private Pretenſions. 
The Duke of Saxony would fain be Emperor him- 
ſelf, or have one at leaſt of the Luth:ran Religion: 
And the reſt are ſo incenſed againſt the Houſe of 
Auftria, that it is thought, none but the Eccleſiaſ- 
tick Princes will vote for the King of Hungary and 
Bohemia. So that there being no King of the Romans 
to claim the Succeſſion by the Laws of the Empire, 
the Throne is like to be vacant yet a while. 

| = 14 | | Car- 
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arrive at this Court, but it was obſerved the Card: 
nal took up a hundred thouſand Piſtoles of the pub. 


tugal. But the Spaniards are preparing more de- 


dom, being ready to enter it with an Army of ſix- 


Cardinal Mazarini, who watches all Opportui. 
ties to aggrandize his Maſter, has diſpatched aw 
ſeveral Couriers into Germany, to my Privately WW .-.. 
with the Electors, and concert thoſe Meaſures which i 7 


will be moſt for the Intereſt of France. And, I tel 


thee, this Miniſter has no ſmall Influence on the Elk., 
For of Colen, and Prince Palatine of the Rhin: 
Beſides, thou wilt ſay, he goes the right Way ty 
Work, when thou ſhalt know that he makes uſe of the 
French Gold'to compaſs his Deſigns. | 

No ſooner did the News of the Emperor's Death 


lick Banquiers of this City: And every Body gueſſed 
how it would be diſpoſed. N 8 

The Portugueſe Ambaſſador at this Court ha 
cauſed” extraordinary Fire- orks to be played on the 
River Seine before the Palace of the King, in Honout 
of his Maſter's Coronation, the young King of Pr. 


ſtructive Fire-works on the Frontiers of that Ring- 


teen thouſand Men to recover the Portugugſe Crown. 
In ſending thee theſe Intelligences, ſage Miniſter, 
J am not concerned for the Infidels. Who dies or 
who lives, 'who' riſes or who falls, is all one to Mab- 
mut, provided the Grand Scignor's Health, Life, and 
Happineſs be augmented: And this J ſpeak as an 
Arabian and true — | | | 
Paris, 3oth of the 4th Moon, 

1 + of the Year 1657. FEE 
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7 0 Raba Aenne Gerietal of the Ot $ 
toman Forces, at his Camp near ow 
eee 1285 . 


THE ſacred Empire of tone Relinvats; 10 beler 
at this, Time with Infidels; Rebels, and He- 
raticks. Here are many Rumours ſpread abroad con- 


1 cerning the Per fians, and the Intereſt they have in the 
b. Baſſa and Citizens of Babylon. They talk alſo, that 
-1 Wy ſome ab NED i T hings which ought not to 


be named, 45 

| God has given 'me 1 * 3 om 1 hear cheſe Dit. | 
courſes with both, but I entertain them with one 
unchangeable Judgment, that they are only the 
Whiſpers of F ame, which has a thouſand double - 
Tongues. . If it be true, that the four Chiauſes + 
who were diſpatched to Babylon from the Grand 
Seignor to confirm the Inhabitants. of that City in 
their Allegiance, and aſſure them of ſpeedy E 
cours, - were murdered by the - diſloyal Citizens; 
I doubt not but it is as true, that- the Plague has - 
conſumed the greateſt Part, of the Red-hèeads in their 
Camp at Aranſacat. What though tlieſe Babylinian 
Mungrels cry, Long live the King of Perfia! The reſt 
of the Empire, with true Zeal and Devotion, pray 
for the Health and Profperity of the Grand Stignor. 
What though the Sultan has ſworn by God and his 
Throne, by the Heavens and the Earth, that he will 
$0 againſt the V enetiaus in Perſon! The Mufti can 
eaſily abſolve him in Caſe of ſupreme Neceſſity, 
whence his Preſence is requiſite. againſt the: more a- 
curſed il ha ſchi. 

Tis probable the Oſnas Monarchy Bay bs muclr : 
embarraſſed by. domeſtick Troubles _ forej 8 * x; 
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yet he that founded it, and is the Conſervator of 
Ages, will out. of theſe. vary Diſtempers and Evil 
produce a good Conſtitution of Health in. the Stat, 
and unc mietete e all Enemies 
In the mean while, the Venetian, are very buſy i 
their Levies at home, and in making Intereſts abroal. 


Courtiers are perpetually poſting up, and dun 


Chriſtendom, to and from that City. They woult 
willingly have all the Buſineſs of Exrepe ſuperſede 
for their ſakes. Every where it is whiſpered there 
is ſome grand Deſign on' foot againſt the Turks, bit 
no body knows what. And I tell thee, France, Spo 
Germany. Poland, Sweden, and the reſt of the Ne. 
æarene Kingdoms are too much entangled: amon 
themſelves to have any Thoughts of meddling wi 
-remote Affairs.. | EL 
The Poles would: have had the German Emperi 
taken that Crown in Yaſalage,. on Condition d 
protecting it from the Swe. But whilſt the En. 
peror was alive, he weighed the Difficulties, and 
.refuſed ſo chargeable an Offer. Now he is [ate 
.cead, and the Empire is hardly capable to 'defend 
OTE? 300516 ODE STR HL i UK | 
Differences are newly riſen” between the Duke 
of Bawaria and the Elector Palatine of Heydelbug 
each claiming a Right to be Vicar of the Empire 
during the omar and they are preparing on 
both Sides to diſpute the Matter with the Sword; 
* Whilſt the King of Sweden ſmiles ſecretly at ther 
Inteſtine . reſolving to be revenged on Grr- 
- many, for the Aſſiſtance they have given to Cafini 
King of Poland. e ee ä 
Ae the ſame Time, the Danes are arming and 
e uipping by Sea and Land, to demand Juſtice of the 
Swedes. Whilſt the cunning Muſcowite ſtands aloof 
amuſing all Parties with ſpecious Pretexts, but de. 
'Hgning only to play his own Game, and _ 
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that Quarrel which will bring him moſt. Booty x 
Prince Ragotſei promiſes fair to the Swedes, but, it is 
thought, will prove falſe in the End. The Coun- 
ſels of theſe Uncircumciſed are full of Treachery. 
They are infatuated, blinded, and know not what 
they do. TP ity 6:4 
The Caſe is as bad in Spain, where the King is 
making vaſt Preparations to enter Portugal, and 
claim that Crown, hoping to make Advantage of 
their domeſtick Factions ſince the Death of Don Juan, 
d: Braganza, the late Portugueze King: Not conſi- 
dering that the French are like to find him Work 
enough in Italy, Flanders and Catalonia; beſides 
the continual Damages he receives by Sea from the 
Engliſh, and the Loſſes he ſuſtains in America. I tell 
thee in a Word, all Europe is at this time in fuch a 
Hurly-burly, that they have no leiſure to attend our. 
Motions in the Ea; every, Kingdom and State. be- 
ing wholly buſied in their own Affairs, and Venice 
can rely on _— but her own Strength. Go on 
then, brave General of the Army, deſtined to chaſtiſe 
theſe Infidels, and let nothing diſcourage thee from 
purſuing the Aims of Honour, and Religion, Let the. 
proud Franks know that there is a Sword jdrawn, in, 
the Eaft, which will never be put up, till it has not 
only cut off the exterior Members, but even ript up 
the Bowels of the Weſtern Empire. 
The Inhabitants of Sicily ate in a great Conſter- 
nation, by Reaſon of a freſh Eruption of Fire from 
Mount #tna, or Mount bell whereby the City 
Catanea; and adjacent Parts, are much in Danger, 
and the Aſhes are; ſcattered all over the Iland. Thi 
Mountain has at Times flamed forth in an extraordi- 


nary Manner from immemorable Ages; and in al! 


Probability, will, continue to do ſo till the Day of 
Judgment. u be „ 

There is like to be a new Quarrel between Francæ 
and Holland, the latter complaining, that they bars 
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had above three hundred Merchant Ships tales 
from them by the French within theſe ſeven Year, 
Dpon which they have ſtopped two Veſſels belong. 

ing to this Kingdom, and Miſunderſtandings encrea 
apace between them. | 

In the mean time, the German Court is pre ating, 
to chooſe's new Emperor His Son is the Perſon de. 
ſigned for this Dignity, if the Electors do not ol 
it. His Name is Leopoldus Ignatius Foſephus, Kin 
of Hungary and Bobemia. He lies ſick of a dangers 
1 wi Diſeaſe, not leſs loathſome than the Plague. 
And now I have mentioned this Scourge of God; 
zit will not be amiſs to inform thee, that in Roms 
| ya Naples, where it has raged theſe eleven Moon, 

and has deſtroyed a hundred and eighty Thouſand 

People, it is not now to be heard 25 Commerce ig 
raſtored; Publick Courts fit ; Ambaſſadors have Audi 
ence ;z and all Things run in their wonted TI 
Yet in Genoa they feel it ſtill, 

The Souls of theſe Infidels are infected with an 
moral Peftilence, and therefore God rains Curſe 
on them, whilſt the Ele& of all Nations are preſerved 
from all Evil, being marked i in the F orehead by th 
Angel. of Health. | | | 
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"LETTER "XV. 
To "MA Hal, . Phyfician. 4 the Grand 


© Seignor.. 


1 8 a Paffage in the Hiſtory of 
| the Firſt Caliphs, which a: little entangles me. 
My Faith is disjointed. Thou knoweſt we Muſul- 
rays believe, that Abu Becre was s the true — 
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f the Prophet: Yet when T conſider, that he at- 
ned the Sovereignty by 1 without the 
onſent of the Maſſulman, I know not what to- 
think of it. . | ; = = 
After the Death of the Meſſenger of God, the 
Inhabitants of Mecca and Medina raiſed a Sedition, 
and took up Arms, each challenging the Right of 
Election to themſelves. When to prevent the ill 
onſequences of this Tumult, Abu Becre and Omar 
immediately came to them; and to end the. Contro- 
erſy, Omar ſtretching forth his Hand to 4bu Becre, 
aluted him Caliph, and, lifting up his Hand to Hea- 
en, ſwore Allegiance to him: which Example ſud- 
lenly prevailed on others, and ſo the Tumult was 
kppeaſed, Vet Omar himſelf ſeemed to repent of 
hat he had done: For a while after he was heard to 
ay, Aſſuredly the Inauguration of Abu Becre-was 4 
ah unadviſed Thing; God avert the Evil which- 
ay. reſult from it. But let it be a, Lau, That if” 
any one hereafter ſhall preſume to do as. I have done, and 
ſwear Fealty to another, without. the Aſent of the 
uſſulmans, he ſhall be put to Death. © 
But that which is of the greateſt Moment with me 
s, that Ali Eb'n Abi Thaleb the Son-in-Law of the: 
Prophet, was not preſent at this Election, who had 
as much Right to the Caliphate, as any of them, if 
not more; at leaſt he had a Right to vote. And 
hen he firſt heard the News, he proteſted: againſt 
what they had done as null and invalid, in regard 
they had not conſulted him. Certainly: Al EDV Ab. 
baleb was a matchleſs Hero, performing Miracles 
bf Valour in Defence of the Prophet When he: 
beſieged Chaiber, a City of the Fews, he. took. the 
Gates of the City from off their Hinges, and uſed. 
them as his Shield. When he brandiſhed his glit-- 
tering Sword, he made. his Enemies tremble. I. 
will ay no more in his Praiſe, leſt thqu ſhouldeſt- 
conclude, I have. liſted myſelf in the Number — | 
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the Kyzi/ Baſbi. What I write, is only by Way 
Scrutiny, Jun diſſatisfied about theſe Things, 
"So when Abu Becre lay on his Death Bed, þ 
called for O:hman Eb'n Apban, the Scribe, and h 
him write as follows: In the Name of Gy 
60 Gracious and Merciful; this is the Teſtimony a 
ee Aůdallab Eb'n Abu Kohopha, when he was arch 
« to the laſt Hour of this World, and the firſt y 
« the World to come.” Then he fell into a Trang, 
while Otbnan proceeded, and wrote the Name 9 
Omar Eb'ro' Chattab... Then Mu Becre awaked, wi 
aſking Othman whom he had named for his Succeſy; 
He replyed, Omar. Thou haſt done well, ſaid hy 
and accarding, to my Mind. Yet if th:u hadft nn 
thyſelf, afſuredly thou art worthy of the Hom, 
Thus Omar ſucceeded in the Caliphate, by the pi. 
vate Order of {bu Becre, without aſking the Co. 
ſent of the Muſſulmans. It looks like . a Contrivac 
or Bargain between thoſe two at firſt. When On 
fwore Featly to A Becre, one would ſuſpet he 
made him promiſe to den eath the Caliphate to hin 
Be it how it will, thou ſeeſt Omar accepted the G. 
vernment on Conditions which he himſelf had made 
Unlawful, when he prohibited any Succeſſion, tha 
ſhould be made without the Conſent of the Muſil 
mans, He was the firſt that was called Amiroims 

menin, or, Commander of the Faithful. 
It is reported, that when Omar was near his Death, 
thoſe that ſtood about him deſired him to name his 
Succeſſor ; they. themſelves recommended Ji Eb 
Abi Thaleh, becauſe of his Relation to the Prophet 
But he rejected him, and committed the Election df 
his Succeſſor to Orhmar, Ali Telba, Azobia, 4h 
Obeid, and Saad Eb'd Abi Wakka. Abu Obeid there 
fore coming to Ali En Abi Thalib, ſa.d thus to 
him, Art thou he to whom I may ſw ar Fidiliy, 
that thou wilt af according to the Book of God, au 
the Laws of bis Prophet, and the Conſtitution 95 the 
— 4 ; »* 4 4 | 40 
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wo Seniors ? Ali anſwered, I will ever ad according 


ay ( 

„ 3 God, and the Law of bir. Prophet; but 
„ the Conftitution of the tæus Seniors, I will folloau 
| by; Counſel. Then 4bu Obeid going to Orhman, 


zid the ſame Words: And Othman promiſed to per- 
orm all that they required, So they choſe Othman 
o ſucceed Omar in the Caliphate. He was accuſed. 


Ak too great Partiality to thoſe of his Blood; for he 
ne ecalled Hacem Ebne' At Eb'n Omaih, whom the 
: (MF rophet had baniſhed. He gave him allo! a hundred 
and houſand Aſpers, and to Abaella Eb'n Chaled; he 
ſr; ve Forty Thouſand. They taxed him alſo with. 
le Pride, in that he ſat on the higheſt Seat of the Pro- 


phetick Throne, where none but the holy Prophet 
himſelf bad ever ſate: For Abu Becre in Reverence to 
he Meſſenger of God ſat one Step below it, and 
Omar two. So that the Arabian, being incenſed at 
Othman's Arrogance; end other Vices, took up Arms, 
ind killed him. Then ſucceeded 4/7, 
I rehearſe this Hiſtory to thee, that thou mayeſt 
know the particular Grounds of my Diſſatisfaction, 
and give me thy Opinion in this Matter. Fot, if 
AJ Becre, Omar, and O:bman were unlawfully; lifts 
ed to the Caliphate; it follows, that they were Uſurp- 
ers, and Hali the only true Succeſſor of the Prophet. 
And, if this be granted, then we have no Reaſon 
to curſe the Perfians, who are the Followers of Hali. 
God knows which is in the Right, We or They. 
We are all the Diſciples of the Prophet, and believe 
in the Unity of the Divine Eſſence. God. bleſs Ma- 
homet our Law-giver. with all thoſe of his Houſe:. 
God bleſs Mahomet our glorious Sultan: In fine, God 
bleſs thee and mee oro t 


Paris, 15th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1657. | 


182 LsTTers Writ y 


the Kyzi/ Baſbi.. What I write, is only by we d 
Scrutiny, being diſſatisfied about theſe Things. 
"$0. when Au Becre lay on his Death Bed, ; 
called for Otbman Eb'n Aphan, the Scribe, and hi 
him write as follows: “ In the Name of Gy 
« Gracious and Merciful ; this is the Teſtimony 
. Abdallah Eb n Abu Kohopha, when. he was arri 
« to the laſt Hour of this World, and the firſt 9 
e the World to come.“ Then he fell into a Trang, 
vhile Ozhman proceeded, and wrote the Name of 
Omar EPro'l Chattab... Then Mu Becre awaked, ui 
aſking Otbman whom he had named for his Succeſi, 
He replyed, Omar. Thou haſt done well, ſaid by 
and accarding, to my Mind. Yet if th:u hadft nnd 
#byſelf, afſuredly thou art worthy of the Hom, 
Thus Omar ſucceeded in the Caliphate, by the pi. 
vate Order of bu Becre, without aſking the Con 
ſent of the 'Muſſu/mans. It looks like a Contrivanc 
or Bargain between thoſe two at firſt. When On 
fore Featly to Abu Becre, one would ſuſpect he 
made him promiſe to bequeath the Caliphate to hin 
Be it how it will, thou ſceſt Omar accepted the Gy 
vernment, on Conditions which ke bimſelf had tk 
755 Jalawful; when he prohibited any Succeſſion, that 
ſhould be made without the Conſent of the Muſil 
mans, He was the firſt that was called Aniro li- 

menin, or, Commander of the Faithful. 
It is reported, that when Omar was near his Death, 
thoſe that ſtood about him deſired him to name hi 
Succeſſor ;. "they. themſelves recommended li Er 
Abi Thaleh, becauſe” of his Relation to the Prophet. 
But he rejected him, and committed the Election d 
his Succeſſor to Orhmayn, Ali Telba, Azobia, Ali 
Obeid, and Saad Eb'd Abi Wakka. Abu Obeid ther. 
fore coming to Ali Eb'n Abi Tbaleb, fad thus to 
him, Art thou he to whom I may ſw ar Hidilih 
that thou wilt ad according to the Book of God, and 
the Laws of bis Prophet, and the Conſtitution Wy the 
. 3} * 9554 43 A , 4 
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wo Seniors ? Alianſwered, I will ever act according 


vay of 
7 %% Book of God, and the Law of his; Prophet; but 


d, ML; 7 the Conflitution of the tus Seniors, I will follow 
d bis ry e Counſel. Then Abu Obeid going to Othmar, 
Col aid the fame Words: And Othman promiſed to per- 
orm all that they required, So they choſe Ot hman 


rio ſucceed Omar in the Caliphate.: He was accuſed 
of too great Partiality to thoſe of his Blood; for he 
recalled Hacem Ebmo'l As: Eb'n Omaih, whom the 


e of Prophet had baniſhed He gave him alſo! a hundred 
, {Thouſand Aſpers, and to Abdella Eö'n Chaled; he 
ſor; gare Forty Thouſand, They taxed him alſo with. 
I, Pride, in that he ſat on the higheſt Seat of the Pro- 


phetick Throne, where .nane but the holy Prophet 
himſelf had ever fate: For Abu, Becre in Reverence to 
the Meſſenger of God ſat one Step below it, and 


'o- Omar two. Soi that the Arabians being. incenſed at 
nce O- mas Arrogance; end other Vices, took up Arms; 
and killed him. Then ſucceeded Alm.. 
be I rehearſe this Hiſtory to thee, that thou mayeſt 
in, know the particular Grounds of my Diſſatisfaction, 
0) and give me thy Opinion in this Matter. For, if 
d: % Becre, Omar, and O:hman were unlawfully: lift» 


ed to: the Caliphate; it follows, that they were Uſurp- 
ers, and Hali the only true Succeſſor of the Prophet. 
And, if this be granted, then we have no Reaſon 
to curſe the Per ſians, who are the Followers of Hali. 
God knows which is in the Right, We or They. 
We are all the Diſciples. of the Prophet, and believe 
in the Unity of the Divine Eſſence. God. bleſs Ma- 
bemet our Law-giver. with all thoſe of his Houſe: 
God bleſs Mahamet our glorious Sultan: In fine, Gd 
bleſs these and m!!! „ l. 


Paris, 15th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 
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and drive both Greets and Muſſulmans out of tit 


. 


70 Cara Muſtapha, Baſſa. 
4 ＋ che Notices whichIrodeine from Conf ne 


D dle, it appears that the Ground of all the py 
| lick Diſcontents in that City, is the Veneianm ( tl 
queſts and Poſſeſſion of Tenedps: As if the Pg 1 
oſe 


thought that Iſland would prove as fatal now tod 
 Muſſulmans,..as it was formerly to old Troy, when ty 
Grecians under the Conduct of Agamemnon pitch 
their firſt Camp there, to recover Helena the fin 
Woman of Greece, whom Paris the Prince of 2 
had raviſned from her Huſband's Embraces. 
That Rape was fatal to the Trejaas For, th 
ten Years War, their City was taken by Stratagei 
and burnt to Aſhes : Their Princes and Nobles ede 
all ſlain, or carried away Captives by the victorou 
Greeks. Only Aneas faved his Father alive, carryin 
Him on his Back out of the: Flames, and with fone 
other Commanders eſcaped to Sea in: ſuch Veſſel 
they found ready. The Hiftory of all his Adventuta 
is too tedious for a Letter. Suffice it to ſay, that, af 
many Voyages from one Region to another, at laſt he 
landed in Italy, where he and his Company ſettled. 
And from them the Venetian, with other People of 
Europe, derive their Original. 
- *Tis- this makes the preſent Poſſelion of Tem 
db appear as am ill Omen, in the Eyes of the Super 
ſeitious: As if thoſe- Relicks of ancient Troy wert 
now come to recover the Habitations of their Fathers 


Empire. n = a 3 
But theſe are only Chimæras and Dreams; for 

when a Nation is once diſplanted from the Native 

Seat, they ſeldom or never take Root there 459. 


ſides, who knows whether the Venetian deſcend 
om Troy or no? It is true indeed, if Hiſtorians 
deak Truth, that Æneas failed into /aly,' two Years 
fter the Burning of Troy: It is probable alſo, that 
> built Lawinium; as Padua is aſcribed to Antenor 
ne of his Captains. But where is the Conſequence, 
dat the Venetian ſhould therefore be the Off-ſpring 


ze French Fre the Poſterity of the Moors, becauſe 
joſe Africans once ſeated themſelves in Spain. For 
| ſo independent are the States of Haly one of ano- 
er, and their Inhabitants. of as different Genealo- 
es, as are theſe two potent Kingdoms, with the 
z2ople that dwell in them. © + 

And now the Trojan War is in my Mind, I can- 
dt but ſmile at the egregious Folly of 4jax, the 


= > 2. & ET 


„ 7 


e Grecian Army, a huge, brawny, Giant-like Fel- 
W, that had performed Prodigies of Strength and 
alour in combating the Trojans, and yet at laſt 
Il upon his own Sword and killed himſelf, becauſe 


S © 


— 
Cres 


jax claimed as his Right, in Reward of his merito- 
dus Services, and the many Scars he had received. 
ut Ulyes over-ruled the Council of War which 
as called on Purpoſe to decide the Quarrel, and 
dt the Shield himſelf. For being a cunning 
auſible Fellow, he pleaded, that though the Cous 
ge and brave Actions of Ajax deſerved all due 
onour and Acknowledgement; yet the Surprize 
Troy, and ending the War, was only owing 

his Wit and Contrivance, who deluded the 
Fojans with a Wooden Horſe, in the Belly of 
hich lay a Detachment of armed Men ; and theſe, 
ter the Horſe was admitted into that City, came 
t of their Neſt in the Dead of Night, _— 
Tue 
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f theſe hergick Fugitives? They may as well ſay, 


dn of Te/amon. This was a great Commander in 


> could not have his Will of Uly/s; and all about 
old ruſty Buckler, taken from the Enemy, which 


— — — — — — — 


Fire to the Horſe, opening the Gates alſo to ih 


If the Venetians could invent ſome ſuch Str 
gem, perhaps there would be Danger of their tals 
ing Conftantinep/e, but till then, illuſtrious Baſſ 
there is no Reaſon te fear theſe Infidels. Beſides 
will be very eaſy to diipoſſeſs them of that omingy 
Iſland, and ſo diſſipate the Charm which has be 
witched the ſeditious Rabble. But I Wbuld count 
that it be attempted in Time, before the Venen 
are got into the H. Ileſpont with their Navy: I 
there is no Succeſs. againſt theſe Infidels by da 
That Element, it ſeems, is the Wife of the Duke 
Venice; being eſpouſed with a Ring and other fr 
lemn Ceremonies, on a certain Feſtival of the Naw 
FEeRES.. „ | ry 44-9904 > | 
One would think alſo, that the Exgliſb had may 
ſucceſsful Love to the Sea; for their Navies are a 
ways proſperous. We have freſh News come in of a 
Encounter between them and the Spaniſb-I el. li 
Fleet, near the Iſland of Tenerif, wherein there wen 
Seventeen of the Spaniſb Ships ſunk and burnt, ad 
among them were five. great Galleons. They tod 
from them an immenſe Freafure of Gold and vie 
with other coſtly Merchandiſe. - il 
The French Court rejoices mightily at this Explat 
not in any real Love to the Engliſb, but in Hatred 
the Spaniards. For between theſe two Nations the 
ſeems to be an irreconcileable Antipathy. Bekes 
the French have Reaſon of State for their Joy, bei ious 
in League with the E-g/ Commonwealth. . 
That which renders this Victory the more 1 
markable, is, that it was obtained in a Spaniſh Hi 
bour, the Port of Santa Crux in Teneriff, Ei 
one extols the Exgliſb Commander for a very bi 
Perſon, his Name is Blake. I am the more ft 
ticular 1n this Relation, becauſe thou art 5 ** 
ö , N a 2 : al * 
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zrine Affaire, having had the Command of the 
rincible Ottoman Amado. | 
There is a Poſt newly come in from Germany; who 
farms us, that the King of Sweden and Prince Ra- 
ei have taken the ſtrong Fort of Breezki Litenſti 
om the King of Poland. 

The Portuguexe Amhaſfador at this Court preſſes 
je King with · much Earneſtneſa to ſend Aids to his 
after, in regard the Spaniards are actually entered 
to Portugal, and have taken Olivenza, a Ci ity « of 
dat Kingdom. r 
formerly acquainted the Miniſters of the Divon, 
at the King of Sp2in had cauſed all the People of his 
ingdom to be numbered: Now I tell thee farther, 
hat in order to carry on the War effectually againſt 
rtugal, this Monarch has commanded the fifth Man 
every Family to take up Arms, and follow the Cam- 
aign. At which Rate, they ſay he will have an Hun- 
ed thouſand Men in the Field. 

In the mean time, all the Diſcourſe here at prefent 
, concernin be Siege of Montmeli, a very ſtrong 
lace in Flan It was inveſted by the French Ar- 
y on the 1 th, of this Moon, under the Command 
f the Mareſchal de Ia Ferte Seneterre. 

| France has ſent a great many brave Generals into 
he Field this Summer; and F perceive, the Baffas 
f the Ottoman Empire are not like to tarry at Home. 
od inſpire thee, and thy Equals, with a Reſolution 
rhich knows no Medium er Victory and a mr 
lous Death. 


Paris, 26th of FY 6th inan, 
Y OY C 
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To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vie 
\ . -—- , - 


o 


— 


THE Beginning of thy Letter ſurprized me il 
1 Wonder, when I read. that a Chiaus from y 
| Grand Signior, the Sovereign of, Sovereigns, Tod 
Three Empires, and Five and Twenty Kingdan 
ſhould have the Diſhonour, not to find Admittay 
within the Walls of Vienna: and that in a Tin 
when the Germans have no Reaſon to provoke 
Foreign War, being ſufficiently embarraſſed with ) 
meſtick Troubles. But when I read farther, and ps 
ceived, That no Ambaſſador, not even of the Ch 
an Princes, has any more Privilege at this Jundig 
and that it is an eſtabliſhed Law of the Empire, th 
to reverence the Majeſty of their deceaſed Soveran 
and conſult the Safety of the next Election; I cel 
to reſent this any longer as an Indignity to our g 
Maſter, and only concluded it to be ſome Myſtend 
— rex. 7 
It is an Argument of profound Reſpect to the lt 
| Fin Ghoſt, that the Churches are all. hung wit 
Mourning throughout the Hereditary Dominions, al 
that no Muſick is permitted either in the Temples 
elſewhere ; no Jollity or Mirth, till the Funeral Ob 
_ Quies are performed, and the Body of Cz/ar is or 
figned to the Place of its everlaſting Repoſe. 
As to the Quarrel between the Duke of Bavaria ul 
Prince Palatine about the Vicariate, there is Ml 
| to be ſaid on both Sides: And it ought to be à In 
indifferent to thee and me, which of theſe two gil 
the Victory. Yet for the ſake of Truth I willt 
thee in ſhort what I have collected out of the Joi 
nal of Carcoa, thy Predeceſſor, and out of other Vi 


| Pairs, 28 they came to my Hands. 


if 
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It appears then, that by the Golden Bull of 
harlen IV. this Dignity. was declared inherent in 
e palatinate Family, iti the Right of their Poſſeſſion 
that Principality 3 and that it has been ſo for ma- 
| Ages, even before there were any Electors eſtar 
hed in the Empire. Fis upen this Ground the 
eſent Elector Palatine claims it; | But on the other 


.it is manifeſt, that when Maximilian, the 
; ter of the preſent Duke of Bavaria, was inveſted 


ich the Electoral Dignity, it was inſerted in the 
ſperial Bull, tha tthe V icegerency of the Empire, 
ing an Interregnum, fhould henceforth belong to 
at Family. Yet this Grant .was | again diſan- 
led y the late: Pacificition- at Munffar- And ſo 
> Buſineſs, is left in Diſpute! between theſe two 
milies He of Bawaria truſts to his Strength 
d Riches, being alſo backed by the Ecclefiaſtick 
inces; whilſt'the; other only confides in the Juſt- 
> of his Cauſe; the Right of unqueſtionable In- 
fitan c. VF 
Leaving therefore theſe Grandees to proſecute their 
veral Claims, I'Il tell thee what makes the freſſi- 
t Noiſe in this City, is an attempt which the 
ince of Conde made lately on the Town of Calais, 
Sea-Port of this Kingdom. He had received 
rtain Intelligence, that the Governor had ſent out 
e beſt Part of the Garriſon to fortify Arares, a 
ace not far from Calais, and ſuppoſed to be in great 
anger; upon this News, the Prince marched with 
eat Expedition, deſigning to ſurprize Calais by 
ight. But he was diſcovered before he came near 
em; and the Inhabitants, taking up Arms, appeared 
i the Walks and Ramparts to welcome him, ſo that 
was forced to retire again with the the Loſs of near 
thouſand Men. e — 
Here are two Men come out of England, that 
Hu etend to be Prophets, foretelling the Downfal of 
e Pope, whom they call. Autichriſi, a Beaſt, a Dra- 
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gon, and I know not how many other Titles, : ( 


of them is gone to Rome, to tell the Holy Rade 
Bis Face whats: like to befal him. The French Ci 


— Don them as Madmen; and no body can ef 
2 m Senſhi: if they go to Rome, where they vilig 
ſliably fall into the Hands of the Inquiſition; whi 
thou-knoweft is a Hell upon Earth. Thy Brojy 
Adonai ſelt the ſmart of it, only for two or tn 
Words uttered in Contempt of their Religion; u 


though he was not condemned to Death, yet heh 


fered a; tedious Impriſonment; till, at length, tf 
Plague releated him both from mae? and the Chay 


of this mortal Life. : 


or if Nathan, if he had died by the Stroke of the fu 


cutioner, or by Fire, the common Death of thoſe wh 


rail at the Roman Faith, I could not pronounce hint 


Martyr, unleſs it were to his own Folly. and u 
fince he was not placed there ta make Proſelytes, cite 
te the Law of Maſes, or Mahomet : but to peneum 
into the ſecret Tranſactions of the Followers of 5% 

Thy Buſineſs is the ſame at Vienna; purſue thi 
with Alacrity, and n en Py. thee from 


Adverſity. a 


Paris, gth of the 755 Mee, 


| Ni doo oe Terr. pus: 1 
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LETTER XVII. 
T 0 Melec Amet. 


Welcome thy Return to FE Earth again: Fol 
appears by the Letter, that thou haſt been in th 
other World. *Twere-to be wiſhed thou would 
favour the Living with a Journal of thy Travels 


Obſervations among the Dead. T hoſe Regions - f 
en 


2 Srx af PIA. "= 
nce would afford Matter of Noiſe enough to Mor- 
als, that are always greedy of Foreign News. Per- 
aps if thou wouldſt communicate the Nemarks thou 
laſt made during that Ramble of thy Soul, we might 
nd out ſome Method of Correſpondence between 
ur World and that inviſible State. We might con- 
tive a Way to ſend Diſpatches tp our Friends, and 
receive their Anſwers again. Or at leaſt we might 
pake ſome uſeful Diſcoveries in that Empire of Sha= 
lows. . ien, , BEV 

But tell me ſeriouſly, doſt thou think it was any 
nore than a Trance or Dream that has happened to 
hee? Such as frequently fall out in melancholy: 

onſtitutions. I once informed Cana Hala the Phy- 
ician of ſuch an Accident as this not far from Paris. 
It was of a Man that had lain five and thirty Hours 
s Dead, in all human Appearance, and ſo given 
wer by the Phyſicians: Vet after that Period, 
ecovered his Senſes again, and told ſtrange Things 
o thoſe that were about him. *Surely - theſe. are but 
he Slumbers of the Soul; and Death itſelf is but a 
deeper Sleep, when it cauſes the Diſſolution of the 
Body. Doubtleſs, Men awake again in ſome other 
Active State. For as a Flame of F ire is equally diſ- 
poſed to embody itſelf in the Fat of Fleſh or Fiſh, in 
Dyl, Wax, Sulphur, or any proper Vehicle; and, as 
don as it is extinguiſhed in ane, will readily tranſ- 
ate it{elf ſucceſſively to all the reſt, if they be within 
the Sphere of its Activity (as the Wefers Philoſopher 
peaks: ) So is the Spirit or Flame of Life always in 
a Poſture of Tranſmigration. For ought we know, 
he that is a King this Hour may be a Peacock the next, 
and within a few Days be ſerved up at his Succeſſor's 
Table, as a Royal Diſh. Pech. i 

But not to inſiſt too much on theſe Secrets, I will 
relate to thee a Paſſage, not unlike that thou haſt ex- 


— 1 


perienced. 


1 


he 


195 LeTTERS Writ by | 
It is recorded in the Writings of an anthenjgh 
Pen, the Manuſcript of an ancient Arabian, Thy 
A Raßbid, Emperor of the Faithful, had many fg 
mous. Phyſicians about him; among the reſt, þ 
highly eſteemed. Ae En abali, an Indian, iu 
recovering: one of his near Kinſmen, out of fichy 
Condition as I ſuppoſe thou haſt been in. Thy 
Kinſman was very dear to the Emperor, who yy 
ſitting at a Feaſt, when News was brought him thy 
he was dead. The Emperor, extremely troubled g 
hear this, burſt forth into Fears,  and-: cauſed: the 
Table to be taken away. Then Jaafer Eb'n Yah 
one of his Confidents, 1mmediately.defired that Sal; 
the Indian Phyſician, might viſit the Corps of his del 
Relation; who went accordingly, and having fel 
his Pulſe, and conſidered him well, he returned to the 
Emperor, and ſaid, ** Ceaſe to mourn, my Lad 
4 Commander of the Faithful: For if this Man by 
4 dead, and I do not reſtore him to Life again, my! 
* be divorced from all my Wives for ever. 

He had ſcarce made an end of ſaying this, when: 
ſecond Diſpatch came to the Emperor from thoſe who 
were about his Kinſman, aſſuring him, That he wa 
really departed this Life, - 

Then Al Raſhid began to curſe the Indians, and 
their Ignorance. But Saleh perſiſted in his Aſſertion, 
erying out with ſome Vehemency, ge not incredw 
& Jous, O Emperor of the Faithful, nor ſuffer thy Kink 
« man to be buried, till I have been with him again: 
«© For aſſuredly he is not dead, I will ſhew you ſome 
&« thing that is admirable.” AP Raſhid, pacified witl 
theſe Words, took Saleh along with him to viſit tht 
ſuppoſed dead Perſon. © | FR 

As ſoon as they came into the Chamber, the Ir 
dian took a Needle, and thruſt it between the Nil 
and the Fleſh;of his Left Thumb. Then the Entrance 
ſnatched up his Hand toward his Mouth. At which 
Saleh as out, Now, my Lord, comfort your- 


3 


COSI SPIN! - ay 


%, for din Men uſe not 40 be fegt de NP ait. Af. 
1 4 1 he blew 192 Podder ite li Nes 3 upon 
1 hich. in a few Minutes the Patient ſneezed; and 


tting upright in his Bed, ſpoke to 4 Raſhid, kiſs- 
ing alſo his Hand. The Emperor aſking him, Hoc 
be found himſelf: He replied ; Benefa&#or' of Man 
ind, I baue bin in the feneeteſt Sleep that ever J re- 


ber fall on me in my Lia. Ouly Ldreamed that & 
1s cane and bit me by my Lat J Bumb, the Pain of 
Bh vated me. With that he ſhewed him the 
be Mark of the Needle and the Blood; adding, Surely 
Fn it was no Dream, but a Truth, for I feel it yet. The 


Emperor was extremely pleaſed with his Indian Phy- 
fician, and did him great Honour. His Kinſman alſo, 


bis, and was made Governor 
lied, and was buried. 

The Eaftern Phyſicians have been famous in all 
Ages, and are now much in Eſteem among the 
ranks, who addict themſelves to ſtudy the Sciences: 
Here are ſome very earned Phytficians in theſe Parts, 
and not a few ignorant ones, who ſerve, as Foils to 
Iſet off the Luſtre and Fame of the others. Every 
Province and City in France ſwarms with them; and 


hey all find Employment either to kill or cure. The 


of Egypt, where he 


on 
1 i azarenes live very intemperately, and fall into a- 
of WF undance of Diſeaſes, whereof the Zaft is wholly, 
Wk gnorant: Therefore iti:is neceſſary for them to be 
* ell ſtocked with PThyſielans Vet it was ſatyrically 


dbſerved by a certain French Lord,; that in a Town, 
got far from his Palace, the Inhabitants were all heal- 
hy long lived Men, till a certain Empirick came and 
ook up his Reſidence there; for then they began to 
bcken and dye apace. But this may be an in vidious 


ei emark. The Arabian Proverb ſays, No Man is a 
c Phyſician, but he that is born fuch: Meaning that 
- ome are naturally diſpoſed and fitted to this Science. 
t; 


indeed I have known admirable Cures: performed by 


whoſe Name was. Ibrahim, lived many Years after. 


When Parmenides complained of a Pain in his $t, 
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Men who never ſtudied. in Academies, or eould u. 
ſwer three Queſtions in Anatomy; nay, ſome Wo. 
men have a Gift of this Nature, and are very forty. 
nate in their Practices. But when all is wo the 
Beaſts are maſt. happy, who are all theik own Tn. 
Cians by, Inſtinct. $1075 
- Melec, 1 with thee inch a State of: Health 10 * 
no Medicines: But if it be thy. Misfortune to fall ino 
Farmen des his Indifpofition, I counſel thee to mite 
uſe of the Advice given him by a Philoſopher ; who, 


mach, and aſked his Advice, bid him uſe ſuch ut 
ſuch Confections and yas algal The other repi. 
ed, He had made Tryal of them all, and many num 
get found na Eaſe. Ted ſaid the Philodopher, Tos 
Poet, for they gong Have. good ee 1. os 


Paris, gth of the 7d Moon, | 
of vs Year _ : . . 
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LETTER: XIX. « 
po To the Kaimacham. 15 ſuc 


iers upon Gs aps come to this Cir 
with the joyful News that - Montmeli is furs BW 


Alles to the eg: For vhich the whele Body WW .. 
the Parliament, and the City of Paris, the Chance 
lor of the Kingdom, with Cardinal Antonio Bar berii, 
and all the Eccleſiaſticks, went to the Grand Moſch 
or Temple, where Te Deum was ſung this Afternoot, 
with a pompous Solemnity. And now, whilſt Ian 
writing, there is ſuch a confuſed Noiſe of great Gun 
Ringing of Bells, and Shouts of People, that on 
would think it were enough to wake the very 

and make them. ſtart from their — to enquin 
what's the Matter, Ths 
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The Truth of it is, this Place is counted ane of 
the ſtrongeſt in Europe, and the Inhabitants were not 
inſenſible of it when they made their Conditions of 
Honour with the King. And therefore we need not 
wonder at the exceſſive Joy of the French. 

When the Keys were delivered to the King by the 
Deputies of the Town, one of them, in the Name 
of the reſt, made this following Addreſs. 5 

« Sire, We ſhould have had juſt Reaſon to com- 
« plain of Fortune, and accuſe ourſelves of Coward- 
« ice, if we had ſurrendered this impregnable For- 
« treſs to the Arms of a Prince leſs glorious and puiſ- 

« fant than your Majeſty :. Since our very Walls are 
« of ſufficient Strength to defend us, without taking 
« up Arms, againſt a Power inferior to yours, But 
« in Regard it is the Will of Heaven, that we muſt 
« change our Maſter, we rejoice to fall into the 
« Hands of ſo invincible and generous a Monarch; 
[© and we hope, Sire, that your Majeſty will ſhew 
« us the more Favour for having uſed our utmoſt 
« Efforts to conſerve an inviolate Fidelity to the Ca- 
cc N King, who but Yeſterday was our Ma- 
cc ſter. 7 EL AER | 

This was ſpoken with ſo graceful an Action, and 
ſuch a becoming Frankneſs, that the King, being 
mightily pleaſed with them, made them this Anſwer. 
Les, I ſhall always remember that your Con- 
« ſtancy deſerves my Eſteem. And now conſidering 
“you as my Subjects, I will beftow fuch Privileges 
« on this City, as ſhall oblige you to manifeſt no leſg 
Courage and Zeal for my Service than you have 
6“ done for the Catholick King. | 8 5 

And to evidence, that he has equal Sentiments of 
Gratitude and Eſteem for his Officers, by whoſe 
Courage and Conduct this important Place is come 
under his Obedience; the King has beſtowed the 
Government of it on the Lieutenant-General of his 
Armies, who was preſent at the Siege, and was 

„ X ſnot 


ol 
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ſhot in ſeven Places of his Body. They call him the 
Marquis of Vandi. He has ſignalized his Valour in 
ſixteen Sieges and Battles, being marked all over with 
Scars, the glorious Characterifticks of an indefatigy, 
ble and fortunate Hero. ; S 
_ Jt is fit the Diwan ſhould be informed of all ſuch 
Paſſages; not to inſtruct them what to do in. the lil 
Caſes, (for they are perfectly wiſe) but that theſe Ex 
amples may be regiſtered as Spurs to Virtue and May. 
namity of Spirit. For it cannot be ſuppoſed that the 
Emperor of True Believers will come ſhort of theſe 
Infidel Kings, in rewarding his faithful and undaunt. 
ed Slaves. | ; | 
Mareſchal de Ferte Seneterre has alſo had his Share 
in the Careſſes and Acknowledgements of the King 
and the whole Court. 1 | 
This Succeſs has given a great Damp. to the $ju- 
2iards, who begin to retire as faſt as they can from 
the Neighbourhood of the French Armies. .On the 
other fide, theſe are full of Vigour and -briſk Reſo- 
lations, reſolving not to end the Campaign without 
ſome farther Attempts in Flanders. + ; 
They creep by Degrees into the very Heart of 
that Province, which is ever like to be the Stage of 
War, ſo long as the King of Spain has one Town 


left in it. It is a very rich Country, abounding in U 
all the deſirable Productions of Nature. And the n 
People are very induſtrious to learn and improve d 
whatſoever is profitable in Art. All their Unhappi- t] 
neſs lies in this, That they are not able to protect p 
themſelyes, and ſubſiſt independent of one or other t 
of the neighbouring Crowns. So that whenerer ] 


thoſe Sovereigns fall out, theſe poor People are miſe- 
rably oppreſſed with Armies; and in this Caſe their tl 
Friends many Times give them as much Trouble 1 
as their Enemies. Nay, it is difficult to determine 0 
which are their Enemies, and which are their Friends, 


For to whatever Maſter they are ſubject, Gr v 
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their Coffers of Money by Taxes and Contributions ; 
beſides, the intolerable Vexation of Quartering un- 
ruly Soldiers, who commit a Thouſand Inſolencies 
unpuniſhed. | | : 

Poland is at this Time in as bad a Condition, bes 
tween the Armies of Sweden, Auflria, Brandenburgh, 
Muſcouy, Tranſylvania, and the Forcesof King Caſimir: 

The Son of the deceaſed Emperor has ſent a great 
Army to the Aid of that unfortunate Monarch, and 
itis confirmed on all Hands, that they have laid Siege 
to Cracow ; whilſt his Ambaſſador is negotiating with 
the Flector of. Brandenburgh, to draw him off from 
the Sw¾ediſb Intereſt. This is like to prove a War of 
long Continuance, if the Plague do not make Peace, 
which rages in thoſe Parts, and deſtroys many Thou- 
ſands more than the Sword or Gun. The Mzuſcovites 
have combatted with this Diſtemper above theſe two 
Years, the Grand Duke being forced to fly with his 
Army, like. Vagabonds, before this inexorable Con- 
queror, which gives no Quarter. | v 

In the mean Time, T hear ill News from Candiay 
where they ſay the Muſſulmans have, in a late At- 
tempt on that City, loſt above Four thouſand Men, 
with Thirty four Enſigns, and a conſiderable Trea- 
ſure. Theſe Infidels have alſo: taken and deſtroyed, 
this Summer, above thirty Ships of Barbary, and as 
many more of Conflantinople, Smyrna, Aleppo, Scan- 
deroon, &c. On Board of one of which they ſeized 
the yearly Revenue which-comes to the Grand Sei- 
gnior from Scandercon ; and out of another they have 
taken the Revenue of Rhodes, killed a Thouſand 
True Believers, took half that Number Captives, and- 
releaſed Abundance of Cbriſtian Slaves: In a Word, 
they have taken out of the ſeveral Veſſels, which fell. 
into their Hands, an immenſe Treaſure of Silver, 
Gold, and precious Stones. „ 

Theſe continual Succeſſes of the Nazarenes, 
would tempt one to think, That this. War was 
* K 3 Aunjuſtly. 


* 
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unjuſtly commenced by Sultan Ibrahim, and there. 
fore unhappily carried on by his glorious Succeſſy, 
"Sultan Mahomet. Pardon the Effect of Melanchojy, 
benign Miniſter, if it be a Crime to think, that the Ti 
Creator of all Things is angry with thoſe who vo 
late their Solemn Word and Oath. Thou knowef 
the whole Story of this War, and the firſt Occaſion 
of it. I ſay no more. 5 . 


They have a Proverb here in the Ve, That th _ 
Voice of the People is the Voice of God. And tho N 
I approve not the Practice of thoſe who make Uſe of _s 
this popular Aphoriſm to foment Seditions in a State; fa 
yet I cannot but own, there is a great deal of Reaſon abc 
in it, and it may be verified in the preſent Circun- dor 
ſtances of Conflantinople. ne | * 
Thou obſerveſt that the Soldiers are mutinous, and Pre 


unwilling to ſerve any longer in thts unfortunate 
War. Thou findeſt the Merchants, and in general 
all Sorts of People, diſcontented and factious. The 
Avenues to that Sanctuary of the World are blocked 
up by the Venetians; ſo that neither Corn, nor other 
neceſſary Proviſions can be brought in to ſupply the 
Wants of ſo many Hundred thouſands of People In 
2 Word, thou ſeeſt the publick Calamities have made 
them almoſt deſperate ; they care not what they do: 
Peace with the Chriftians is the Word every where, 

or elſe each impertinent Mechanick will preſage Ruin 
to the Ottoman Empire. - 

May God inſpire thee and the other Miniſters of 
the Divan, in this Calenture of the State, to apply 
fach Remedies as may prevent the Inconveniences 
a Domeſtick War, which is always more fatal to a 

Government that a Foreign Invaſion, 


Paris, 17th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Tear 1657, 
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LETTER XX. 


.. 
or, = | 

ly, „ „ PT 092 
th To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 
10- fe er PE Ew de 20 on 

* OW thon giveſt me ſome ſolid Hopes of 2 


Convert. Thy Letter has raiſed my Expecta- 
tion, ſince it is not penned, in a Stile full of Scruples 
and inſignificant Doubts, which would be endleſs : 
Nor yet does it favour of Hypocriſy and Diſſimula- 
tion, as if thou intendeft only to mock me and my 


abounds with very fair Conceſſions, Articles of Rea- 
ſon and Honour on thy Side; only expecting from 
me a true and authentick Account of our holy 
Prophet's Life, and of the Miracles which can be 
produced in Confirmation of his prophetick Office. 
Thou wouldeſt fain ſee if any Thing happened of 
this Kind to the Meſfenger of God, parallell to the 
ſtupendous Wonders which recommended Moſes your 
Law-giver te the World, as the undoubted Oracle of 
Heaven. I proteſt there is no fault to be found in this 
Demand; for it is but Reaſon, that he who aſſumes 
the Character of a Prophet, ſhould be diſtinguiſhed 
from Impoſtors by ſome evident Signs and Wonders : 
yet 'tis needleſs to make an exact Parallel, becauſe 
the Occaſions of Moſes Miracles were different 
from thoſe of Mabommed, the Seal of the 
Prophets. Your Law-giver had a Commiſſion and 
Power given him to work Miracles when he pleaſed : 
Whereas ours declared, that he was not ſent 
to Miracles, but to preach the Unity of the 
divine Eſſence, the Reſurrection of the Dead, 
| the ſoys of Paradiſe, and the Torments of the 
Damned, | Co” 1 


5 r5 5-4 90 0 


Faith, and ſtill continue thyſelf an Infidel. But it 
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| Yet leſt the wnbelieving World ſhould doubt 
the Truth of his Miſſion, from his very Birth his 
Life was graced with many ſupernatural Fayour,, 
His Mother bore him without the leaſt Pain of Bo- 
dy or Mind: and as ſoon as he breathed the Vital 
Air, he ſpoke with an audible Voice, ſaluting ha 
Mother, and adding, I prefeſs, there it only; Ons 
God, and that I am bis Apoſile. He was alſo Cir. 
cumcis'd by Nature, coming into the World without his 
Prepuce. At the ſame Hour, .the Devils were for- 
bid to aſcend above the Orb of the Moon; and four 
Hoices were heard from the Four Corners of the Square 
Temple: The ſrß ſaying, Proclaim,. the Truth is ri. 
ſen, and all Lies Shall turm into Hell. The Second 
uttering, Now. is born an Apoſtle of' your odun Nation, 
and the Omnipatent is with him. The Words of the 
Third were, A Book full of illuſtrious Light is fent 
Jo from God. And the Fourth Voice was heard to 
ſay, O Mahomet, we hawe ſent thee to be a Propbet, 
Apoſile, and Guide to the Warldl' ' © © 
When he was about four Years. old, accomps- 
nying the Sons of his Nurſe into the Field, the 
bleſſed Child retired into a Cave at the Foot of the 
Mountain Uriel to pray: When the Archangel Ga- 
briel appeared to him, and ſaid, Biſinillai rrahmani 
rrahimi, &c. In the Name of God, Compaſfonatt 
and Merciful, O Child greatly beloved, I am ſent to 
aiſelant from thy Heart the Root of Ewil ;. far thy 
Zjaculi tions made the Gates of Paradiſe to fly open. 
The young reſgned One ſaid, the Will of thy Lord ani 
mine be done. Then the Angel opened his Breaſt 
with a Razor of Adamant, and taking out his Heart 
ſqueezed from it the black Contagion,, which was de- 
rived from Adam: Arid having put the Child's Heart 
in his Place again, he bleſſęd him, and retired to the 
Invifbles. CG 1 
From that Time the young Favourite of Heaven 
grew up and proſpered in all Things, w_ - 
£54 e | miles 
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smiles of God and Man. He was under the Tuition 
ef his Uncle Abu Thaleb, who, diſcerning the Mark 


of an immenſe Soul in his young Nephew, was more 


ſollicitous for his Welfare than if he had been his Son. 
His Fortune being low in the World, he had no other 
Way to provide for his illuſtrious Charge, than by 


ſame Tribe with Mahomet, which was the Nobleſt 
among the Arabians. Beſides, ſhe. was very beautiful 
and rich: And there wanted not Hopes, that in Time 
ſhe might become Myhomet's Wife. 


That which chiefly encouraged them to this, war 


2 Viſion of Chadijab, every where talked of in thoſe 
Parts. For the had divulged it herſelf, long be- 


fore Mahomet became her Servant, or his Uncle had 


any Thoughts of thus diſpoſing of him. The Sun 
« ſeemed to leave his Heaven and come down to 
« her Houſe, from whence- he diſperſed his Beams 
« through Arabia, Egypt, Perfia, and, . in fine, 
« through the whole Earth.” This Viſion had made 
a deep Impreſſion on the Mind of Chadijab, and ſhe 
could not reſt; till ſhe had told it to a certain Fa- 
mous Sage in thoſe Parts, who had great Skill in. 
Aſtrology and other myſterious Sciences, and was ce- 
lebrated for the. Integrity of his Manners. As ſoon. 
as he heard the Contents of her Viſion, he aid, 
„In the Name of God, O. Widow, enter into thy 
Bath, and prepare thyſelf with the neceſſary Pu- 


* rifications: For thou ſhalt ſhortly be married to 
*« the greateſt Prophet in the World.” And when 


he aſked the Aſtrologer, What was the Country, Tribe 
and Name of her next Huſband ;. he told her, He was, 


an Arabian of Mecca, of the Tribe of the Corei's, and 


that his Name was Mahomet. 


As yet the prophetick Widow knew nothing of f 


the Nephew of Abu Thaleb. But thou mayeſt ima- 
gine ſhe felt ſtrange Paſſions, when his Uncle after- 
| K 5 wards 


placin f him as a Factor to Cbadij ab, a Widow of the 
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wards recommended him to her Service; and fie 
knew that he was the Man in whom the Aſtrologer, 


Character was verified, as to his Country, Tribe, 
and Name. For Mahomet was the Son of Abyalls, 
who,deſcended from the Bani Aſchim, who were the 
nobleſt Family in the Tribe of the Corei s. Who 
can expreſs her Sentiments, when ſhe ſaw the beau- 
tiful Youth making his firſt Addreſſes to her as an 
humble Slave, whom ſhe believed Heaven had er- 

dained for the Partner of her Bed! With what 3 

Grace and becoming Modeſty did he receive the laſt 

> © InftruQtions and Farewell of his parting Uncle ! Hoy. 

ever, ſhe concealed her Tranſports, and ſent her he. 
loved Slave with a Caravan into Syria, allowing hin 

a noble Penſion. 1 8 | Fe 
In that Journey there- happened ſomething very 

remarkable in Honour of the admirable young Man. 

For at a certain Place on the Road, as he waited on 

the Captain of the Caravan to a Synagogue of the 


Fews, no ſooner had Mabomet ſet his Foot over the 


Threſhold of the Synagogue, but all the Lamps there- 
in were looſened from their Chains, and fell down on 
the Floor. All thoſe of thy Nation that were pre- 
ſent, being aſtoniſhed at the portentous Accident, 
fell at the Feet of the Rabbies, deſiring their Advice 
in this amazing Circumſtance. They having per- 
formed the accuſtomed Ceremonies and Expiations, 
anſwered, It is revealed in the Fraditions of the 
« Seniors, That at what Time ſoever an Arabian 
4 called Mabomet, ſhall be preſent at our Solemni- 
ties, God ſhall remove the Candleſticks out of 
* their Place. It is therefore moſt certain, that ſuch, 
4 2 one is now among us; let him not eſcape. our 
« Hands, left Reproach and Contempt come on , 
* acl,” But behold, whilſt they were buſy in 
ſearching for the Cauſe of this Prodigy, two Angels 
conveyed Mahomet to Mecca, where he ſoon after 
married Cadijab. . * 
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It were eaſy to recount many more Miracles in the 
Life of the Prophet; ſuch as that of the Cloud over- 
ſhadowing him, the Eagle perching on his Herd 
when he was afſeep, the Trees and Stones proclaim- 
ing him the Apoſtle of God. And if we were to 
make Parallels, I think the ſtupendous Deſcent which 
the Moon made at the Prayer of the divine Meſſen- 
ger, comes not far ſhort of that celebrated Diſorder 


on Mount Sina, when your Law was delivered by 


Moſes.” 


If thou requireſt undoubted Teftimonies for Truth: 


of this Miracle on our Side, offer ſdmething that is 


unqueſtionable on thy o.] n. We both equally con- 
fide in the different Records of our Nations, which 


were penned by Men as liable to Temptations and 
Errors of all Sorts, as thou and I, and all that believe 
what they write: Therefore, unleſs thou can'ſt ftare- 
fome more infallible Authority to prove the eternal 
and univerſal Obligation of your Law, than I can 
fo the contrary;; thou Heſt under a manifeſt Diſadvan- 


tage; ſince I profeſs with. our holy Prophet and all | 


the Maſſulmani; that the Altorar codtaiie nothing. 
fepugnant to the Law of Mo/ez, hut ids ent A more 
perfect and compleat Idea of the ditine Will: And 
that as:Mofes. was the —— the Sons of Iſaac, 
fo Mahomet was the Apoſtle of the Sons of mal, 
and the Seal of all the Prophets. 2 7 
Uſe thy o. Reaſon, and rather be of no Religion, 
than in the Number of thoſe to whom it ſhall be faid, 
at the laſt Day, Drink, ye'worſhippers of Oxair, ar 
r en; OO 995 0 ot 2006 


Paris, 10th of the gth Moon: 
e the Tear 1657. 
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LETTER XXL" 
125 Dichieu Hoſſein, Baſt, 5 Fo 


1 18 . 04; 7; Votes 4 


= 5 HERE his been a ede 3 


1 wween the French and Spaniſs Amhaſſadors at 
the Hague, — Precedency. The Occaſion was this, 


one Evenin he French Ambaſſador was riding ina 
Coach, ina Place here the Speniſh- Ambaſſador met 


him in another Coach, and both ſtriving for the up- 
per Hand, they met with their Horſes Heads one 
againſt another; and ſo ſtood ſtill. There Was pre- 
ſently a Lumult of People gathered about them: And 
the French being more reſpected, many. Gentlemen 
came in to his Side with Swords and Biel and all 
Things. ſeemed to portend a Combat. But the Magi- 
ſtrates, having Notice of this Diſturbance, ſent ſome of 
the Guards to keep. the Peace and to defend the Ambaſ- 
ſadors fromany Attempt of the Rabble. In the mean 


| while; ſevernh Great. Lords walked to and fro between 


the Ambaſſadors, propoſing Expedicnts of, Accommo- 
dation: But. iti being; at the very Juncture when the 
French Ambaſſador had received the. News of the 
Surrender. of Montmreli, he would not in the leaſt 


yield to any Terms. 80 that at the leaſt the Spaniard | 


yas forced ato drive out of the Way, thinking it a 
Matter of ſufficient Triumph, that he had Rapper the 
French Ambaſſador ſo long. 

There is a Poſt come in from Deumar l, which 
brings News of the total Deſtruction of Iizchiw by 
Fire. This wasa Town belonging to the Danes, and 
was fired by the King of Sweden's Order. The Dans 
are very unfortunate of late Years ; they make no Fi- 
e in Europe. There is a Period ſet to the Gran- 

eur of every Kingdom and State, and the Danes were 
once very victorious and formidable; but now theit 


Monarchy declines apace, to make Way for the my | 
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y Sea the Dunkirkers, make a great Noiſe: They 
have lately taken fromethe French twenty Merchant 
Veſſels, and from the Engliſb near half that Number. 
But if they have not better Fortune than their Neig 2 
bours, the French will take. their City from them ę re 
long. Eyery,Campaign makes a fair Advance toward 
it, I fent an Account already to: the Kaimachan of 
the Surrender of Moutmeli, one of the moſt important 
Places in Chriſtendom... Now I acquaint .thee, that 
S. Venant, which has not ſo great a Character, yet 
conſiderable enough, yielded upon Articles. This 
was done on the 28th of the laſt Moon. At this Rate 
the French Prieſts will have little elſe to do, but to ſing 
Te Deum for their repeated Succeſſes and: Vicories. 

From Portugal we hear, that Court, to ſecure them- 
ſelves te · better againft- the S haniardi, have ſent to ĩm- 
plore the Aſſiſtance of Moroco and Fez, which is 
much cenſured among the Nazarenes. Others ſay, 
they are only Meſſengers, gone to buy up all the 
Horſes they can get in that Country. 

In the mean while, the King of France is taking 
all the politick Meaſures he can, for the Empire of. 
the Weſt. "His Anibaſſadors in Germany appear. with 
a magnificent Train ef Three hundred Men, and 
they fille their Maſter, His moſt Ghriftian Majeſty, 
King of France and Nawarre, Sovereign Prince in 
Germany and Italy ; which laſt is looked upon as a 
fair Step to the Title of Emperor. © 

The Counſels of the German, Court are not a little 
diſturbed to hear that our invincible Forces are ap- 
proaching towards the Confines of Hungary. It will 
put ſome Stop to the deſigned Election. Befides, they 
cannot agree among themſelves about a Succeſſor. 
The Queen Chr:i/tina of Sweden is come back again 
into this Kingdom, being frighted out of tay a ſe- 
cond Time, by the Return of the Plague. © 
eg hp. There 


' 
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There i '2 Was commenced between the" City of 


Munſter and the Biſhop of that Place; 16 that he ha 
lid a formal Siege to it and preſſes them very cloſe. 


All this ĩs of no ſuch Importance as the News that 
I receive from Conflantimople,. which affures'the; thi 


{ 


the My/ulmanr have 'retaken the Illes ef Temedr; ant ; 
2 31 


| Lemos, tho with ſome Loſs of Menn 


I wiſh they Could ay eaſily drive the Yene#ians out of 
the Archipelago, and then the Imperial City would 
have no longer Reaſon ta complain for Want of 
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Know not what is the Matter, but moſt” of y 
I Friends are of late grown. ftrange to me. They 
write but ſeldom, and then their Letters are full of 
Reſerves, as if they ſuſpected my Integrity: Or, 
becauſe that J am conimanded to inform the Divan 
of all criminal Practices, therefore they are afraid 
to communicate their Sentiments with the fame Free 
dom as formerly; tho on Themes no ways belonging 
tothe State, but purely ſpeculative, and the common 
Diſcourſe of all ſenſible Men. Are you become 
more moroſe and rigid at 5 than you were 
twenty Years ago? In thoſe Days, I remember it ws 
common in the publick Coffee-Hans for Mx/ju/man;, 
Greeks, Curds, and Franks, 'or Men of any other Re- 
ligion, to meet together and vent their Thoughts with 
Liberty: No Man being willing to be- ſtigmatized 
with the Character of a Clown for taking Offence at 
another's Faith, tho' different from his own. b 


6 


4 Sex at Pants, Sor 


Tr was then eſteemed à Point of Gallantry, to fa- 
vour the Chriſtians of all Sects, and let them talk and: 
act as they pleaſed, provided they blaſphemed not 
God, or his Prophets. And they themſelves would 
have condemned any of their own Party, who ſhould 
have been guilty of ſuch an Immorality and Affront: 
to the eſtabliſhed 8 of. the Muſſulmans, and. 
the general Senſe of Mankind.  ' _ 
But why then is the ſame Liberty retrenched now, 
and that among Muſſulmans who are intimate Friends? 
Is it not now as. lawful for us to converſe. with. one: 
another by Letter, or any other Way, as it was then» 
to enter into Dialogues with Infidels : I would not: 
encourage nor imitate the bold and prophane Ef-- 
forts of their Wit, who deny the Being of a God, 
or utter Blaſphemies againft his Meſſenger : The: 
whole Univerſe is an irrefragable. Teſtimony of an. 
Eternal and Omnipotent Nature: And the Alcoran: 
is an evident Proof of the SanQtity and indiſpenſible 
Commiſſion-of our holy Law-giver. But. I hope it. is: 
no Crime to enter into Speculations of Things liable: 
to Controverſy. At leaſt, I will venture to diſcloſe 
to thee my Thoughts, who art the. moſt agreeable: 
of all my Friends. I tell thee, my dear Dgner, it 
appears to: me ridiculous, and like the Quarrels of. 
Children, for Mu/ſulmans to wrangle about mere 
Trifles in Religion, and that the reſigned to God: 
ſhould be zealous for the Whimſies of Men. One: 
Party believes the Alcoran is eternal, another ſays,. 
it is created. In my Opinion, they are both abſurd. 
Aſſertions. The firſt, becauſe- then it will follow: 
that there are more Eternals than One,. which is. 
a-fair Step to Polytheiſm and Idelatry: The ſecond: 
is only an Impropriety of Speech; for we do not 
2 ſay of any Writing, that it is created, but 
8 | 
J can eafily believe the manifold Deſcents of G- 
briel from. Heaven, when ke brought down the- 
. Hundred 
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Hundred amd four Sheets of Science and Faith. But 1 
whether Adam had only ten of theſe Sheets, or one and ol 
twenty as ſome ſay ;. or whether his Son Seth had 
but twenty nine of them, or fifty according to o- 
thers, is not material according to my Faith. It is 
poſſible Edrii had no more nor leſs than thirty, and 
Abrahim our Father, juſt ten of theſe divine Manu- 
ſcripts. Of theſe we are ſure, that the Volume of 
the Law was ſent to Moſes, the Pſalms to David, the 
Goſpel to Feſus the Son of Mary, and the mighty Al. 
coran to Mahomet the Seal of the Prophets. 

It is eaſy for me to believe the Celeſtial Pen, with 
which all theſe Manuſcripts were written, to be of 
fome' admirable Subſtance. But why it ſhould be 
made df Pearls, rather than of Diamonds, or any 
other Jewels, I ſee no Reaſon: or that it ſhould be 
a Journey of Fifty Years; for the ſwifteſt Horſe in 
Arabia to run from one End of it to the other. Yetif 
T have not Faith enough for theſe Things, I will not 
be angry with thoſe that have. Let every Man en- 

joy his Fancy. . 1 i 

But I cannot be fo indifferent, when I hear Men 
tell me, that God has a Body like ours, with Eyes, 
Ears, Noſe, Hands, Tongue, and all other Mem- 
bers, and Organs of Life, Knie, Speech and Motion; 
that he is ſubject to Paſſions of Love, Hatred, Anger, 
Grief, and all the Affections that are common to 
Mortals. Yet thou knoweſt there is a Sect of Muſul- 
mans, who believe all this, and preach it to others 
with great Aſſurance. What is this, but to ſet up 
an Idol in the Place of God? For the Original of all 
Idelatry was the vain Preſumption of Men, who te- 
prefented the incomprehenſible Divinity under ſome 
uncommon viſible Figure of Men or Beaſts. | 

If we muſt aſſign a Body to God, it would ſeem 
more rational to adhere to their Opinion among 
the Sephatim, who ſay. his Body is infinite, uncir- 
cumſcribed, and beyond all Form. Neither is it of 
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any Import, 'that the Weftern Philoſophers aſſert, It is 
of the Eſſence of all Bodies to be Circumſcribed and 
Finite. Since though this may be readily granted 


true of particular Bodies, yet muſt it ever be denied 
of the immenſe and univerſal Body, out of which the 
World is formed: unleſs they will allow it unlimited 
and interminate unbodied Shape, which is more un- 
intelligible and abſurd. Doubtleſs, if the Eternal 
Mind has a Body, it is expanded wide as the endleſs 
Ether, and equally preſent in all Places: Neither 
can this Body be any more circumſcribed, confined, 
or ſhut up in any Place, than the Light of the Sun 
can be reſtrained within a Room, or ſeparated from 
its Source by drawing of a Curtain. For all the World 

is pervious to this infinite Body, which is. altogether 
indiviſible into Parts, even. as that which we call a 
Spirit. In a Word, we muſt conceive it to be ſimple 
and uncompounded, the fineſt and faireſt Matter of 


the Univerſe. | 


But if thou wilt have my Opinion, all this is in- 
finitely too:low;, and narrow an Idea of that eternal 
and moſt exalted Eſſence, that intellectual Beauty, 
which no mortal Eye has ſeen, no Tongue, nor Pen 
can deſcribe; the ſmalleſt Glimpſe of whoſe ineffa- 
ble Majeſty, falling on the Thought of holy Men and 
Prophets, ſnatch away their Souls in ſacred Paſſi- 
ons and divine Ecſtaſies, whilſt their Bodies are in 
the Cuſtody of the Angel of Death. At ſuch Times 
they are earried up through the ſeven Heavens, be- 
bolding all the Wonders, and the Purple Sea which 
divides the firſt Heaven from the ſecond. They paſs 
by the Orbs, where Fire, Hail, Snow and Thun- 
der are prepared, and kept in Reſervatories ag 

P 


the np of Calamity ; being guarded by 
Ve 
dels. 


Next to the Fifth, where are the Angels of 


inft 
irits 
any, who are created to puniſh Infiy 

hen they aſcend to the Fourth Heaven, 
where dwell innumerable Armies of Holy Ones. 
Inter- 
ceſſion, 
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ceſſion. Then to the Sixth, which is the Reſidence 
of Arch-Angels, the Internuncioes,.or Meſſengers of 
the eternal Majeſty, And laſt of all they are intro- 
duced into the Preſence of the moſt ſublime Poten- 
tates and Principalities, who wait before the Receh 
of the Creator in the Heavens above all Heaven, 
whoſe Height tranſcends the Power of eternal Intel. 
lects to meaſure. OTE 4 | : 
O Dgnet, when I have faid all I can, it is nothing 
to the Purpoſe! For no Words nor Thoughts can 
, Feach that Infinite above all Infinity. Nothing but 
pure unbodied Minds can have Acceſs to the Skirts 
and Borders of that endleſs Region of Light. 
Therefore let us not ſtretch our vain Imaginationg, 
nor greedily pry into thoſe: Secrets which for ever fly 
from human Thought: But keeping ourfelves within 
the Bounds of Reaſon and Sobriety, let us adore God 
and believe his Prophet, obey the Law of Cleanneſs 
and Purity without injuring Man or Beaſt; and that 
is the Way, if there be any, to aſcend to the Viſion 
and Enjoyment of that Happineſs, which at preſent 
is hid from us. 5 e 


| Paris, 5th of the 11th Moon, 
e the Tear 1657. 


fe ET TRR AL. 

To the Aga of the Janizaries. 

I Received the Diſpatch coming from thy valorow 
1 Hands, an Expreſs perfumed with Narciſſus, ful 
of honourable Words, and-exhibiting- a Command 

worthy of an Ottoman General. May the Angel of 

Fortitude conduct thee in all thy Expeditions againſt 

Infidels, Rebels, and Hereticks. © Th 
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ce BY Thy Conceptions of the preſent State of Europe 
of ue very proper and lively: Vet in ſome Things it is 
0. poſſible thou haſt been miſinformed. The Affairs of 


u. ah are inconſiderable, when compared with the 
el nore important Wars of the North. That Quarter 
5 s at preſent the Theatre of the moſt remarkable Acti- 


made ſome Noiſe in the World. 


8 But all the Diſcourſe at preſent is, of the famous 
n siege, and taking of Frederics-Ode by the Sweats. 
ut This is a Fortreſs belonging to the King of Denmark, 
and eſteemed one of the ſtrongeſt in Europe. VYet it 


three principal Officers, and about Three thouſand 
common Soldiers; Thirty three Colours; Seventy 


and eighty two Barrels of Powder; Forty thouſand 
Muſquet Bullets; Six hundred Granados; Three 
houfind Pikes, and Two thouſand two hundred 
Suits of Armour. ; | 7: 


their Enemies; and they are looked upon as the only 
flouriſhing Nation in the North, as France is in the 
Weſt. Yet to ſhew that there is no unmixed Happinefs, 
here below, their Intereſt has been much leſſened by 
the Deſertion of the Brandenburg hers, who now ſeem 
to favour the Cauſe of King Caſimir. = 

That Monarch had an Interview lately with the 


EleQor of Brandenburg at a Place called Broomberg ;. 


where they embraced one another, banquetted toge- 
ther, and buried all the Memoirs of Enmity in __ 
vous Compotations : For this is the Way of the Nor- 
thern Princes of Europe, who. live in ſo cold a Cli- 
mate, that nothing leſs than a Debauch of Wine can. 
thaw their frozen Souls, and melt them into an oblige- 
ng Humour. | | | 

As for the State of England, I perceive thou 
knoweſt the Character of Oliver, the new Sovereign 


ons; yet the Campaigns in Flanders this Year have 


was taken by Storm; wherein the Danes loſt Ninety 


ſeven great Guns of Iron and Braſs ; Three hundred 
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of that Commonwealth. Vet I can inform thee, of 
that he begins to change his Temper. There «Ml W. 
Perſons in his Court, who give conſtant Intelligence of 
to the King of France of all his Secrets. And. as the 
exiled Kings of Scots could not ſnuff a Candle ina 
Paſſion, but that Uſurper had Knowledge of it; 4, 
neither can Oliver have a: Dream, but ſome ſpight. 
ful Mercury carries the News into Foreign Countries, 
His Sleep is interrupted with fearful Viſions of Pl 
and Treafons againſt his Life; which- makes hin 
change his Bed five or fix Times a Night. They {i 
he is metamorphoſed from a Hero to a perfect Coy. 
ard. And this is not the Report of the Multitude, 
who take Things upon Truſt; but it is the Sport df 
the French Grandees,. who with well to the Son of the 
late murdered Engliſb King. | „ 

I muſt be irregular in my Method of Writing, that 
I may oblige thee with military Remarks. A more 
particular Account of the Storm of Fredericks-Od: is 
juſt come to my Hands, wherein we are aſſured, that 
it was taken at the firſt Aſſault, which much redounds 
to the Honour of General Wrangle ; and that the 
Crown-Marſhal of Denmark, with many Senators 
and Grandees, fell by the Edge of the Sword, and 
that Two thouſand Captives were driven yoked in 
Couples like Beaſts, as an Augmentation of the Con- 
queror's Triumph. | 


Thou wilt not be diſpleaſed at the. little Coherence 
and Orders of theſe Memoirs, conſidering that it ſult 
well enough with the Subject; for I write a la Can- 
pagne, as the French ſay, and ſo am obliged to enter 
tain thee with broken Detachments of News, from. 
ſeveral Parts, as Occaſion offers. | | 

The Spaniards are ſtark mad, for the Loſs of Mar- 
dike, which was taken by the Engliſb and French in 
the gth Moon, and all the Garriſon ſent Priſoner 
to Celais. They ſwear they will. have this impor- 
tant Place again, whatever it coſt them, The Prue 


0 
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bee, of Conde lies dangerouſly fieck of a Fever at Cant: 
ate Whilſt Don Jobn of Aufiria labours under a Malady 
ence Woof another Nature, being much diſtreſſed for Want 
the of Money to pay his Soldiers. This is looked upon 
ina Nasa very bad Symptom in a General of an Army, 
% The great City Cracow in Poland is ſurrendered 


gu- by the STuedes to King Caſimir. That Monarch be- 
ies, Bi gins to find a Turn of his Affairs; and it is thought 
lots he will draw half the Princes of Furope into a League 
bin Wi againſt the King of Sweden. =”: 

fay It will be of no great Importance for thee to know, 
. that the Siege of Munfer is raiſed, and a Peace con- 
de, I cluded between that City and their Biſhop: Yet it is 
of convenient, that this ſhould be related to the Miniſ- 
the ters of the Diwan, who are the Judges of human 


Events. Beſides, in ene of my Letters, I mentioned 
this Quarrel and Siege. 

| THuttrious Aga, I have obeyed thy Commands, in 
ſending thee an Abſtract of all the meſt remarkable 
Tranſactions in Europe, during the laſt three or four 


Moons. I wiſh it were as agreeable to any of my 
be Friends to ſend me the News of our Armies and Navy, 
Th But I am more obliged to Strangers and Infidels, 
for the Intelligence I have of the Ottoman Affairs 


than to any of the True Believers. Ge 

Brave Commander, may God preſerve thee from 
the common Vices of a Soldier's Life, and make these 
as renowned as Caſim Hali, who was preſent in 25 
pitched Battles, received 48 Wounds, and yet lived 
to the 63d Year of his Age. 


＋ Paris, 27th of the 12th Moon, 
| of the Year 165 7. 


The End of the TüiIxD Book: 
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LEE : Mo 
To Cara Hali, Phyſician zo the Grad: 


Seignior. | 5 


| OST of my Letters to the Grandees f pr 
the Porte carry News of War, Siege, Will - 
and Battles among the Chriftians. Nov | Will be 

will tell thee, who art my Friend, I am at War vin Bil jy 

myſelf; one potent Paſſion takes the Field againſt an WW az 


other; 1 Armies of Affections are embattledin Wl tir 
my Breaft: My Heart is blocked up: Here lies In- of 


tereſt entrenched ; There Honour diſplays its rer ti 
a - | £ dar + 


4 fr at Pants, 2s 


dard, One Minute, Nature and Self-Preſervation 
make a Sally; the next, they are beat back by Gene- 
rofity and Love. The worſt of it is, that theſe con- 
trary Factions in the Soul are ſo blended together by 
à ſecret Correſpondence, that it is almoſt impoſlible 
to diſcern which is which. . 
Wouldeſt thou know what the meaning of this is? 
[ will tell thee in Brief; I am in a Controverſy with 
myſelf, whether J had beſt die or live. 8 
Wonder not at the Expreſſion, as if it were in any 
Man's Power to make this Choice; ſince, accordin 
to the Muſſulmans Faith, we cannot haſten or retar 
the Moments decreed by Fate. Aſſuredly Predeſti- 
nation does not in the leaſt interfere with what is 
called Man's Free-Will. Every the moſt voluntary 
Action of our Lives complies as exactly with the Ap- 
pointment of eternal Deſtiny, as the accidental Fall 
of a Houſe, or the more regular and conſtant 
Deſcent of Rain, Snow, and Hail, from the Clouds. 
And for aught I know, we may as properly call it the 
Free-Will of a River to run toward the Sea, as for 
a Man to purſue the various Currents of his own 
Reaſon or Appetite. For ſo a. Fountain frequently 
divides itſelf into many Streams, before it falls ints 
the Ocean, which is its Center. And Man himſelf, 
notwithſtanding the boaſted Freedom of his Will. 
is as much confined to act according to his Prin- 
ciples, Prepoſſeſſions, Prejudices, Paſſions and Ha- 
bits, as the different Rivulets iſſuing from the ſame 
Spring are reftrained each within the Banks of its 
proper Chad. | . 
But not to entertain thee with more Allegories ; 
both thou and I, and all Men, find ourſelves violent- 
ly carried away by certain Inclinations fo forcible 
as no Power of our Will is able to reſiſt: Some- 
times our Love, Hate, Joy, Grief, and ſo the reft 
of human Paſſions, are as involuntary, as the Mo- 
tions of our Pulſe. And though in the moſt — 
; ons 
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Actions of our Lives, we generally form ſome e. d 
gular Deſign, as their Scope and Center; yet we t 
do many Things without Reflection, as Muſician C 


are ſaid ſometimes to play excellent Tunes, without b 
fo much as regarding or thinking what they are about, Ml N 
By all which it is evident, that our Will has little w ſe 
do in the Conduct of our Lives. We, like all other F. 
Creatures, act according to certain ſecret Impulſes of a 
Nature. The very ſame Faculty which we call Infting th 
in the Beaſts is no other than what we term Reaſon, th 
Wiſdom, Knowledge, Diſcretion, and Forecaſt in our. Sc 
ſelves. And I think it is no Soleciſm to ſay, That pt 
that was a prudent Dog,. who, perceiving his Maſter an 
making ready a Rope to hang him, flily flipt away, IL. 
and never came near him more. '- © S BY 
Buffer me to make yet a farther Digreſſion, and | 
aſcribe it to Fate. For I am on a ſudden ftrangelyin- Ml to 
terrupted in my Thoughts, by a moſt furious Tem- tic 
peſt; a Medly of Hail, Rain, Lightning, and Thun- to 
der: And this laſt, though not over-noiſy and loud, I w. 
yet it was the moſt ſivgularly terrifying, that ever ! A 
heard in my Life. There 18a ſort of Thunder which 1 1 
they call the Drum, becauſe it approaches-near the a 
Sound of that warlike Inftrument, making a lively, Ct 
fierce Rumbling in the Air, like the Beat of an A. bl 
larm. There is another more ſurprizing, like the il ſe 
Roaring of Cannons; but this had a Touch in it of ſo 
the moſt harſh, affrightning, and irregular Noiſes that . E. 
_ ever ſhook the Wein... 

I was poſſeſſed with a deep Melancholy, as ſoon Wl ef 
as I heard the horrid Clatter begin, and faw the Air BW th 
darken apace, with a more than ordinary. Gloom Wl ne 
neſs: Then I felt ſome religious Paſſions ſtruggling in 
with my Reaſon. I was full of Fears, leſt God va F. 
angry with me, for my counterfeited Life among M 
the Chriftians:. And imagined no leſs, than that JW an 
this Tempeſt was raiſed on Purpoſe to deſtroy me; ed 
and make me an Example to all Mz/ulman:, wh Wi I 


dare 
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dare deny the holy Prophet, to ſerve the Intereſt of 
the Grand Signior, as much a Mortal as themſelves. 
Or, at leaſt, I concluded I ſhould taſte my Share of 
the Wrath of Heaven at this cholerick Juncture. 
Nay, and all the Philoſophy I could muſter together 
ſerved but to raiſe my diſmal Expectations of the 
Fatal Blaſt. For I could not avoid thinking, that 
a wicked Man is a Magnet which naturally attracts 
the Vengeance of Heaven. And that I being ſuch in 
the higheſt Degree could not fail of having my 
Soul ſcorched up at once to nothing, or metamor- 
phoſed to a Fury (which is worſe) by ſome ſurpriſing 
and inevitable Flaſh. For to paſs from this Life by 
Lightning, Poiſon, or an Earthquake, are the only 
Deaths L. Gm dla Ed i apy oalgy 
I fell on my, Knees and Face, addreſſing myſelf 
to God with the moſt; humble and fervent Devo- 
tion I was capable of. I made my Application alſo 
to his Prophets. I ſaid and did all that I thought- 
would procure a Reſpite of the Puniſhment I feared. 
At length, being tired and ſick of too much Prayer, 
I roſe and ſat. down chearfully, remembring I was 
a Muſſul man, and reſigned to the Will of Deſtiny. 
Conſidering alſo that I was an Arabian, of a no- 
ble Stock, I reſolved, if I muſt die, to prepare miy- 
ſelf with a Moderation worthy of my Blood, that 
» I might go to the Inviſibles like the Grandſon of an 
Eni. f 5 e 
Perhaps thou wilt impute this to Vanity: But 1 
eſteem it a Point of Juſtice, for a Man to take Care 
that he may live and die like himſelf, without dege- 
nerating from the Virtue of his Anceſtors, or bring- 
ing a Diſgrace on the Tribe te which he belongs: 
For though God has created all Men of the ſame 
Mould, yet he has diſtinguiſhed one Family from 
another by more than ſpecifick Characters imprint- 
ed on them in their Nativity. And has ennobled 
Jome;- Morals with N Qualities 1 
| er- 


1 
o 


- . But this Lam ſure of, that 
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Perfections which others are wholly Strangers to. 80 
there are other remarkable for hereditary Vices. 
Whether theſe Things depend on the Blood, or on 
the different Circumſtances of Souls before they come 
into theſe Bodies, is a * not ſoon reſolved: 
f find in myſelf both ſome! 
"Virtues and Vices, which I could never yet difcover 
o odly blended together in any other Mortal. I ap 
always campaigning on the Frontiers of Good and 
Evil; yet my Paſſions are not mercenary : No Price 
can tempt me to Treaſon or Perfidy. I am Maſter 
of a certain Faſtneſs of Spirit, which no Human 
Charm is able to diſmantle. My Integrity cannot he 
warped by Gold: And it is for this Reaſon A little 
value myſelf: Which makes me ſometimes inclined 
;rather bravely to ſally forth into the unknown World, 
than tarry in this, where. meet with nothing but 
Contempt and Diſeſteem from the Slaves.of him, for 
* whoſe Sake I bear the Fatigue of Life. Surely, think 
I, whereever it be my Lot to go, after my Eſcape 
From this mortal Stage, the Spirits of that Region 
will be kind tome for the Sake of my incorruptible 
Truſtineſs; for they have Intrigues as well as we, 
and conſequently will be glad of faithful Agents. 
In a Word, ſince all my Zeal and Loyalty is 
thought not to merit any Reward in this Life; ! 
would fain try, whether at leaſt I may not deſerve to 
be a Ghoſt of Honour, if there be any ſuch Diſtind 
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LETTER Hl 
To Muſtapha, Baſſe, 


Shall acquaint thee with a late Tranſaction in 
J this Kingdom, which I believe has but few Ex- 
anijples: The Kaimacham has already received a Diſ- 
patch from me, wherein I fignified the Return of 
' Chriſtina Queen of Sweden into France: This Prin- 
ceſs, ſince her Arrival at Fountainb/eau, having diſco- 
vered fome ſecret Treachery in one of her Retinue, 
who was an Italian Marquis, pronounced a formal 
Sentence of, Death on Him: Which was accordingly 
executed:on'the iothᷣ Day of the 11th Moon; by her 
own Officers, in a Gallery of her Palace, after he 
had been warned of it by her expreſs Order, and had 
a Confeſſor ſent to him to prepare him for another 
World. 23 8 
When this was done, ſhe immediately ſent a Meſ- 
ſenger to acquaint the French King with this Action. 
and the Reaſons which induced her to it. Some of 
the Courtiers at firſt perſuaded him, That the Queen's 
N entrenched on his Royal Prerogative, he 
being the ſole Arbiter of Life and Death within his 
own Dominions: Whereupon Monſieur de Chaunut 
was ſent to expoſtulate with her. I have formerly 
mentioned this Perſon in ſome of my Letters, when 
he was Ambaſſador from this Court to Queen Chriſi- 
| #a, then reigning in Swen. He is a Gentleman 
of great Abihties: And for that Reaſon he has been 
employed in the moſt difficult Nogotiotions with the 
States of He//and, and other Countries. | 
Yet People cenſure variouſly; and the Caſe ha 
been referred to the Doctors of the Civil Law, who 
pronounced this Sentence in her Favour, That being 
an Independent Sovereign, and having the King of 
7 L 2 France's 


220 _QOiEgTreRS ii 


France's Permiſſion to refide in this Realm, the Rig), 
of Sovereignty could not be denied her” over her oꝛun 
Subjects: Such are to be efleemed all that are in ber 
Service and take her Pay, except the Subject. of the 
State where fhe reien. 

b The ſwift Execution of this Queen's Sentence og, 
Ber Servant in Part reſembles. the Rigour of our FH. 
ern Juſtice, which, admits; of no Delay s In puniſhing 

Criminal Perſons, and removing Traytors out of 
the Way; neither is it to be diverted by any Fear of 

+ Afﬀter-Claps. And tho' theſe fern Monarchs ge- 

. nerally put no Man to Death without a formal Proceſ 

at Law; yet ſometimes they have leaped. over this 
Rule, and only gave the Word of Command to ſome 

of their Officers, ,and-the Buſineſs was done: As in 
the Caſe of the Mareſchal 4% Ancre, and the Duke of 

| Guiſe; the one falling by a Piſtol Bullet, the other 
| by the Stab of a Dagger: and both in the. King's own 

* Palace, ſurrounded with their Servants and F riends, 

| And there was no other Way for the Crown of Fran 

| to ſecute itfelf from the Attempts of that dangerous 

| Men, who were grown to ſuch a Height, as to no- 
| narch it almoſt as much as;their Maſter, 

Mighty Baſſa, the Charms of Sovereignty are ve- 

ry ſtrong, creating Envy and Ambition in Subjed 

and Jealouſy in Princes. It is not ſafe for an eminent 

. -Grandee to. appear too popular. For he. that is in- 

_ . weſted with a Diadem can Hoyer brook a Rival, 0 

one whom he has Reaſon to ſuſpect for ſuch. 
Paris, 15th of the iſt Moon, 
le Nr 1636. 
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70 Muſtapha, Berber Aga. 


HE Spaniards are all diſſolved in Joy for the 
Birth of a young Prince and Heir of that de- 
clining Monarchy. It is ſaid that the King his Fa- 
ther appointed a ſolemn F eſtival throughout all his 
Dominions, commanding his Subjects to celebrate it 
with the moſt exalted Demonſtrations of Joy: And 
on that Day he himſelf wore the Ranſom of Kings 
in his Apparel; the very Diamonds and Pearls in his 
Hat being valued at three Millions of Gold: By which 
thou mayeſt gueſs at the reſt. FS i 
Hoe has alſo communicated the Joyful News to alf 
Chriſtian Princes and States, his Friends and Allies. 
And indeed he has ſome Reaſon to make a Noiſe of 
this good Fortune, being an old Man, and. in all 
Mens Opinion not likely to have any more Children. 
His Ambaſſadors in foreign Countries endeavour to 
imitate. their Prince in all Manner of magnificent Tri- 
umphs, and particularly from Holland we have the 
following Account: That on a certain Day of this 
Moon of January, Don Stzphano da Gamara, the Spa- 
»;/ Ambaſſador. at the Hague, cauſed Te Deum to be 
ſung with. excellent Voices and Muſick, whilſt Fiſty 
Pieces of Ordnance played. continually. At Night a 
Hundred and Fifty Pitch Barrels were lighted on ſe- 
veral Scaffolds in the Streets, and all the Windows in 
the Hague were illuminated with Wax-tapers. And 
theſe Words were ſeen flaming in an artificial Fire-- 


| Work for two Hours together. 
|  ParVe, ut Magne PhILlppe, 

Proſpere, proCeDe, & regna. 
L need not explain this Inſcription to "thee who art 
verſed in the Roman Language; and wilt find that all 
= e . the 


| 
| 
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the Salt of theſe Words lies in the Capital Letten 

ointing at the Year wherein the young Prince waz 
be viz. MDCLVII ; except a little Pun upon his 
Name, which is Philip Prosper. On each Side ap- 


peared the Arms of the Span King; and underneath 
the Golden Fleece, ſo artificially contrived, that from 


it ſprung Fountains of divers Kinds of Wine, at 
which the Multitude drank liberally for ſome Hours: 
Whilſt many new coined Pieces of Gold and Silver 
were ſcattered among them out of the Ambaſſador, 


having this Motto on one Sides 
Creſcente hac, Pax aurea creſcet. 


And on the other Side a Hand, with this Inſcription 
in a. Label, 5 


Windows. They were ſtampt with an Olive-Tree, 


Datit Populis Pacem. 


The French ridicule this Motto, and ſay, the King of 


Spain will, before long, deſerve the Title of Peace- 
maker, when he ſhall be forced to ſue for it, not be- 
* a Condition to carry on a War.. 


lluſtrious Officer, T know thou art well verſed in 


the Roman Hiſtories, having been educated under 


Acbmet Lala, who was a learned Man. And it i; 


probable, thou art no Stranger to the more modern 


Relations of Europe, and the divers Characters of the 


People that inhabit it. Yet give me Leave to tell thee, 


That Rome, in all its viftorious Bravery, never faw 
- firmer Soldiers in a Battle, than the Spaniards are at 


this Day ; but the French have finer Wits, more Mo- 


ney, and better Fortune ; and it is this makes them 
inſult. Beſides, Deſtiny over-rules all Things. Every 


Kingdom and Empire has its Climacterics, wherein it 
droops, declines, and at the grand critical Period falls 
to Ruin. 


The Greeks had Money enough when the great 


Sultan Mabomet beſieged Conftantinople : But _ 
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| kad not Wit to uſe it for their own Preſervation ; and 
ry ſo that City, the laſt conſiderable: Stake of the Em- 
ag pire, was loft to the-Ortoman:s,. who ſoon after be- 
1 came Maſters of all the reſt. | : 
D- Thou haſt Wealth in Abundance; and Diſcretion: 
h bo manage it: Slip no Opportunities, but remember 
n the old Arabian Proverb, which ſays, God has given: 
at whole Days te the- Fortunate, but to the Unhappy be: 
b affords only ſome Hours, | 


Paris, 17th: of the iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 


- 
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ſtantinople.. 


Remember my Promiſe tho? it be late: Thou 
knoweſt I have-many Hindrances, and therefore 
wilt not tax me with feigning an Excuſe: However, 
thy Letter came to me in a good Hour, to put me in 
Mind of theſe: Things, and* to enquire df our Mo- 
ther's Health, who ftill reſides in this City. , 
I have ſaid nothing of her ſince my firſt Letter af- 
ter her Arrival at Paris. And to tell thee the Truth, 
ſhe has ſaid little herſelf, being ignorant of the French 
Tongue, and too old to learn it. Therefore her chief 
Converſation has been with Eliachim and me, above 


good Turkih and Arabick. | 
If thou wouldeſt know how ſhe ſpends her Time, 


She lives more Recluſe than a Chriſtian Nun; ſeldom ! 
or never ſtirring abroad, unleſs to take the m_ 1 | 
| ; | Fields, 
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70 Peſteli Hali, bis. Brother, Maſter of 
the Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms at Con- 


theſe three Years: For that Jew ſpeaks indifferent | 


it is divided between her Devotions and her Needle-- 
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Fields, and then ſhut up in a Coach with her Maid 
In a Word, her Manner of Living ts a fit Example 
for the French Women: For in all Things ſhe ob- 
ſerves the Laws of her Education, and the modeſt 
Cuſtoms of the Eaſt. 


Grecian 
of Weſtern Females. Neither will ſhe eat or drink 
any where, but in the Houſe of Eliachin, for fear of 
infringing the Precepts of the Alcoran, and diſobey- 
ing the Meſſenger of God: For ſhe eſteems the Diet 
of the Fews pure, and free from Pollution. In her 
pious and mother Zeal, ſhe rebukes me for eating 
and drinking with Infidels: And I have nothing to ſay 
in my Defence but the Neceſlity I lie under of pre- 
venting Suſpicion, that ſo I may ſerve the Sultan 
with greater Succeſs, and that I have the Mufti“ 
Diſpenſation for this and many more Irregularities, 
When ſhe hears this, ſhe lifts up her Eyes to Heaven, 
lays her Hand upon her Breaſt, and appears reſigned: 
Yet ſhakes her Head, and ſeems to pity my Caſe; 
not without ſome. Reflections on the Corruption of 
the Times, the Impiety of the Seraglio, and Want of 
Zeal for the Holy Prophet. 
She has her Health to a Miracle: And, excepting 
the firſt two Moons after ſhe came to Paris, I never 
heard her complain of the leaſt Indiſpoſition. It is 
poſſible the Change of Air, with the Inconveniences 
of . travelling ſo far by Sea and Land, might incom- 
mode her at firſt. She was for a. while troubled with 
Rheums, Obſtructions, and a Dyſentery : But ſhe ſoon 
overcame theſe Diſtempers, and has ever ſince been 
perfectly well. 1 Loni" | 
We often diſcourſe together of thee, and thy 
Travels in the Eaſt. Sometimes I read Part of thy 
Journal to her, which affords her infinite Delight. 
She congratulates herſelf, and thy good Fortune, 


in eſcaping ſa many Perils and Deaths, as every 
8 | | where 


No + can perſuade her to change der; 
arb, or dreſs herſelf after the looſe Mode 
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where threaten a Stranger: And takes a particular 
Delight to hear thy Adventures with. the Hdian Lady, 
at the Court of Raja Hulacu. Thou mayeſt be aſſured 
our Mother bears a ſingular Affection to thee; for 
we never meet without wiſhing thee in our Compa- 


ny. She rejoices mightily to hear of thy Proſperity 
and Advancement in the Favour of the Grand Signior, 


and his Principal Miniſters 5. within ghee every Day a 
new Step of Honour and Intereſt. Thou mayeſt alſe 


reſt ſatisfied · that Mahmut comes not ſhort of the Af- 


fection he owes to ſuch a Brother. ls 

At other Times we talk of our Couſin 1/ſouf, who 
is now in the frozen Regions of the North. His iti- 
nerary Memoirs are alſo. very pleaſant; and we paſs, 
ſome Hours in reading and comparing them with the 
Diſpatches which I frequently receive from-Mehemet, , 
an exiled Eunuch in Egypt: For Iſeuf is more large in 
his Deſcription of that Country, and his; Remarks on 
his Antiquities, than any other Part of 4frica. Let 
he ſays enough of that Southern Quarter. 


As to what I promiſed to inform thee concern- 

ing the Pyramids, Mummies, and other Singularities 
of Egypt, know that our Kinſman Jof is a. great 
Critick, and gives the Lye to Herodotus, . Diodorus,-: 
Strabo, Pliny, and other Writers of Greece and Rome. 
Neither will he conſent in all- Things to our Arabian 


Hiſtories. 


He fays, the Pyramids are neither ſo high, nor does 
their Baſis take up ſo much Ground, as is reported by ; 
the Ancients, He laughs at thoſe who, affirm they 
caſt, no Shadows at Noon, having experienced the 
contrary When the Sun was in Capricorn. And we 
may believe him in this on good Ground: For it is 
recorded of Thales Milefrus, who lived about two. 
Thouſand Vears ago, that he took the Height of theſe 


Pyramids by their Shadows, . 5 
7 Ls: Ther ; 
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There are three of theſe admirable Structures not 
far from Carre, and about . more in the De. 
ſarts of Lybia. It is generally ſuppoſed, that they 


were built for Sepulchres of the Egyptian Kings, ſome 
of them before the Flood, the reſt after. — 


not wanting Hiſtorians, who aſſert the age of the 

Pyramids to be the Tomb of Seth, the Son of Adam. 

ef was within this mighty Fabrick, and atteſts, 
that after he had his Company had deſcended and aſ- 
cended through certain Galleries, they came at laſt to 
a a ſquare. Chamber, walled about with pure Thebaick 

Marble; in the Middle of which was a Cheſt of 
the ſame Stone, which, when ſtruck with the Foot, 
ſounded like a muſical Inſtrument. It is believed, 
that in this Cheſt was laid the Body of the King who 
built that Pyramid. ' . 

The ancient Egyptians were of Opinion, That even 
after that which we call Death, or the Separation of 
the Soul and Body, there were certain Arts to retain 
them together; if not in ſo ſtrict and intimate an Uni- 
on as before, yet in a very familiar Correſpondence 
for many Ages. So that the Soul ſhould always take 
Delight to hover about the Body, and to exerciſe its 
* Ki, > in the Place where that was repoſed. 

For this Reaſon, in the firſt Place, they took out 
the Bowels, and whatſoever was moſt liable to Cor- 
ruption : And having waſhed the empty Belly with 
Wine of Palms, mixed with aromatick Powders, they 
ſtuffed it with Myrrh, Caſſia, and many coſtly Con- 
fections, and then ſewed it up. After this, they puri- 
fied the whole Body with Nitre; and having drawn 
out the Brains by the Noftrils with a Hook, they 
filled up the Scull with melted Gums. And laſt of all 
they ſwathed up the whole Body in Silk, ſmearing it o- 
ver with a rich Mixture of Bitumen, Spices, and Gums, 

and ſo delivered it to the Kindred to be laid up in the 


Theſe 
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Theſe were the Preparations they made to court 


the Preſence of the Soul, by rendring the Body for 
ever ſweet and incorruptible. And that the Majeſty 
of Royal Ghoſts might never be interrupted or violated 
by the Neighbourhood of Valger Spirits, or the ruder 
Approach of Mortals, Kings built theſe magnificent 


Piles, as the Palaces of their laft Repoſe. It is there- 
fore they were erected in deſart and unfrequented 


Places, and in ſuch a Form as was eſteemed the moſt 
durable and ſecure from the Injuries of Time, the 
Aſſaults of the Elements, and from the common Fate 
of all Human Enterprizes. Each Stone is of a prodi- 


gown Bulk, and rivetted to the next with a Bar of 
I 


on ; which with the Strength and invincible F aſt- 


neſs of the Cement, renders it a Thing impoſſible for 
any one of theſe Pyramids to be demoliſhed, though _ 
all Mankind were ſet to work for many ſucceſſive 


Generations. | 


Al Mamun, the Caliph of Babylon, attempted to do 
it, but in vain. For after he had ſet his Men to work, 


and been at vaſt Expences, they made but one ſmall 
Breach, ſo inconſiderable, that being made ſenſible it 
would exhauſt his Treaſures, to remove but the - Hun- 
dredth Part of the Pyramid, he deſiſted, full of Won- 
der at the Wiſdom. of the Founders. | 
If it be true, that the Soul may by ſuch Allure- 
ments as theſe: be prevailed on to remain with the 
Body in its Sepulchre, and that a Man's future Hap- 
pineſs conſiſts in this, I ſhould myſelf admire and imi- 
tate thoſe Egyptian Sages. I would, in my Life-time, 
build me a ſmall Maufoleum, according to my Abili- 
ty, and order in my laſt Will and Teſtament, that my: 


Body be embalmed and condited for a perpetual Du- 


ration. But if none of theſe Arts can alter the De- 
crees of Deſtiny, or. force an immortal Spirit from 
ranging wn it pleaſes; - I: muſt conclude. with 
Pliny, That this celebrated Wiſdom of the Egyp- 
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tians was no other than glorious Folly, and all 
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the Magnificence of their Kin 7 in Building ſuck coſt- 
ly Sepulchres, but Royal Waſte. Ha 
They themſelves in thus cautiouſly providing to 
fecure the Soul's Abode with the Body after Death 


tacitly owned, that, by the Courſe of Nature, it would 


immediately . paſs into ſome other. Nay the Tranſ- 
migration of Souls was an eſtabliſhed Docttine in 
Egypt. How then could they be fo blind as to ima- 
gine a dead Carcaſe, however perfumed and fenced 
againſt Corruption, was more inviting than an Embryo 
mel to live? Or that it was more eligible for the 
Soul to be impriſoned in a dark Dungeon (for no 
better are the Inſides of the Pyramids) than to en- 
joy the Light of the Sun, Moon, and Stars, and the 
various Sweets of the Elements? Brother, in my Opi- 
nion, it were better fo be a Bird, a Worm, a Fly, or 
any living Thing, than to be thus immured for many 
Ages, and have no other Companion, but an old 
falted Mummie. p | 
uf has made fome Remarks on the River Mie, 
to which, he fays, Egypt owes not only its Corn and 


Fruits, but alſo the very Soil which brings them 


forth. 'For every Year, at the Time of Inundation, 
that River brings along with it from Athiopia, or 
ſome other Regions through which it paſſes, Abun- 
dance of Slime and Mud, with which it covers all the 
Land of Egypt, leaving it behind at the Decreaſe of 
the Waters; ſo that the Soil of Egypt is borrowed 
from other Countries. And if this be true, for aught 
we know, the Place of its Situation may be borrowed 
from the Sea, according to the Opinion of fome an- 
cient Philoſophers. 2 > 
Herodotus, Pliny, and others were of this Perſua- 
Gon, grounding their Conjectures on the nearer Ap- 
proaches of the Continent to the Iſland Pharos, from 
the Time of Homer, who exactly calculated its Diſt- 
afice. And they concluded, that the immenſe 
Quantities of Slime, which the Mie tranſports 3 | 
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the Mountainous Regions of Africa, might in the 


Space of two Myriads of Years have filled up all that 
Part of the Sea, which is now firm Land, and called: 
Egypt. e 

YT this be. true, it ſeems to be very ſtrange, that 
the Egyptians ſhould boaff of greater Antiquity than 
any os Nation in the World, though their Country. 
itſelf be the youngeſt of all the Regions on Earth, an 
abortive Spot of Ground, hatched by a River in the. 
Depths of the Sea, and' ever fince cheriſhed by that 
River, as by a Parent or Nurſe, which ceaſes not to 
convey to it yearly a convenient Proportion of Ali- 
ment, whereby the Country itſelf grows in Bulk, 
and the Inhabitants are maintained. O admirable 
Providence of Nature, who can penetrate into thy 
myſterious Conduct? O Egypt abounding in Prodi- 


gies and Wonders! Where the Land and Water, 


with all other Elements, conſpire to render thee all. 
over/ miraculous. 


Dear Pefeli,. T am tranſported, when I think of 


that Region, and could relate a 'Fhouſand more Pre- 


digies, both out of J/ouf*'s Memoirs, and from the 
| Mouths of others, who: have travelled thither to ob- 


ferve ſo many Miracles. But I believe, thy Patience 
will be ſufficiently tired with the Length of this Let- 
ter. Beſides, my Mother is juſt come to viſit me;. 
and deſires me to recommend her unfeigned Affecti- 


ens to thee. „ 
Be aſſured alſo, that Mahmut loves thee with the 


Integrity of a Man and the Tenderneſs of a Brother: 
And he ſerves thee in all Things without repining. 


Paris, 17th of the 1ſt Meon, 
f the Tear 1658. 
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SST Aa: + 
To the Kaimacham.. 


"THE Yenetians are very angry for the Loß of, 
I Teneass; and not withour? Reaſon ; for that 
Illand is a delicate Spot of Ground, abounding in 


rich Wines, and other Products of Nature: Beſides, 


it commands the Avenue of the ſhining City, the 


Refuge of Mortals 3 
They variouſly relatethe Manner of its being taken 
from them, by the Arms which no earthly Power is 


able to reſiſt ;- endeavouring in all their Rumours, to 


diſguiſe the Truth as much as they can, and miſrepre- 


ſent the Bravery of the Ortemans ; that ſo the Actions 


of their own Generals nray make the greater Figure. 
Theſe Nazarenes have a bad Caule, and therefore 
are. compelled to make uſe of Shifts and Equivoca. 
tions to ſupport it. They are quite degenerated from 
the Integrity of the Primitive Followers of Jeſus. In 
a Word, they make good the Character of the ancient 
Candiots; of whom a certain Poet fays, they are thorough- 
paced Liars, ravenous Beafts, and gluttonous Dranes. 
It is believed in theſe Parts, that when the Veneti- 


ans quitted the Iſland, they departed not without 


Revenge, ſetting Fire to a Mine, and blowing up ſe- 
veral Hundreds of Mahometans into the Air. 
However, they have for ever proſcribed and excom- 
municated G:rolamo Loredan and Giovanni Contarin, 
in whoſe Cuſtody the chief Fortreſſes of the Iſland 
were, accuſing. them of Cowardice and Treachery: 
Offering alſo two thouſand Sequins to any that ſeizes 
on them within the Dominions of Venice, and three 
thouſand to him that kills them in another Country. 
I know, it is in the Power of the All-commanding 
Porte to protect theſe Exiles, if they are within the 
Territories of our Sovereign; much more, 5 rnd 
V | Eitex 
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helter themſelves in that Sanctuary of the Diſtreſſed. 
But thou, and the other ſupreme Miniſters, are beſt able 
to judge whether theſe Iafidels merit ſo great a Favour. 

Perhaps their Caſe may be like that of Nadaft,. 
Governor of Buda, when So/yman the Magnificient be- 

ſieged that City. For Nadaft was a Man of invincible- 
Courage and Fidelity, but was betrayed by the Soldi-- 
ers, who bound him in Chains, and delivered up the 
City and Caſtle to the victorious Sultam: That brave: 
Hero underſtanding their Treachery, and the Reſolu- 
tion of Nadaſt, ſet him at Liberty, and preſented him: 
with noble Gifts; but commanded the perfidious Gar- 
riſon to be cut in Pieces; a due Reward of their Trea- 
fon. For tho' Princes often make uſe of Traytors to: 
ſerve their own Deſigns ; yet, when the Work is done, 
they commonly purſue the hated Inſtruments with the 
Effects of a juſt Contempt and Indignation. | 

Plutarch, the Greek Hiſtorian, abounds with In- 
ſtances of this Nature, ſo does Herodian and other 
Roman Authors. But no Example of Puniſhment in 
this Kind ſeems ſo proportionate, regular, and in- 
genious, as that which Brennus King of the Gauls 
cauſed to be inflicted on a Virgin of Epheſus, who, 
when he beſieged that City, promiſed to deliver it in- 
to his Hands, on Condition that his Soldiers would 
beſtow on her all the Ornaments of Gold, which they 
had plundered in the Wars of Afa, and wore about 
them as Trophies: For when ſhe had performed her 
Contract, the wiſe General, to do his Part, cauſed 
this Virgin to fit down on the Ground; and then eve- 
ry Soldier in his Army caſting his Plate into her Lap, 
ſhe was oppreſſed with the taflippertable Weight, and 
buried alive in a Heap of Gold. 

I do not mention this, as if the like were due to 
the Venetian Captains. I refer the Judgment of ſuch 
Things to my Superiors, Miniſters of the Bleſſed © 
Sanctuary of Mankind. = X 
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It is poſſible the Vizir of the Benck thought! me 
dead or turned Renegado, becauſe they have not re- 


ceived: any News from me thefe five Moons. But F 
tell thee, neither Men nerDevils can corrupt the Faith 


of Mahmut. , But by the God of my Vows, there i ir 


not a more truſty Man in the UniverſdQ. 


All the Reaſon of my Silence was the Hei he of Y 
the Waters, which ſeemed to threaten the Earth with 
a Second Deluge. Germany was a Sea; and Flandert 


a Lake for above three Moons together; ſo that it was 
impoſſible for the Poſt to travel. There were ſeen 
alſo ſtrange Spectres of Fire in the Air; and the Peo- 
ple of Brabant. were alarmed with uncouth ena in 
the Elements. | 


Perhaps, illuſtrious 3 theſe are the lat 


Preparations to the grand Cholick of Nature; when 
Wind, Water, and Fire ſhall en to turn 288 World. 
into its old Chaos. 


Paris, 3d of the 6th lu, 
8 Year "4086; 1 
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To Solyman, bis Couſin at Conſtaminogl | 


O R E Melancholy Rill!. Wilt thou have no 
| Compaſſion on thy exiled Uncle, but harangue 
him.to Death with thy Religious Jargon? Beliere 
me, the Letters of this Kind are as irkſome to me 
as the continual Din and Babling of Boys is to 2 
poor weary Pedagogue. I forbid thee not to write 
to me, and that as often as thou wilt: It is a Comfort 
in my Baniſhment, to hear from thoſe of my Blood. 
But let me. beg of thee to alter both thy Theme 
and Style. Leave, Spiritual Things to the Mallals 
and * and let thy Thoughts be — in 
ngs 
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Things belonging to thy Trade. In that be as inqui- 
{tive as thou canſt.. Bend rhy Mind wholly to make 
new Diſcoveries and Improvements in that, and it 
will turn to thy Advantage. At thy Hours of Lei- 
ſure, I counſel thee to read Hiſtories, and ſometimes 
go into Company: There is much to be gained by 
converſing with - Men of Senſe: Such will ſerve as 
Mirrours, wherein thou mayeſt behold Humanity in 
its proper Figure; and the Deformity of that Vizard, 
with which Error and Superſtition diſguiſe our Na- 
ture. They will correct thy Miſtakes without put- 
ting thee to a Bluſh. Wit and Reaſon ſhall flow from 
their Tongues, as ſoft Harmonies breathe * from the 
Pipes of an Organ, which clear the. Spirits, and ſe- 
rene the Heart that was clouded with Sadneſs. = 
The Imperial City is full of ſuch, both Natives 
and Strangers. Tull them out from the mixed Mul- 
titude, and make them thy Companions, without re- 
garding the Differences of Religion, whether they be 
Mufſulmans, Franks, Armenians, Fews, or others. 
Above all Things, ſhun the Society of Bigots ; and 
number not thyfelf among thoſe who are opiniated, 
becauſe they profeſs the True Faith: For what fig- 
nifies that, if their Lives be vicious? I tell thee; 
they are worſe than the Infidels. Give no Heed 
to Fortune-Tellers, and ſuch as pretend to Aſtrology; 
for whilſt they boatt of knowing other Mens Fates, 
they are ignorant of their own. And if there be any 
Truth in that Science, one may ſee, their Ignorance 
in it affronts the Stars, and often provokes them to 
haſten their own Ruin. Aſſure thyſelf, they only 
amuſe the World with portentous Stories, to get Fame 
and Money. + | > pt ag 
Aſſociate thyſelf with none but prudent and mo- 
derate Men, whoſe Morak are nor leavened with a 
too furious Zeal ; who look not ſuperciliouſly. and 
with Diſdain on. a Frank, as he walks along the 
Streets, much leſs offer him an Indignity, when he 
| | goes 
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goes about his honeſt Buſineſs, under the ProteQiog 
of the Grand Seignior. It becomes none but Janiza- 

ries and Ruffians te be guilty of theſe Incivilities to 
Strangers. The Law. of Nations, and particular 
Commands of our Holy Prophet, oblige us to treat 
ſuch with all Humanity and Tenderneſs. Befides, , 
it is refleQing on the Juſtice and Hoſpitality of the 
Magnificent Porte, which is the Refuge and Sanctuary 

of all the Earth, that a Stranger cannot walk the 
Streets in Peace. Deſpiſe no Man on the Score of his 
Religion, for there are no Factions in Paradiſe: But 


conſider, that whilſt Thouſands of Muſſulmans ſhall 
go to Hell for their wicked Lives, ſo an equal Num- 


er of thoſe we call Infidels may be received into the: 
Manſions of the Bleſſed for their Virtues: 
Thou ſeemeſt to be much concerned for thy Soul: 


thy Letter abounds with overmuch Gare in this Point. 


In being too ſolicitous, it is evident: thy Faith is: 
ſmall. | Jon Line is tinctured with ſad Expreſſions: 
about the Perils, Snares, Ambuſhes, Hooks, Gins, 
and I know not what otlrer Devices the Devil has to 
ruin thy poor Soul, as thou calleſt it. Couſin, Doſt 
thou know what the Soul is, about which thou keep- 
eſt ſuch a Pudder? If thou doſt, it is more than I do; 
and yet I have been ſearching and prying into it above 
theſe thirty Years: I mean, Bo the Time that I firſt 
began to think and conſider of Things: But am as far 
to ſeek as ever I was. Neither could all the wiſe Men 
of Old, the Philoſophers and Sages, for aught I per- 
ecive, agree in their Verdict about this myſterious: 
Thing which we: call the Soul? ” 

One will have it to be, Only the fineſt Part of Mal- 
rrr in the Body; another ſays, It is the Air aubich the 
Lungs ſuck in, and diffuſe through'all our Members. A 
third Sort affirm it to be, ¶ Mixture of Air and Fire: 
A Fourth, of Earth and Water. A Fifth call it, 4 
Completion made up of the four Elements, a Kind of 
Quinteſſence, and. I know not what. The r e 5 

C 1 
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called it, 4 certain moving Number: And the Chal- 
deans, A Power without Form itſelf; yet imbibing all 
Forms. Ariſtotle called it, The Perfection of a natural 
Body. All theſe agreed, That it was Corporeal, and 
as it were extracted from Matter. The beſt Defini- 
tion among them is not worth an Aſper. . 
But there were Men of ſublime Speculations, who. 


affirmed the Soul to be, 4 Divine Subftance, independant: 


of the Body, Of this Opinion were Zoreaſfter,. Hermes,, 
Triſmegiſtus, Orpheus, Pythagoras, Plutarch, Porphyrys. 
and Plato. The laſt defined the Soul ta be:a: fe 
moving Eſſence, endued with Underſtanding... But when 


they have ſaid all, I prefer the Modeſty of Cicero, 


Seneca, and others who acknowledged they were al- 
together ignorant what the Soul is: | 
| There was no leſs Diſagreement among the Phi- 
loſophers, about the Seat ef the Soul. Hippocrates 
and Hierophilus placed. it in the Ventricles of the 
Brain. Democritus —_— it the Whole Body. Strabs 
was of Opinion, it reſides between the Brows; Epicurus 
in the Breaſt. The Stoicks lodged it in the Heart, 
and Empedocles in the Blood. Which laſt ſeems to be 
the moſt current Opinion of the Eaft to this Day: 
In regard both Moſes the Law-giver of the Jews, 
and Mahomet our Holy Prophet, aſſerted the ſame, 
— * that Reaſon forbid Fleſh to be eaten with the 
00d. | 


But be it what it will, either Corporeal or Incor- 


poreal, a Subſtance or an Accident; whether it dwelł 


in the Head or in the Feet, within or without the- 
Body, there is no Certainty of theſe ee neither 
.can we be aſſured, what will become of it after 
Death. Therefore, it is in vain to diſquiet thyſelf” 
in Search of a Myſtery that is hid from Mortals :- 
And equally fooliſh it will be, to frighten thyſelf 
with an Imagination of Hooks, Gins, and ſuch like 
Chimæras, which thou ſuppoſeſt the Devil is buſy 
with to: entrap thy Soul. It is a Wonder thou art 
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not afraid to ſleep, left he ſhould catch thee nappings 


and ſteal thy Soul from thee. I would fain know, - 
what ſort of Tools he muſt-uſe, to take hold of a . 
Subſtance more thin and imperceptible than a Sha-. Ml Þ 
dow; or how he will be able to ſeize and runaway WM 21 
with a Being, active and free as Thought. „ 
Couſin, * God after the Manner of thy Fore- th 
fathers; love thy Friends, pardon thy Enemies, be th 
juſt to all Men, and do no Injury to any Beaſt. If 5 
thou obſerveſt this Rule, thou mayeſt defy the Devil, v 
for thy Soul is in ſafe Cuſtody. God is nearer to al 
thee than thou art to thyſelf. He is in the Centre of 7 
every Thing, and is himſelf the Centre of all Thing: WM 
In a Word, He is All in All. | 8 
Paris, 34 % the 6th Moon,, - 
F the Year 165g. & 
„ C 
* E TER w. 
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To Afis, Baſſa. : 
OW the Scenes are changed in Europe, Ene- 1 
mies are become Friends, and thoſe who pro- 4 
feſſed a mutual Friendſhip are at open Defiance. Con- F 
ſtancy is a Vice in Politicks; anda dextrous Way of | 
ſhifting from one Engagement to another, for Intereſt 
is eſteemed the only NN Vieens,- „„ 
I have already intimated to the Divan the War p 
which broke ont laſt Year between the Swedes and * 
Danes. The latter began it by a ſolemn Proclamation, \ 
fending a Herald at Arms to the Sawedi/b Court, ] 
and diſpatching Ambaſſadorsto all his Allies in Chrif- ] 
endom, to give them an Account of his Proceed- | 


ings, Now I. ſhall entertain thee with @ ſhort lle, 


2 


Nations: 


2 Svyy:o Pars 237 
.of this War, which thou wilt comprehend, That the 
Danes are either much degenerated from the Valour of 
their Anceſtors, who formerly made the moſt terrible 
Figure of all the Nations in the North: Or elſe they 
are leſs obliged to Fortune, who has not favoured them 
with ſo many. Succeſſes and Triumphs of late, but ra- 
ther expoſed them to the Inſults of their Enemies, and 
the Contempt of all Men. 
When the King.of Denmark firſt proclaimed this 
War, he had a fair Advantage of the Swedes, who 
at that Time were ſorely intangled between the Po- 
landers, Germans, and Muſcovites, and had more 
needof Helps than. Hindrances. Vet King. .Gu//g- 
was turning Part of his Forces into Holſfein, Schone- 
land, and. Fuitland, ihe tock one Part 4fter another, 
till he had over-run thoſe Provinces in the Space of 
ſix Moons; and reduced the Danes to a Neceſſity of 
Compoſition, and that on fuch diſhonourable Terms, 
as renders them the Scorn of their neighbouring 


On the 1 3th of the 3d Moons, the Two Kings had | 


an Interview near Copenhagen, the Capital City of 


Denmark: For ſo far had the Fortune of the Su 


- dſp Arms carried their Victories. They eat and drank 


together ſeveral Times, and converſed privately ſome 
Hours. At laſt a firm Peace was concluded between 
them, and they cancerted the Meaſures of a perfect 


Friendſhip... _. 


But before this, the Dane had been forced to 


yield up Schoneland, with Elfmberg, which com- 


mands half the Baltick Sea. He ſurrendered alſo 
the Provinces of Blakin and Halland, with a very 


ſtrong Caſtle ; the Iſland of Burtholme, Ten Ships of 


War, and obliged himſelf to pay a Million 'of 


Dollars, and to maintain Four Thouſand Horſe and 
Foot in the King of Swedeland's Service, and give 


Moon. 


— * 


free Quarter to all the Seis Forces till the 5th 
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Moon. Theſe are fuch diſhonourable Articles, dn MY . 
the King of Deamark has-quite Joſt himſelf in the P 
Eſteem of all his Allies. They call him a poor-ſpiriteg I 


Prince, not worthy of Support or Aſſiſtance. n 
In a Word, Serene Baſſa, it is like to fare with þ 
| Him as with other unfortunate Men, who when they ſe 
are once falling, every Body will help to throw then 1 
down. Therefore conſerve thy Honour, as the on) N 
Bulwark of thy Intereſt and Lifſe. h 
Paris, 3d of 'the 6th Moon, | 
of the Year 1658. : 
— — | —_ — — tt 
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; To the Mufti, : 
a. 


Y the Faith of a True Believer, I fwear the il 
Chriftians are Enemies to themſelves, if they tl 

| do not embrace the Project of a certain Jefuit. They il t. 
are no Friends to their Maſſias, if they reje ſo regu- tl 
lar an Idea, ſo reformed a Model of the Nazarm 0 
Empire, as this Sage has. lately propoſed to the Pope 


and the Cardinals. n 
He lays his Fooundation very deep, and draws his 0 
Examples from the Practice of Peter, the. Prince of * 
the firſt Twelve Ubriſfian Caliphs, whom the Fan 
call the Apoſtles of Feſus, the Son of Mary. For, Wl © 
according to their Traditions, the Meſſias before be Bil * 
aſcended to Heaven, left an exact Pattern of the Em- t 
Pire he deſigned to eſtabliſh on. Earth. He divided fl 
this Empire into twelve diftin& Provinces, according 
to the Number of his Apoſtles and Vicars, aſſigning 1 
to each that Quarter of the World where he was to 8 
poem, as Moſes had formerly cantonized the hoh 7 


Region of Paleſfine among the Twelve Tribes, that 
deſcended from Jacob. | But 
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But the happy Son of Mary being a far : greater 
Prophet than Moſes, or any that had gone before 
him ; they ſay, he would not be content with dimi- 
nutive Territories, or Dominions diſproportionate to 
his ineffable Deſcent and Original. Therefore he re- 
ſolved on the Conqueſt of the whole Earth; com- 
manding his Vicegerents to diſperſe them through all 
Nations, according to a certain Method, and proclaim 
his Laws to every Creature on the Globe. 

Venerable Preſident of the Faithful, I relate theſe 
Things, as I receive them from the Mouths and 
Pens of learned Chriftians, who may be preſumed 
to know their .own Hiſtory. Thou wilt perhaps 
expect to hear of Armies immediately raiſed '; of 
Camps, Battles: and: Sieges; of Devaſtations by Fire 
and Sword; Storming of Cities; and .Famiſhing.of 

the more impregnable Fortreſſes: In a Word, I 
believe thou lookeſt for a Relation of Campaigns 
and Victories, more glorious than the Atchieve- 
ments of the. Raman Cæſars, more fortunate than 
the Succeſs of Alexander the Great: But, J tell 
thee, all the Regiſters and Archives .of -the Primi- - 
tive Chriſtians cannot furniſh us with any Memoirs 
of this Nature. ©. = + > | 5 354 

Their Goſpel mentions no Warlike Undertakings, 
not ſo much as the drawing of the Sword by the Son 
of Mary, or any of his Followers, unleſs in a pri- 
vate Rencounter, When Peter, the Lieutenant of the 
Meſias, enflamed with a Paſſion to ſee his Maſter be- 
trayed by Judas his Kahyah, or Teftard, and rudely 
aſſaulted by Malchus, a Slave of the Jexvihh Mufti, 
the valiant Apoſtle drew his Cymetar, and cut off 
the Fellow's Ear. | | | 

Believe me, O myſterious Doctor of the Maul- 
mans, I have peruſed the four Hiſtories of the Life 
of Jeſus, written by thoſe who were Eye-witneſſes 
of his Actions: And I find indeed, that he once 
ſaid to them of his Retinue, 7 come wot to ſend Peace 
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'V ſkins, Sword, and the reſt. - + 
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en Earth but a Sword. Yet, by the Sequel it is ei- 
dent, that when he examined what Weapons his Fol- t 
\ lowers had, and they told him, but two Swords; he : 
ſeemed to be well fatisfied, ſaying, It is enough; tho? { 
.a Moment before, he bid him among them that had Ml ( 
no Sword ſell his Robe and buy one. h 
And I have ſeen a Diſpatch ſent by Paul, one oft 2 
the Primitive Chriſtian Caliphs, to the Nazarene: Ml t 
Epheſus ; wherein he councils them to put on com- te 
pleat Armour, as Helmet, Breaſt-plate, Shield, Bu- c 


_ Beſides theſe Paſſages, or ſuch like, there is no d 
military Diſcourſe throughout the Book of the Go- Ml i; 
'Tpel ; much leſs any Relation of Battles, Sieges, o p 
any Martial Exploits. And the Cbriſtian Mollab, p. 
or Doctors, interpret that Letter of Paul's in a myſti- L 
ical Senſe. „ Ei 2 | 1 | th 
Wilt thou know then, how the Me/jas and his ni 
Apoſtles ſubdued the World: Þ'll tell thee, it wasby as 
exemplary Virtue and good Works, by Miracles, Si 
and evident Demonſtrations of a Supernatural Power MI $i 
aſſiſting them. For they ſpake all Languages, yet b 
were moſt of them illitirate Perſons: they cured the 
Deaf, the Blind, the Lame, and the Paralytick, 
without the Methods of Surgery or-Phyſick. They 
caſt out Devils; raiſed the Dead. And, finally, per- 
formed ſuch and ſo many ſtupendous Actions, that the 
World became.captivated to their Doctrines and Laws 
and willingly ſubmitted to a Yoke, which ſeemed v 
come from Heaven. With divine Eloquence, and 
the Dint of) irreſiſtable Reaſon, Peter, the Prince of 
the Chriſtian Caliphs, ſubdued the Minds of bs 
aſtoniſhed Auditory one Day in Jeruſalem ; ſo that, 
before the Sun went down. he gained Five Thou- 
land Proſelytes. The Fame of theſe Things wi 
ſoon ſpread through the adjacent Countries, and 
.divers,remote Provinces; and the Number of tht 
Convents was proportionably increaſed. In a ny” 
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alt that eimfraced the Faſthof Fyſus; ſurrendered 6th 
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themſely escknil obeitBitar to berentifely diſpeſed of 
at the Pleaſure f the Apoſtles 1 80 great and ure 
God. CF 52: 9 } 2 0 gt ! 1 b rg 1127115 
Nou / the forenamed qeſuit conſidering theſe Things; 
and compar! i the State of thoſe devout Times, With 
the Liberdnif, Diuiſions, Wars, and generat Con- 
temptcof. the Prieftfivod among the Chriſtians of ſic 


ceeding Times, and eſpecially in this preſent A ep! A. 


tributes the Sourde of all theſe Evils to che fl Con- 

duct of the Apoſtles themſelves, and their Succeſſors 
in the Primitive Times, he did not ſufficiently im- 
prove the Adyantages they were poſſeſſed of, when the 
pious Multitude would willingly have made them 
Lords of all Ibinge! For fays he, by the ſame Me- 
thods and Reaſons might they have ddaimed che Domi. 
nion over the Eſtates ol Kin sandEmperorsthemſelves;; 
as over the Goods and Lands of the meaneſt Proſelyte':! 
Since they were all equally Sons of the Church, and 
Subjects te the Diſcipline and Laws of Jeſuus. 


This Eæcleſiaſtie Politician therefore mightily blames 
Pope Qlveſter, who fat in the Chair of Peter, when 
Gonftantine the Great became 2 Obriſtian, being the 
firſt of the Raman Emperors wh e mbraced that Faith. 
He accuſes him, Iſay, of Weakneſs, ind a mean Spi- 
rit, for accepting of that Donation; which to this Day 
is called the Patrimony of the Church, and compre- 
hends all the Temporal Eſtate the Roman Pontiffs can 
boaſt of. ;.; Whereas he ought to have claimed an en- 
tire Reſignation of the whole Roman Empire into his 
Hands, as ſupreme Vicar of God on Earth. This 
would have been a Pattern, ſays he, to all the King 
and Princes of the Earth, who thought fit ts turn 
Chriſtians. And ſo the Dominions of the World had 
all fallen to the Share of the Prieſt 
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Neither gauld it appedvdifiedle,/in 2 
Dae reduced — Motec tis o fuch:a Fo 
fulneks and Contempt of their Royal Birch, anf r 
potent Charms of a Crown: Sinbe the fame\Rhetorick, 
which perſuaded them to be Followers of the Mea, 


- wauldhavediſe;convincedithetn:of the Vanity uf af 


earthly Epjopments ; and of the Obligation ey Had 
to be mortified,' and toꝓur ſue thair Claims to Diadem 
ag mare exalted Degiees othe inaffübbe Regilis of Py 
Roy 469627 q it! re wile F290 bag oft tr 20 

Bot fine Things are thus in their preſent gut, 

and the Chtiſtian Princes retain?-their - Sovereign, 
without any other Dependence an the Pope, faving 
in Matters putely religious; this Jeſuit propotes, that 
the Roman: Pontiffs; would: either, firſb reform their 
.QWN' Lives and Court to gie Hei 50 ofithat Primitive 
ad; Apoſtolical Purity, which ſhines fo eminently 
in the ęarlieſt Govetbourg of ithe Chu}; and by 
that Means perſuade all the Monarchs:in OB ende 
ty become their Subjects: Or elſe compel them by 
Force to take the Order of Prieſthood, and ſo tory 
their Crotyns into Mitres their Kingdbms into Ecelt- 
ſaſtical Commonwealths, viene all the. Public Offices 
of State, Seats of Judicamure, and, ii fant, the whole 
Syſtem of the Civil-and Political uminiſtration ould 
be managed by the Prieſts in aſubordihateDependence 
one of another, according as their ſeveral-CharaQters 
required. By which means all Chriſtendem would be 
ſoon united into one Ecclefiaſtic Empire, whereof 
the Pope ſhould be the iuptgme; Head i in frre as 
well as Spirituals. 

- What 1 have related is not: any this Man's pri- 
vate Project; but the univerſal Aim of his whole Or- 
der: And thouſands. of othet- Prieſts! and Derviſes are 

caballirig in all Courts and Countries of Europe to 
bring it to paſs. 

Venerable E/ad, if God ſhould ſuffer their Contri 


vance to take Effect, it is to be feared our wm 
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with the Chriſtians would be as expenſive and trou- 
bleſome, if not more fatal to the Muſjfulman In- 
tereſt, than when theſe Infidels formerly, laying aſide 
their private Feuds, banded together to conquer the 
Holy Land. 3 4 


Paris, 23th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1658. 


LETTER IX. 


To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident of 
the College of Sciences at Fez. 


I Received the Packet of venerable Import, contain- 
ing ſacred Counſels and acceptable Intelligence, re- 
pleniſhed with noble Memoirs, and illuſtrious Re- 
marks, ſage Precepts, and refined Improvements in 
Philoſophy and the myſterious Sciences of Nature. 
With abundance of Affection and Joy I read the 
Character of Muſu Abu Yahyan, and the Encomium 
of his Wiſdom and Vertues. May a Conſtellation of 
ſuch Lights always adorn that renowned College, and 
from thence diſperſe their learned Influence and 
Rays, net only through Africa, but over all. tha 
Earth; that Fez may be numbered among the Cities 
whoſe Fame is ſweet; that may it be ranked with 
Jeruſalem the Holy; Maſre the ancient; Medina 
Talnabi the chaſte, and the ſalutiferous Babylon, ac- 
quiring a peculiar Title of Honour, an Attribute wor- 
thy of Reſpect, when Men ſhall every where call it 
Fez, the Mother of Sciences. 130; Ed 
My Soul has been very inquiſitive and reſtleſs for 
many Years, and I think this is owing to my Capti- 


vity in Palermo: For before that, whilſt] lived at 


M2 eaſe 
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Eaſe in the Seraglio, baſking under the warmer Influ- 
ence of Royal Majeſty, the ſacred Preſence of the 
Grand Seignior, who like the Sun gives Motion, Heat, 
and Life to all Things; J never regarded Books, or 


once applied my Mind to ſtudy any thing, but hom 


to acquit myſelf in my Station, and ſtrengthen my 
Intereſt at the Court: Eſteeming all other Learning at 
barbarous, which conduced not to this End. 

Foreign Hiſtories and Languages were equally con- 
' temptible to me: I thought it beneath a Muſfulnan 
Courtier, to give his Tongue and Mind the Fatigue 
of any other Dialect, ſave the Per/fian, A4rabich, and 
Turkiſp : Or to load his Memory with the Records of 
vther Nations, deſigned to be the Slaves of True 


Believers. Ee ns | 
As to the ſpeculative Sciences, I'was naturally def. 
Tous enough of Knowledge. But I either had not Lei- 
ſure, or wanted Books and other Advantages of 
Study. So that all the Knowledge I could then boaſt 
of conſiſted only in ſome looſe Notions of Logick 
and Metaphyſicks, which I had got by reading an 
old Arabick Manuſcript. And I thought myſelf H. 
ftorian enough, after I had peruſed the Annals of the 
Ottoman Empire, and now and then caſt an Eye on 
the Turkiſh Tranſlation of Herodotus and Plutarch. 
Tt is true, indeed, by converſing frequently with 
the Greeks, I ſoon.learned their vulgar Dialect: But 
this is far from the polite Language of the ancient 
Grecians And a Page of the Treaſury taught me the 
Rudiments of Sclawonian ; which afterwards I learned 
more perfectly, hoping it-wauld.be of ſame Service to 
me one Time or other. 
All theſe were very ſuperficial Accompliſhments; 
yet I thought myſelf happy enough, without ſearcl- 
ing any farther. The Pleaſures and Gayeties of 4 
Courtly Life took from me the Edge and Guſt, will 
which I have ſince purſued more ſolid Studies, and 
looked into the Wiſdom of the Ancients. | 10 


f 
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But when once Misfortune had changed the Scene 
of my Life, and, inſtead of the honourable Poſt I had 
in the Crand Seignor's Service, Fate had rendered me 
a miſerable abje& Slave in Sicily, I began to grow 
very Thoughtful and Penſive. Fhe continual Drudge- 
ry and Labour I underwent ſoon mortified my for- 
mer Paſſions, and weaned me from all Hopes of world- 
ly Honour: And the cruel Stripes I daily received 
from that barbarous Infidel; my Maſter, fo broke my 
Spirits, that Servitude became familiar to me; and, 
deſpairing to be happy in this World, I was only am- 
bitious to be Wiſe. . 1 

[ grew very contemplative : And having acquaint- 
ed myſelf with an honeſt Carpenter in the Town 
where we lived, who had à great many Books in his 
Cuſtody, he lent me ſeveral choice Treatiſes ; and I 
borrowed all: the Hours F could from Sleep, to 
peruſe them with Attention and Profit. That 
Carpenter pitied my Condition, and did me many 
good Offices of Friendſhip, without other Hopes 
of Reward, ſave what he expected from God. By 
his Means I- contracted a Familiarity with two or 
three learned Men, who ſpared no Pains to in- 
ſtrut me in the Roman and antient Cree Languas 
ges, as alſo in the Principles of Philoſophy. My Ma- 


ſter often beat me for this, attributing the Negle& of 


his. Buſineſs to my Bookiflineſs (as he called it) and 
keeping the Prieſts Company. But all his Severity 
could not abate my ardent Thirſt after Knowledge, 
I ſtill continued ſtudying at certain Seaſons, till 
the happy Hour ofemy Redemption; and then I 


| frequented the Academies. Ever ſince which Fime, 


I have neglected no Opportunities of my improving my 
Reaſon; yet find myſelf at this Day much in the 
Dark, There appears no. Certainty in any Science 
but the Mathematick: All the reſt are entangled 
with a thouſand Controverſies and Riddles; which. 
has made me turn Sceptick in moſt. Things. Only I 

LE: retain 
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retain an inviolable Faith for the Alcoran' and the 
Book of prophetick Doctrines and Traditions. Next 
to theſe, I pay a profound Reſpect to the Writings 
of Porphyry the Philoſopher, who ſeems to approach 
neareſt to Reaſon of all the ancient Sages. His true 


Name was the ſame as thine [ Melech] which thou 


knoweft in the S$zriackt ſignifies [King.] Whence 
his Tutor Longinus, taking Occaſion from the uſual 
Colour of Royal Robes, called him Porphyrius, which 
in the Greek ſignifies, one clad in Purple. He was 
born at Tyre, the Metropolis of the ancient Pheri. 
" cians. His Pedigree was noble, and his Education 
generous. Nature had alfo formed him for a Sage, 
and Fortune favoured him with Advantages enough, 
For beſides his firſt Tutor, whom I have already 
mentioned (who was the greateſt Grammarian and 
Orator of his Time;) Porphyry went to Rome, where 
he gained the Friendſhip of Plotinus: And that Phi- 
loſopher accompliſted him in the Perfection of all 
Science: So that he had Power over the Demons, and 
_ expelled the Genius 4tan which infeſted certain Baths 
in Reme. In a Word, his Doctrines appeared Divine, 


and his Actions mere than Human. Yet he himſelf 


before- his Death publiſhed a Reverfe of his former 
Writings : Which is a ſufficient Argument, that there 
is no Stability in the Thoughts of Mortals. | 

Therefore, ſince the Wiſeſt of Men contradi 
themſelves. and turn Scepticks, tell me, O Oracle of 
the Age, why may not I: = 
Paris, 29th of the 8th Moon, « 

of the Tear 1658. 
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HERE has — ſomething leech trabſaed bis 
＋ tween; the French and the Engl; which 
ſeems a Myſtery. No Body here underſtands the 
Meaning of it, but the very;Privatigesof the Cabinet. 
Yet every one gueſſes it is 2 fetch of Mazariz''s Wit. 
That Miniſter-has morei Meagders in his Brains, than 
an old Turtiſꝶb Gameſtet at Cheſs ; who foreſees no 
keſs than nine upaveidable-Conſequences before he 
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be to his own Advantage: n a Word, Dunbint. the 
ſtrongeſt and; moſt jmPortant;Sea:-Þown-of rah the 
Wef, is ſurrendered: by;:theiSpantards to the French; 
and by theſe, as an earneſt of F riendihip, ovpult into 
ſhe. Hands of the Fng/i/b1>'7 n25d 286. 2011 2d 

| - The. little; Politiciatſs of ke City are amazed at 
it and the greateſi: Machiavels of the Court ei- 


Secret. 


ing Thoughts: together over a Box of Polvita,>and- 
ſneezing out their; Sentiments without Reſerve. 
Vet, after all their wiſe Confult;. they part as great 
Fools as they met, and only ſatisfy themſelyeswith 
nodding MWiſdam to eaclhi othef at the aft C 
wherein is r the whole Syſtem of the 
Politicks. 

It was: generally thought to be ſome extraordi- 
nary Overture this Court would make to the Eagli 


Duke of Cregui, firſt Gentleman of the Bed Chamber, 
and Monſieur Maacim; the Cardinal's Nephew; were 
ſent: en of French Nobles th 
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makes one bold Mations Aud 4 be ſure: the laſt ſhall” 


ther cannot or Will .not inform ind of the true 


You ſhall -ſ2edtwe-or three grave cbm bicod- 


when a little before the Surrender of Duxhir4, : the 


4 England, 
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England. Every Body gueſſed ſome ſurprizing AQi- 
on would follow ; and mati it muſt nepds be a My. 
1 | of en ee which. could not be 
truſted to Perſons of, lefs Note, than the Two chie 
F avourites of the ©; Minas And now it x 
come out, they know not what to make of it. Nei- 
ther can I poſſibly learn ag yet the'true —_ of 
putting the Engliſb in Poſſeſſion of ſuch à Fowil a; 
this, which commands all the. Northern Seas, and 
has coſt ſa much Sweat and Bloed to take from the 


Spaniards." have ſer Ofirin the Dwarf te woll 


and! laid aps to ger! the" Secret from ſever] 
cher Countries. Bud T aigke nee hv! ttempt 
ed toc find tout the Body of Moyes; which cauſed x 
Qühirel between Michas andbithe Droit Time 
perhaps will difcover the Secret. And I dare at 
pfeſent conclude, that the Eægliſb are the only Na. 
jon in Zurope, whoſe Friendſhip? the French think 


Worth eoùrtingbliel: 10 390739 0328 l 


The King has been very. if bf, Fever, and in 
_ great; Danger: of 'bis5Life: But ii how! recovered 
Again, which occaſions abundafice of real Joy among 
is Friends and loyal Subjects. As for theè reſt, they 
know how to counterfeit. „ 
Thad almoſt forgot to tell thee,” that the Spaniard,, 
endeavyouring to relieve- Duxkirk,: were encounter. 
ed by the Frtneh and-routed: about two Thouſand 
If their Men being K led, and asl many taken ri 
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ſoners 710, Tcl Ning boy di 28 2100 
age Baſſa, the: Succeſſes of 'this\Monarch- are 0 
eonftant, that they have given Birth to a: Proverd* 
For when they would encourage any Man's Hopes, 
or make a ſtrong Aſſeveration, they uſually ſay, as furt 
as the Great Lewis vill getia Town or Tavo in Flan- 
ders this. Campaign 903 $9995 291 5 8 0 
i>Mareſdbosli Thrinne:.is 2 brave” General; and tbe 
French Victoties are in a great Meaſure owing i 
dis: Conduct. He is very expeditious in- hib —— 
Kr 1 » NM ; t 
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takings. There were but a few Days between the 
Surrender of Dunkirk, and his taking of Bergen, 
Furnes, and Dixmude, three ſtrong Fortreſſes in 
Flanders: And, it is thought, it will not be long be- 
fore he takes others. WWVS 

The French King is in a fair way to the Empire of 
the eff. But this will not be for the Intereſt of the 
Grand Seignior : For then he will have a new Enemy 
of an old Friend, and one more potent than he had 
before. Yet Deſtiny over-rules all Things. 


Paris, 13th of the gth Moon. 
F the Tear 1658. 
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LSTCEEN XL. 
70 Mahamed, the Eremite of Mount Uriel 
Have often troubled thee with important Addreſſ- 


in Arabia. 

| es, O matchleſs Mortal: Permit me once more to 
unboſom my Thoughts, as to. my Confeſſor, or ra- 
ther as to an Oracle. ET | 

Surely, this Hour the Stars of my Nativity ſuffer 
a mighty Change. I ſeem to myſelf like one newly 
awaked out of a deep Sleep, or from the Deluſions of 
a long Dream: For ſo methinks have my paſt Years 
gone away like a Night, wherein my labouring Spirrit 
has encountered with nothing but Phantaſms, Viſions 
and Darkneſs. | | 
My infant Days I efteem the-moſt happy, when 
my Ignorance of Vice had greater Influence on my 
Actions, and preſerved me more free from Blemiſh, 
than could afterwards all my acquired Knowledge of 
the Precepts and Maxims of Virtue. For no ſooner 


- 
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was Tenjoyned the Study of Morality, and taught tu Ml te: 
diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil; but my Curio. 1 
fity prompted me to examine the Nature of the 


* 


Latter more cloſely than by bare Speculation. ] Bi 
found myſelf more forcibly carried away by a fe. Mm 
ctet Pleaſure, to make Experiment of what ws fa 
Forbidden, than to practiſe what was Commanded : m 
So prone is Man to be jealous of his Tutors, and to a 


ſuſpect thoſe Laws as Impoſitions, which put a Re- 
ftraint on his native Liberty. | 
Beſides this, there are certain genial Inclinations . 
in every Mortal, which the Voungeſt, and he that is A 
in his Nonage, thinks he has as much _ to gratify . 
0 


as the wiſeſt Senior. Nor can any Reaſon eaſily per- 
ſuade him to part with this Privilege, but under the 

Notion of being highly 8 ; ſhpce every Man 
naturally places his Intereſt and Happineſs in purſue- a, 
ing the Motions of his own Will. F 
t is true, I never was prone to any enormous 0 
Vices, or ſuch as for their Singularity would make q 
the moſt hardened Libertine bluſh, did he praiſe i 
them to the Knowledge of Men. c 
I ever had an unconquerable Abhorrence for 1 


thoſe ſpecifick Acts of Laſciviouſneſs, which ought v 
not to be named, and whoſe very Idea makes the | 


Thought recoil: Yet am naturally Amorous, and I 
cannot but pay to Beauty the Sentiments and Paſſions b 
which are due from P/atonick Love: I admire t 
Symmetry and Elegance wherever I diſcern them ; a 


and can ſtand gazing whole Hours together on a 
Flower, a Tree, or a Peacock. I am enamoured with I 
the Brightneſs of the Sun ; and, like another Endy- } 
mion, I langniſh for a more intimate Acquaintance 
with the Moon. The leſſer Beauties of the Night, 

the Stars, enflame me with a thouſand Paſſions. I 
make my Court to the whole Hoſt of Heaven, yet 
I hope commit no Idolatry. In fine, I am in Love 


with the Univerſe; and die hourly, when I con- 
1 05 | template 


Phat 
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template the Glory oft that ow {rooted Eſſence, 
which is the Root and Source of all Things. 

Theſe are Paſſions not unbecoming As, — 
But I have alſo ſome Emotions for beautiful 
more violent than all the reſt, more dangerous 1 1 
fatal. Tell me; O pious'Sy/wan, how I ſhall gratify 
17 Love, wittiout offending Vine 0¹ the Gravity of 
a Man. A. ; nl 113k 

"Theſe Ctentires ſeem to be 1 for our Per- 
plexity; ſince a Man can neither well be happy 


with, or withoat them. They are perfect Riddles: 


And to love them or hate them too much is an equal 


Soleciſ. It were a jon worthy: of | a Fhiloſo- 


od Offices they do ub, Were not ſont inio the 
oN 40 biet and Thepans, to dbſerve our: Councils 
and Actions: And by mixing Smiles with Frowns, 
Flatteries with Reproaches, - Zullenneſ with more 


ow Whether this Sexy! among alt the neceſſary 


obligi Favours, to keep us in a perpetual Maze 
24 V leſt the aſpiring Wi = Men ſhould, 
if left themſelres, attempt more auda - 


cious than ſhe Poets feign of the — of Titan; or the 
written Laty records of Nimrod and. his Companions, 


ho bra] the Power of Babel. af 

But whether they be Spies or faithful Aſſiftants, 
Enemies ur Friends, I tell thee plainly, I have not 
been able to forbear loving them exceſſively. And 
this is Part of the Dream or Tranee out of wm 1 


am juſt now awaked. 

An ther Kr exo} that o Kaon This i 18 2 
hc 3 - mere 3 ge pte, 
aunted' 4 , hor courted popular ule: 
Yet being one with the ſublime Secrets, and 
commanded to ſerye the Grand 8eignior i in this Sta 
tion, I would fain acquit myſelf without Diſprace. 
Nay, like other Mortals- in — — T would ill · 


ingly have the Smiles of 2 and the 


Careſſes of Hoppy Ane — vo _ it 
M 6 Je 
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F.; "This, path me upon: 1 19 -=FTY 


makes me ſwear to Contradictions pus? Lies and 


Blaſphemies which would turn the Devil to a Saint 
for fear. In a Word, I ſtumble at no Vice or Ims 
| mortality, which may promote the Cauſe I- am en- 
gaged in: And all this for the ſake of a fair, Cha- 
racter at the Porte: Whilſt L am cajoling.- myſelf. as 
2 as 71 an Keen, . 1 is Led yg 

core of Honeſty; and to ſacquit myſelf a good; Man. 
Thus I purſue a Blaſt, a Bubble, the Idea of Noting - 
mere. Vanity, and an empty Dream. And it: is 
pa me ta wake off chis Eachanthent, than that pe 

5 
Vet all this while I * not "ben the Funck 
Method to gain Honour. I neyer was guil of Op- 
preſſion and Cruelty, nor batheod my in hu- 
man Blood; No Widow or Orphan mourns for what 
I have taken from them. Nor do Igver. Ace da any 
Body into Compliance with Reaſon, All. the Parts I. 
have acted in this Nature were defenfiv: Pure 
Efforts of Self- preſervation; which, thou ee eſt, 
is a Principle natural to all Men, and even to the 
Worms of the Earth. Foſs little Reptiles, when 
they are trampled on, will turn again: And nothing 
more do I, unleſs 1 in the Sultan's Kauf uſe. R 

This puts me in Mind of my Integrity; 1. [ 
muſt tell thee my Virtues as. well, as my. Vices.: 
Neither Arabia nor all, the Eaſt. have ever brought 
forth a Man more true to his Truſt, than honeſt 
loyal Mahmur. I will for ever boaſt of this, in an 
Age ſo full of Treachery. This alone will carry 
me fafe to Paradiſe, in ſpite of the Mallabs. As 
for the reſt, they are only venial Sins, eaſily; dropt 
off * the Bridge of Tul. And i long as 2 
4 Body 
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Body can ſay, I have betrayed my Maſter's Secrets, 
Jam ſafe as an Angel that is not obliged to ſtand Cen- 
tinel at the loweſt: Poſt of Heaven: F or there he is 
within Gun-ſhot of the Devil. PDE | 
Juſt as I, drew my Pen from that Word, a ſud- 
den Noile in the Streets called me to the Window; 
Where turning my Eyes from the Earth to the Moon 


and Stars, (for it was a very ſerene Sky) I obſerved 


a ſmall ſwift Cloud to glide along from South to 
North, much in Appearance like a Bale of Silk. It 
cleft the Element like a ſly Arab Thief, that ſwims 
for Booty on the River Tygris.. Wondering at this, 
when all' the Firmament was clear, and not another 
Cloud above the Horizon; I ſoon concluded it was 
the Chariot of ſome airy God, a Mercury or Meſſen- 
ger ſent with ſpeedy. News to the High Lords, Com- 
manders of the Articl Regions, to. bid them be upon 


their Guard, or ſome ſuch weighty Matter- Perhaps, 


thought I, a War is commenced between the Spirits 
of the Poles: Or, it may be, King - Holus has ſent a 


Summons to the Northern Winds, being reſolved to. 
play ſome. Royal Pneumatick Freaks upon the Sea. 


In good earneſt it made me reflect on our Ig- 
norance of the Laws and Conſtitutions of the Ele- 
ments. It put me in Mind of the Fogs and Miſts 
which ſometimes envelop the Globe in Darkneſs; 
on purpoſe, for ought we know, to hinder us from 


ſeeing what is tranſacting at ſuch Seaſons in the 
higher Regions of the Air. The Spirits of thoſe 


ſerener Tracts may then be frolicking: in viſible 
Forms, celebrating ſolemn Feſtivals, and kindlin 
all the Meteors of the Upper Welkin, as natura 
Fireworks an Illuminations, not fit for Mortals to 
behold, leſt we ſhould. learn too much, and grow 
as wiſe as they. However, it made me very con- 


templative, to ſee a ſingular ſolitary Cloud thus glide - 
along the Air: And I could have wiſhed for Wings 


to 
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to purſue its Motions, becauſe the Appearance wa 
Rot common. = 


Thou, that baſt meaſured he whole Free of * 


ture, and taken the true Dimenſions of the World, 
that haſt penetrated into the Secret of the Elements, 


and art always buſied in the moſt fage and ſolid Scry- 


tinies;; wilt ſmile at the Vanity of common Mortals, 
ſuch as I, who, when we are intelligible to ourſelves, 
yet preſume to comprehend the' Ways of the Ope- 
tent, who is perfect in Knowledge. 

As for me, who have ſtudied in the Atademies, 
and read 4ri/torle, Avicen, Plotinus, Averrocs, with 
other Philoſophers, J eſteem myſelf ſtilk but at the 
Bottom of Plato's Cave, converſing with” Shadows/ 
miſtaken in every Thing but the Idea of thy Sandtity f 
and immenſe Wiſdom, which is imprinted on my Bouſ⸗ 
2s thoſe which the Philofophers call Firſt Hmeſpies 
becauſe they are Self-evident. 

I deſigned to have ſaid more to thee”! but a ſuddei 
Indiſpoſition and extreme Faintneſs has taken away 

my Spirits. My Limbs tremble, my Head is giddy, 
my Heart fails me: In a Word, 1 ſeem lite ese bes, 
ren , Mortal. and 5 Ghoft.” DO | 


Pane, 20th of this 8th Moon, e 
| Suh Year RON.” | | 


C * 
8 


1. E T T E R XII. 
T 0 Achmet Padiſhani Culligiz, Baſn. 1 


H Y Surname argues hs a Fayorrite at the 
Seraglio: And for that Reaſon I know thou 


art accuſtomed to receive infinite Submiſſions and | 


Flatteries: But T muſt be as blunt with thee; ag 


I was with the new Mu/7i, when I congratulated = 
| c 
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Acceſſion to the chief Patriarchate. I told that Prince 
of the Muſſulman Prelates, that I had no Encourage- 
ment to welcome him to a Dignity, which though in 
itſelf ſacred and inviolable, yet could not ſecure 
him from the Perſecution of popular Envy, any more 
than it did his Predeceffor. And the ſame I muſt ſay 
to thee. 2 ; 
Darniſb Mebemet, Baſſa, is fallen à Victim to the 
Rage of the Multitude; and thou haſt got his Seat 
on the Bench. Mayeſt thou enjoy it long, and never 
be Mobbed out of thy Honour and Life as he was. 
Some Years ago he forbad me to write any more to 
him. What his Reaſon was, I know not, neither 
did I ever enquire. However, I obeyed his Injun- 
ction, being indifferent to whom I fend my Intelli- 
gence, provided I do the Grand Seignior any Service; 
For to that End I am placed here. ad | 
Illuſtrious Baſſa, I ſhall now acquaint thee with 
two the moſt principal Points of News ſtirring in 
Europe. One is the Election of Leopoldus Ignatius 
Joſepbus, King of Hungary and Bohemia, to the Ger- 
man Empire. They have been canvaſſing this Buſi- 
neſs eleven Moons: And at laſt the Auſtrian Faction 
carried it: That was done on the 8th of the 7th 


Moon: And he was ſolemnly Crowned on the 22d of 


the ſame. 'This has heightened the Quarrel between 
the Duke of Bawaria and the Prince Palatine. The 


latter was ſo far tranſported with Paſſion at the Diet 


of Frankfort, that he threw a Standiſh of Ink at the 
Bavarian Ambaſſador: Which is reſented as an un- 
pardonable Aﬀront : And the Duke is marching with 


an Army to revenge it, or demand Satisfaction. The 


Elector of Mentæ has denied him Paſſage through 


his Principality. And they are all like to be em- 


broiled in a Civil War about it. This is no bad News 

for the Muſſulmans. Dn” „ 
But that which makes yet a greater Noiſe. is the 

Death of Oliver, the Protector of the Eugliſßʒ Com- 


mon- 
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He was a valiant General, and wiſe Stateſman: 
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monwealth; who, whilſt living, was the Terror of 
all Europe. The Superſtitious and ſuch as regard 
Signs ſay, This was preſaged three Moons ago, when 
a great Whale, nine Times as long as a tall Man, 
was taken in a River of England, near the. Capital 
City, forty Miles from the Sea. know not whether 


theſe Kind of Obſervations are worthy of Credit, 
Yet it ſeems the Annals of that Nation take Notice, 


That the unuſual Appearance of a Whale ſo far within 
Land has always prognoſticated ſome mighty Change, 
Perhaps the Fate of illuſtrious Perſonages affects Na- 
ture with a more than ordinary Paſſion, puts the Ele- 
ments into Diſorder, and inſpires the Brutes with 
Sympathy. | | | 

Me are eſſured, that on the Day of this Prince's 
Death, and at the very Hour of his Departure, there 
was ſo violent a Tempeſt of Wind, Rain, Hail, 


 Fhunder, and Lightning, as had never been known 


by any Man then alive in that Nation : Which ſome 
interpreted to his Diſhonour, as if he were a _ 
is 


cian, or at leaſt a very wicked Man; and that this 
Hurricane was raiſed by the Devils, who tranſport- 
ed his Soul to Hell. Whilſt others affirmed this 


mixed Storm to be only the Sighs and Tears of Na- 
ture, the mournful Paſſions of the Guardian Spi- 
rits of England, for the Loſs of ſo great and fortu- 
nate a Hero; and that the very inanimate. Beings 
condoled his Death. As for me, I look on all theſe 
Things as pure Accidents, the. Effects of Chance. 
T have an equal Opinion of another Circumſtance, 
much obſerved both by his Enemies and Friends; 
That he died on the ſame Day, wherean he had 
formerly gained ſome notable Victories. The One 
deſcanting on this to his Reproach, the Other 
drawing from it Arguments of Honour. It is dif- 
ficult to ſay any Thing of him without appearing 
partial. He had great Virtues and no leſs Vices. 


Yet 
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ret a Traitor to his Sovereign. As for Religion, tho" 
— profeſſed himſelf a Zealot, yet it is — he was 
25 indifferent as other Princes; who for Reaſons of 
State, and:'to. pleaſe their People) make a Shew of 
Piety; bat in their Hearts adore. rang other God but 
Ton ute and Victory. 

He was eſteemed one of che greateſt Politicians of 
this Age; and none could match him but Maæarini. 
Yet I cannot but ſmile, when I call to mind, how 
both- theſe eminent Stateſmen were cheated this Year 
wy two or three Pugitives.' | bur x | 

A certam French Captain: RN) Gentile, that had 
ſerved under the States: of Holland in the Wars, and 
on that Account had often paſſed throngh the Sea- 
Towns in Flanders, obſerved a Weaknk s in one Part 
of the Walls of Ofend by which the Town might 
eaſily be ſurprized. At his Return to Paris, he ac- 
quainted Cardinal Mazarini with this ; and yur 
him ſo great 'Encouragement, that the Cardin res 
ſolved to try ſome Stratagem in order to gain that im- 
portant . neee the Coſt and Hazards of a for- 


wel dee 


To this: End he: cid Cuil to ſeek out 
forts Perſons fit to be engaged in the Plot: Men of 
Reſolution, Conduct, and Secreſy. This Captain 
therefore knowing two or three Fugitives in Paris, 


| Who were forced to fly out of Flanders to ſave their 


Lives}: having committed Murthers and other Crimes. 
againſt the aniſb Government, breaks the Buſineſs 


to them, promiſing Mountains yo un, if they would : 


alfi in carry it on. 
They ſeemed. to embrace his Propoſals with 


5 2 of Neadineſs, and were introduced into 


the Cardinals, Cabinet; where that Miniſter being 
fatisfied in their Characters, and tbe Offers they 
made to ſerve him in this Affair, ſeconded the Pro- 
miſes which Gentilot had _ them: with many 
additional * In a Wards; they con- 


ſulted 
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ſulted together fre quently ; were late every Ni t 

the Cardinals Lod 2 HE chad as lud. havtag adit 
1 


all the neceſſary res that were to ba taken, the 
Fugitiues wete diſpatched ia inte Erglend, ewich 


Letters from Mia arini ten Oliueni the ofingli/h r. 


tector: Wherein he acquainted.-thenj'/with. the Der 
ſign; requiring the Aſſiſtance of Jowe (Engl; "Ships 
to tranſport Men into the Haven of Ofen. 
Theſe Agents went accordingly, but with a Reſo 
lation to put a Trick both on the Cardin al and the 
Frotector; and, by doing their Country fo conſidera; 
ble a Service as thb ſaving:this; LD, dor meriba Re- 
peal of the: Sentence pronounced. againſt; them, that 
ſo they might return home in Peace, e mer 
Eftates and: natire Liberty: 19140. und: 
Olicer irtcewed them very kindly, and atabtaced 
the Motion with ſome Warmth. But upon ſecond: 
Thoughts tried to out- bribe Mazarini, and bire 
theſe Perſons for himfelf. Offend was too; ſweet 4 
Bait in his Eye, ta let it fall tamehy into the Hand) 
of the Freneb, foi want of -a fewnliviger Prumiſes, and 
Offers of Gold. Wherefore he plyed theßs Agent 
briſkly with all the effeQtuat Oratory He could;; to win 
them over to his own ſeparate Intereſt ; engaging to 
beſtow great Preferments on them in England, with 
Two hundred thouſand n as ſoon. a5 the Buſi· 
neſs Was accompliſhed. | Di gow of 
The three Flemings defired_no better Sport thas 
thus: to cajole two the: ablefb Stateſmen ii Europe 
They poſſeſſed Oliver with an'.entire Belief, of their 
Zeal and Fidelity in his Service Andit was agreed 
on between them, to hold Mazarizi im Play, and that 
Oliver ſhould ſend him an Anſwer, refuſing to med- 
dle in an Intrigue, which ſeemed to Carry: ſo little Pro- 
dabiliey of Succeſs. it ai bes 
From England "theſe Agerits paſſed ovet into. Zea: 
land, it having been ſo concluded before they — 


ed de Cardinal: Mazarini;. that ſo - they. _— 
there 
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there gain more Confederates, and lay all the neceſ- 
fary Trains to bring this Intrigue to the deſired If- 
ſue. But, inſtead of doing either the Protector or 
Cardinal Mazarini this Service, they went immedi- 
ately, and revealed the whole Secret to the Governor 
of Flanders.: + | EEG, 7 
He having duly examined all Circumſtances, and 
being ſatisfied in the Truth of their Relations, and 
in their Loyalty to the King of Spain, commanded 
them to proceed in deluding both the French and 
the Engliſh, as long as they could, with fair Hopes 


of accompliſhing their Aims: Whilſt he took Care 


to ſecure Offend, and other Parts of Flanders, from 
all Attempts of this Nature. 1 $7400 
In fine, the Protector falling off again, bein 
frighted by Cardinal Mazarini's Threats, who ha 
diſcovered his under-hand Dealing, theſe Agents 
applied themſelves cloſe to the French, Who were 
now. made ſo much more eager by Oliver's Deſign 
to interlope them. They ſpun out the Intrigue ſeve- 
tal Moons, brought the French King to ſign Articles 
and to paſs his Word for the Payment of near a 
Million of Gold, cajoled his General in Flanders, and 
at one Time made him believe, It was his Intereſt to 
lie ſtill for ſix Weeks together, when all the World 


expected he would pm his Conqueſts in that Pro- 


vince. At another Time, cauſed him to march with 
ſo much Precipitation, when the Ways were impaſſa— 
ble, that he was forced to leave moſt of his Cannon, 
and a thouſand Waggons plunged in the deep Roads, 


with the Loſs of three thouſand Men, who were ei- 


ther drowned or ſtarved : And all this for the Sake of 
gaining Offend, When after all they were not only 
cheated of their Hopes in that Point, but moſt 
ſhamefully expoſed to the Deriſion and Contempt 


of all Europe. For Cardinal Mazarini repoſed an 


entire Confidence in the Fidelity of his Flemiſh A- 
gents: So that whatſoever they propoſed as an an 


Expe- 
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Expedient to e the Deſign was a Law. Hence 
it was, that the Fr:zch General in Flanders received 
expreſs Orders to embark Part of his Army on certain 


Veſſels that lay before Dunkirk, and, on a prefixed 
Day, to fail into the Haven. of Offend, there to 


land his Men, and take Poſſeſſion of the Town, in 


the Name of his Maſter : Being made to believe, That 
the Gates, would be opened to him, and that the Ga- 
#i/þ Garriſon ſhoutd march out in his Sight. 


All this was carried on with ſo much Artifice and | 


Jubtle Management, that when he entered the Haven 
with ten | Veſſels, he thought himfelf ſecure of the 
Place: Yet no ſooner landed his Men to: the Number 
of fifteen Hundred, but they thundered upon them 
fuch Vollies of great and ſmall Shot from the Walls, 
that two Hundred of them fell immediately, as many 
threw down their Arms, and the Citizens making a 
vigorous Sally, the reſt were either killed or taken 
Priſoners, he himſelf not eſcaping that Misfortune. 


By this thou mayeſt diſcern, how eaſy it is for an 


Agent of any Prince to embacrafs his Maſter's Affair: 
And that a publick Miniſter can never commit a 
gteater or more dangerous Error than in being too 
credulaus. | 3 oe 
Serene Baſſa, let not Mabmut's Name ſound harſh 
at the Porte, nor his Honour be traduced by Syco- 
phants; ſince his Loyalty is Proof againſt all Temp- 
tations; and this the Miniſters of Divan the know by 
twenty Years Experience. 1 1 | | 


— Paris, 5th of the roth Moon, | 
2 the Fear 1658. 
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LETTER xm; 
70 Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of tbe 


the Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms at Con- 


ſtantinople. 


Have received a Diſpatch from our Couſin You 
He has been in a cold Region, within the Arctick 
Circle, but now is at Stockholm in Sue len. The 
Parts he has viſited are the farthermoſt Tracts of our 
Continent to the North. They may be called, The 
Territories of Night and Darkneſs; for they have- 
but one Day in a whole Year. The Sun appears but 
Once above their Horizon, during his Annual Pro- 
greſs through the Zodiack: Yet he makes them 
amends by the long continued Light he affords them 
at that Seaſon : For that one Day is, without the 
Miracle of Jehhua, prolonged +the Space of four, 
five, or fix Moons, according to the proportionate 
Diſtance of each Country from the Pole. 


Jof relates ſtrange Things of thoſe dark Coun- | 


tries, and ſuch as ſeem almoſt to ſurpaſs Credit, were 
they not confirmed by many grave and learned Wri- 
ters. He ſays, That in ſome Parts of Norway no Tree 
is to be ſeen, by Reaſon of the violent Force of the 
Winds, which blow down all before them, carry- 


ing away even the Roofs of. Houſes, and ſcattering. 


them at a great Diſtance. So that the Inhabitants are 


forced to dwell in Dens and Caves, and burn the 
Bones of Fiſhes for want of better Fuel; ſince ir is 


impoſſible for any Plant to grow in thoſe Parts. 
Neither can Men travel ſafely on Horſes, or a Foot, 
at certain tempeſtuous Seaſons : For the Wind will 
either throw down Horſe and Man to the Ground, 


But 
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But when he deſcribes the horrible Coldneſs of 
theſe Regions, the very Idea of it is enough to 
make one quake. He ſays, Cold is an active Qua- 
lity, and reigns under the North Pole, as in its pro- 


= Kingdom or Center, from whence it darts its 


eezing Rays thro h the Earth. Vet others are 
of Opinion, that Cold is only a Privation of Heat, 
a bare paſſive Diſpoſition of the Elements; and there- 
fore more ſenſibly felt in thoſe Climates that are 
fartheſt from the warm Influence of the Sun, whoſe 
Beams give Life and Vigour to all Things. Be it 
how it will, its Effects are very remarkable in theſe 
Northern Regions. SEES „„ 2 
All the Rivers, Lakes, and Seas there are frozen 
up during the Winter. Men, Horſes, Waggons, 
Coaches and even whole Armies, paſs as common- 
ly over the Ice, as before Ships ſailed there, or as we 
travel over the firm Land. And laſt Winter, the Bal- 
tick Sea was the Road of Ice, over which the Kin 
of Sweden marched with his Army of Horſe an. 
Foot into Zealand,*to proſecute the War in thoſe 
Parts. They alſo raiſe ſtrong Forts of Snow, able to 
ſuſtain the Battery of Bullets, and Engines of War, 
with all the Violence of the fierceſt Aſſaults, They 
build Carvanſeras on the frozen Seas and Lakes for 
the Convenience of Travellers; and fet up Branches 
of Firs or Juniper, as Marks to diſtinguiſh the 
Holes and Fiſſures of the Ice, from that which is 
ſolid and . ſecure; for there are High-ways on thoſe 
congealed Waters, and Officers appointed to ſurvey 
them, and take all neceſſary Orders for the Security of 
Travellers: And ſometimes they fight pitched Battles 
on the frozen Element. | : 
Our Kinſman alſo has made curious Remarks on 
the Triumphal Obeliſks, and Funeral Monuments of 
ancient Heroes among the Goths and Swedes : For 
theſe Nations boaſt of Giants and famous Warriors. 
Theſe Monuments, though of Stone, and — 
| aped, 
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lupe yet were never cutibytheHandoof Man, but 


ard ſc many Splinters of Noch and Mountains; tom 


from the main Body. by the: Violence of Earthquakes, 


Thunders, or the like Motions of Nature, and fallin 
down in the Forms of Pyramids, and other artificia 
Figures, were of old {et up by me Graves of Giants, 
and other reneuned Perſons. Having alſo Inſeripti- 


ons on them, fignifying the e Nn Jhers | 


lea buried:" Such eng pate ; 
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with my own Hand killed Ah two Gi- 
_ ants; * at. laſt being killed of hy G 
ant Rolvos my Body ties here. 
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And, 


TI Trzotvas, - that "ſubdued all Oppreſſors, 


and defended the Poor and Weak, Now 


grown" Old; Poor,i and Weak: elf, yet 
having my Sword girt to my Thigh, am 


' forced Zo pied to Death,” (who conquers all 


Things) and to go down to this Sepulchre, 
2obich 7 N for my laſs Retreat. 


9. \ 


7 b dae are 1 Pe of theſe 


Tombs all over the Deſarts, Mountains, and Vallies 


of the North; which is an Argument, that how 
ever contemptible theſe People may ſeem to the True 
Believers, yet they have not been wanting in va- 
liant Men and Heroes. Doubtleſs, God has diſ- 
penſed his Virtues and Graces to Men of all Nations: 


He is not partial in his Gifts. We ought to praiſe 


__ in the * and End of all our 1 
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And. if we contemplate his Honour in che dds | 


our Affairs, we ſhallnot do: amis; ſince, as che 13 the 
Firſt and the Laſt of the Univerſe, ohe f is ME Center 
of every Thing. 


J had not theſe Relations WA e Haß has wut 
| as; the: Hiſtorians themſelves, who: write, of ;theſe | 
Countries: Vet our Kinſman informs me of ſome 
Things, which are omitted by: thoſe Authors. Eyery, 
— is ſingular in his Obſetvations: Fob all Men 


have not the ſame Genius. And thy Journal of the 
Eaſt, abounds with Remarks which are not common 
with other Writers. 

Brother, if T may adviſe thee,* it wall be, to do 
nothing by Imitation; but purſue the Dictates 


of thy own Senſe, and the peculiar Bent ef thy 


Soul. For whatever is forced and affected is 
nauſeous. 8 8 


L E TT E K XIV ei 


I II 4 de N. QUEER) 


To 2 Zeidi Alananzi, | . Meck i 


Venice. | 


* 


HE . informed me, that thou 

art appointed to ſucceed Aaonai the Few in 
125 He has alſo acquainted me with other Mat- 
ters relating to thy Charge. I am glad they have 
found out a Muſulman capable of that important 
Truſt, and that we ſhall not always ſtand in need of 
Fewws to ſerve the Grand Seignior, Emperor of the 
Faithful: Though ſome of that Nation are very ho- 


p $ ' * af 
1 


Thon 
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Thou and I are Strangers to each other: But it i 
neceſſary for us to be ſpeedily acquainted, and hold 
a mutual Intimacy by Letters, ſo that we may ſerve 
our Great Maſter without interfering or claſhing in 
our Intelligence. I have been here theſe twenty Yearg 
and made n falle Steps in my en Buſineſs, 
3 


whatever I have done in my o- n: Vet bave encoun- 


1 tered a Thouſand Difficulties and Perils ; ſuffered 
"Wl [npriſoament many Moons in Paris for my Fidelity; 
e whilt my Enemies at Conflantinople perſecuted me ag 


a Traytor and an Infidel, 

It is impoſſible to avoid theſe Croſſes, in the Courſe 
of human Life, They are natural as the Wind or 
the Rain: All that we can do is, by a prudent and 
dextrous Management of Contingencies, to winde our 
ſelves out of the Trouble as well as we can. And, 
above all, rather to be our own Executioners, than 
betray the leaſt Secret committed to us. 

I queſtion not, but thou haſt had the ſame Inſtructi- 
ons given thee by Miniſters of the happy Porte. 
What I fay is only to confirm thee in thy Fidelity 
and Care. Write to me with the ſame Frankneſs, and 
let nothing make thee reſerved to thy Fellow Slave. 
We are both Followers of the Prophet; We worſhip 
one God after the ſame Manner, and equally rever- 
ence the Alcoran. We ſerve one Maſter; and tho” 
in different Stations, yet let our Affections and In- 
tereſts be united as Friends. Let no little narrow Paſ- 
ons or Emulations corrupt our Integrity, nor teach 
us to unman ourſelves. _ FJ | 

I know not- thy * whether thou art of 
ve Mabometas or Chriſtian Parents. It would be very 
nt obliging to ſend me a ſhort Hiſtory of thy Life, and 
of bow thou learnedſt the ta/ian Tongue: For without 
he 2 judge they would not have ſent thee into that 
10 untry. : WY 

„ As for me, I am an Arabian by Birth, brought up 
In the Seraglio, from thence ſent to Sea, there taken 
on Vol. V. N Captive 


* 
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Captive by the Chrifians, ſold in Srcily, where 1 un. 
derwent a tedious Servitude, yet at length gained my 
Freedom: And, having paſſed through various For- 
tunes, at laſt was ſent hither, to obſerve the ſecret 
Counſels of the Chriſtians. eſpecially of this Court. 
I now grow Old, having ſeen near Fifty Vears; 
yet, though the Strength of my Body fails, I feel not 
the leaſt Decay. in my Zeal for the Muſulman Faith, 
or my Maſter's Service. I am ſtill Mahmuz the loyal 
Slave of the Porte; and thy Friend, ſo long as thoy 


* 


art ſo thyſelf. 
; Paris, 3oth of the 1ſt Moon, 


of the Year 16 59- 

BE _ — — —— l 

LETTER XV. x 

To the Kaimacham. | 

T rejoices me to hear, that Adonai's Place is ſup- 

_ plied by a Muſſulmun, in whom the ſublime Porte 7 

may put more Confidence, than in any of the Fewi/ 0 

Race. It will be Encouragement to the true Faithful, 8 

and a Precedent of good Import. For no Nation loves fte 
to ſee their Prince beſtow Offices of Truſt on Stran- 

gers, when his own People are as capable of Employ- ble 


ment as they. It is generally taken as an Affront, ka 
and Contempt of their Abilities 'or their Virtue; and 4 
has often produced ill Conſequences. 0 


I deny not, but there are many honeſt and wile Pu, 
Men among the Hebrews. Perſons of Merit and Ho- Ca; 
nour, from whence the Sultan receives no ſmall Ser- the 


vices; but this ought not to diminiſh the Reputation 
of thoſe who are of the ſame Faith with their Sove- 
reign. Doubtleſs, Arabia and Turkey are not barren 
of good Soldiers, prudent Stateſmen, and dextrous 


Miniſters. | | | | 
| | T know 


6 


. 
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a. 


T know not the Character of Zeidi Alamanzi, 
whether he be a natural born-Tur4, a. tributary Son 
of a Chriſtian, or a voluntary Renegado: However, 
the Choice that is made of him convinces me, that 
the unerring Divan eſteems him a Man fit for the Bu- 
ſineſs committed to his Charge. 

He ought to be perfectly ſkilled in ILalian, or a 
leaſt in ſome other Language of the Nazarenes ; that 
ſo he may paſs the better unſuſpected among the Peo- 
ple where he reſides, who are more jealous of Stran- 
gers than any other Nation in Europe. It is a Crime 
thought worthy of Impriſonment, for a Venetian to 
converſe with a Foreigner too frequently, and in pri- 
vate. For they are afraid, leſt by that Means a dan- 
gerous Correſpondence ſhould be eſtabliſhed betwixt 
ſome ill- affected Subjects of that Commonwealth and 
its Enemies: Whereby their Secrets may be betrayed, 
and Meaſures taken to ruin them. - 

For this Reaſon alſo they have forbid falſe Hair, 
or Perukes, to be worn by any in their Dominions, 
left this might ſerve as a Diſguiſe for Villains and 
Traytors. Fer nothing is more common in France 
and other Countries of Europe, than for Men to wear 
on their Heads Ornaments of Women's Hair, in- 
ſtead of their own. 1 
As to Religion, I believe they will not much trou- 
ble him, being no Zealots themſelves. And provided: 
he does but profeſs himſelf a Chriſtian and a Catbo- 
lick, they will make no farther Inquiſition. 

The 7aliarns in general are much like the ancient 
Romans in their Humour: Men of grave Aſpect and 
Carriage, and much more compoſed in both than 
the French, who appear ridiculous through the Le- 
Vvity of their Diſcourſe and Actions. The former 
abound in ſage Precepts of Morality, and politick 
Aphoriſms, which ſerve as a Rule whereby to ſquare 
the Courſe of their Lives: The latter only affect 
ſome flaſhy Improvements of Wit and Converſation, 


ns ſtudying 
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ſtudying rather how to pleaſe Women than Men; 


| Eoveting to be perfect in external Accompliſhments, 


and the Graces of the Body, whilſt they ſlight the 
more valuable Endowments of the Mind. In a Word, 


they are mere Apes and Mimicks. On the contrary, 
the /:alians are Men of an awful and majeſtick Beha- 


viour, folid Judgment, and deep Reach. If you ſee 
them ſmile, you ſhall ſeldom'or never ſee them laugh: 
Whereas the Motion of a Feather will ſet the French 
a, braying like Aſſes. Theſe will contract a warm 
Friendſhip with any Man at firſt Interview, heighten 
it with a Thouſand Compliments, make him their 
-Confeffor, and unboſom all their Secrets. Yet a ſe- 
cond Encounter ſhall extinguiſh their Paſſion, and 2 
third ſhall revive it again: Whereas thoſe are cautious 
and flow in the Choice of their Friends; and when 
once that Knot is diffolved, it is never to be faſtened 
there again: They are irreconcileable in their Hatred 
and Revenge. N : 
But there are Men to be excepted in both Nations, 
who fall not under theſe general Characters. France 
affords many wiſe and learned Perſons; and [tal 
not a few Fools and Idiots. Virtues and Vices are 
firangely mixed in all People. War, Commerce, and 
Travel, with other human Occurrences, alter Men's 
natural Difpoſitions, and give the Lye to the exaCtelt 
Obſervations that can be made. Beſides, Time chan- 
ges all Things; and the Qualities, which this Age 
remarks in the /tal/ians, may in the next be transferred 
fo the French. For there is noConſtancy in any Thing 
under the Moon. | E: 
Teidi will find great Examples of Frugality among 
the Venetians, in the neceſſary Expences of their 
Perſons and Families; yet Abundance of Magnh- 
cence in whatever relates to the Publick, which the 
Subjects of that Commonwealth ſerve with open 
Purſes and free Hearts, | N 3 
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Indeed they are not ſo remarkable for their Tem- 
perance, às ſome other Parts of LTaly. Libertiniſm 
and Voluptuouſneſs reign uncontrouled in Venice. 
Women and Wine are there almoſt as common as the 
Elements. Vet it is obſerved, that Strangers gener- 
ally debauch more with both than the Natives. God 
preſerve Zeidi from their Temptations. . | 

If it be his Fortune or Duty to viſit Padua, he 
ought not to make too long an Abode in that Neſt of 
Philoſophers and Phyficians, left they firſt anatomize 
his Soul, and diſcover the Secrets of his Commiſſion, 
and then turn his Body to a Skeleton; as they once 
ſerved a Moor, whom they diſſected alive, to make 
Experiment, perhaps, whether a Mahometan's Blood 
circulated the ſame Way as a Chriftiar's. 

Thoſe Italian Phyſicians are very cruel, and think 
it no Sin to try Poiſons, and other fatal Tricks on the 
Poor, that ſo they may be the better able to keep the 
Rich on the Rack at their Pleaſure, and make their 
Market of them. | 

I know not Zeidi's appointed Station, or what Ci- 
ties he is to ſee : But whereever he goes it will be 
neceſſary for him:to uſe Abundance of Caution ; for 
the Talians are the cloſeſt, ſlyeſt, and moſt judicious 
People in the World. | | 


But I forget that he is choſen by the Divan for 


this Employment, to whom the Characters of all 
Nations are known, and who penetrates into the moſt 
interior Receſſes of Men's Spirits. | 
Therefore I lay my Hand upon my Mouth in pro- 
found Submiſſion, and acquieſce to my Superiors: 


Still praying, that the Grand Signior may have faith- 


ful and wife Miniſters. at Home, and no Novices for 
his Agents Abroad. . 


* 


Paris, 3d of the 24 Moon, 
of the Tear 1659. 
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7 0 William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria; 


HERE is a Street in Paris, which they call the 
Street of Hell. The Reaſon of this Name is 
faid to be, becauſe at one End of it there formerly 
ſtood an old Houſe poſſeſſed by Devils; who were 
ſo:troubleſome, that, as the Records of Paris affirm, 


an Edict of Parliament was paſſed to remove all the 


Inhabitants out of their Houſes in that Street, and 
ſhut up the Entrance with a Wall. Since which, 
theſe Demons were expelled by the Carthufians, who 
built a Monaſtry in this Place. If this Story be true, 


it redounds much to the Reputation of that Order, 


and of all your Monaſticks in general, who by your 


Exorciſms are able to ſubdue the infernal Spirits. But 


I have heard ſo many ſilly Tales of Houſes being 
| Haunted by Ghoſts and Hobgoblins, that I know not 
how to give Credit to this. 5 1 | 
Beſides, when I conſider the Nature of incorpo- 
real Beings, it feems ridiculous to think that they 
can take Delight to play the Anticks to frighten 
poor Mortals ; or confine themſelves to an old ruined 
Caſtle (for fuch was this Houſe) for the Sake of 
a little Sport; when, according to the ancient Phi- 
loſophers, every incorporeal Being is far more ex- 
cellent than the moſt perfect Body, and can be every 
where: Neither are they at any Time locally preſent 
in Bodies, but only by; Propenſion or Habit are in- 
clined to them: And this they mean of living Bodies. 
What Charms then can there be in an old rotten Fa- 
brick of Stone and Wood to allure and detain imma- 
terial Subſtances. 6 1 | 155 

Certainly the Nature of theſe ſeparate Beings is very 
remote from all compounded Beings. I have been 
oſten at a Loſs in contemplating the Soul of Man. 


Sometimes it ſeems no otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed _ 
N | h ; the 
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the Soul of Brutes than by being united to a Body of 
different Organs; which cauſes us to ſhew more evi- 


dent Tokens of Reafon than they, in the Faculty of 


Diſcourſe, and in our Actions. Yet when I conſider 
more attentively the Operations of our Mind and In- 
tellect, I cannot but conclude, there is a vaſt Di- 
ſtinction between our Souls and thoſe of the Beaſts. ' I 
have with Pleafure obſerved the Excellency of human 
Intellect in Madmen and Dreamers; who being come 
to themfelves (as we uſually ſay) relate many Things 
of which they were before ignorant, and comprehend 
Things furpaſſing their former Imaginations. 


| It appears therefore more rational to me, That the 


Soul is every where and nowhere, as the Antients ſay, 
than that it is ſhat up and imprifoned in the Body, as 
a wild Beaſt in his Den, or Liquor in a Glafs. How- 


ever, by an ineffable Production of itſelf, it is preſent 


in every Part of the Body, as the Light of the Sun is. 


diffuſed through the Air, and can as ſoon withdraw 


itſelf, as that Light, when interrupted by a Cloud. 
In a Word, I conceive the Soul to be a very free 
Agent, and that it is here and there and every where. 


It united itſelf to a Body by its awn Choice, and can 


retire again from it at Pleaſure... 

One clofely purſued Act of Contemplation will 
at any Time carry thee or me to the Inviſibles, when- 
ever we go reſolutely about it. ; 

Paris, 1ſt of the 4th Moon, 

of the Tear 1659. 


FOCI 


LETTHEE XVI. 
To the Venerable Ibrahim Cadileſquier of Romeli. 


THERE has not a Year eſcaped, ſince my Ar- 
1. rival at Paris, wherein I did not fend: to the 
Miniſters of the ever happy and excellent Porte con- 
ſtant 


OX we 
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ſtant Intelligence of Battles, Sieges,- Storming of 
Towns, and ſuch other Occurrences of War, as har- 
pened between the Kingdoms of France and Spair. 
But now I believe my future Diſpatches muſt contain 
other Matters. For, in all Appearance, this War, 
| which has laſted four and twenty Years, is in a fair 
Way to be ended. Fhe King of Spain grows. weary 
of his continual Loſſes in 1taly, Flanders, and Cata- 
Ionia: France ſeems glutted with perpetual. Victories 
and Conqueſts. In a Word, theſe two potent Mon- 
archs, laying aſide their Quarrels, are making diligent 
Preparations. this Year for a Campaign of Friendſhip 
and Love. | CL 
They are both in Arms, yet commit no Acts of 
Hoſtility. Whilſt Cardinal Maxarinui, on the Part of 
this Crown, and Don Louis d Haro de Guſman, Firſt 
Miniſter of Spain, are gone to meet each other on the 
Frontiers of both Kingdoms, as Plenipotentiaries for 
their Reſpective Maſters, to concert the Meaſures of 
a laſting Peace, and treat of a Marriage between the 
King of France, and the Infanta of Spain. 7 
All Europe is amazed at this ſurprizing Change. 
And the French and Spaniards, who border on each 
other, can hardly believe their own Senſes, whilſt 
they find a mutual Commerce reſtored between their 
Frontier Towns and Villages, which had been inter- 
rupted ever ſince the Year 1635, about ſixteen Moons 
before I came to this City. | | 
But, tho' they are thus diſpoſed to Peace here in 
the Weſt, the Northern Monarchs are puſhing the 
War forward in Szveden, Denm rt, and Poland, with : 
all imaginable Vigour and Animoſity. The coming | 
| over of the Elector of Brandenburg to the Daniſh In- 
„ - tereſt has made a great Alteration in their Affairs. 
For, whereas Fortune ſeemed before in all Things to 
favour the Swed:s ; now they loſe Ground, and find 
| their Attempts unſucceſsful. Four thouſand of their 
5 - Men fell before the Walls of Copenhagen, in three 
ben” VVV 
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Nights and two Days; which cauſed King GH] 
to raiſe the Siege. Whilſt the Duke of Brandenburg 
retook Fredericks Ode, and thereby reſtored to the Km 
of Denmark the Provinces of Holftein, Futla 
Ditmarſen. C7 : 8 

The Hollanders alſo have had a Combat with the 
Swedes at Sea, and ſunk fourteen of their beſt Ships: 
Beſides what they burnt and toox. 5 

Theſe Events have ſtirred up ſeveral Princes to 
mediate a Peace. And it is not improbable, but in a 
little Time we may ſee all the Chri/tians good Friends: 
and then it will be Time for the Maſulmans to be 


upon their Guard. e | 
As for Mahmut, he will not fail to pry into the 


Counſels of theſe Infidels, and ſend Timely Notices 
to the Porte; leaving the reſt to the Wiſdom of his 
Superiors, and the Pleaſure of Deſtiny. 

Paris, 29th of the 6th Moon, : 


5 Tear 1659. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


To Muſu Abu'l Yahyan, Alfaqui, Pro- 
feſſor of Theology at Fez. 


HE Character which the great and illuſtrious 
Abel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident of Preſidents, 

Grace and Ornament of ancient Learning, Oracle of 

Africa, and Reſtorer of obſolete Truth, has given me 


of thy profound Wiſdom and Science, fills me with 


Reverence and facred Love. I am raviſhed with 
Wonder and Joy to hear, That in this Age, where- 
in the Muſſulman Theology has ſuffered ſo many In- 
novations, there yet ſurvives a Man who dares, and 
is able to aſſert againſt all Oppoſers, not only the 
Primitive and Original Truth, brought down from 


Heaven by the Hand of Gabriel, but alſo the real 


and 


— 
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and indubitable Sayings, Sermons, Counſels, and AQi- 
ons of the Prophet, whilſt he was on Earth, con- 
verſing with Mortals, before his Tranſmigration to 
the: Gardens of eternal Repoſe and Solitude. Thou 
art the Enoch, the Hermes Triſmegiftus of the Age. 


: T have ſeen many Copies of the Zune, or the Book - 


of Doctrines; each pretending to comprize. the whble 
Syſtem of that divine Philoſophy and Wiſdom, which 
dropt from the Lips of our incomparable and moſt 
holy Lawgiver, and were atteſted by his Wife, the 
hely Ageſba, Mother of the Faithful, and by his ten 
Diſciples. Vet all theſe various Tranſcripts differ 
both in their Senſe and Manner of Expreſſions. 

I have peruſed the Books enti:uled Dabif,. or In- 
perfect, which. contain the Memoirs: of his other 
Wives; and the Manuſcripts called Maucof or Frag- 
ments: Being only a Collection of ſome. ſelect Sen- 
tences, Aphoriſms, and Parables of the Sent of God. 
But theſe have no authority to back them ſave the 


Credit of ſome learned Scribes, who were not familiar 


with the Divine Favourite, only living in his Time, 
and taking Things on Report. WE 

In fine, I have met with ſeveral Parchments of 
Zaguini, or pretended. Traditions of Abu Becre, Omar, 
and Orbman ; but theſe I eſteem as ſpurious, cor- 
Tupted, and full of Errors. 

What ſhall I fay? the Zeal of Omar Eb'n Abdil. 
Aziz, the Ninth Caliph of the Tribe of Meræuan, is 
not unknown to me. I am no Stranger to his ſingular 

Piety, not to be matched among the Crowned Heads: 
For of him itis recorded, That as he deſcended from 
the Throne at the Time of his Inauguration, he gave 
the Robe from his Back, as an Alms to a poor Man: 
And that, during his whole Reign, he ſpent but two 
Piaſters a Day on himſelf. And ſo great was his 
Reſignation to deſtiny, (an admirable Virtue in 2 
Sovereign Emperor) that when he was on his Bed in 

bis laſt Sickneſs, and was counſelled to take * 
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he anſwered, No: If I were ſure to heal myſelf 
„% only by reaching my Finger to my Ear, I would 
« not: For the Place to which I am going, is full of 
« Health and Bliſs. 4 
This Caliph was a Miracle of Humility, and his 
Charity always kept him poor: Moftema Eb'n Abd il 
Melec relates, that going to viſit Omar on his Death- 
bed, he found him lying on a Couch of Palm-Leaves, 
with three or four Skins inſtead of a Pillow, his Gar- 
ments on, and a foul Shirt underneath. Seeing this, 
Moſtema was grieved, and, turning to his Siſter Phate- 
ma the Empreſs, he ſaid, * How comes it to paſs that 


„ the Great Lord, Commander of the Faithful, 4 


« pears in ſo ſqualid a Condition?” She replied, *<* 

e thou liveſt, he has given away all that he had, even 
« to the very Bed that was under him, to the Poor, and 
* only reſerved what thou ſeeſt, to cover his Naked- 
« neſs.” Then Maſtema could not refrain, but burſt 
forth into Tears, ſaying, © God ſhew thee Mercy upon 
« Mercy, thou Royal Saint: For thou haft pierced 
% our Hearts with the Fear of his Divine Majeſty.” 


This Caliph was numbered among the Saints. 


He it was, that perceiving the Contradictions and 
Diſputes of the Mu//u!mans, the Darkneſs and Con- 
fuſion in the various Copies of the Zune or Book of 
Doctrine, aſſembled a General Divan of Mollahs and 
learned Men at Damaſcus, from all Parts of the 
Empire; Commanding that all the Manuſcripts of 
the Zune which were-extant, ſhould be brought into 
this Aſſembly, on Pain of Death to him that ſhould. 
detain one. This being done, he commanded Six of 
them to be choſen out of the whole Number by Vote; 
Men eminent for Learning and Piety ; and that theſe 
Six ſhould ſeverally collect out of all the Multi- 
tude of Copies, each Man a Book, containing what 
he thought ig be the moſt genuine Diſcourſes of the 
Prophet, cofcerning this World, and that which is to 
come. When this was executed according to his 


Will 


\ 


trines and Sayings of the Holy Prophet from thoſe 
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Will, he commanded all the old Books to be burnt in 


a a Field near Damaſcus. 


Let after all the religious Care of this holy Caliph, 
to reſtore the Writings to their primitive Integrity, 
the Mu//z/mans ſoon fell into new Contentions about 
the Senſe and Interpretation of theſe corrupt Copies of 


the Zune. From whence ſprung the Four Cardinal 


Sects, on which all the innumerable, leſſer, and latte 


Diviſions among true Believers are founded. = 

J cannot therefore but inwardly rejoice, and from 
my Heart highly applaud the Method taken by thoſe 
of your renowned College, to diſcern the true Doc- 


which are ſuppoſititious, by comparing all the Books 


that are extant together, and reducing Matters of 
Divine Revelation to the Analogy of the Alcoran g 


Thoſe of Philoſophy and moral Regards to the Stan- 


dard of Experience and Reaſon; for it is impious ta 


believe, That the Divine Apoſtle would impoſe any 
Thing on our Faith repugnant to the Senſe of Men, 


or the expreſs Will of Heaven. By the Soul of Pyiba- 


goras, Mabomet ſaid nothing but what was rational, 
and evident to any unprejudiced Mind. But the great- 
eſt Part of theſe Sectaries are beſotted. They form to 
themſelves falſe Notions of God and his Prophet, 
and think to merit Paradiſe by their Stupidity. _ 
Reverend Alfagui, IJ have much more to ſay to 


| thee, and many Queſtions to aſk ; but Time and the 


Grand Signior's Service force me to conclude abruptly 
wiſhing thee Perfection of Bliſs. 5 


Paris, zoth the öth Moon, of 
the Year 1659, according te 
the Chriſtian Sty/c. 


. The End of the Fifth VOLUME. * 


